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FOREWORD

This does not pretend to be a formal history, it is the story of Kenosha,
as it grew from year to year, with a mention here and there of SOME of the
people who contributed to its development, told simply that it may be suited
for school use. The selection of much of the material herein was indicated
by requests for information that have been answered at the Historical Society
museum through the years, and appeals for help that have come from students
and others doing research. It is hoped that the stories of Kenosha's achieve-
ments, blunders and successes may serve occasionally as a help or guidepost
in some of the problems that challenge its citizens and officials from time to
time.

Industry has been lightly touched upon. It is possible that some of the
wealth of material on hand may be used at a later date in a companion
booklet covering this subject only.

Carrie Cropley,
Curator, Kenosha County Historical Museum

Kenosha Co. Wis. Court House

November 1957
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PART 1
OLD SOUTHPORT DAYS

1835-1850



b

I
WHAT THE PIONEERS FOUND
What would a traveler have found here, had he come in 18347?

O1ld letters and other writings of that time tell us that it was a very pretty spot,
but with no inhabitants. There were no houses, no schools, no churches, no
factories, no movies, no lights, no streets, paving, sidewalks, wells nor waterworks,
- none of the things that we think we need today. Except for one family of hunters
and trappers with a cabin near Petrifying Springs, who soon moved away, there
were no white people. Even the number of Indians was small, (1) those still here
remained hidden in the forests along creeks or around the inland lakes much of the
time. Not long before this, there had been three Indian villages in or near what is
now Kenosha, but these were gone in 1834; only Indian graves and old camp sites
were left, marked by the many arrow points, other stone and bone artifacts and
traces of camp fires. It is said that these villages, this vicinity and the creek and
river were known as Kenosha (''pike') by Indians and traders because the pike were
plentiful in the waters of the lake and river. (2)

Many other things were different. The shore line was much further out in the
lake. Since then the lake has washed away a street once located a block east of the
present 3rd Avenue, also a block of land beyond that street ( old Lake St.) The
present stadium and some of the Simmons Company factory ouildings are on land
that has been rebuilt in recent years to replace that lost ground. Simmons (or
Washington) Island was also wider than at present.

Pike Creek was a much wider, prettier stream, with clear, clean, deep water -
deep enough to float the ships of that day some distance inland. Trees, bushes and
flowers grew along its banks, Other streams joined it, some not far from the har-
bor. One ran through what is now the St. James Church property, across a part of
the high school land and the ground where the city hall now stands. Another ravine
flowed through the tract a little east of the present Chicago & Northwestern Railway
depot. An arm of Pike Creek also entered the lake at what is now 45th Street, al-
though sand bars would occasionally close it for a short while. That made Simmons
Island a real island. A sand bar in the lake near the entrance to the harbor gave
the settlers much trouble and expense before the harbor could be of use. Another
fairly large creek, later called Jerome Creek, (3) came from the west and entered
the lake near the present 68th Street. The lagoon in Lincoln Park, now flooded to
replace the water shrinkage through the years, is all of that early ravine that re-
mains in sight.

(1) In Southern Wisconsin the Indians had given up their land and been moved
away after a war between the white people and Chief Black Hawk and his warriors.
The local t‘rlbe was the Potawatomi. Their shelters were probably structures of
bark or skins over poles with rounded top and were fairly permanent although at
certain seasons the Indians wandered far afield in search of game or vegetation
used for'food and medicine. The coming of the white men brought suffering as land
was cultlvatedoand the hunting grounds disappeared. Without the huts that formed
their homes, living was less comfortable. Some early settlers reported cases
where Indians starved to death.

(2) See Longfellow's "Hiawatha", part 8. "Hiawatha Fishing''. There the name of
the pike is spelled Kenozia, and so the name was sometimes spelled here at first,
(3) Named for a family of that name, who had a cabin on its bank near the lake.



Lincoln Park (formerly Bond's Woods) was then a heavy growth of trees, un-
touched by man. There were sand dunes or hills near where 6th Avenue now
crosses Pike Creek. Many low, marshy places where cat-tail rushes grew, were in
what is now our down town area. Great oak trees grew where stand the high school,
library and many other houses and buildings, and also further west and south. These
were oak glades or openings, that is, great trees with stretches of grass and many
beautiful wild flowers growing between them. A few still stand, one in the civic
center and some on the Methodist Church grounds at 60th Street and Sheridan Road;
although these were probably very small, young trees then, However, heavy forests
did grow oh a strip of land from five to ten miles wide along Pike Creek where it
ran out through the country. This strip of timber extended north to Milwaukee. In
the prairies to the west and south, there were fewer trees and grass grew tall,
sometimes nearly as high as horses. (1)

There were no towns nor farms west of the lake, and only a few people in
Milwaukee; a family or two had just settled at Root River, now Racine. The only
roads were old Indian trails, possibly two or three feet wide. Two of these trails
are the present highways 31 and 50. For centuries Indians going north toward
Green Bay had traveled that which is now 31, until the track was worn deep in the
soft ground by their moccasined feet, Indian hunters and trappers used a track
along or near highway 50 when they went to and fro between Lake Michigan and the
small lakes to the west and to Lake Geneva. There were Indian villages at Silver
Lake and elsewhere before 1832, I

THE FIRST SETTLERS AND HOW THEY CAME

In the early 1830's, many families from the eastern states were moving into
what is now Wisconsin, - at that time a part of Michigan Territory., Some came
through the influence of men who hoped to become rich by purchase of land cheaply
from the United States Government, it to be resold to settlers at a profit. This was
especially true in the central part of the state. (2) Others, particularly in this
southeastern section, came to take up Government land directly, because they
wished to make better homes for themselves and their children. However, a land
company had as its members the first settlers in what is now the city of Kenosha.
Thus each method had a part in its settlement.

In a small New York town named Hannibal, (3) John Bullen, one of its residents,
enter"tamed some friends at supper in December, 1834, During the afternoon and
evening the company began to re-tell the stories they had heard from travelers
about the. land west of Lake Michigan. (4) These stories pictured the country as
very desirable, both because of its beauty and for the richness of its soil. Mr.
Bullen and his guests became so enthusiastic that they decided to form a land com-
pany and through it obtain land along the western lake shore on which to build a city.
They dreamed that this city might bring them riches when its growth and increased
trade had made it a great lake port.

. Lgter the group met at Rev. Peter Woodin's study in Hannibal, drew up a con-
stitution and by-laws (largely the work of Rev. Jason Lothrop) and organized the
Company, called the Western Emigration Company. Shares in this were sold to
many_people both men and women, some of whom had very little money and not very
good jobs, but who hoped to find a better living in the new country.

(1) Mrs. Bradford - Memoirs, p.6

(2) M. M. Strong, Smith "Doty" p. 199

(3)‘ Hannibal still exists, probably little changed. Many familiar names are found
in its old cemetery. See letter from A. J. Tanck.

(4) Lyman p. 10 History of Kenosha Co. '



In the early Spring of 1835, men were sent out, with John Bullen, Jr. as leader.
They were instructed to find a place suitable for a city site and were allowed $1.00
per day expense money. (1) They were to look for two things: (a) a good harbor
and (b) a good farming country back of the city, whence produce would come, to be
shipped back east, via the lakes. In those years, traffic and travel were always by
water if at all possible; roads were poor -- when there were roads, -- and rail-
roads still very experimental, with only a few short lines anywhere in the country.

Warters Towslee, Sydney Roberts and Chas. W. Turner left by boat for
Detroit on March 25, 1835, then walked overland to Chicago. There they found
only Indian trails leading north (2) and started to follow the lake shore, but were
soon able to board a small sailing vessel bound for Milwaukee. At that place they
saw that no land near by could be taken for such a plan as theirs. They then
followed the lake shore again for quite a distance, only to find the site of present-
day Racine occupied by a few people with whom no bargain could be made. They
continued south until, when they reached Simmons (Washington) Island and the
crescent shaped mouth of Pike Creek, they thought that here they had found the
right spot. They arrived on June 5th, 1835, the first white men to remain permanently
at what is now the city of Kenosha. The following day they marked off claims with
cuts on tree bark. Because they traveled on foot, walking along the lake shore or
through trees and underbrush, since there were no roads, they were unable to
bring much with them. They probably had a gun or two, a hatchet, a frying pan
and some other articles that they could carry in their pockets or in a small pack
on their backs. Thus their first meals here, cooked over a campfire, were eaten
from dishes that they cut and hollowed out from pieces of wood.

The appointed leader of the party was John Bullen, Jr., However, at the time
set to leave Hannibal, he was detained and could not leave with the other men. He
soon followed on horseback and rode along the lake shore from Chicago until he
came upon and joined the group on June 14th, 1835, (3) a date sometimes given as
that of the original arrival.

On June 21st two wagons with several more settlers came. One was drawn by
horses, the other by oxen. It had taken them many days to follow along the lake
shore from Chicago until they found the camp. The sand did not make a good road-
way and there were no bridges across the creeks that flowed into the lake. At that
time of year these were probably high and not always too easy to ford. But the
travelers knew that as the explorers were also following the lake shore, the two
groups must meet at some point. One woman, Mrs. Gardner Wilson, was with this
party. Here at Southport she slept in one of the wagons for two weeks, until a crude
log shelter was built; the others slept under the wagons or on the lake shore. All
of Mrs. Gardner's cooking for the group was done over camp fires, with an old-
{ashioned tin oven and a kettle hung on a pole. They ate at a table made from split
ogs.

Word reached the east that a place had been selected, then others came
tk.xrough the summer. Sailing boats on the lake, three of which stopped here that
first year, (4) brought some. However as there were no piers, a sand bar blocked
the harbor entrance and no lake soundings had been made as yet, these ships
anchore‘d a long way from shore. Passengers and merchandise were brought
ashore 1n”s..ma11 boats or Indian dugouts. Later, A. D. Northway built three large
boats or 1_1ghters" for this use. If the lake was rough, the transfer from ship to
boat was difficult, and once a small child was almost lost when it became necessary

(1) Lyman History p. 34-35

(2) Smith Ibid p. 405 note 13.

(3) Obituary of John Bullen

(4) There was no regular schedule for shipping for some time.



to toss it to the parent already in the boat, because waves made it impossible for
the boat to come closer to the ship!

One Sunday evening in early August, 1835, a boat put the Austin Kellogg,r family,
with five children, ashore. For shelter, they were provided with a log cabin as yet
without doors, windows or floors. At that time about 28 people were here. A
little later that August, Elder Jason Lothrop with a son and daughte~r, and ac:corr_)-
panied by several families, among them Dr. B. B. Carey (1') and wife, also arrived
by boat. Nathan R. Allen (2) walked in from Chicago, as did others. The popula-
tion of the village that first year was given as 32.

Many also came who did not belong to the land company. They wished to find
farms, therefore did not stop long in the little village, but went further on and' took
up farm claims. Among these was the Henry Williams family. Mr. Williams' son
afterward wrote the story of their coming to Wisconsin, The father walked frqm
Chicago to Pike, then returned with two wagons so that he might bring his family
and supplies. They apparently arrived quite late in the season, when, after a .
number of settlers had traveled north, the trails had become §1ightly more passible.
But the loaded wagons came slowly and encountered much difficulty (3).

Austin Stone, who came overland with team and wagon, all the way from »the
East, wrote a letter dated April, 1836, that tells of his journey. Fortunately, he
left Cleveland, Ohio, late in the winter of 1836, while the ground and water were
still frozen. He tells of one large "slew' (slough) or marsh after another almost
all the way to Chicago. And Chicago was a very marshy, muddy little town then,
so bad that teams almost mired in its streets, while the way from Chicago north
was also exceedingly muddy, with many marshes to cross. (4).

The experiences of another band of pioneers was told many years afterw:a}'-d. by
Wm. Edwin Smith, class of 1861, Kenosha High School as recalled by the reminiscences
of his mother and grandmother: (5)

"In the early winter of 1835-6, the main colony, including the families of
some already on the ground, were ready to start on their long and perilous
winter journey. It was a severe winter; four to six feet of snow covered
the ground; cédmfortable covered spring wagons with sleeping accommoda-
tions and each with a stove, were provided for the women and children,
All the wagons were mounted on sleds. (6) The men, roughing it, in turn
drove the wagons or tramped with rifle on shoulder, and stood guard at
night, - not only were there bad roads that often had to be cut through
snow banks in advance of the teams, but there were wolves and other

wild animals in the woods and prowling gangs of Indians or evil white men
bound on pillage. Snow storms and cold weather impeded their progress.

Crossing Niagara River into Canada at Lewiston, on through Canada to
Detroit and thence through the Michigan wilderness, loading the sleds onto
wagons when snow was gone, they arrived here about June 1, 1836, a

(1) Lothrop was one of the Company organizers, and a Baptist Minister. B, B.
Carey the first physician here, soon moved to Racine.

(2) Mr. Allen was to develop the largest tannery in the world for the manufacture
of sole and harness leather.

(3) See story in Mms. Old and New, Vol. I in Museum Library

(4) Letter is in files of Kenosha Co. Historical Museum

(3) In Telegraph Courier, June 29, 1911.

(6) These were possibly runners that could be attached to a vehicle to replace

wheels when snow so required, and vice versa. Two are in the Historical Museum
collection.
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journey almost unparalleled for suffering and privation, Their supplies
held out and their rifles provided meat from abundant game,

In this company were Alfred Foster, his wife, two sons and five daughters
with their families, - three generations, my mother, a girl of 13 years being
of the third generation. There were also three generations of the Bullen
family, Ann (1) (Caroline?) Bullen, mother of Joseph and Charles Quarles
being of the third generation of that family.

The hardships and perils of that journey can hardly be described. It was
almost a constant warfare from start to finish."

111
THE FIRST YEAR - 1835-1836

The old map of the town shows that it was located on land that lay between Lake
Michigan and W, Main (13th Ave.) St. and from Broad (45th) Street to Town Line St.
or Prairie Ave. (60th St.). The original plan was changed somewhat in 1839, with
smaller lots and narrower streets, otherwise that section of Kenosha remains quite
nearly as planned by the men of that early day.

It was fortunate that nearly all of the first settlers were young. Life was very
difficult that year, and it needed the strength of youth to survive. Very few had
money. One, of whom we read much, David Crossit, arrived with six cents in his
pocket.

First of all, shelters had to be provided. Log cabins were built, the first of
these were little more than stacks of poles. The cabins were built rather far apart,
on different claims. In July, 1835, four were built north of the Creek. Later, the
Kelloggs and Turners went further north, beyond the village limits, to build. Mr.
Bullen built south of the Creek, where part of the Simmons Company buildings now
stand, as did Warters Towsley. Others built here and there, as new settlers came.
During the summer of 1835 some lumber came from a settlement further north,
some writers say by boat, others that it was floated down the lake. At least it
arrived and Bullen and Allen used it to erect a frame building for a residence and
store near the cabin first built by Mr. Bullen. That frame building stood for nearly
fifty years.

It required much effort to build any kind of a house. If it was merely a log
cabin, trees had to be cut down, then the heavy logs of proper:-length were sawed
off, squared with a broad axe, dragged to the cabin site and lifted into place after
notches were properly cut at the ends, to hold alternating logs. The space be-
tween logs were "chinked" or filled with clay mixed with moss, straw, etc. If it
had a waterproof roof, hand-split shingles were used, otherwise bark. Some had
no floor except the hard-packed earth, others had hand-split plank. For awhile,
in those first cabins, the crude door had leather hinges, and closed with a wooden
latch to which a string was attached by which it could be raised from the outside.
Sometimes a blanket or leather curtain served as a door for a time. The window
was a square hole about 7" x 9", with cloth or skin covering, rarely glass. The
f1_rep1ace and chimney were made with stones gathered from field or shore, or
with handmade brick. Possibly some of these cabins were poorly built because the
owner expected to build a better frame house as soon as he could, and besides,

(1) Accord_ing to other sources there seems to be a confusion of names here, -
Mrs. Franms Quarles' name was Ann, while Joseph V. Quarles I married
Caroline Bullen.



hands were few to help with the difficult labor of handling the heavy logs. Some of
the better built cabins were used for years. Perhaps a pile of branches covered with
bedding lay in one corner as a temporary bed. Because of lack of transportation it
was exceedingly difficult for the settlers to bring many things at first.

If a frame building was to be erected, often logs were cut, then sawed into boards
at a crude sawmill; several of these were in operation along the Creek northwest of
the village in 1836. Any excavating was done with pick and shovel. The heavy frame
work was notched to fit together, then secured by round wooden pegs about an inch in
diameter, called dowells, Before rooms were plastered, thin boards were split to
form lath and nailed into place. Even the nails were hammered out in a blacksmith
shop. If ornamental frames for windows and doors, or panels were wanted,they too
were made carefully by hand. Often stair rails were hand carved. The few tools
used were heavy and clumsy compared with those of today.

Mr. Williams told that their family was forced to stay in one of the crude log
huts - a poor one, about two miles south of Pike Creek, while the excellent house,
that still stands, was being built early in 1836. Because of the hardship of that
winter, the wife and mother did not see the new home completed, but died, leaving
a tiny baby daughter. Mrs. Austin Kellogg, who lived north of town, was often badly
frightened by Indians forcing their way past the leather curtain door to demand the
whiskey that they thought the molasses barrel contained. Another family who arrived
late in the Fall of 1835, tunnelled a cave into the high bank of a creek and there
managed to survive the winter, but never fully recovered from the hardships. (1)

Not only shelter, but food became greatly needed. Because no one arrived until
June, many later, they were not in time to break the tough prairie sod (that required
a huge plough and four or five yoke of strong oxen) and raise a crop. Hay alone was
plentiful. The three ships that stopped that summer and fall probably brought some
supplies. Families who came in wagons also tried to bring enough supplies for
several months. One account tells of the loading of a quantity of potatoes, three
barrels of flour, a barrel of salt and large quantities of groceries before they left
Chicago.

In September, 1835, canoes carrying a large band of Indians who had been in
Chicago to receive a payment for their land, were driven ashore on Washington
Island by a bad storm. The weather compelled the Indians to stay there for three
weeks or longer. Their necessary hunting resulted in a scarcity of game for the
settlers, who also had to share some of their scanty supplies with the needy Indians,
both out of pity and to prevent trouble,

That Fall, large quantities of nuts were gathered, - black walnuts, hickory,
hazel and butternuts, not as luxuries, but as a welcome addition to their food sup-
plies. They found wild plums and crabapples, the latter described as '"large and
yellow'". These were used in puddings to add flavor to the meat and starch diet,
and were probably kept as late into the winter as possible. They undoubtedly found
many wild berries as well, some may have been dried for winter use. Quail were
snared and eaten.

Josiah Bond helped drive some cattle in from Illinois, and thus some families
may have had milk, possibly butter. But one who was a small girl that year re-
membered that a stockade had been built "around the precious cow and calf that
bawled with terror because of bears and wildcats that prowled outside." (2)

(1) This man later was a member of the Wis. Territorial Assembly when the
state constitution was formulated. D. Harkin, listed in "Fathers of Wisconsin"'.
(2) Mrs. VanAlstine's Memoirs.



Wolves howled at night on the main streets. (1)

During the Fall a fire swept the prairies to the west, and some families were
compelled to beat back flames to save their homes and few possessions, even the
treasured blankets were soaked with water and used to fight the fire. One woman
beat out a starting fire with her woolen petticoat.

With the coming of winter, all lake traffic stopped and no supplies could come by
water. Although that first winter was not too severe, it is doubtful if a trip could
have been made to Chicago other than by horseback, and supplies if any, came by
pack horse. A severe snow storm came on November 20th, to hide the trails and
make travel even more difficult. That Fall one family with two loads of goods and
supplies traveled but 15 miles out from Chicago the first day, stayed in a crowded
cabin with a French and Indian family that night, by the third day they were in this
county but did not reach the village until the fourth day. At some places along the
way, both teams were hitched to one wagon at a time in order to get through the
bad stretch of trail. When thaws came in late winter and spring, it was even more
difficult to travel.

By spring many people were suffering from hunger, and a heavy run of fish in
‘Millers Creek south of the village was a godsend to them. And when in May a ship,
the Van Buren, that belonged to the Bullen families came with supplies, it was felt
that the worst was over.

Then land was plowed and seed sown. Wheat grew where the Shirley Apartment
building now stands at 60th Street and 10th Avenue, "but the deer ate the grain and
the wolves harried the young lambs', and life was not very easy after all. Some
could not stand the hardships and returned east during the first few years, among
those was the Gardner Wilson family, some felt the bad effects of that first winter
through the remainder of their lives. Others seemed to survive without much hurt,
to have long and useful lives.

And with spring came excitement and change as more people came - one man
said, "like bees", to take up land and build homes. Then came many demands on the
village for supplies and there was a beginning of the lake traffic for which the
settlement had been planned.

Iv
LAND OWNERSHIP DIFFICULTIES

As on many frontiers, problems of land claims and law enforcement arose almost
at once. C. W. Turner, who came West as a representative of the Emigration
Company, disagreed with some of its plans, left his companions and took up a claim
north of Pike at the mouth of Pike River. He surveyed a part of his claim into a
village site that he called Pike River. Several cabins and a store were built there
and for a time it was enough of a rival to cause the residents of Pike quite an amount
of fear and worry - particularly when the question arose as to which river mouth
the government of the United States might decide to name as the proper one for the
expenditure of a harbor development appropriation.

Samuel Resique and John Noble, both experienced in land claim and squatter
methods (2), came in July, 1835. They saw furrows plowed through the woods
around Pike, these told them that there was not much opportunity of "squatting” on
that land, that is, to take possession of a piece of land without any legal claim to it,

(1) Mms Old and New. Vol. 1 p. 144
(2) Smith, Dr. Alice P. 177 - 80 "Doty"



and to erect a building on it, etc. But when they reached the Island, then c'(')‘;nsidered
the most valuable part of the village, there were no signs that it had been proved
up", that is, no plowing had been done, no shack, however poor built, and no one

was living on it. Resique and Noble immediately began to build a log 'house‘ Members
of the Emigration Company tried to foree the fwo men to leave, but- without success.
Resique went to Chicago one day for supplies and Noble was left alone at thc‘g cabin.
When he saw a party of men with axes coming to the Island, he was frl.ghtenleti, but
they did not hurt him, they merely cut down several trees, split them into rails,

then built a fence around the unfinished building. This completely enclosed'it, with
no place of exit. When Resique returned with provisions, there were a numper c?f
men with him. After that, the fence began to disappear, a little at a time, especially
at night, until soon there was none left, and the two men kept possession of the Island.
The building was first used as a tavern or hotel, later a store was added. It was

said that Resique could give shelter to an unbelievably large number of people in
this building, but that he always served good food.

The Bullen family claimed and had planned to hold the Island, and finally an
agreement was made between John Bullen and Resique whereby each kept a portion
of the land. As a matter of fact, an agent of the Emigration Company had made
claim to the Island as well as to other property. However, it was the practice of
the Government at that time not to grant claims to Companies, but only to individuals.
This policy was a cause of other land disputes. In a few cases at least, this difficul-
ty was met by David Crossit of the Company, who would take up a claim, then trans-
fer it to others upon arrival or when they had the small purchase price required by
the United States for frontier land. (1) ‘

"The Woodbridge quarrel" was another of the land disputes, the result of the
farm claim of Mr. Woodbridge overlapping some of the Emigration Company plat.
There were other cases in the vicinity of the village caused by the eagerness of
some men to acquire much more land than was their reasonable share. These
tried by many ways to get possession of land already rightly claimed by another.
One story tells of a piece of land now in the down town section of Kenosha. The
owner, when walking over it one morning was surprised to find a part of it fenced
and corn growing inside the fence. He called in others to help investigate the
matter., After a little, someone had an idea as to what had happened. He tore down
a part of the rail fence and found the grass fresh and green beneath it, this proved
that it had been built within 24 hours. Further investigation showed that the corn
had been transplanted from a field in the country within a short time. Thus the
squatter's scheme was defeated and the owner kept his land.

There was much quarreling and threatening with clubs, fists, etc., but no blood-
shed nor killing. The only record of a gunshot wound near Southport was that of
Dr. B. B. Carey, who had moved to Racine soon after his arrival here,and that was
in a dispute that took place on Root River. There was also trouble within the
Emigration Company itself when some members became dissatisfied. Settlers
outside of the Company disliked it and were jealous of it and its holding. It did not
prove to be a successful venture and the organization disbanded in December, 1836.

Although there was so much quarreling and dispute over property rights, there
was no law enforcement body anywhere near, to which disagreements could be taken,
There were no local police, nor a sheriff; the territorial government was far away
in Detroit, Michigan, during the first year, since this was still a part of Michigan
Territory. (2) But there were some attorneys among the early comers and the
settlers organized into Claimants! Unions, so called. Members from these Unions

(1) Mms Old & new Vol 1, p. 129
(2) Smith, James Duane Doty, Chapter 2, especially p. 28ff.
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in a number of settlements met in Racine and formed an organization, The Milwaukee
Claimants Union, for Milwaukee County, which then reached the Illinois Line. Dis-
putes over land could be taken to this Union for the appointment of an arbitration
committee. This committee would hear the complaints and decide which claimant
was right, much as a jury does now in a court trial.

One early writer stated that no one who really wanted a piece of land for a home,
who tried to raise crops and build a house for his family, ever lost his claim here.
There were others who did not respect another's claim and attempted to get too
much land, who were forced to surrender some of the tract they tried to hold.
Settlers came in rapidly and it was not many years before claims could no longer
be found, - all of the land had owners.

v
POPULATION GROWTH AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The settlement continued to grow. In 1836 eight additional families from the
Western Emigration Company came, also others who did not belong to the Company.
Some of the latter became very active and influential in the town affairs. Among
these, in May, were Mr. and Mrs. Charles Durkee, from Vermont, who were on
their way to Milwaukee. After they left Chicago by boat a terrific storm arose and
Mrs. Durkee became so ill that they asked to be put ashore here. They were well
pleased with the place and decided not to go on to Milwaukee.

About that time, Samuel Hale and Orlando Foster walked from Chicago. Dr.
David Walker and Dr. D. P. Stryker arrived a little later. George Kimball came
from Canada. He and Mr. Durkee took up land on the south edge of town. Accustom-
ed to ""commons' in the cities back home, at an early date Mr. Kimball gave the
north half, Mr. Durkee the south half of one for the new city. It is now known as
"Library Park."

At first Mr. and Mrs. Durkee stayed at the Resique Tavern, later they built a
log cabin in the southwestern part of the land soon to be given for the Commons, -
only a log cabin for temporary quarters, but it was made of solid oak and black
walnut timbers that would cost almost a fortune today. That summer Harvey Durkee,
a brother, and Reuben H. Deming, a brother-in-law, with his family and Martha
Dana, a sister of Mrs. Charles Durkee and Mrs. Deming followed from Vermont.
Frederick S. Lovell, an attorney, who became an active civic leader, came some
months later.

During that summer the men of the village worked on Main St. (6th Ave. now).
As the beautiful old oaks were cut to make way for streets and homes in the town,
many of the logs were dragged to the swampy land south of Park (57th) Street to
make a solid road bed. Then dirt from the hill by the Creek was hauled in by men
with teams of horses or oxen from the farms to cover the logs. (1) If this was to
be a large lake port, its citizens thought the main street must be near the harbor.

Wisconsin became a separate territory in 1836, and Mr. Charles Durkee was
the representative from Milwaukee County when the first territorial legislature met
at Belmont, Wis. on October 25. He also represented this County at Burlington,
onva - then a part of Wisconsin in 1837. On December 3, 1836 the large county of
Milwaukee was divided, and Racine County (which then included Kenosha County)

(1) These logs, deeply buried in the mud, were found over 50 years later when
the street was paved.



was made from a portion of the southern part, (1)

At first mail facilities were almost non-existant. Alexis Clermont, a French
Canadian of DePere was a pedestrian mail carrier between Chicago and Green Bay,
with a pack of blankets on his back and a mail pouch at his side. He traveled with
an Oneida Indian after the close of the Blackhawk War, but not after 1836. The trip
took about a month, a distance of 240 miles. He followed a track near the Milwaukee
Road (Hwy. 31). Each was paid about (2) $60.00. When a stage line to Chicago
began operation, mail routes were opened also, in 1836. It passed along the present
highway 31. Mail for Pike was left at the Willis Tavern or the Maxwell house, which
stood where 60th Street now intersects that highway, from there it was brought to
the village by horseback - when there was any to bring. It then cost 25¢ to send a
letter, the one to whom it was addressed paid the postage. Money was scarce and
letters few in those years!

During the year 1836 the population grew to 84, by 1840 it was 337. In 1837 the
name was changed from Pike to Southport, as this was the southernmost port possible
in Wisconsin. A severe, nationwide depression occurred in 1837. It continued for
a few years and times were difficult. (3) Nevertheless, a number of new buildings,
some of them stores, were built,

As yet the harbor could not be used. In 1837 the first preliminary survey for a
harbor was made by United States Engineers, who figured costs at the present
location at Southport, at Pike River and also at Racine. It was $87,000 here or at
Pike River.

As lake traffic steadily increased, so did the need for a harbor, In 1837 Mr.
Charles Durkee and others were sent to Washington in an effort to persuade Con-
gress to appropriate money for the necessary work, but without success. When an-
other attempt was made in 1840, there were many anxious days in Southport while
people waited to learn the decision. Racine had also asked for aid and at first they
were fearful that it might receive the appropriation. Then when it was known that
it was to be used here, there were days of worry lest the north mouth of the river
at Pike River might be selected. There was great rejoicing when the dredge came
here, for upon the harbor depended the growth of the city. (4)

In the meantime, certain men had observed that poles driven deeply into the
lake be.d were able to stand the northeasters. The idea met with ridicule at first,
but a pier was built through the efforts of R. C. Otis, who also built a warehouse, .
Mr. Cahoon doing the work. This proved successful and two other piers were built
later, After that, the voice of Samuel Hale was no longer heard shouting "Man the
lighter", when a ship appeared, and men could continue with their work.

Mrs, Charles Durkee died in 1839. Mr. Durkee then gave several acres at the
north end of the present Greenridge Cemetery, and there the first grave was that of
his be.loved wife, who had loved that spot and once remarked that should she die
she wished to be buried there. ’

In 1840, the people decided that Southport should incorporate as a village, and

(1) Prior to 1834, Brown Co. extended to the Ill. line. In 1834 Milwaukee Co.

con?prising several of the present counties separated
"Wisconsin Historical" Collections, vol, 4, p.plgffl o from Brown Co. See

(2) Telegraph Courier, Oct, 13, 1892,
(3) See letters of Austin Stone and Martha Dana in Historical Museum files.

(4) There was then a tremendous demand ever i i
for hasbors and o & 17 erywhere for Federal Aid, especially
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the necessary Acts were passed by the Territorial Legislature. Michael Frank,
who came in 1839, became the first village president. The citizens loved and were
interested in their community, thus its men spent many long evenings over public
affairs. They held frequent meetings, with much discussion. These often lasted
until nearly midnight, with only candle lights, and in the little log school building
at first.

At first, nearly all of the business places were south of Pike Creek on Pearl
(55th) Street and Lake Street (later washed away). In 1839 most of the business
moved to the north side, to be moved back a little later. In 1842, the settlement at
Pike River ceased to exist and many of the buildings were torn down and moved to
Southport.

By then, many good houses were being built, a number of them still stand.
Among these is the lovely white house at 5926 - 8th Avenue, built about 1839 by
Oscar and John Dana, that was then called "the little white house in the woods."
Many trees stood around it and in the Commons, through these a path led to the
home of Harvey Durkee, that stood at 8th Ave. and 61st Street where the Masonic
Temple is now located, Mrs. Durkee had been Martha Dana, thus there was much
visiting back and forth between the two homes, till a path was worn. Other houses
built at about the 1840's are at 6018 - 8th Ave., 6003 - 7th Ave. and 6208 - 7th Ave.
Others have been torn down recently.

In 1842, one boat put ashore a group of 60 settlers, this included many who were
to become important in the development of the town. Among them were Ezra Simmons,
Sr. with his four sons, one, a lad of 14 was Zalmon G. Simmons, later founder of the
great Simmons Company; Fred W. Lyman and family, the Baldwin family, and others
who were to help develop the town's business life.

During the 1840's, as the town continued to grow, Irish and German settlers
came, in addition to people from the Eastern U. S. and from England and Scotland.
These were a part of the great migration from Europe caused by the Irish famine
and the political unrest in Germany. In the 1840's there were a number of cases of
cholera, then the cause of many deaths throughout the country. This was chiefly
among these newcomers, but the epidemic did not last long.

In 1845, another $15,000 was appropriated for the harbor by Congress. After
that, the village did work on the harbor from time to time, with money borrowed,
then raised by taxation., In 1847, $5,000 was borrowed. The citizens early realized
the need for a lighthouse in addition to a harbor. The first was the stump of a large
tree cut about 12 feet above the ground. A layer of flat stones was placed upon the
top, on which a bonfire was kept burning at night. This was replaced in 1840 by one
made of four posts 24 feet high, which held a sash lantern three feet square. Two
or three years later a Government lighthouse was built, much to the relief of South-
port residents.

Qandles and fireplaces, together with somewhat primitive methods of starting
the .flres, were the only means of lighting, heating, cooking or doing industrial work
at first. Frame buildings caught fire from time to time, with only bucket brigades
to fight the fire. In the 1840's the men decided to purchase a fire engine - but this
was a very weak and poor protection when compared with modern equipment. (1)
The men of the village manned it quickly at work of a fire, but it was necessary to
draw it and the hose cart by man, not horse, power!

In 18‘%8, Wisconsin became a state, and Charles Durkee was elected as a member
of the United States Senate, where he was active through the troubled years preceed-

(1) See letter quoting prices on fire fighting equipment, 1846 in museum files from
L. Button & Co., Waterford, N. Y., also early equipment,
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ing the Civil War. He had been a Free Soiler (1), now he was the first Wisconsin
Senator in the newly organized Republican party.

By 1850, the population of Southport was 3,437, and its citizens had, for some
time, considered the possibility of becoming an incorporated city.

VI
WORSHIP SERVICES AND CHURCHES

In much of the earliest planning for the town, Southport had close association
with the church. The constitution of the Western Emigration Company was written
by one minister, Elder Jason Lothrop, and adopted at the home of another, Rev. Peter
Wooden. But for two months after the first settlers arrived there apparently was
no public worship service of any kind,

When the Austin Kellogg family arrived on August 5th, 1835, their first act was
to kneel and give thanks for their safety - since travel by lake was perilous then.
That week, Mr. Kellogg met another pioneer, Jonathan Pierce and during their
short conversation a religious service was planned for the following Sunday. There
was no minister in the group as yet, therefore this was probably a service of song,
prayer and testimony. It was held in the Warters Towslee cabin, the one built by
John Bullen on the south side of the harbor.

Worship services were held regularly after this, but it is not certain who preach-
ed the first sermon, Rev. M. Robinson was in Milwaukee that year, and Rev. John
Clark was traveling between Chicago and Green Bay (both Methodists), one of these
may have stopped for a service. (2) Abner Barlow, apparently a lay preacher, was
in the vicinity. On August 15th Elder Lothrop, a Baptist, arrived, but one record
says that he did not preach until November, 1835, others credit him with the first
sermon. The settlers all agreed to hold services together the first few years in-
stead of attempting to start a number of very small church groups.

Reuben H. Deming came in the Fall of 1836. He had been a minister in Vermont,
but seemed to serve here only as a lay preacher, that is he could preach but he
could not administer communion nor perform a marriage ceremony. The day after
he and his family arrived in Southport, a man knocked at the door of the unfinished
cabin, told him that they were intending to hold a service at his- Deming's - house
the next Sunday and that Mr. Deming was to preach. Then the man went on his way
to invite the people. There were then about 100 living in the village and within a
distance of four miles in the surrounding country - of these about 60 came. They
sat on blocks of wood, on nail kegs, on the few chairs, and many stood, while Mr,
Deming, standing in their midst, delivered his sermon.

When homes became too small, services were held in the log schoolhouse. A
worshipper in that little log building in May, 1838 wrote to a friend back home in
Vermont: "I attended church today. We had two sermons, a Sabbath School, and
now they are holding a Bible class. Our log schoolhouse was exceedingly uncomfort-
able, crowded to overflowing. I don't know what will be done this summer to accom-
modate our congregation - the pressure of the times is such that people think it
doubtful whether we get a chapel this season." (3) When the school was outgrown,

(1) The Free Soiler Party strongly opposed any extension of slavery as new states
and territories were formed.

(2) History of Methodism in Wis. Rev. P. S. Bennett.

(3) Letter from Martha Dana, later Mrs. Harvey Durkee.
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the academy auditorium was used. In 1837, when there were 144 people in the town
they continued to hold the Sunday services together, with perhaps a Congregational,
a Baptist, an Episcopalian or a Methodist clergyman speaking to all on alternate
Sundays. But by then, the various denominations began to form their own little
groups, with week day evening meetings in the homes for worship or business.

When the town was planned, a lot was set aside as a gift for the first denomina-
tion to erect a church edifice. This went to the Methodists, who in 1840 decided to
buildand who may have done some of the excavating that year. Times were hard and
members few, these probably gave work as they were able. Martha Dana, a member
of that congregation wrote ""Oh, it's terrible times here, no money in circulation
but "wild cat'' and counterfeit, people who have hundreds of dollars in Michigan
money are really suffering for plenty of provisions." It was June, 1842, before the
little church was ready.

At the same time, the Episcopal church was under construction. There is a
record that the men of the church went into the woods, cut down and squared the
heavy timbers needed. This was ready and dedicated on October 15, 1842, and was
called St. Matthews.

Neither of these churches stood on the site of the present day buildings. The
Methodist Church was built on what is now 6th Avenue between the Dayton Hotel and
the flatiron building. When the street was extended some years later, the church
was moved to the northeast corner of 7th Ave. and 60th St. St. Matthews at first
was on what is now the civic center, midway between 10th Avenue and Sheridan Road.
It was later moved to the southeast corner of 56th Street and Sheridan Road.

The Methodist and Congregational groups continued to meet together, at times
the Baptists joined with them, but in October, 1842, the Congregational group began
to plan for a building. In September, 1844, after some delay, their church was com-
pleted. This stood north of the Creek at the northeast corner of 50th Street and 8th
Ave. It was later moved across the Creek to a site on what is now the Civic Center.

There were a number of Irish families here by that time, and they too, were
anxious to have a church building. They were given the use of a house at the north=
east corner of 58th Street and 8th Avenue owned by the first Catholic settler, Bernard
McLaughlin. This stood until a few years ago. In 1842, Rev. Fr. Martin Kundig was
transferred to Milwaukee from Detroit. He soon found his way to Southport and the
32 families here, whose only opportunity for religious services had been when Father
Bondieul came from near Fond du Lac. Soon after Father Kundig's visit, the land
on which St. James Church now stands was acquired. The men cut the required
timbers in the woods, brick was brought from Racine by farmers, who gave the use
of their ox teams, and the church building was started. The basement was used for
celebrating Mass in the Fall of 1844; the building was completed in 1845. It faced
Sheridan Road and was called St. Marks.

) Baptist services were held in the log schoolhouse for a part of the time before
}ts sale in 1840. They then met from place to place. They too, attempted to build
in 1840, but for some reason could not go ahead with the project. Finally, Mrs.
An'n Quarles gave the lots at 59th Street and 8th Avenue for church use only, and
building began about 1844, The work went slowly for several years. Each one did
what he could, gave work if he could not give money, the record reads. All other

ggzgches, Protestant and Catholic, helped, and the church was dedicated July 11,

Thg very fine co-operation that existed between all denominations for many
years is shown by a rec”ord of the old St. Marks Church. At a business meeting it
was resolved that they ''tender their most grateful acknowledgment to their Protestant
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fellow citizens for their liberality in subscribing toward the erection of our church";
then followed a list of names of many members in all of the other churches. And
when in the Fall of 1843 the Episcopal rector, Rev. F. H. Hatch, presented St.
Matthews church with a bell, it was hung with a general gathering of the village,
"people of all denominations lending a willirig hand," and the record says that the
"same willing hands rang it continuously the first 24 hours!"

Thus through mutual good fellowship and co-operation all of the five downtown
churches were erected and in use during the period that the town was known as
Southport.

There was another church organized during this period that met from place to
place, sometimes in public halls, occasionally in the village hall, but which did not
erect a building. This was known as the Excelsior Church (1) and was attended by
some very prominent families, the Charles C. and C. Latham Sholes' among others,
people who wished to attend church, but who were somewhat more liberal in thought
and did not care to go to any of the other five.

A1l of these churches required hard work and sacrifice from their people, be-
cause congregations were small and money scarce indeed. Some of the salaries of
their pastors were met by means of donation parties. For these, the congregation
would meet at the parsonage, when each family would give a quantity of food stuffs,
wood for heating, etc., probably not too satisfactory for the pastor's family, but
then quite a necessary way of contributing toward his salary.

VII
SCHOOQOLS AND EDUCATION

Many of the earliest settlers were quite well educated for that day; they enjoy-

ﬁd rea}ding and a refined way of living. Therefore, it is not surprising to find that

keeping schools'" were among their first activities. With at least one group, school
began before the village was reached. There were ten children among the families
who came with Elder Lothrop in August, 1835, including Mr. Lothrop's 15 year old
son and 11 year old daughter. The sailing ship took four long weeks to make the
trip from Buffalo, N, Y. to Pike, Wis. During those weeks, classes were held every
day, with Sunday School session on Sundays. (2)

~ That winter Elder Lothrop taught 27 pupils at a private school in his log cabin -
it must have been crowded and uncomfortable. (3) All of these did not come from
the village, some were from farm families near by. The Kellogg children skated
the three miles down frozen Pike Creek. A record tells us that Mr. Lothrop order-~
ed two dozen English Readers, Smith's Arithmetics, and six Kirkham's Grammars
that Fall, those were undoubtedly used in the school. Elder Lothrop was evidently

a very well educated man, well qualified to teach, not only English, but Greek, Latin,
German and French. (4) After a little time, he had his library of several hundred
volumes here in his frontier home.

¥n_the winte‘r qf 1836-37, Mr. Lothrop moved into the township of Pleasant
Prairie (qow within the present city limits). There he held school for the children
of that neighborhood. A Miss Maltby had a private school at the north edge of the

(1) This was perhaps the forerunner of the Unitarian church in Kenosha.
(2) Lothrop in Kenosha Telegraph, May, 1869.

(3) Lyman History, p. 18. '

(4) Michael Frank Diary.
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village. In 1837, the first schoolhouse was built - of logs, - and was known as the
block school. It was near the site of a building now known as 5617 - 6th Avenue,
and a Mrs. Allen was the first teacher there. This was not a public school, as we
know it, but a rate school, each family paying according to the number of its child-
ren attending. Families who had no children of school age, or whose children did
not attend, paid nothing, of course.

This little log schoolhouse was described as follows: It was made of logs hewn
on the inside, a floor of unmatched boards, a door with wooden hinges, and a ceil-
ing of loose boards. A row of writing counters ran around the room against the
wall. These were used for elevated seats on public occasions when the room was
filled with a larger number of persons than could be seated on the benches. The
room was about 20 x 20 feet. As there was no public hall, it was used about every
night for some gathering of business, worship or amusement, and for church ser-
vices.

Reuben H. Deming was much interested in education, and when Michael Frank
arrived in 1839, both men worked, spoke and wrote in an effort to have a better
school system. Mr. Frank and C, Latham Sholes (1) became joint editors of the
local paper after 1840, and thus had a good opportunity to keep the cause of good
schools before the public, not only in the village but also in quite a large surround-
ing area. Newspapers were few and Southport was a trade center.

About 1838, William Bullen erected a large frame building near the creek, some-
what north of the site of the present Vocational School building. That year, Rev,
Martin P. Kinney, a brother-in-law of Mr. Frank, opened a select school there.

This incorporated as the Southport Academy in 1839, was probably the first in-
corporated academy in Wisconsin. (2) Louis P. Harvey, a newcomer, who had
taught for two years at Woodward College in Ohio, was the next principal and super-
vised it until 1844. The pupils who attended were probably about the age of our
Junior High school students now, some may have been older. The books they studied
were very different, although the subjects were: reading, writing, grammar,
arithmetic, geography, chemistry and natural philosophy. The charges were $3.00
per quarter for higher branches, $2.00 for common school studies.

Another select school or academy was kept for a time by George Stebbins in the
basement of the new Methodist Church, in the early 1840's. Later a Mr. Adams also
had a small academy in a house that stood at the northwest corner of 8th Avenue and
59th Street. This seems to have eventually merged with or taken the place of the
Southport Female Seminary, an institution toward which the leading men of the
village began working in 1843, when a constitution was adopted. According to some
records, its classes began the next year. (3)

Wisconsin became a separate Territory in 1836, and a representative was sent
from Southport to the Territorial Legislature. Col. Frank's newspaper campaign
for free schools came to a test when he was the representative in 1844 and introduc-
ed a bill providing for the establishment of free schools in Wisconsin. The bill failed
to pass, but in 1845 he did succeed in securing the passage of a bill that permitted
free public schools only within the limits of Southport, when agreed upon by a maj-
ority of the legal voters. This caused a great deal of excitement in the little town.
Many did not wish "to pay for the education of other people's children." There was
So much discussion and disagreement that the first meeting broke up without a vote

(1) Hg was later the inventor of the typewriter.
(2) W1_sconsin Historical Collections Vol. 5, p. 347.
(3) This eventually became Kemper Hall.

-15 -



being taken. But at a second meeting, the bill was accepted and a free public school
opened that summer. It is said to have been the first free public school west of the
Allegheny Mountains.

Vacant rooms were sought for the school, Father Kundig offered the use of the
St. Marks Church basement and the first sessions were held there. John Bullen Jr.
equipped the room. He hewed logs and fashioned furnishings. Elder Jason Lothrop
“was the first teacher, with only eight pupils at first - people feared there was a
"catch" in it. (1) Reuben H. Deming was so busy in a school at about that time that
he was absent from an important meeting elsewhere, and it may be that he did at
least some of the teaching. (2)Mr. H. Spurr was also a very capable teacher there.

This free school continued more or less regularly; later, in 1848, Wisconsin
became a state and its statutes provided for a free school system everywhere.
When these statutes were written, Michael Frank, one of a committee of three
appointed for that purpose, was chosen to write the portion concerned with free
school laws.

There were two school houses built between 1840 and 1848; the little white
schoolhouse, that stood on the site of the present St. Matthews Episcopal Church,
was probably a rate school at first., The other, according to J. H. McMynn, was
built on the north side of the Creek, about where the Weiskopf School now stands,
and was the first free public elementary school building erected for that purpose.

A high school building was built in 1849. This brick building cost $5,500. It was

70" x 43", two stories in height, with room for 400 students. It was dedicated July
20th. The Wisconsin press heralded it as one of the most modern structures in the
conception for the free education of our children. There was more pomp and cere-
mony at that function than ever before in Southport. Josiah Bond, Charles Clement
and Z. C. Graves, the first principal, spoke. The Southport band provided the music.
The site was the gift of Sereno Fisk, Sr. but did not comprise the entire bloek, along
11th Avenue between 57th and 58th Streets, only the western part. (3)

Figures show that Col. Frank and R. H. Deming were right in their campaign
for more and better schools. Of 653 children between the ages of four and sixteen,
only one-third were in school. There were two districts, but only one schoolhouse
which occommodated about 50 children, although there were 350 in the district.
There were many small private schools in homes, where children were taught for
a fee, Mr. Deming said there were 11 in 1845, Many of the children attended these,
otherwise they would have had no school training. Those who maintained these
private schools generally had good educations and excellent characters. J. G.
McMynn (4) taught a private school during the winter of 1848, In June he took charge
of the public school in the North Ward, Professor Z. C. Graves taught in the South
Warc{. These two men worked together to organize graded schools in Kenosha, their
plan in many respects became a model for other graded schools in the state. (5)

(1) Kenosha Telegraph. Leo Peter Johnson 'Stuffed Saddlebags' Lyman, P, 127,
quoted from Frank's Diary.

(2) Kenosha High School Annual, 1903,

(3) Kenosha High School Annual, 1903, p. 9. The remainder of this block was
purchaged little by little through the 1860's, '70's and 1880, until the city owned
’;‘he ;r;tlzroeoblock except a lot in the south east corner. This was purchased in 1893
or $2, .

(4) John G. McMynn later became Superintendent of Public Instruction for Wisconsin.

(5) Wisconsin Historical Collections, Vol. 5, p. 346.
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Not only were the residents of Southport interested in schools, they also believ-
ed in good reading material. A few had excellent libraries in their homes. The
little Methodist Church found it difficult to support itself, but it built up a Sunday
School library of 500 volumes, other churches also had libraries. A small public
library was opened in the 1840's with Mrs. and Miss Duff for librarians. It had
about 750 books by 1850, and grew to nearly 1100 volumes before 1852. Many of
the books were gifts from citizens of the town. (1)

A letter written by Mrs. Martha Dana Durkee in 1836 tells of her hunger for
something to read here on the frontier, -anything, no matter how heavy or dry, -
that was perhaps characteristic of many of the settlers. Some of their activities
indicate this.

VIII
PRINTING AND NEWSPAPERS

Elder Jason Lothrop was one of those fortunate people who know how to do many
things. When the Claimant's Union was organized, some printing was needed, but
there was no printing press in Wisconsin except the one at Green Bay. About March,
1836, the Elder built a crude press, using a box placed on a stump; he made type
and ink also, then, with a ball and roller to distribute ink, and press the paper upon
the type, he printed the Proceedings of the Union, both as a large single sheet and
as a pamphlet of about nine pages. He later did other printing, according to his
own statement. His was undoubtedly the second printing press in the state, the
Othizr V\31as the one used to print a newspaper, The Green Bay Intelligencer, as early
as 1833.

With little knowledge of world events except when word was brought by travelers

or by occasional letters, the people were eager for a newspaper. In 1840, C. C.
Sholes bought the old Green Bay press, decided that Southport was the best place

in which to start a new paper, and shipped it here. He did not edit the paper him-
self as he was busy with newspapers elsewhere, but employed his brother, C.
Latham Sholes, to do this. A little later, Michael Frank became associated with
Sholes on the Southport Telegraph. (2) Thus our first newspaper was started by
'tlhe inventor of the first practical typewriter and by the man who is known as the

father of Wisconsin education". The first issue was on June 16, 1840.

Both the north and south sides of town wanted a newspaper, and when one was
publis_hed on the south side, the north soon followed with another, the Southport
American, in September, 1841. For a time after 1843, Louis P. Harvey, later
governor of Wisconsin, was connected with the editing of this, which added a third
to t_he group of capable men editing newspapers in so small a town. This paper ran
until October, 1849, when it was discontinued.

A copy of Volume 1, Number 1, Southport Telegraph, W. I, is still in existence.
It was a small four page paper, published weekly, terms, $2.00 per annum, payable
one hailf yearly in advance. Advertising cost $1.00 per square, 17 lines, for first
inserting, 25¢ each additional insertion. The paper contained mainly national and
world news, with very little about local affairs - everyone probably knew what was
happening to his neighbors before the paper came out, anyway! A marine record
of the number of ships arriving and departing at Southport was given for the 10 days

(1) A catalog of this library is in the Kenosha Co. Historical Museum files.
(2) From the 1850 census, and obituary records, C. C. Sholes was 23, C. Latham
Sholes 19 or 20 and M. Frank 33 at that time.
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previous to June 16, - thirteen ships in all. The mail schedule, also given, tells
how seldom this was received or sent out. South and east mail departed oniMon.,,
Wed., Fri, at 3:00 p. m.; arrived Sun., Tues., Thurs., at 6:00 p. m. Western mail
departed Thurs., 7:00 a. m., arrived Sun., 5:00 p. m. Northern mail departed Mon.,
Wed., Fri. at 4:00 a. m., arrived Sun., Tues., and Thurs., at 6:00 p. m.

The advertisements are the most interesting items in that paper for us today.
These occupied a large portion of it in comparison with its size, and included part
of the front page. They tell us a great deal about the town, what the people bought
and sold, also what many people did. We learn who were the attorneys and doctors,
real estate dealers, etc. One doctor, Jas. S. Munson, stated that he had had "much
experience with fever and ague and bilious fevers generally," and that he would at
all times be moderate in charge and lenient with those not able to pay. This in-
dicates something of the diseases most common in the new country, and of the
financial situation.

In 1842, Edward Young began the publication of a literary magazine, The Garland
of the West. Agents for this were listed for all of the larger cities of Wisconsin,
from Green Bay to Mineral Point, and from Chicago to Princeton, N. J. The sub-
ject matter was very much like that in many magazines of that day, heavy and dry,
very few today would be tempted to read it., Only six copies are said to be in ex-
istence today, and they are collectors' items. Edward Young was somewhat of a
poet, or at least a rhymester, and if his disposition was like one of his rhymes, he
did not let the lack of success of his magazine make him bitter:

"My purse is light, but what of that,
My heart is light to match it,
And if I tear my only coat,
I laugh, the while I patch it,"

IX
BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY

In this community both business and industry began in the summer of 1835. As
noted before, there was the Bullen and Allen store, and Resique maintained a tavern
and store. Sawmills were built along the Creek, a cooper shop quickly went into
operation because tubs, pails, barrels, etc. were needed, all made of wooden staves,
and by hand. As soon as a few cabins were built, the occupant of one near the lake
shore began the manufacture of hand pressed brick. Blacksmith shops were needed
and opened at once.

Soon shoemakers were busy, later on, hats, caps and probably gloves were made
by hatters. Wagons, also other farm implements were made as well. Today they
look very rough, heavy and difficult to use. At first a harness and saddle shop was
in the same building in which window and door frames were worked from the native
tlmbt.erglater other harness shops were opened., Frontier cabinet makers built the
required furniture, also coffins, since they also served as undertakers., A tailor
shop made men's clothing. By 1838 there were four stores in operation, all on

gtearlt(SSth) Street east of Main (6th Avenue). Others were opened latter on Main
reet,

As early as 1843, there was a bakery, the Southport, owned by Wattles and Irish,
where bread, sea biscuit, common, fancy, water and Boston crackers, rusks ginger
bread and cake were made and sold. A brewery, operated by A. Spicer, prol\’rided
beers ar}d ale?s that year. Founderies were very necessary for the manufacture of
many things in common use, such as sleigh shoes, fire dogs, cauldron kettles, and
many household and farm. implements and articles. Gradually, many other sr;:all
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industries were started, until there was a busy little shop on almost every corner
of what we now call the down town section.

In 1847 an Artisan's Guild was organized, called the Mechanics' Protective
Association, that foreshadowed organizations yet to come. It was a secret society,
its members subscribed to an oath of secrecy. Its announced purpose was ''to
establish a library, create mutual interest and a friendly feeling among mechanics,
elevate the tone of our morals and excite an interest in each others' welfare, and
to make a provision in case of sickness and distress.'" In reality, it was to pro-
tect its members from financial loss through poor financial practices. (1)

This county and the counties to the west were raising great quantities of wheat.
In 1840, Whiting & Co. had a warehouse at the wharf, and offered cash for 15,000
bushels of wheat. This also served as a storage place and headquarters for the
sale of farm produce. It was taken over by C. I. Hutchinson & Co. in the spring of
1843. The Durkee family and others also had warehouses for this purpose. The
Durkee warehouse held about 1500 bushels. At first the flouring mills were all
further west, but about 1842 these began to operate in Southport as well. The latter
not only supplied the local trade but made flour to ship elsewhere.

There were a number of taverns or hotels. At first Elder Lothrop and the
Crossits kept a boarding house in a log cabin during the first winter. The American
House, Deacon Whitney's log tavern, the Kenosha Ceepee House, later the Mansion
House and the Wisconsin House were some of these. In 1848, the Durkee House, a
large brick building located where the Bode Furniture Company building now stands,
- 5431 - 6th Ave., was built and was one of the best hotels in Wisconsin. At that
time, hundreds of families were moving west and many travelers stopped at South-
port, some to locate permanently, others to continue on their way further west or
north. About the late 1848's or '49's, another brick building, the Runals House was
erected at the northeast corner of Wisconsin and Main Streets (58th and 6th Ave.).

As the country became more settled, the town became a busy place, a trading
center for a stretch of country that extended as far west as Rock River. Sometimes
wagon trains brought lead from mines as far west as Galena, Illinois, when it was
destined for some lake port or was needed here. Business places became some-
what larger, although much of the business was still by barter, that is, by exchange
of articles instead of by money payments.

_ When new goods arrived, it was a newspaper story, and was indeed an item of
interest to many. An account of the Great Western, a boat that brought a shipment
of goods, gives us an idea as to what the stores kept for sale then; the ship left
black, blue, claret and brown broadcloths, black, drab and mixed casimeres, mole-
skin, Penn Jeans, Coaguanock Cassimere, bleached and brown sheeting, English
and American prints, brown and white linens, dress and bonnet silks, Swiss and
book muslin, cambric, blond thread Bobt. (2) edgings, black lace and crape; Pic nic
China and kid gloves; fancy handkerchiefs, shawls, cotton & worsted hose; Leg-
horn and s{:raw bonnets, etc., etc. In foods it left teas, sugar, molasses, coffee,
g::pper, spice, ginger, rice, raisins, dried apples, 250 bbl, salt at $2.50 per bbl.,
c.

) Things became more plentiful and living was better than at first as Southport
v.111age 1.1fe neared its close. And its citizens still watched hopefully as new fami-
lies arrived, new houses were built, and business places and industry increased,

(1.) Th}é record book with oath, membership and minutes is in the Kenosha County
Historical Museum.

(2) Probably an abbreviation for Bobinette.
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but their hopes and ambitions still were centered on the city's becoming a bigger
and busier lake port.

X
RECREATION AND OTHER ACTIVITIES

It is good to be alone occasionally. In fact, a little loneliness may be very good
for one at times. But in the early settlements on our frontiers, people were often
too lonely. They were separated from relatives and friends, wi‘th wide strefgcl_les
of uninhabited country around them, With no telephone, no movies, no television,
poor roads and no boats from November to April, no newspapers, oT, after _1849,
only a four page one weekly, they were far from contact with everything but their
own little community or similar ones some miles distant.

We can imagine that those people were glad to do things that would bring them
together. Recreation and some laughter were necessary if they were to endure the
first few hard years. Therefore, they made their own amusements. After long lfxours
of hard physical labor, they undoubtedly were better satisfied to do things that did
not call for too much bodily activity. Those were intelligent people who apparently
endeavored to find something that would occupy their minds.

There was a singing school, led by Nathan Dye, who was a shoe maker by trade,
but who loved music so much that sometimes he would forget his work as he called
children into his shop from the street and taught them to sing. The lyceum was an-
other favorite entertainment. People would meet in the little log schoolhouse to
listen to debates by some of the well educated leading men of the village. We would
think some of the debated subjects queer today: ''Is Phrenology (1) of any Service
to Mankind?" and "Ought Females to be Tolerated as Public Lecturers?' There
were several Lyceums under different names and leadership at times. A Mozart
Society met at the school house on Fridays "at early candle light" for several years.

Another evening amusement was a spell down in a contest to see who could re-
main on the floor the longest without misspelling a word as increasingly difficult
ones were chosen from the quaint old spelling books. Or a writing school taught
style and gave practice in the beautiful penmanship of that day.

At times, groups of women would meet together for an afternoon to sew, quilt
quilts, prepare apples for drying, or do other work together, for one another or for
a church society. Occasional the men came later for supper and to spend the even-
ing. Parties were given in the homes, though at first the refreshments were perhaps
scanty or queer. One account tells that raw turnips were passed, together with a
knife with which to scrape them for eating. It might have been that, with the un-
balanced diet of the first winters, those turnips provided some food quality or vitamin
required by the body and so were really satisfying and a treat. (2)

The Fourth of July always called for a big open air celebration, with songs, a
long patriotic or political speech, and of course a dinner or a picnic meal. Christ-
mas also meant visiting, with as good a dinner as could possibly be cooked and
much fun, although it was much simpler than today. The few gifts were usually of
a practical and useful kind. Rooms and trees were not ornamented with the beauti-
ful trimmings that we have today, but evergreen boughs were placed around windows,
doors and fireplace mantles. If there was a tree, a few home made ornaments or
strings of popcorn were used for decoration.

(i{) 1'1I‘his taught that character and ability were indicated by the shape of the
skull,

(2) In the play "Tobacco Road" the craving for turnips caused a murder.
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On farms outside the village, there were evening husking bees, where, in a
lantern lighted barn, or if warm.by moonlight, both men and women worked at strip-
ping ears of corn free from the dried husks and stalks. If an ear with red kernels
was found, it gave the privilege of a kiss to the young couple working together.

Story telling, spiced with humor and exaggeration, often characterized a
gathering of men. Abraham Lincoln, of course is the outstanding example of that
phase of frontier life. For a few years, the light at these evening gatherings was
provided by candles. The effect must have been dull and gloomy at times, but wit
and laughter helped to make the affairs cheerful. Later, kerosene lamps and
lanterns provided better lighting,

Church meetings were a source of pleasure as well as of worship because they,
too, brought the settlers together, There were picnics, with the lunch cloth spread
on the ground and the picnickers seated around it on blankets. Men frequently pitch-
ed horseshoes during an afternoon visit, or at picnics. Many did not approve of
dancing, but after some of the better homes and public halls were built, balls or
dancing parties were given occasionally for friends.

In addition to these, the pioneers also found many things to be active in, and
about which to get excited. And they frequently became very excited over the events
of their daily life. Mr. Frank once wrote that ''the value of property in Southport
does not depend so much upon its worth as upon popular excitement," that is, for
example, when they thought a harbor appropriation was to be made by Congress for
this community, there was excited buying of land, if they feared the Bill would not
pass, land did not sell.

Slavery still existed in the South, and that was a subject that awoke deep feel-
ing and much discussion. A Liberty Association was organized about 1840, and
its Convention met here in 1844, Temperance was another movement in which
there was great interest. A Temperance Society was formed shortly after the first
settlers arrived, later others were organized. As better communication was es-
tablished and a paper published, politics became a very serious question and argu-
ments became frequent and heated.

A County (1) Medical Association was also formed as early as 1840, and was
active. The majority of the officers were from Southport. A year later an Agricul-
tural Society was organized, with some of the meetings in Southport, others in
country taverns or villages. R. H. Deming and Michael Frank took an active part
in this movement also,

The decade of 1840 was a period when many little communities or groups, some
religious, others not, were formed with the hope of creating an ideal and perfect
mode of life. One of these originated in France, and was called the Fourier Move-~
ment, from the name of the man who started it. Southport people became much in-
terested, and a group called a Phalanx, was formed here. Apparently nearly every-
one in the town was interested and contributed time and money, even if he did not
ac.tually join it. At one time, 30 men went from here to the settlement near Ripon,
Wl_sconsin, called Ceresco, to prepare the place for their families, who followed,
This was somewhat communistic or communal, not quite in the sense that we use
that_word today, but in a finer way, with an attempt to have a perfect, entirely un-
selfish community, This was the only one of such communities to really succeed -
it succeeded so well financially that it defeated itself, the property was divided
among the members and the communal system ended. (2)

(1) This. included what is now both Racine and Kenosha Counties.
(2) Quaife, M. M. Lake Michigan
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There were other new movements or fads that swept over the country and South-
port residents gave time and attention to most of these, One was the study of
Phrenology - the supposed index to character and indication of the type of work one
would best succeed in by the shape of the head. Mesmerism (1) was new and that
"must be investigated" wrote one man. Spiritualistic meetings with rappings and
other happenings received a share of interest as well.

Then when far distant events led to a war with Mexico in 1846

"At wagon bench, at anvil

Men heard the battle cry,

To farm, to forge, to girls they loved
They said a long good-by. v

No time now for laughter,

No time now for tears,

Gone the bright and gleaming hopes
Of brave young prairie years

Thru chaparral, thru pedregal
Men marched to meet the foe,
Toss your hopes behind you!
Toss your youth behind you!
Santa Ann's waiting

On the heights of Mexico!" (2)

Wisconsin was still a territory, thus was not expected to furnish troops. But in
1847 the Territory was called on for a company. Each recruit was to receive
$12.00 upon enlistment, $7.00 a month while in service and either $100 or 100
acres of land at the end of his term,

In May, 1847, over 100 soldiers under Captain Augustus Quarles from Kenosha
became Company E, 15th Regulars, U. S. Infantry. The company left by Lake
steamer from Milwaukee for Detroit. There they received uniforms, and passed
down the Toledo Canal to Cincinnati, where arms were issued. Then on to Vera
Cruz by way of New Orleans. (3) In about a month they joined Gen., Winfield Scott
on the march to Mexico City. This company was under terrific fire at the battle
of Churubusco, where one third of the company fell, dead or wounded. Among them
was Captain Quarles, a brilliant young man of 26, who was shot while leading his
company in a difficult charge, the first American officer to die. Later his body
was returned to Southport and a monument erected by the Legislature of Wisconsin
Territory, the Village of Southport and his family.

The decade closed with the intense excitement of the California Gold rush, and
many from the county were swept westward by the lure of wealth. And by the close
of the period, theatrical troups were presenting entertainments and plays. Circuses,
as well began to appear during the summer months, the first in 1845.

With'all of the activities and all of the work of development, here as in almost
all fr.ontler §ett1ements, there was one thing that was foremost, and that was a sense
of neighborliness and helpfulness that brought aid and comfort in times of illness,

loss or trouble. This was freely and cheerfully given, without thought of recompense,
when there was need,

(1) Hypnotism
(2) Line o' Type , Chicago Tribune.

(3) A boat the Southport, carried them across the Gulf of Mexico. See Wi i
Magazine of Him‘ 1943, . »ee Wisconsin
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PART 1I
NOW THEY CALL IT KENOSHA

1850-1935
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X1
SOUTHPORT BECOMES KENOSHA AND BUILDS A RAILROAD

1850 - 1860

The year 1850 brought many local changes. A realization of the need for cer-
tain advantages and a growing pride brought a request for a charter as an incorpo-
rated city to the State Legislature. This was granted on February 8, 1850. When
the town assumed the status of a city it took a new name, really its original name,

Kenosha (Pike).

Upon petitions of L. G. Merrill and others, William Tucker and 99 others, pre-
sented by Mr. Hale, and of H. Rogan and 122 others presented by G. M, Robinson,
separation of Kenosha County from Racine County was asked. There was some
opposition, especially from the Board of Supervisors, but the bill was passed with
a provision about public buildings, on February 8, 1850 also, when the Indian name
was taken for the new county.

The Southport village government, W. S. Strong, president, continued until
after the April election of 1850, when Michael Frank was elected the first mayor of
Kenosha, and Charles C. Sholes its first city clerk. There were new aldermen
from each of the three wards, while four trustees from the old village organization
took their places with them to form the new council. On April 5, 1850, the first
meeting of the new city government was held, President Strong administered the
oath of office to Mr. Frank, who then swore into office the other city officials; his
inaugural address followed.

The second meeting of the new Council took place the very next evening, to
decide how to meet a crisis that had arisen, the so-called "wheat riot." C. I.
Hutchinson, operator of one of the large wheat warehouses, had met with financial
difficulty and failed in business. He had issued receipts to farmers for wheat re-
ceived for storage, evidently with some inaccuracies.When a writ from the U, S.
Circuit Court ordered himto deliver 1900 bushels to an Ohio man, the wheat owners
bgcame suspicious and alarmed lest they lose their property. Many came into the
city armed with clubs, pitchforks, axes or anything at hand, gathered around the
warehouse, or met in angry groups on the streets. Serious trouble threatened.
The city had no ordinances giving anyone power to act, no police force nor any
other provision for such a situation. At the April 6th meeting, a Resolution was
passed that empowered the mayor and city marshal, Jacob McKinney, a man of
a.dvanced years, to do all they could to prevent disturbance of the peace and destruc-
§1on of property. It instructed Mayor Frank to issue a Proclamation that would
impress upon citizens and others the importance of observing the law, and also
assure the farmers that their legal rights would be preserved; that the removal
of wheat under a writ from the U. S. Court did in no way impair their means of
legal redress. Mr. Frank was called upon several times to address the men and
reassure them as best he could.

Upon Mayor Frank's first visit to the middle warehouse, the scene of trouble,
he was met on the way by a number of business men who advised him to select
sever:_al strong men,arm them with clubs and forcibly expel the men engaged in
carrying away wheat. He knew it was unwise to attempt to control such a body of
excited men wi?h clubs, and declared also that he would not have his first act as
mayor one of violence if other means were possible, that he would go to the ware-
house unarmed and see what reasoning could do. He and Mr, McKinney approached
the warehouse where about 20 men were filling bags with wheat and carrying them
to.wagops outside. His courage rather failed when he looked in at the door, but an
Ir1.sh friend saw his hesitation and called out to him, ""Come in, Col. Frank, not a
hair of your head shall be hurt." He asked for attention, the men stopped work, he
expressed sympathy for those who were suffering, pledged that the city authorities
would do all they possibly could to secure the rights of those wronged and begged
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for delay. The men threw down their bags, vacated the warehouse, and Marshal
McKinney fastened the doors and nailed boards over the windows outside. Saturday
there was much threatened violence,one man even counseled the burning of the ware-
houses. Again on Sunday violence and fire threatened and the Mayor was summoned
from a church service. Wheat, claimed to be the property of a buyer from Cleve-
land, was being removed to a vessel. The Mayor could only once more appeal to
reason. The work of removal by the farmers was stopped, the more willingly be-
cause it became known that U. S. Judge Miller of Milwaukee had ordered two
companies of militia to Kenosha to protect property and restore order. For in the
meantime, a messenger sent to Milwaukee had given an excited account of the event.
Then people came in from all parts of the county and excitement ran high. The
militia remained in Kenosha for a day or so until quiet was restored and the men
had returned to their farm homes. Quiet was gradually restored, but the ill feeling
provoked lasted months and years. (1)

Upon separation from Racine County, Kenosha had no public buildings except
a rather poor frame one, used for a city hall, and practically no money. In Febru-
ary, 1850, the citizens met at the Durkee Hotel to discuss erection of a county
building. The permission for the division of counties given by the Legislature con-
tained a provision that, because the residents of the southern part, or Kenosha, had
already been taxed to pay for the Racine County Court House, they could not be
again taxed to provide money for the erection of another; that if Kenosha was to
have a court house, it must be built by subscription. A site was given by Sereno
Fisk, and the first court house was built by private subscription, which probably
included labor and material as well as money. The site was that of the police de-
partment building today, at the N. W. corner of 8th Avenue and 56th Street.

By June the construction of this combined courthouse and jail was started. It
was of brick, measured 40' x 60', three stories high, with a dome in the center.
The basement was used as a jail, the second floor was the sheriff's living quarters
and office, the third floor was a court room. This building was completed by the
Fall of 1850. ( 2)

After the April 6th meeting, the City Council met frequently to work on its
many problems. There were a few needy families who must be cared for, roads
and bridges were badly in need of repair, furniture was required for the city hall,
ordinances that would give the city government power to act in various situations
as they arose, were necessary. Fire and health protection, all demanded attention.
Apparently very few or no sidewalks had been built as yet, Now these were laid,
little by little, over a period of time, the first piece decided upon by city action
seems to have been along the north side of 58th Street from 6th Avenue to the then
new high school. Walks on 6th Avenue followed. These were of plank, with occasion-
ally a short stretch of brick walk.

Sewers, so-called, were discussed, and some were put in, though they were
evidently little more than drains or even open ditches, with perhaps some field
tile laid, to drain the rain water off the muddy streets and from stagnant pools.
One, from a hotel on 55th Street east of 6th Avenue to the lake was of better con-
struction and covered, with drains from other buildings connected, the first attempt
. at real sewer service.

(1) Mary D. Bradford "Memoirs, Lyman History p. 98ff. Kenosha Telegraph and
Frank's Diary.

(2) Another building, now the police department garage, was built in 1870 for the
county clerk's and register of deeds' offices, much later it became the municipal
court. It was not another court house but an unattached addition to the first.
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A building was destroyed by fire, after that, church bells were rung as a fire
alarm, and an award of $1.00 was offered to the first person to do this in case of
fire. New fire fighting equipment- an engine, undoubtedly hand operated, with 300
feet of hose, was purchased in July, 1850, in August a brick reservoir 15" in dia-
meter, 14' deep, located at the northeast corner of 56th St. and 6th Ave. was built
for fire use. Early in 1851, a request sent the Legislature for permission to in-
corporate a volunteer fire department was granted and companies were organized.
Many prominent business men were members.

In July, 1853, a platform on the bank of Pike Creek, large enough to permit an
engine to draw water from the Creek was authorized by the Council. Additional
reservoirs were built near 46th St. and 7th Ave., at 8th Ave. and the Creek; at 56th
St. and 11th Ave., at 10th Ave. and 59th St. and at the S. E. Corner of the public
square. In May, 1854 the worst fire yet to occur in the city showed how necessary
these were. The Durkee Hotel barn, David Crosit's wagon shop, Yates & Chisholm's
washboard factory and Glover's lumber yard were burned, the result of children
playing with fire. '"Thanks to the skill and energy of the firemen' (1) the fire did
not spread farther. The following spring, a cupola with a fire alarm triangle was
added to the city hall, and a new and larger reservoir, 25' x 12" built at 56th St.
Gradually more equipment, and housing for it, was provided.

Today we smile at some of the Ordinances passed by the City Council in those
early years. Some compelled restraint of cattle, swine, geese and horses within
the city limits, very necessary when people depended on gardens for fresh vegetables
and fruit, and the enforcing of cleanliness on streets was a matter of health. Once
16 hogs, the property of one of the most prominent men of the city were impounded
when on the streets, and he was forced to pay a penalty to recover possession of
his swine.

A Gambling Ordinance was passed. A Board of Health composed of the Mayor
and one member from each of the three wards was appointed at a very early coun-
cil meeting. Cholera cases occurred again that summer (1850). (2)

In July, 1850, an effort was made to find a building for a temporary city jail,
and an Ordinance was being drawn that would permit the city to provide police pro-
tection, when an exceedingly brutal murder occurred. It happened in the then better
residence section, near the Mayor's home. With Mayor Frank's assistance, the
murderer was arrested before he could leave the yard where the crime was com-
mitted. He was in the Racine County jail for a time because that of Kenosha County
was still under construction and there was no place available.

This man, John McCaffary, later faced trial in the new court house here, was
convicted and hanged. The gallows was erected about half a mile out in the country,
near the present 67th St. and 14th Ave. The morbid excitement of the great crowd
that watched the execution, (3) the burning editorials and articles in the local
paper, and the efforts of C. Latham Sholes, then state assemblyman from here,
and others, brought about a Statute in 1853 that, ever since, has prohibited capital
punishment in Wisconsin. (4)

(1) Kenosha Telegraph

(2) Frank's Diary, also newspapers.

(3) Tradition says the death took eight minutes.

(4) W(iisconsin Magazine of History Summer, 1952 and Local Circuit Court
records.

- 25 -



Shortly after this murder, a basement that seemingly had been used for a store,
was rented as a city jail, and six watchmen were appointed - with no pay except
when allowed by the Council. The City was then paying its bills with scrip (notes
to be later redeemed with cash, as and when money was obtained from tax payments).
With the exception of Milwaukee, Kenosha had been the most prosperous, fast-
growing place in southeastern Wisconsin, then came a change. There were several
years of crop failures, added to the feelings of ill will from the Hutchinson affair,
The town stopped growing, business slowed, people moved away, some stores and
houses were unoccupied.

In August, 1851, the city almost lost its city hall. The owner of the land upon
which it stood failed in business and the land passed into the hands of a creditor.
The new owner not only refused to renew the lease, but threatened to bring suit
for $1,000 for trespass. It was decided to move the building and, tradition says,
its removal from the old lot was done during the night, when it was placed on a
part of Market Square (56th St.) which at that time was only half its present width.

The harbor's usefulness was still limited. Early in 1851, the harbor debt was
$4,228. The citizens voted to levy a tax of $10,000, that the work might continue.
City script was issued for this purpose in 1851, bearing 12% interest. By 1855, the
city was beginning to turn to the Simmons family for aid when help was needed.
Several times loans were obtained from Mr. Simmons when money was required
to continue work, -without remuneration, it is said, other than the payment of the
loan. There were also Government appropriations occasionally, but newspaper
sources suggest that these were not always wisely spent- the money was not turned
over to the city, but was used to buy materials at excessive prices, which left
little for salaries. In 1857, in addition to a $5,000 tax for the harbor, bonds were
issued for $10,000 with 10% interest, for a ten year period. By then, the "highway"
of sand, 10 to 12 feet wide, originally at the entrance, had been removed to a depth
of five or more feet, much clay had been removed from the bottom of the harbor,
two good piers built of piling filled with stone, also sheet piling driven down on the
inside of the harbor, but dredging continued. By 1859, a channel 11 feet deep had
been dredged along the north pier, this would admit the largest vessels then on the
lake. That year it was necessary to levy only $1,000 for the harbor. But time
after time the question of an additional tax or loan had been presented to the vote
of the people and it had always received a large majority in favor.

By 1854, lake erosion was eating away land dangerously; owners attempted to
build breakwaters in an effort to save their homes, and the city was asked to do
the same at the ends of streets, Later, piers were built out at the ends of 58th and
59th streets, as it was believed that they would stop the erosion. In 1859, Senator

Durkee built a breakwater along his property, now a part of the Kemper Hall grounds,

that cost $6,000,

Some years after Kenosha's founding, railroads, that had first been built in
the East about 1830, began to push westward. Finally, in 1852, two reached Chicago.
Soon sections of the lake states were experimenting with them until it seemed that
almost every little city wanted its railroad. Kenosha was no exception, and when
there was prospect of a lake shore railroad, it immediately became very interest-
ed. Traffic, commerce and good mail service continued to slow greatly when winter
stopped the boats, but it was stiil generally thought that waterways were the main
means of transport, and that railways would only be feeders for them:.

¥n 1852, the city council was asked to take immediate steps to secure the com-
pletion of this road; the citizens voted to give the credit of the city to raise (1)
$5,000 for the harbor, (2} $5,000 to pay on present city indebtedness and $100,000
for the Green Bay, Milwaukee & Chicago Ry. By December, Col, Frank noted that
the prospect of a railroad inspired some business confidence, also the preliminary
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steps toward the establishment of a bank. (1) A conference held in Milwaukee
that month gave a good financial report, the contract was let to Wm. Wright and
Jas. Mallory for the portion from Milwaukee to the Illinois line, completion to be
by January 1, 1854, the cost $18,000 per mile; already a charter to the Railway
Company had been granted by the state.

Then followed a period of impatient waiting for work to begin, and of fear lest
Il1linois might not build its part from Chicago to the state line, although it, too, had
received a charter. In August, 1853, ground was broken on 13th Avenue south of
60th Street. The city gave the railroad the right to build through and across its
streets and to occupy streets for the maintenance and operation of its road, the
grades to conform to established city grades. By December, 1854, the road from
Chicago had reached Waukegan, and on May 18th, 1855, Mr. Frank wrote:

"A great day on West Main St. (2) Besides more than 100 workmen on
the road, large numbers of spectators filled the sidewalks.

May 19, 1855 - The ceremony of laying the last rail on the Lake Shore
Road was performed this A. M. at 10:30 o'clock. A short speech was
made by the Mayor of Chicago, also the Mayor of Milwaukee. Flags
were raised, cannon fired and bells rung. A large crpwd in attendance.
At 11 A. M. seven passenger cars from Chicago, containing a large
number of citizens of Chicago and Waukegan, started for Milwaukee.
Over one hundred went from Kenosha, myself among them. The ride
was a free one, invited guests went. The excursion returned from
Milwaukee at 6:00 P, M. without accident."

In October, 1855 the Road began the erection of a depot, near 52nd Street.

In the meantime, Kenosha people became worried about the trade from the west,
especially so because other railroads were in prospect: one from Janesville to
Chicago, another from Racine west, etc. Business was watched anxiously, any
additional families in town noted, and it was a period of tension and fear lest the
city lose in the race for commercial success. In March, 1852 at Kenosha's request,
the Legislature gave authority for it to aid in building the Kenosha and Beloit Rail-
road running west. A referendum election asking for a bond issue of $150,000 for
that purpose had but one dissenting vote. In May, 1853, the Council Resolved that
a first mortgage be placed on the railroad, not to exceed $10,000 per mile. In
August the Railroad directors agreed to this for the first 15 miles, to include all
depots, warehouses, etc. located in Kenosha. There was some opposition voiced,
especially by farmers, as the county was also pledged to help. The newspapers
did all possible to awaken and keep alive enthusiastic support of the road.

In November, 1853, work began near Fox River, with 270 men employed, but it
was not until November, 1854, that ground was broken inside the Kenosha City
limits. The dirt removed from the roadbed within these limits was used to fill
parts of the ravine (3) near the present down town section. Locally, business had
improved, now there was a good harbor, new buildings were under construction,
old ones were repaired, manufacturers had enlarged, shops had been refitted. At
one time in May, 1854, -a busy time on farms, -104 teams were counted on Main
St. (6th Ave.) at one time. The fact that conditions throughout the country were

(1) A bank was opened as soon as the State banking law went into effect. In March,
1855, a second bank opened. These were known as the Kenosha City Bank and the
Kenosha County Bank.

(2) Now 13th Avenue. From Diary.

(3) This was probably the one enclosed as the Bailey Canal.
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better might partly explain this,

But by March, 1855, work on the railroad had slowed, and finally st‘opped en-
tirely. A feeling that prospects for the road were bad threatened to bring about a
local depression. A meeting in July endeavored by volunteer effort to raise $50,000
in the city and $100,000in the county but failed. Then a referendum election was
held, that proposed the levying of a tax of $150,000. The city vote was 212 for ‘and
22 against the tax. The amount of voluntary subscriptions, $84,000 as yet uppald,
was to apply on the payment, which left $66,000 to be raised by tax. In Apml, 18.56,
orders on city credit of $22,000 each, for one, two and three years bearing 10% in-
terest, were delivered to the Railroad officials. But more money was neededf there
was difficulty in securing the iron necessary for construction. To procure this,
thirty or forty of the principal business men of the city gave their individual notes
for $30,000, payable in six months.

=

By the Fall of 1856, the laying of tracks in the city commenced, by the end of
the year, these had been laid for two miles west from the harbor, The Company
then owned three locomotives. After 12 miles were completed, the supply of iron
was again exhausted.

Taxes began to go higher and higher. Those of one man rose from $18.00 to
$57.00 in one year., Prospects of still higher taxation slowed real estate sales and
"discouraged many people in respect to the future of the city." In 1857, a local
census was taken, the population was 4,065 and it was decided not to publish the
figures as they fell so far below expectation. There had been some improvements-
Quarles! new warehouse, Kimball's new block, (1) and a dwelling, but no enterprise
of importance.

One of the worst periods of money scarcity in the history of the country thus far
came in 1857, Money nearly ceased to circulate, old companies failed, business be-
came stagnant, trade almost impossible. The Kenosha merchants appealed to farmers
who had full granaries, to permit these local merchants to forward the wheat to
eastern markets and account back to the farmers for the proceeds. (2) The mer-
chants were to make no charge for their service, but would use the receipts in pay-
ment of the farmers' indebtedness. But in 1858, a crop failure added to the distress.

In 1857, the Railroad consolidated with the Rockford and Mississippi Road, hence-
forth it would be known as the Kenosha & Rockford Road, with a goal of building to
the Mississippi River. The Kenosha Mayor was authorized to take the Road's first
mortgage bonds at 65¢ on the dollar as security for payment of railroad script, it
was also decided that principal and interest on bonds numbered from 1 to 70 in a
new issue, amounting to $35,000 would be paid by the city.

Early in 1858, a suit for payment of railroad script due in 1857 was commenced
against the city. It was also forced to make an interest payment so that the city's
credit record might be kept up to its standard. A. B. Smith (3) of Kenosha, who was
on the Board of Directors, went east in the Spring of 1858 and succeeded in procur-
ing the iron needed to enable the work to proceed. First mortgage bonds amounting
to $120,000 were turned over toward its cost, the payment of interest for the first
three years was guaranteed by 50 Kenosha citizens! The road was completed nearly
to Genoa City, then work stopped again because of lack of iron.

(1) The building now known as 5628 - 6th Ave.
(2) Up to 1857 about 6,000 Wisconsin farmers mortgaged their farms to help build
railroads. Derleth, the Milwaukee Road, p. 25ff.

(3) This man was in some way connected with the laying of the Atlantic cable.
Letters from family.
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Kenosha citizens were despondent because of poor business prospects, many
predicted the ruin of the city "on account of taxes to pay for a railroad that does
no business." The Railroad committee report in March, 1858, gave the entire
amount of script issued as $79,000, some had been redeemed by the 1856 tax, but
about $60,000 was still outstanding. About $7,000 due a year before was then un-
paid, and over $26,000 in principal and interest should be paid soon. Over $15,000
and nearly all script to become due in 1859 was pledged by the Railroad Company
as collateral and was not in circulation. The first mortgage bonds held by the city
amounted to $85,000, with the additional interest - $6,000. And the road was not
yet completed: the last twelve miles remained. Rockford had completed its part
to Harvard, Illinois, by the end of 1859. When the two roads joined, it would give
the people living further west a direct connection with Lake Michigan.

Then the taxpayers began to hold meetings to discuss the railroad taxes levied,
and mortgage holders met also. An additional reason for worry were the decisions
of certain judges, who held that mortgages issued for Railroad stock were void,
that Companies had no power by charter to exchange stock for anything but money.

Early in 1860 came an injunction suit in regard to harbor and railroad tax, a
bit later another suit for $5,000 was filed in the U. S. Court. The City Council
then voted to employ a city attorney to handle these and other suits. F. H. Head
was chosen,-the salary - $100 per year. Another action in the U. S. Court gave
a little hope - the decision was that the Racine railroad bonds were valid, and
Kenosha's bonds were similar.

Someone burned the railroad bridge at Bristol and a pile of lumber at Wood-
worth, this added to costs and delays. The road gave some service. Trains ran,
but irregularly, or for special events. Those who attended a Republican meeting
in Pleasant Prairie, July 3, 1860, and others who took part in the Fourth of July
celebration in Kenosha were given half rate fares. An excursion to Genoa City was
for many the first visit to that place. One excursion is described thus:

"The train was made up of flat cars with seats of plank arranged along
the side, shade being afforded by oak and poplar saplings from the woods
nailed to the edge of each car. The ladies on the excursion went dressed
in their prettiest clothing, many wore white dresses. In the open cars,
with the wood burning engine belching smoke and cinders, those dresses
were in a deplorable condition on their return."

For some time the road received little mention, then in July, 1860, a newspaper
headline read: "AN OLD SUBJECT REVIVED." This announced that through the
effor.ts of its President, iron had been secured for completion of the road and paid
for, including freight charges; ties contracted for; a little later it stated that 500
men were wanted for steady employment. Soon the iron began to arrive by boat,
the engine depot at the wharf was enlarged and cars began to run on regular sched-
ule- one into Kenosha in the morning, returned west at night, this gave the passen-
gers the day in the city.

In late November, 1860, a special train to Genoa City carried the principal bond
holders, mainly from New Jersey, and several Kenosha Citizens, to examine the
work and see the country. They left at twelve noon and returned a little after 3:00
p. m., very fast traveling for that period. They were highly pleased with the road
and delighted with the country. But winter came and slowed or stopped the work on
that last stretch of road so that it could not be completed that year.

At last in May, 1861, the road was done. The news article commented in

anrgounc%ng th%s‘that before the first division of the work was completed years before,
a financial crisis had swept over the country, that Kenosha was small and not over-
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stocked with capitalists, (1) but its citizens had taken hold and carried it out, when
many other railroad projects died. A year before this, Z. G. Simmons was elect-
ed president of the Railroad Company. He disposed of his mercantile and other
businesses that he might devote his entire energy to this. He had the assistance
of men like C. C. Sholes, A. B. Smith, F. W. Lyman, Josiah Bond and others.

Soon it was said that the road was already doing a "snug freight business."
The first passenger train finally went all the way to Harvard, where passengers
were served dinner at the Ayer Hotel. (2) The first run to Rockford was on July
4, 1861. By midsummer, long trains of lumber and other freight went out over

this road.

During the years changes had come. Records suggest that a spirit of irritabil-
ity, fault finding and quarrelsomeness had crept into public affairs; the city coun-
cil meetings were stormy, other organizations were likewise affected. People had
become pessimistic. In an election in the Fall of 1860 the question of raising money
for harbor work was voted down. Some began to see that if Kenosha was to grow,
other than lake port business must have a part, industry must develop.

And industry had not been at a standstill, In 1854, investigation showed that
there were 26 industries, with yearly business that ranged from $1,000 to $40,000.
Two or three industries that had begun in a small way were thriving and growing
in spite of all handicaps.

The Congregational Church had been moved across the Creek on the ice, and a
German Lutheran Church erected on its old site. St. George Catholic Church had
been erected. The free congregation first known as the Excelsior Church continued,
and Rev. Jason Lothrop preached there quite regularly.

The town had not lacked for newspapers. There was a short-lived Kenosha
Democrat in 1850-51, another in 1859-61. (3)- The original Telegraph continued
publication and merged with another, the Kenosha Tribune in 1853, a few months
after the latter started. The Kenosha Times was founded in 1857 by D. C. McVean
and Isaac D, George.

Interest in education had not lagged. The Sister of Charity school on 58th St.
near Sfc.Marks (4) was open in 1853, Lectures on educational subjects were given
in various school houses under the auspices of the Kenosha Co. Teachers' Associa-
tion. The city leaders visited the public schools frequently and always at examina-
tion Flme. Examinations were evidently largely oral. The State Superintendent of
Public Instcruction came to conduct these at times, At the close of each term there
were special programs, speeches, etc., sometimes a banquet at the High School.
In 1859 twelve teachers were employed for all the city schools. A Normal Course
was given at the high school, this included the theory and practice of teaching,
higher arithmetic, physical and descriptive geography, analysis of language, algebra,
geometry, natural, intellectual and moral philosophy, English literature, vocal music,
elementary sounds (5) and calisthenics. The requirement was that anyone must be

(1) Those were not yet very wealthy as we count wealth today.
(2) The Ayer family had been early Southport residents. A son, Edward E, Ayer
became very wealthy. One hall in the Chicago Museum of Natural History bears
?;)s r]?me atnd waf1 financed by him.

or a time the editor was Sylvanus Cadw i
basis of the book, "Three Yearsywith Grant."auader, whose diary served as the
(4) Now St. James.
(5) Phonics
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16 years or older and pass a good examination in the elementary branches to take
this course.

A new building for elementary work was erected on the high school lot. One
year Senator Durkee not only sent 56 volumes for the public school library, but,
with a colleague, visited the school and addressed the students. He advised character
building and praised the free schools. An illustration of the interest in good instruc-
tion was given when a dispute arose between the high school principal and the super-
intendent of schools, the latter a former pastor, not trained in school methods and
work. The School Board decided that it was easier to get a new superintendent
than a good teacher and voted to ask the former to resign at the end of the year,
with the understanding that the Board expressed no opinion in the controversy. As
the high school grew, the old academy closed and the buildings were used for a
"Water Cure' (1), with good medical attention.

Further disaster struck the city in the Spring of 1860. A fire that started in the
City Hotel barn burned the Hotel and contents, the inmates barely escaped. This
spread over the section north of 56th Street, until 26 buildings were consumed, not
including barns. Less than two months later, another fire started in the barn on the
east side of Sixth Avenue near 58th Street when there was a strong east wind. This
burned almost the entire down town section south of 58th.Street. The Racine Fire
department came to assist, It was thought that both of these fires were started by
someone, and not long afterward the proprietor of a hotel was caught while attempt-
ing to start a third fire, probably with the view of destroying his competitors. The
two fires had destroyed almost the entire business section, and little of their con-
tents had been saved in many instances. However, most of the business men began
to rebuild at once, better buildings and many of them more nearly fireproof.

Though there had been troublesome days, everything had not been gloomy during
the years. The Young Men's Christian Association held regular meetings, with de-
bates. St. Marks Church organized a literary society. There were concerts and
lectures, a chess club, a Turn Verein. The fire companies and the Kenosha City
Guards gave balls and suppers; many circuses came. Before the fire that destroy-
ed the Runals House (2) occured, soiries were held there. When money was scarce
and business dull, there was more leisure time and more activity socially. There
were balls, parties, hops, benefits, etc. Sleighing parties were followed by Oyster
suppers. Church socials, benefits and donation parties occurred.

Politica'l interest increased as the presidential election neared in 1860, with
Abraha'm Lincoln a candidate, and the feeling between the northern and southern
states increasingly tense. There were many meetings and much speech making.

An editorial comment on local affairs that year is still worth thinking about. (3)

"If leaders do not furnish any evidence of superiority in business and in-
telligence, more honest regard to the rights of neighbors, a more earnest
interest in the welfare of the city, then their claims to public favor and
their willingness to assume the government of the city are not entitled

to more than ordinary consideration."

(1) The Pennoyer family were in charge.
(2) A Hotel at the northeast corner of 58th St. and 6th Ave.
(3) Kenosha Telegraph
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XII
SHADOWS AND WAR
1860-1870

In Kenosha, as throughout the Nation, the year 1860 cast shadows of troubles
and suffering to come. Anti-slavery meetings continued in city and county, but it
is interesting to note that the city's leading newspaper made less outcry against it
than it had in previous years. Although it still condemned slavery, the editors
apparently saw in occasional southern events a slight indication of a weakening of
its hold- the judgment of some present day historians. However, they did see a}nd
were greatly concernedabout, the threat of secession and the breakup of the Union.

About the middle of October, 1860, Senator Douglas, Lincoln's opponent, spoke
from a train at the Kenosha depot. An unintentional interruption caused him to lose
his temper, rebuke a local organization and probably injure his own cause. The
Wide-awakes a group of young Republicans, were standing near the front of the train
and could not see that the Senator had stepped onto the rear platform and was speak-
ing. When someone beckoned to them, their little band struck up a march as they
moved down the platform, thus drowning out the speaker. Mr. Douglas "gave them
a piece of his mind," and remarked that it was the first time he had ever been in-
sulted while speaking.

Upon Lincoln's election in November, 1860, articles concerned with disunionand
secession filled the newspapers. A German paper was then published in Kenosha.
It brought news to the newer German citizens who did not read English readily.
These new-comers held a No secession, No Compromise Ball at Wilden Hall on the
northside, in early February, 1861. But during that month secession and the new
Southern Confederacy became a fact.

In Kenosha, the flag was raised, a cannon brought out and a salute of 34 guns
fired for the Union (1) on Lincoln's inauguration day, March 4, 1861.

April 13, 1861, Fort Sumter was fired upon by Southern guns and war began.
April 15 a telegram to the Legislature in Madison announced that the Park City
Grays were ready to leave for service on three days notice. When this message
was read from the Speaker's Chair it was received with bursts of applause both
from the Legislative Assembly and from the crowd in the lobbies and galleries.
The Grays was composed chiefly of high school boys who had been in training under
Capt. Donald C. McVean. Other volunteers were accepted to make up the required
number for a company.

April 19, 1861 a meeting ""to take measures to meet the crisis" was called at the
court house. The City Council voted to give $500.00 and in an hour $3,543, a large
sum !;hen, was pledged for the fitting out and equipment of troops. That first Sunday,
martial music played all day, the streets were thronged, and patriotic sermons
heard i_n all of the churches. And immediately the ladies were busy preparing band-
ages, lint and necessities for wounded men. They also worked day and night to make
a begutlful silk flag (2) that was presented to the Park City Grays (3) ina céremony
in Library Park, April 27th, the day they left for camp at Milwaukee. Attorney F. S.

(1) One for each state, including those seceeded. :
(2) Now hanging in the Mary D. Bradford High School.

(3) Kenosha was known as the Park City for many years, probably because while
it was yet very small, there was the park now known as Union Park on the North
side and Commons or Library Park on the South.
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Lovell, an older man, and W. W. Reed attempted to form another company, the
Kenosha Union Guards, - 60 joined but later the effort was given up and many of the
men entered service elsewhere. Later such a company was formed.

Now Kenosha's problems were heavy indeed, as it, like all the nation, faced a
terrible war and at the same time struggled to meet its own financial difficulties.
The city owed heavily on bonds and script, a debt that had been entered into in good
faith, and that few of its citizens wished to repudiate. One holder of $40,000 had
offered to settle for 50¢ on the dollar, other holders would not. It seemed that some
adjustment would be necessary, because currency had so depreciated. To make
matters worse, army worms were in the wheat that summer and it was necessary
to cut it when only half ripe. Grasshoppers followed the army worms.

In spite of these difficulties, war activities went ahead. The doctors of the city
offered free service to the families of men in service. Ladies made up boxes of
supplies for the army and for hospitals.

In August, the Park City Grays, who had been a part of the 1st Wisconsin Regi-
ment, came home when their three months' term of enlistment was over. They had
been in a battle at Williamsport and seen other service in Maryland and Virginia.
Thus the young lads looked worn and weatherbeaten. Over'l,000 persons attended
a picnic in their honor at Twin Lakes. Then the Company, under Capt, McVean,
began filling up again with recruits. Some of the original group rejoined, others
returned to high school. In September, another Union Defense meeting was called,
60 or 70 men enlisted in the Park City Grays. These encamped here for a week,
they named their camping place Camp Simmons,

Another company (1) was under enlistment for a German Regiment. An Irish
regiment was also recruited. This was Co. B. of the 17th Wisconsin that was known
as the Irish Brigade. Prof. H. J. McMynn was commissioned a major and young
Dennis Hynds (2) became a 2nd Lieutenant. Rev. J. McNamara of St. Matthews
Church went with the 1st Wisconsin Volunteers as a chaplain,

Also on the roster of Kenosha men is found the name of Elmer E. Ellsworth,
Colonel of the Fire Zouaves. Col. Ellsworth, a very picturesque character, who
accompanied Lincoln to Washington, recruited and trained this company. He lost
his life, the first officer of the Union forces to do so, when he tore down a Confed-
erate flag from the roof of a hotel at Alexandria, Va. (3) on May 21, 1861, This
aroused country wide excitement at the time.

In August, 1861, Capt. Daniels of the 1st Wisconsin Cavalry came to Kenosha
seeking volunteers. In Nov. 700 or 800 cold, tired, hungry men of this Company
under Capt. T. H. Marrs arrived and received a warm, hearty breakfast at the
Durkee House. Many were ill, suffering from measles and exposure. Most of the
sicl; remained at the Durkee House with local Dr. A, Farr in attendance. This
regiment camped on elevated ground south of the city, now a part of Green Ridge

(1) Many of these were in Co. C. of the 26th Wis. Infantry. Among battles, they
had a part in that of Peach Tree Creek, one of the bloodiest battles before Atlanta
where 27 men were lost in less than 45 minutes. Kenosha Tel. June 25, 1864,

(2) He became in turn 1st Lieut., Capt. in 8th I11. Cavalry then on staff of Maj.
Gen. Sumner and Maj. Gen. Pleasanton. Later he was made Brevet Col. of U. S.
Vol.for meritorious service. He saved the lives of two or three high ranking
officers.

(3) Rebellion Record. Mms Old & New Vol. 11, p. 125,
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Cemetery, where the sandy soil helped to avoid mud and dampness. It was named
Camp Harvey in honor of Wisconsin's governor, a former Kenosha teacher. (1)
Captain Thos. Conatty, principal of the High School endeavored to raise a company
of teachers and students as a part of this regiment. The men were housed in patent
Sibley tents, that held 15 men each. These were heated with cast iron stoves. A
good quality of food was provided.

Although there were eight full companies and two not quite completed, they had
only 200 horses at first, brought by the men, and only part of the uniforms needed.
In February a benefit ball was held for them at Simmons Hall. By Spring the Com-
pany had 1,150 men uniformed, armed, equipped and well drilled. In March, 1862
it left for St. Louis, Mo. It saw service in Missouri for many months, and later
took part in Sherman's march through Georgia. Six young Kenosha boys, Horace
Baldwin, Charles Dana, Henry Lines, Douglas Newell, William Shepherd and Walter
Stebbins enlisted in Taylor's Battery in Illinois. These were in the battle of Bel-
mont, the capture of Forts Henry and Donaldson and the battle of Shiloh. (2) In
May, 1862, in an effort to aid the soldiers who were suffering from exhaustion,
exposure and need of supplies after the battle at Shiloh, Gov. Harvey of Wisconsin
lost his life. Some of the boys were also at the siege of Vicksburg and in the Red
River campaign, as were other Kenosha County men.

In Sept., 1862, Att'y. F. S. Lovell received a commission as Lieutenant Colonel.
Messrs. Cook, Stetson and Scribner were busy recruiting. F. Newell recruited
Company H, 33rd Regiment, of which Joseph Linsley of Paris, this county, became
captain. He lost his life in action later.

In July, 1862, Mayor Robinson called a mass meeting to raise $3,000 for
bounties- $3,416 was given. In addition to this Dr. A. Farr gave 160 acres of land,
and Jos. V. Quarles 80 acres. Mr, Hinsdale gave $100 to be paid to families of
recruits at the rate of $2.00 a week. The newspaper comment was, that men felt
freer to go after that gift, as they knew their families would be cared for! Z. G.
Simmons, prior to this, had given each volunteer $5.00 in gold. Kenosha's quota
of men at this time was 742. An effort was made to fill each call by recruits in-
stead of by draft- a.matter of patriotic pride.

Now Kenosha began to realize the toll of war as lists of casualties began to
come, and boxes of clothing that had belonged to the boys lost in the 1st Wisconsin
Regiment were sent home. Reports told that this company had shown great gallantry
in action. Scott, Tibbitts and Capt.McVean came home suffering from wounds. Time
soon brought casualty lists and wounded men from other regiments.

All through 1862 and 1863 came calls for more men, more money needed for
bounties. The townships as well as the city were contributing both. Lectures,
benefits, citizens' balls, military concerts, all contributed to this fund.

In May, 1864, following another call for men, a war meeting was again held in
Simmons Hall, when many leading older men gave freely of money for bounties and
47 men enrolled as a result. A few days later more money was raised in the
county and men were called to serve for 100 days, 75 responded. Joseph V. Quarles
the 2nd, now of military age, drilled a group of high school boys and led them as
volunteers, into service, the largest group of high school youths in any company.
Mr. Quarles was commissioned 1st Lieutenant, Robert Graham, county superintend-
ent of schools became captain and Horace Gaylord, principal of the grammar school,
2nd lieutenant, They left for Tennessee the middle of June and were in action in

(1) A boulder in the cemetery marks this place.
(2) See letters of William Shepherd, in Kenosha Co. Historical Museum Library.
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Mississippi by the 14th of August.

There was recruiting, drafting and money raising all that summer. Many vol-
unteers were needed to replace the men in camps who were sick and dying of scurvy.
During the war, as news came of the very bad conditions in army sanitation and in
army hospitals, particularly around Knoxville, people sent box after box. These
contained not only clothing and old soft cloth, but also food stuffs. The latter were
mainly pickles, sauer kraut, fresh vegetables, canned fruits and jellies, so badly
needed to combat scurvy, the result of a diet too largely composed of hardtack,
beans and salt pork. Dr. P. S. Arndt, from Kenosha, was in constant service from
the Spring of 1861 until March, 1863, with but 8 days lost, before he received his
first furlough of 15 days. Mrs, Louis P. Harvey, widow of the late governor, also
a former Kenosha woman, Cordelia Perrin, did so much to ease the suffering of the
wounded and sick soldiers, including a direct appeal to President Lincoln, that she
became known as ''the Wisconsin Angel."

But all the people at home were not helpful nor even loyal. There were many
who were in sympathy with the south. These, in some localities became a real
menace to the northern cause. The nickname for these was ""Copperhead", and there
were some in the County. At one time the National flag was pulled down and dis-
honored in a community in the western part of the county. As time neared for the
presidential election again, these became very active in an effort to defeat Lincoln.

Finally, in the Fall of 1864, the 1st Wisconsin Volunteer Regiment returned to
Milwaukee and was mustered out in October. It had served three years and had lost
450 men out of 1,000,

The year 1865 began with more calls for men and money. But at last came the
day when Richmond, the capitol of the Southern Confederacy, fell. John T. Shepherd,
long a colorful figure of the city, drove down the main streets with an extra flag on
his express wagon, hurrahing as he went. Men left stores, offices and shops, ran
into the streets swinging their hats and cheering. All the flags in the city were up,
all the bells rang, all the steam whistles of the factories screamed, everything that
would make a noise was used. Public schools were dismissed, poems were written.
Kenosha had sent all of her musicians and martial music, all her artillery and artil-
lery men to war, so it had to use bells and tin pans. In the evening bonfires were
burning, stores and houses were lighted, there were torch light processions and a
quickly planned party was held at Simmons Hall.

In writing of this great news, one local editor added this comment:

"The lesson of war is that eternal vigilance is the price of liberty, the
safety of the Republic lies in the intelligence of the masses."

) Shortly after, came word of Lincoln's death. There were no newspaper head-
lines, but there were heavy black lines down every column of the papers. The paper
told the story thus:

"All business was suspended, stores and offices were closed, all public
buildings were draped in black. Many residences hung flags at half mast,
bells tolled for an hour. Sunday all churches were draped in black, most
of them held commemorative services., Sunday evening a union meeting
was held in Simmons Hall,"

On April 19th, in keeping with the proclamation of the Governor, a meeting was held
at Simmons Hall at noon. In spite of the pouring rain, a great procession formed

on 56th St. marched about the down town section to the Hall where a service was
held. Many could not find room in the main hall and the halls and stairs were crowd-
ed. The bells tolled from 12:00 to 1:00 o'clock.
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In June, 1865, more veteran regiments came home. These soldiers were the
special guests of the 4th of July celebration, and brought three battle stained flags,
one, of the 1st Wisconsin was pierced by about 40 bullets. Another with a broken
staff, had been carried by L. N. DeDiemer of Kenosha until he was wounded three
or four times and lost an arm. These men related stories and told of conditions
that caused horror in their audiences.

During the war the city had raised $50,950, had filled every draft and had sent
an additional 200 men. For soldiers' aid, the final report showed $3,448.38 spent
and in addition to clothing and other supplies, it had sent 140 barrels of pickles
and vegetables to aid in combatting disease.

Although the war was over, feeling did not become normal for a long time. In
the United States Congress feelings were tense and this was reflected here as the
citizens took sides in the stormy controversy over President Johnson, likewise in
the attitudes toward the negroes or "freedmen'’.

In 1866 at least two Kenosha men attended the Philadelphia Convention- I. W.
Webster and J. H. Kimball. Two representatives had been sent to this from each
state and territory, the first meeting since 1860. The mid-term election was very
important in this time of controversy between Pres. Johnson and Congress. On the
President's behalf this convention was called in Philadelphia, where safe leaders
from both north and south could fraternize as reconciled brethren. With Dixon and
Doolittle of the Senate as co-speakers, the National Union Convention as it styled
itself met Aug. 14th; Sen. Doolittle of Wisconsin was the presiding officer. The
report of one of the Kenosha delegates stated its purpose as "To consult together
how best to cement and perpetuate that Union which is again the object of our common
love and thus secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterityn"

In 1866, C. C. Sholes submitted a report to the Wisconsin Legislature in favor
of a vote at the next election on the question of universal suffrage irrespective of
color or creed (but women were not included!). That year six colored citizens did
vote in Kenosha, this was permitted through action taken by the State Supreme
Court in 1849. And all military service did not cease. In the Spring of 1865,
Kenosha men went with the 30th Regiment against Indians in the northwest. Again
came reports of inadequate food- the only vegetables obtainable were said to be
wi'ld onions! In 1867 Capt. E. G. Timme received his commission as Brevet Cap-
tain because of gallantry in action at the battle of Chickamauga, Ga. Sept. 19-20,
1863. A Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) post (#73) was formed here in 1868.

As time for a presidential election approached, many became warm supporters
of Gen. Grant and Grant Clubs were formed in both City and County. Others, of
course, were as strongly opposed. Locally, Dennis Hynds, youthful hero who had
engaged in business here upon his discharge from the army, was elected mayor in
1866. By 1867 local politics were becoming less partisan, party lines were ignor-
ed and three Republicans and three Democrats were elected to local offices. By
then the negro question was fading into the background and the discussion of temper-
ance and Sunday observance was again coming to the fore. Also, interest was kin-
dling in regard to woman's right to vote, )

With war at an end, attention could again focus upon other matters. Few im-
provements had been made for several years. In the Spring of 1866 many houses
were improved and repaired, manufacturing increased and there was some demand
for new houses. As frequently happens in time of war, schools had become over-
crowded. In 1865 the school enrollment was 841, but the average attendance only
690, In 1862_Miss O'Niel's room had 70 to 80 pupils, and a little later she was
given an assistant. In 1867 there were 15 teachers in the public schools. In 1866
attention was called to the substitution of female teachers during the war, apparent-
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ly with surprise that they had succeeded so well in government as well as in ed-
ucation, and compared well with the former schools taught by men. For years
from a column to a half page of the newspaper was given to the use of the county
superintendent of schools. There were also several private schools in operation.
Kate Wheeler and Frances Baker were two who conducted such schools.

The former Female Seminary had evidently been discontinued for a time. In
1865 an effort was made to re-establish such an institution and money was raised
under the auspices of the Episcopal Church. The large house on the lake front,
erected by Sen. Chas. Durkee, was secured and that Fall it opened, filled to capacity.
It was called St. Clair's Hall at first and incorporated; by 1867 it was known as
Kemper Hall. Soon another building was erected.

By 1868 the newspapers began again to stress the value of free schools and to
pay tribute to their service. There was also much comment about the large groups
of youths who lingered on street corners, became rowdyish, delinquent and danger-
ous, instead of attending school.

The Unitarian Church erected its first building, that was dedicated in 1868 on
the site of the present Boys and Girls library. The German Catholic congregation
erected the St. George Church on its present site, and the German Lutheran group
had a building on the site of the first building of the Congregational church.

The City had other pressing problems. Commerce might be good on the lake,
but the local harbor needed additional work. Congress responded to a petition for
an appropriation with $75,000 in 1866. With this the north pier was extended 192
feet and the south one 352 feet, with dredging between to the depth of from 11 to
12 feet. The harbor business doubled between 1866 and 1867, and the Goodrich
steamers were giving service. The Government built a new light house in 1866,

Attention was again given to other local conditions. Streets needed improving,
especially on the north side, where new walks, etc. were necessary. Hay stacks,
gardens and other obstructions were ordered removed from the streets. An ordin-
ance was passed in 1866 for the purpose of restraining a citizen from plowing on
58th Street. One comment reads: "Mud is the prevailing ingredient on our streets,
on our crossings, on our sidewalks and in short - everywhere."

The city hall, so-called, had long been an eyesore. It was described as " a
dark, forsaken, portentous looking structure, apparently standing almost directly
in the public thoroughfare. It once bore the high sounding title of city hall, but
what might be its appropriate name now is questionable. It may have its uses, but
these could be quite as well retained if thrust less conspicuously upon our gaze."
In 1866 a council room was rented in the County Bank building for $50.00 per
annum. Finally, in 1868 the old building was moved from the center of Market
Square (56) where it had stood since its removal from the Kimball land in 1850.

On the social side, life was not entirely drab and sorrowful during these years,
many of the usual recreational activities were continued, in addition to the war
meetings. As the boys came home, baseball increased in popularity, many circuses
came, an amateur dramatic club was formed, a dancing academy was opened.
Dramatic and musical programs came to the city, a Horticultural Society was form-
ed. Agitation began for a circulating library.

Fire continued to take its toll. In August 1865, the buildings on the east side of
6th Ave. from 5611-15 (Simmons Hall) to 56th St. and thence east on 56th where
there were many frame structures, burned. The reservoir on 56th St. was exhaust-
e.d and the firemen were helpless. In June, 1866, the Allen Tannery burned, The
firemen could not save the frame building but did save the hides and also prevented
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the fire from spreading to adjoining property, Two days later the Park City Match
factory burned, though two drying houses were saved. The firemen did not have
sufficient hose to save the rest. And in Nov. 1868, Vogel's steam fire mill burned,
in building, grain and machinery a loss of $7,000,

As early as 1863 came an urge for more manufactories. The Bain Wagon Shop
had almost attained the leading place in the state, and there were still other wagon
shops in the city. Founderies were busy, the Whitaker company especially so. Of
the several tanneries, the Allen had become the largest and after the fire erected
more and better buildings. Agricultural implements and other machinery were
made here, and several flour mills were in operation, There were other ;jrowing
businesses, the owners were local men who had gone ahead in spite of the town's
financial difficulties, and upon these its future was to depend to a great extent.

At that time Kenosha County led the state in the manufacture of cheese, and in
1865 the report stated that 137,713 pounds of cheese had been shipped. Up to that
time cheese makers in the western states, including Wisconsin, had to send east
to Buffalo, N. Y. for the necessary cheese boxes. In the Spring of that year,
Sammons and Son began the manufacture of these boxes, using a 10 H. P. engine
that would enable them to turn out 200 boxes a day. They soon sold the business
to Z. G. Simmons and by 1870 the latter had moved the plant to the lake shore and
enlarged it to the point that enabled him to ship them by the carload in addition to
numbers used on his and other farms of the county.

Mr. Simmons also developed the Northwestern Telegraph Co. in which he had
purchased a half interest some years before, until there were 2,358 miles iof wire
in Wisconsin, northern Iowa, Minn. and the Lake Superior Peninsula. Its chartered
capital was $1,500,000, with 250 men and women employed. Its headquarters were
in Kenosha.

The Chicago & Northwestern Railway Co. purchased the Lake Shore Road be-
tween Milwaukee and Chicago in 1864. Its first serious accident on this Division
occured in'Kenosha June 9, 1864 when the noon express ran off of, or fell through,
the high bridge over Pike Creek. The engineer, John Durf, and fireman, Louis
Warren, were killed, the only loss of life. Many 100 day soldiers home on furlough,
were in a car that hung at a 45 degree angle, but escaped any serious injurly. A
carload of emigrants enroute to Minn. were nearly crazed by fright but not injured
to any extent.

The Kenosha-Harvard railroad had created Kenosha's greatest problem, although
the war years had seen some changes. In April, 1864, the Chicago & Northwestern
Ry. Company purchased this road glso, from the bond holders. Then, as usual when
changes occur, wild rumors were heard and people became worried as to what
would be done with it. Nearly everyone had paid something toward the road and
thus were interested. Some adjacent property owners offered to give one half and
sell the balance of their holdings to the road, others advanced their price. Anyhow,
thg result was that the city owned no railroad but still had the debt to pay. One
editorial stated that the rolling stock was worth all that the C. & N. W. Co. paid for
the entire road. Another editorial urged consideration and cooperation in meeting
the financial burden.

In May, 1866, a Summons from the U, S. Circuit Court was read to the City
Council and showed the threat of another suit. In Feb. 1867, some 1st and 2nd
mortgage bonds were passed over to the officers of the K. D. division for some-
thu}g over 2%. In May, 1867, a large number of tax payers met to consider future
action, as a ruling of the U. S. Supreme Court had reversed some rulings of the
Cl]f‘CUlt Court. A committee of five was decided upon, they to work on some plan of
adjustment. Many felt that the road had retarded instead of aiding the city's pros-
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perity. The debt hung over the city, paralyzing every interest. The Judiciary
Committee of the Council was instructed to investigate the problem in all its bear-
ings and to employ such council as was necessary to defend all suits against the
city.

One newspaper article indicated that there was discord because of the opposi-
tion of a few who, because of an additional tax, were against progress. Others
wished to have harbor improvements, a compromise on the debt, etc. Chicago men
had come to think of the Kenosha debt as such an incubus that no newcomer would
think of investing here, but if harbor work continued and the debt was compromised,
it would be possible for a new prosperity.

In Aug. 1867, an effort was made to defend the city in the second suit of A.
Campbell for railroad script payment, and in other pending suits. However, judg-
ment was decided in favor of Mr. Campbell in an amount between $18,000 and
$19,000.

Another meeting was called for Dec. 20, 1867 to plan for an adjustment of the
debt. The debt and interest were estimated as so nearly the assessed valuation of
the city that it was practically bankrupt. Two alternatives were suggested:

1. The Racine method - secret association of citizens that united means
and funds to purchase such portions of the debt as could be bought to
hold as a check on others who want to press claims and compel a sale
at reduced valuation.

Objections:

(a) Secrecy makes it subject to distrust; (b) the fact of purchase will
leak and make it impossible to purchase a large portion of stock (c)
bring to judgment a large body of citizens; (d) No interest paid will
look like repudiation and make it subject to litigation and expense for
a long period.

2. Compromise with creditors, offer to pay such portion of obligation
as it is able....as approved by creditors in a fair showing of popula-
tion and resources.

Another suggestion was a petition to the Legislature for authorization to issue
bonds, 7%, to cover entire indebtedness submitted to three largest holders for
approval, also authorization to levy tax to pay interest and such part of bonds as
possible, to absorb debt over a period of 20 years, and to have Council, with con-
sent of citizens, appoint a standing committee (3 members) known as a funding
committee to act as an executive committee in all matters relating to the payment
of the city debt, plus the electing of a comptroller to keep records of the manage-
.ment of the debt. Those at this meeting apparently did not reach, or did not
announce, any definite decision.

By the Spring of 1869 it was felt that Kenosha, like many other cities with
r'fallroaftl debts; was now making a final and last effort to adjust, after careful con-
s;@era'tlon. The city had set about it in good faith, and wished to avoid all future
litigation and extreme defense measures. It was hoped that the creditors would
nqeet Fhe people in the spirit with which they went to them, take a just view of the
Situation and of the prospect of forcing the collection of over $800,000., out of a
poverty stricken population of little more than 4000. This hope was seemingly a
vain one, as about a year later a special council meeting was called to provide
means to defend suits against the City before the U.S. Supreme Court. The City
Attorney, F. S. Lovell, was granted $50., to defend two suits to be heard within a
fgw days. (The same meeting appropriated $100. for use in a 4th of July celebra-
tion!) By Fall, four suits were pending, in amounts ranging from $1007.30 to
$16,065.90 with costs, for some which a tax levy was voted,
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The year 1870 closed with another meeting of citizens to hear procgedings of
the City Debt Association, that had been formed. It was thought that this wa§ the
only means of proceeding. ‘

X1
THE DISCOURAGED YEARS
1871-1880

In addition to the usual course of Kenosha's development, two events mai‘vked the
beginning of 1871- one in cultural progress, the other a physical disaster. 'Ijn
January, Z. G. Simmons, Sr., gave 1000 carefully selected books to the resuzdents of
the city. These, housed in the new Unitarian Church building, were for .1oan_‘ one
volume at a time to a borrower. Someone connected with the congregation kppt a
record of these, (1) and books were added, apparently, from time to time, as four
years later 1200 books were listed.

On January 31, the Halliday, formerly the Durkee Hotel burned. The blaze
spread rapidly when three or four gallons of kerosene exploded. About 25 pé;rsons,
undoubtedly all asleep, were in the Hotel; fortunately a man from Chicago, 1:,{1
passing, saw the fire, entered the building and gave the alarm. Soon all were endan-
gered as the house filled with dense smoke, and fire barred the exits. This }'xad
started at the head of the stairs entering the hotel, and since this was before the
day of required fire escapes, those on the third floor escaped with difficulty., Many
jumped from windows; high snow banks from a recent severe storm broke t e fall
of some, but nearly all had burns and several received other injuries. Osborn
Capron was blinded. However, all were not able to escape- two employees were
burned to death, while Mrs. J. B. Merrill with her four small children becarhe be-
wildered, lost their way and returned to their room where they were suffocated and
burned. To add to the tragedy, the wife of one injured man who came from Maine to
aid in nursing him, died shortly after her arrival.

The heavy debt continued to embarrass the city. A special meeting of the City
Council was held in February to confer over the financial situation. The city clerk
was authorized to issue new script, at 10% interest, to any person presenting script
issued in 1870 or 1871, ;

That Fall four aldermen and ex-aldermen were taken before the United States
District Court in Milwaukee and fined $100.00 on a charge of contempt of co;urt
because they had not obeyed the mandamus to levy taxes sufficient to pay certain
judgments against the city. The Council was puzzled and perplexed as to whét ac-
tion to take. ' |

Someone who signed himself only as McG. described the city's plight poetically:

"The men on the corners stand in crowds,
Stand on the corners and fret,
You ask the cause of this talk so loud?
Why, of course it's the city debt.

The old men walk with a solemn mien,
Stern care on their brows deep set,
Even the young are seldom seen
To laugh at the city debt.

(1) The record book of these loans is in the Kenosha Co. Historical Society file.
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The merchants stand in their stores and sigh
For the custom they do not get,

For the goods high on the shelves must lie,
Till we pay the city debt.

A man has a house which he cannot sell
For half that he ought to get,

Men won't buy in the place where we dwell
For fear of the city debt.

Oh, a joyful day it will be for all,
When some one whom we shall have met
Shall grasp our hand with the welcome call:
We're rid of the city debt."

One example of individual suffering resulting from the debt was that of a well
known owner of a small blacksmith shop and foundry. He had always been sober,
industrious, kindly and somewhat of a civic leader, but in August, 1871 he was im-
prisoned for drunkenness and abuse of his family. This was thought to be the re-
sult of his financial losses. He was one of those who had signed notes to provide
money to forward the completion of the railroad and had been more conscientious
than some in meeting the payment when the notes became due and the Company
could not pay. (1)

Then this problem seemed to fall into the background for a time, while other
matters received attention. A Citizen's Gas & Coke Co. was formed, a building
erected and mains laid (of wood). The Company could furnish about 5,000 cu, ft.
per day. Soon some buildings were lighted with gas. Oil lamps lighted some
streets, others had gas lights. The latter were far from satisfactory, apparently,
as there was much bickering over the charges and there were long periods when
they were unused, either when a dispute had occurred or for the sake of economy.

Sereno Fisk gave land to double the width of Market Square (56th from 6th to
8th Ave.) and finally, in 1875, the ravine across the Square was filled in and a
culvert 125 feet long installed, with John T. Yule supervising. This cost $500.00,
but $300.00 of it was contributed by individuals. This filled ravine, a continuation
of that from the west, known as the Bailey Canal, was declared a public drain.

) 'In July, 1871, a state committee on public charities, three men and one woman,
v151t‘ec.i Kenosha. They found conditions at the poor house satisfactory, but those at
the jail were severely condemned, It was low, damp, dark and unsanitary. Insane
people were kept there indefinitely. But evidently there was little change, as in
1875, six of eleven prisoners were insane. By 1878 the courthouse was in such
exceedingly poor condition that there was a growing demand for a new one.

_In November, 1872 a free reading room for the public was opened above a store
building that is now a part of the First National Bank. There were the leading daily
and local papers, also a dozen and more of the most popular magazines. It was
open from 10:00 A.M. to 10:00 P.M. daily, Sundays included. Apparently this was
discontinued after a time, but in 1880 J.A. Killeen, new owner of the Kenosha
Telegraph, opened another in a room adjoining the printing office. Games were
added, but the rules required no gambling and no smoking.

The erection of the present St. Matthews Episcopal and the Congregational

(1) The train on the western road was apparently as leisurely as the payment of
the debt. One passenger train stopped in the country while several of the
passengers and trainmen went into the field to pick wild strawberries, according
to one report,
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church buildings, also a new chapel for Kemper Hall began in 1875. January 15,
1875 the St. George Catholic Church, school, Sisters! house and two wood—ho‘uses_
were burned, with a loss of about $20,000.00. Rebuilding began almost at once, 1n
the meantime, the North Side Public School accommodated as many of the children
as possible.

The Durkee School site was purchased in May, 1877 and building began, but it
proceeded rather slowly. Walls were condemned because of poor workmanship,
torn down and rebuilt. It was ready for use in early 1878. Later, in 1880, the
basement was fitted up for election and other ward uses. The building was p!aid
for by the use of $5,000 given the city some years previously by Senator Charles
Durkee. This sum was diverted to school use and the building named in commemo-
ration of the donor.

For several years, as more workers in business offices were required, it had
been necessary for Kenosha young people to secure their training in Chicago. In
May, 1875, a business college opened in the Simmons Block,(5611 -15 - 6th Ave.)
with about 25 enrolled at first, and others in prospect.

Public school lessons began with the first grade. In 1879 Mrs. M. B. Dunning
(nee Baker) a local writer and poet, opened a private kindergarten; soon there were
demands for a public kindergarten.

A High School debating society held debates regularly, usually with a boy and
girl on each side. Subjects such as these were debated: "The Home Influence
Outweighs all Others"; "Should Beards be Worn?"; "The Lawyer is more Bene-
ficial to Society than the Doctor"; "Which Causes the Most Misery, Ignorance or
Intemperance?'. In 1877 this Society adopted the name of the High School
Athenaeurm.

In 1871 and probably for several years after that, the examination of each of the
high school classes was conducted by three business and professional men of the
city. That year there were but two graduates. That Fall a class of 45 promised a
larger number, however during those years, only a few completed the four years of
high school work. In 1880 there were six graduates, four girls and two boys.

Perhaps that accounted, at least partly, for the high percentage of rowdyism
and vandalism that prevailed in the city. Groups of young men and boys lounged
about on street corners and around public halls and churches, with conduct that
would not be tolerated today. Fighting, drunkenness and crime among older men
was prevalent in some sections and order could not be enforced- a city marshal
was not sufficient. The usual breakdown and disorganization that follows war, lack
of work at times, and unassimulated imnrigrants ina poorly policed situation all
contributed to this lawless condition. Arson seemed to be a common occurence,

barns and other buildings, country school houses, haystacks, even flax outside a
flaxmill were burned.

Growing i'ndustries required a drawbridge across the river at 6th Avenue, and
one 40 feet wide was erected in 1871, this permitted vessels to pass some distance

u}f) the river to unload tan bark, timber, coal, etc. By 1879 a swing bridge replaced
this.

The harbor was not quite adequate in 1872, but the presence of 24 vessels there
in October, 1874 indicates some improvement, also how much it was used. Freight
rates had been discriminatory toward Kenosha, but when an arrangement was made
whereby the Goodrich Line steamers were to stop here, exports were given ithe
current rate. In the summer of 1877, Government engineers removed 6,000 cu.
yards from the harbor basin and the sand bar, giving a depth of 15 feet; the city was
to do additional dredging. Twenty lake craft from Milwaukee were here that year
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for winter quarters. When the northeast storms of 1877 formed a new bar across
the entrance that prevented the Goodrich steamers from stopping on the up-trip,
an additional impetus was given to the work, Toward the end of the decade, a de-
mand arose for dredging west of the bridge, to permit the unloading of larger ships
bringing materials for business and manufacturing.

In July, 1874 the Council received a letter from the United States Government
saying that life saving stations were under development on the Great Lakes and
that a life boat would be provided for Kenosha, In the Fall of 1879 a Life Saving
Station was under construction, and the first life boat was here on October 9, 1879,

In 1874 the city purchased a street sprinkler 16 feet wide to somewhat allay the
dust of the streets- paving was still in the future. In time of rain, 6th Avenue be-
came liquid mud. Sidewalk construction continued extensively, but these were still
mostly of boards. Sewers were few and poor. In the Spring of 1877, Jerome Creek
which then flowed through the present Sheridan Park, flooded, washed away the
Sheridan Road (then Ann Street) bridge, and filled the basements, and in some cases
the first floors, of houses on 7th Avenue with water.

Fire fighting equipment was in poor condition early in the decade, In 1875,
when a fire demonstrated the need, a new Silsby Fire Engine was purchased and a
fire house built on the North Side. There was a demand for artesian wells because
of fire hazards, but there was no money available in the city treasury. Eventually
a private water company, The Park City, was formed, and in 1880 an excellent well
was sunk on the South side. This was greeted with great enthusiasm. Water mains
were laid on 56th, 60th, 57th streets, on 61st east of the park, 10th Avenue south of
60th Street and on Sheridan Road as far as the Durkee School. Water was installed
in the High School building. In addition, it was voted to drain the High School cellars
immediately! That year another company, the North Side Water Co., sunk a very
ts};atisf?cto(r'ff) artesian well. Hydrants supplied by these companies were rented by

e city.

Telephones were still a matter of wonder in 1877.

The ancient oaks in the park were dying, the fence was dilapidated, and the
place was badly neglected. The ladies of the city formed a Park Association, did
numerous things to raise money. Permission was obtained to have the fence torn
down, the park was somewhat cleared of brush, weeds, etc., and considerable other
work was done. Cows had once been pastured there, but were no longer. However,
boys continued to lead or drive the family cow home through the park, to the despair
gf the workers. It was thought that a pond or pool would beautify it and work was

egun,

The depression of the mid '70's hit the city severely and there was much need.
A group of ladies and gentlemen canvassed the city to determine the necessity and
decided to start a soup kitchen similar to those in Chicago and elsewhere. Several
of the lad§es on 7th Avenue and vicinity took charge. Soup was furnished for 4¢ a
quart at flr_r'st; 167 quarts were sold to 11 families- 31 persons, later 210 quarts
were provided at 2-1/2¢ a quart. This was apparently a good, rich vegetable soup.

Thg year 1874 was a diff?cult year in the county, when all grain crops in Paris
township were damaged by cinch bugs, wheat and barley were completely destroyed,
the oats also hurt. Wheat was a failure throughout the county. This, of course,
was reflected in the city's business.

A Erosion increa.sed, and the Lake, once the hope of the city, now became a trial.
S the trade upon it grew less, its harmfulness increased, for some reason. Be-

(1) Proceedings of Audit Board, June, 1880.
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cause of dependance upon water transportation, the early buildings and.indus‘tmes
clung along the lake shore. Now, when northeasters swept dowp, the w11‘d wé"gers

tore away great pieces of the shore, until it almost seemed as if the entire v.lllgge
was threatened, As early as 1875, four rods of bank had disappeared and bu\lldmgs
were in danger along 3,000 feet of shore between the Cheese Box factory (1) near

the harbor, and Kemper Hall. There, the breakwater built by Senator Durkeg,

stood firm. The next year land continued to wear away at 57th, 58th and 59t1%1 streets,
It was evident that much of the real estate east of 5th Avenue, five blockg 1n1iand
from the original shore line, was threatened unless a breakwater was built.

Faint efforts at shore protection at the foot of 56th Street were made in 18176,
but in 1877 the northeasters were still working havoc along the lake front. That
Fall the newspaper commented: ''Lake Michigan,during its recent bender, shortened
the distance from Main Street to the water's edge about two rods. At the rage. of
land consumed this week, soon the residents of Main Street can fish from the;nr
back windows." Breakwater or no breakwater became a burning question. In the
late winter and early spring of 1878 the inroads continued.

But the debt was always in the background, and again in 1875 it threatenéd to
bankrupt the city. Soon payment of large claims in the hands of a Mllwg.ukee law
firm was demanded. By 1876 the debt had been reduced somewhat, but it was still
heavy. The City Council was ''torn by dissension and grave fears opprgssed tt}e
members." Then beginning November 5, 1877, the Minutes of the Council meetings
contain only the notation: "There being no quorum Council adj(')urnegi to meet at the
next regular meeting if not sooner convened by Mayor's order." This continued
until February, 1878. After that date there are records of the meetings of an Audit
Board, beginning March 29, 1878, This was in accordance with Chapter 138 of the
Laws of Wisconsin for 1878, to amend the Act to incorporate the city of Kenosha,
Chapter 133 by adding a section, the gist of which was:

The Mayor was empowered to appoint annually one alderman from each ward
to constitute a committee to be known as the Auditing Board whenever for any
reason vacancies should occur in the Common Council so that there were not enough
Aldermen to constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. This Audit Board
was empowered to audit and allow accounts against the city for current expenses
and claims for damages awarded by commissioners upon condemnation of land for
public purposes. The votes of four members were required to pass any measure
involving an expenditure of money, but in other cases a majority of the Board was
sufficient. It could also canvass votes, use powers relative to the police and fire
departments, nuisances, pauper, streets, excise and public health, But it could use
none of these powers when there was a quorum of the Common Council.

The Audit Board had no power to levy a tax for any purpose whatever, When a
final judgment was rendered against the city, it was the duty of the Common|Council
to levy the tax with which to pay the judgment and interest and place it upon the
taxroll. In other words, city business could be cared for without a meeting of a city
council, but no notice of a suit against the city that would require a tax levy to meet
it, could be filed except with the Council. If the Council did not meet, such legal
papers could not be served.

In conformity with this amendment, Mayor Farr appointed an Audit Board on
March 29, 1878. A City Debt Association had been formed in 1868. This held a
meeting in June 1877, wherein it voted to close its books July lst, 1877, and gave
such notice to those who had failed to join or to pay. Perhaps this Association had,
in some manner, persuaded the State Legislature to pass the above amendment.
Other Association meetings were held from time to time.

(1) Now Simmons Company - this was its beginning.
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Upon F. W, Robinson's election as mayor in 1878, he called the Council to order,
found that there was not a quorum present, and appointed an Audit Board: N. G.
Backus, Leonard Lee, Chris Schend and Henry Williams.

To add to the city's difficulties that year, both the County Treasurer and the
City Treasurer defaulted and resigned. The County Treasurer died shortly
thereafter. The County was without funds, the shortage was $6,000, of this $4,000
was raised by the personal bondsmen of the former Treasurer. The City Treasurer
was arrested for embezzlement later, the trial was postponed from time to time,
and he had moved to another state (Michigan) before a decision was reached. This
case was not settled until 1885, when a judgment was entered against his bondsmen,
who paid $1400 each. The defaulter paid nothing. (1)

In July 1879, the Mayor and Alderman Williams met with a Milwaukee law firm
in regard to the city's obligation. They tried to explain that this was so great that
the city was in no condition to meet its indebtedness and was powerless. This had
little weight, apparently, as the aldermen elected at the Spring election were served
notice by the United States Marshal from the District Court of the Eastern District
to attend all meetings of the Council, and when taxes were levied for city purposes,
to levy the amount named in the notice - $110,000. This did not have the desired
result.

At three meetings in 1879 even the Audit Board had no quorum. The city
council was to meet on September 22, 1879 to levy a tax, but two aldermen re-
signed on September 17, The Audit Board ordered a special election to replace
the two resigned, also two aldermen who had removed from their Ward and four who
had failed to qualify. At a meeting October 16, 1879, the Audit Board gave a report
of election, appointed committees, and as one alderman was present in addition to
the Board, a council meeting was held, and a tax levied for city use.

In the Spring of 1880, A. Sinclair became mayor. There was no quorum at a
special Council Meeting called for April 15th, and an Audit Board, M. O'Brien,
Chris Schend, Henry Williams and J.P.Glover, was appointed. Only routine
business was transacted until, on November 15, 1880, the purchase of a horse
drawn fire hose cart was authorized and a special election ordered for the purpose
of electing two aldermen in each ward in place of those who had failed to qualify.
Few knew of this election on November 17 and no votes were cast in the 2nd Ward.
That evening the council met, a quorum was present, state, county and school taxes
were levied, a pound established, and some other business transacted. But by the
December 6th meeting, William O'Brien had removed to another Ward, others did
not qualify, so again there was no quorum and the previous Audit Board was re-
appointed.

Politically, Kenosha men attained some important public offices. Ex Mayor
M. H. Pettit became Lieutenant Governor in 1871, but died in 1873, before his
term expired. E. G. Timme, Cival War Veteran who had given an arm in his
country's service, was elected Secretary of State for Wisconsin in 1878. When
Judgg: J. J. Pettit died in August, 1877, it was recalled that he wrote the first
petition to the United States Congress for the abolishment of slavery in the District
of Columbia,

And despite its difficulties, the town was not a sad and dreary place. Various
types of recreation and amusement flourished. There was a growing enthusiasm
for baseball and Sunday games were played west of the depot in 1872, Horse
racing at the Kenosha Driving Park was popular and premiums were offered for
trqttlpg records -- too popular perhaps, as the Council had to forbid racing on the
principal streets of the city. Many circuses came summer after summer.

(1) This man froze to death near his home one severe winter a year or so later.
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Velocipedes were coming in, and ''becoming a dangerous nuisance, hitting pedes-
trians and frightening horses."

There were band concerts in the park, "Uncle Tom's Cabin' and other plhays
came, and a growing demand for an opera house brought the erection of one in the
Fall of 1880 by G. Hinsdale. Among good lectures by authorities in the subjects
were some on Wisconsin geology, others on flowers, novels, sociology., etc. At the
suggestion of Dr. Cleary, the Kenosha Philharmonics was formed to give training
to those musically inclined. A chess club had many prominent men for membe_rs in
1873, Oyster suppers and festivals were given frequently. The Kenosha Sporting
Club was organized in 1872 for the purpose of protecting game birds. In 1876, the
Centennial Year of the U. S. the city held an elaborate celebration on July 4th.

Then there were balls, masquerades, New Year's calls, etc. In September 1872,
three hundred guests were invited to a ball given to entertain out of town visitors.
Shortly before Christmas, 1876, it was announced that Simmons Hall had been
thoroughly scrubbed and cleaned so that ladies could "wear their toniest toilets to
the ball Friday without fear of injury." Toward the end of this period, a number of
citizens had become quite well to do, and these toilets became correspondingly
much more elaborate. Accounts of balls and parties describe these costumes in
some detail and indicate that a number were imported.

And the situation in the city was gradually growing better. Although the popula-
tion had increased only 730 in the decade, (1) there had been considerable building-
in one year 100 residences, business places, etc. It was now realized that the city
must grow through industries. In 1872 '"business was brisk for those who had any
business at all."" An editor then commented:

In passing through Main Street and counting up the grocery stores
thereon, one could almost wish some of the money invested in coffee,
tea, pepper and starch could be applied to manufactories. Grocery
stores do not erect workshops, neither are they instrumental in
advancing the practical arts, but when workshops are erected and
steam engines, forges and the like are creating the music of industry
and causing an influx of mechanics, then grocery stores will be called
into requisition,"

By 1878 and 1879 through the slow, steady growth of a few industries, things
looked brighter; production was running unusually high in some shops, additions
were contemplated and it was felt that a strenuous effort should be made to open
some of the unused factory buildings. Among the larger industries, the Bain
Wagon Works had greatly increased its output. Its wagons were particularly in
demand in our mountain and desert west because of their proved suitability through
their rugged strength and endurance. At the start of the decade, Z. G. Simmons had
turned to manufacturing. He leased the Northwestern Telegraph Company to the
Western Union, became a director of the latter and the offices were combined here.
Mr. Simmons then devoted his outstanding ability to the furtherance and development
of his manufacturing interests. The growth of the wagon industry, Bain and others,
had increased the demand for the Andrew Leonard Patent Wagon Skeins, and the
production of these, together with other foundry work, had given an impetus to the
R.. B. Whitaker Company. N. R, Allen's and other tanneries were growing, the flour
mills were busy, the Kupfer Bakery had sold 225,000 1bs. of crackers and 24,500
lbs. of cookies annually. Other small industries were in operation. To accommodate
some of these industries a switch track was laid to Lake Street (eroded) in 1878,
under protest of the property owners along the line, and another down 8th Ayvenue to
the Malt House (between 57th and 58th) in 1880, also under protest.

(1) Population of Kenosha, 1870 - 4309, 1880 - 5093,
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In the Autumn of 1879 the Telegraph commented twice in one issue that business
was increasing, that the city presented an appearance not seen before in a long time,
new buildings were in process of erection and old ones were being repaired and en-
larged. With 1880 a new era began for Kenosha.

XIv
AT LAST - RELIEF
1881-1889

For many years the winter of 1881 was known as "the winter of the deep snow."
This affected the business life of the city. So much fell that the train to Harvard did
not run from February 26 until April 26 and for weeks activity from the west was
nearly at a standstill. It was said that some of the snow banks remained well into

the month of May.

Now the place of Party in polictics again loomed large, and before elections
great effort went toward the success of either the Democratic or Republican candi-
dates.

The beginning of the decade saw an increase in lawlessness and disorder- bands,
ranging from boys of 12 to men of 50, terrorized sections of the town. Women were
insulted on the streets. Many men, especially the old and frail, were beaten and
robbed; obscenity and profanity filled the air as these gangs lounged along the streets.

In the 1870's and before, many of the earlier settlers, or their sons and daugh-
ters, began to move west and north, to new and promising frontiers., This exodus
increased in the early 1880's, many going to the Dakotas and elsewhere- a loss
Kenosha could ill afford.

Early in 1881, on the initiative of J. H. Kimball, a citizen's meeting was held.
This formed an organization, ostensibly for the purpose of encouraging manufac-
turers and other business, called the Citizen's Improvement (or Citizen's Loan)
Association. O. M. Calkins (1) served as temporary chairman, until Z. G. Simmons
was elected president, Patrick English, vice-president, George W. Warvelle, Secre-
tary and Daniel Head, treasurer. C. C, Brown was chairman of an executive committee
of ten. It apparently began raising money at once.

At about the same time the City Debt Association met, elected Attorney Edward
Martin, later judge, as president, F. Robinsin, a druggist, vice-president, S. Y. Brande,
abstractor, secretary, and E. G. Hazelton, dentist, treasurer. The Association appear-
ed to be doing everything possible to meet its perplexing problem.

An Audit Board continued to transact the business. of the city, under the newly
elected mayor, Henry Williams, The latter advocated attention to sewers, in order to
drain cellars where dampness had been detrimental to health. This very necessary
work had been neglected because of the financial situation, which now began to look
!ess serious. In the Fall of 1881 a sewer was put in Main (6th Ave.) Street, so that
it would be "less of a cess pool, breeding malaria' and cellars could be dry. Harbor
lmprovements needed to continue and the fire department to be improved. When M.
O'Bru?n resigned, a new Audit Board was appointed, W. P, Wright, Chris Schend, E.
Valee and G. Gillett. This Board decided that the police force should be increased
a little and ordered a guard stationed near the depot where assaults and robberies
took place frequently.

(1) The donor of the Lincoln statue in Library park.
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In the Spring of 1882 when six aldermen resigned, an Audit Board was appoint-
ed: E. Hazelton, Peter Jacobs, E. VanWie and P. Lentz. James. O'Brien aqd Jos.
Newhouse were appointed as night policemen. Soon after, an officer was attacked

by two ruffians. These received a severe penalty instead of the customary low fine
that had become a matter of ridicule.

Then in March, 1883, a notice went out to the voters of Kenosha, that’a megtmg
would be held at the Court House. This summoned every one interested in a dis-
cussion of the evils that existed and the reforms that conditions demanded. It was
further suggested that, because of the increasing indebtedness, it would' be well to
elect an administration at the approaching election that would be more mt_erested
in the welfare of the city than in the triumph of any political party. T‘r}e final pur-
pose of that meeting was to nominate good men for all offices of the city. (1)

That Spring, 1883, O. S. Newell was elected for mayor. Again at the first
Council meeting there was no quorum, and the usual Audit Board was appomte-d.
That Fall it passed an Ordinance that prohibited lounging on street corners, hinder-
ing or obstructing passage on streets, public buildings, business places and churghes,
annoying or insulting any person, the use of obscene or vulgar }anguage and begging
on streets, with a penalty therefor. (2) Other ordinances required saloons to close
at 11:00 p. m., prohibited the killing of birds, and required the restraint of :do.gs.,
Market Square (56th) was made a public stand for the sale of hay and wood, 1w1th
regulations governing correct weights. Other Ordinances applied to the care of the
cemetery and of public parks.

The following Spring, 1884, a call was made by petition for Z. G. Simmons, Sr.
to permit his name to be placed on a people's ticket, for mayor. This contained
the names of a long list of business, professional and other men of the city, headed
by the names of Rev. Fr. Cleary and Rev. Fr. Wenker of St. Marks (St. James Now)
and St. George Churches. The signers felt that some personal sacrifice should be
made in the interest of the future growth and prosperity of the city, especially in
the line of political preferment. This call was accepted by Mr. Simmons. In
opposition, a threat was made to elect a full council, which would hamper the work
of the Debt Association. This question was settled when a heavy vote elected the
people's ticket with a big majority.

At a special council meeting on April 14, 1884, there was no quorum and an
Audit Board was appointed: Samuel Reynolds, Peter Jacobs, Charles H. Bain and
Edgar Pennoyer. In July, a local paper commended this Board for the enforcement
of laws and for placing the streets in better condition than for many years. Two
special police were appointed, without pay, and H. H. Tarbell, as health officer, was
instructed to inspect the city.

In October, 1884, a special election was held to fill the vacancies caused by the
resignation of seven members of the council. Then the Audit Board ceased to
function, a full board was elected by order of the mayor, and a council meeting held.
This action was preparatory to the proposed issue of 5%, 20 year bonds, not to ex-
ceed $200,000. to cover all indebtedness of the city, including the railroad debt.

The City Debt Association and its representatives had the entire debt in their hands
with a few trifling exceptions, and they were ready to meet and settle those. "Once
more the citizens of Kenosha may breathe freely as a new era of prosperity dawns
upon them. For the first time in 25 years we know where we stand." (3) The
holders of City Debt Certificates were requested to present them at once and receive

(1) Kenosha Telegraph Mar. 23, 1883.
(2) Audit Board minutes, Nov. 11, 1883.
(3) Kenosha Courier, Oct. 16, 1884.

- 48 -



the city bonds in exchange. The new ones were worth par and could be exchanged
for cash.

A local paper wrote: "It took shrewd financing and material assistance to ex-

tricate the city from its judgment creditors. Many were unwilling to fix a price

for which they should settle until assured the money was ready for them. Some

held for the full face value of judgments and interest, which it was impossible to
pay--it took shrewd business tactics and stratagem to bring these within the bounds
of reason. Mr. Simmons paid for judgments with his own money when he had no
assurance of getting the money back, traveled thousands of miles at his own expense
for which he was not reimbursed, and gave besides valuable time..... Other citizens,
scores of them contributed liberallyin proportion to their means and others stood "
shoulder to shoulder in lifting the burden of the city and carrying it for these years.

(1)

But, as too often happens, there were misunderstandings and accusations. An
attempt to have a great celebration over the adjustment of the debt failed through
a disagreement over the participation of one man, who had expressed political
preferences from a pulpit during an election. This brought a comment that the
difficulty in advancing Kenosha's business interests came from that same lack of
unanimity: "Some kicker knocks all projects into piel!"

The Mayor (2) was aware of wrong impressions regarding his services in the
purchase of old bonds and the readjustment of the debt. He gave a sworn statement
to the Council at the meeting on January 5, 1885, the gist of which was: In 1868 a
City Debt Association was formed and later supplemented by a Citizen's Loan
Association. He acted as their financial agent. The claims then amounted to
$1,750,000, now to $200,000, in 5% bonds. There were over 500 members in the
two associations, which were managed by the officers. Every cent was used for
the sole and only purpose for which it was paid, not one cent was taken by any
citizen for service or expense, save one bill of $50. made in organizing the Associa-
tion. There was no profit nor gain by any citizen handling this large aggregate of
indebtedness save $200. exacted by a banker on the purchase of one small judgment.
He (Mr. Simmons) paid out $ 3,000, in travel incidental and commissions. If he had
charged commissions, it would have amounted to over $40,000 at 2 1/4%. He handed
the Council a receipt in full for all demands against the City Debt Association,
Citizens' Loan Association and City of Kenosha. (3)

For a city of 5,000 and less, this had been a tremendous undertaking through
the years. Kenosha was not alone in having contracted a hugh debt from the rail-
road building flurry of the earlier years, but it did see its railroad project through
to completion. Many small railroads defaulted when there had not been a shovelful
of dirt turned on the proposed lines, some were coupled with frauds and scandals,
(4) of which Kenosha was free. It had duplicated the experience of many other
towns and followed methods begun by other roads. The railroad out of Milwaukee,
the Milwaukee & Mississippi Ry., now a part of the Milwaukee Road, began some-
what earlier, but did not fare better. In 1860, that Company defaulted on all mort-
gages and a receiver was appointed on foreclosure proceedings. Its cost per mile
increased until its debt was immense. In 1856, its officers censured the State

(1) Kenosha Courier, Nov. 13, 1884.

(2) A letter written by a Kenosha woman Oct. 20, 1875, indicates that some knew
how much to heart Mr. Simmons took the city debt: "I am sorry to write that Mr.
Z. G. Simmons is lying dangerously ill- It will be a dark day for Kenosha if he is
tal;en at this time. He is a man of great benevolence and possesses real public
spirit. Before hisillnesshe remarked that he wanted when he died to feel that the
town was free from debt- he has exerted himself unusually of late to serve the
city Debt. His recovery is not impossible but his symptoms are bad." Mrs.
Martha Dana Durkee. In Kenosha County Historical Museum Files.

(3) Council Proceedings, Jan. 5, 1885.

(4) Cf. August Derleth, "The Milwaukee Road" p. 57 ff
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Legislature for chartering other roads to the Mississippi, thus giving it competition-
but the Kenosha road had had it as a competitor to some extent,

The city was relieved of the great debt, but its menace from the lake co'!@n.tinued.
A log breakwater built in the early days to protect the warehouses had been ineffec-
tual. Some of those old logs were found in good condition under 10 or 12 feet of
sand in 1902, others even later. A petition and subscription list for protectﬁon was
presented to the Audit Board; the Judiciary Committee reported in its favox}, but
had no legal right to proceed further. The breakwater put in by O. M. Calkins in
1879 appeared at first to make land, but in 1882 a storm washed out both land and
breakwater, the crib pier at Kemper Hall was also damaged. More of the Calkins
land went later and Mr. Calkins thought of moving his house, then decided to re-
build the breakwater.

On May 5th, 1883, about 12 feet of lake shore were washed away, and by the
next night the occupants of a dwelling moved out when part of the property went
into the lake. Part of the hay press building of the Durkee family was undermined
and the lake was but a few feet from the Harrison planing mill which later disappear-
ed beneath the water. In August, 1885, an elderly couple, Mr. and Mrs. Palmer who
lived in a cottage on a large lot which contributed greatly to their living, were made
homeless by the wind and water, and eventually died in the poorhouse. For years
traces of former industries were to be seen beneath the water, until reclamation
projects buried them. (1) Property in that section of the city became so depreciat-
ed that a good brick residence (2) with two large lots were offered for sale at
$200. but there were no takers.

Early in 1883 a Business Men's Club was organized, Its purpose was to promote
both the business and the social life of the city, and it was soon to take an active
part in many projects. When a petition, bearing the names of some of the heaviest
taxpayers, asking the Council to take steps to protect the lake front, was presented,
that Club appointed a committee of three, Edward Bain, Z. G. Simmons and Daniel
Head, Sr. to confer with the city authorities, to determine the best course of action
anddox:ie that would secure as much unanimity as possible in case such work pro-
ceeded.

The result was that bids were advertised for in June, 1886. A contract went to
C. Schend Co. of Kenosha. Sager & Co. of Chicago also did a portion of the work.
The Schend bid was $7.40 per lineal foot, their bond was for $2,500. This work
was nearly completed by the summer of 1887- the original shore line of the South-
port days was then 300 feet further east, under 15 feet of water! This breakwater
extended from the harbor line to 58th St.

That summer the City annexed the land east of Durkee (3rd) Ave. to Vermont
St. (now vacated). A little later B. Eichelmann and wife gave part of Block 1, this
to be added to the park and used for that purpose only. The Council then voted to
continue the breakwater to protect the park,

To further harbor work, the Government made an appropriation of $6,000 in
1882. An opening through the sandbar at the north mouth (at 45th St. now closed)
was advocgtgd. That would permit ingress and egress of boats at that point which
was the original plan, as it was thought that the usefulness of the harbor would be
increased. .In 1886 another appropriation, of $10,000 was made. The Business Men's
Club were in touch with their congressman regarding a further appropriatidn in
1888. That year the Government dredged 25,000 cu. yd. of dirt, giving a 15 foot

(1) Cquncil proceedings May 17, 1886. F. W. Becker recollections.
(2) Ibid Aug. 8, 1886. English family history.
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depth along a channel 125 ft. wide the entire length of the piers and 150 ft, wide
toward their end. The sand bar outside the harbor was dredged to a depth of 16 ft.
The city was also doing work - in July 1889, the Council voted $400 for dredging
west of the 6th Ave. bridge.

In 1884 the Business Men's Club informed the County Board that it believed the
bills of the sheriff and justice of the peace should be contested. Its representatives
appeared at a stormy session, in which the sheriff's bill was cut about $4,000. and
a strong sentiment expressed that a fixed amount should be paid thereafter. During
those years tramps and vagrants roamed the countryside and became a nuisance
and a danger, particularly in Racine and Kenosha counties, possibly because of
their nearness to Chicago and Milwaukee railway terminals. Under state regula-
tions, these men could be committed to the county jails as vagrants and the sheriff
paid for feeding them while there., The Justice who charged them with vagrancy
also received a fee. This practice came to be badly abused in both cities. The
situation was particularly bad in Kenosha because the jail was very poor and one of
the dirtiest in the state, perhaps the latter condition was because 961 tramps had
been jailed here during 1882, and other years were probably as bad.

In 1883 the State Legislature passed a vagrancy law under which any tramp or
vagrant was subject to imprisonment for 15 days with only bread and water as a
diet. No sheriff nor jailor could receive, nor any County Board grant, recompense
for food. A tramp might also be committed to the state prison as punishment for
vagrancy. This was evidently an effort to correct the abuses, in these two cities
in particular. One tramp did receive a sentence to Waupun for three years. In
Kenosha, the sheriff's bill had been $10,114,63 and the Justices' fees $3,560. for
part of a year, these were largely tramp charges.

For some time the need of a new court house had been pressing, but money was
lacking. The condition of the jail was revealed more strikingly by this overcrowd-
ing and abuse. The large mass meeting held in the court room prior to the mayor-
alty campaign in 1884 made the old building snap and crack, until the sheriff's
family left in fear, and emphasized the fact that the structure was in a dangerous
gondition and should be condemned. It was unsafe to hold court there. The build-
ing was erected at the time when the yard from which the brick were procured was
not making a good product, now they were watersoaked and crumbling. The con-
struction work was poor, partitions were not properly supported, and floors had
dropped several inches in places. Finally it was condemned,

The Business Men's Club advocated a building that could be used jointly as a
county building and a city hall. Mr. Simmons offered to sell the site where the post
offlcg now stands for the new court house, the old site to be used for a new jail and
sl_lerlff’s residence. Edward Bain, of the Bain Wagon Co., donated $1,000 and Mr,
Simmons $2,000 toward the new buildings. Times were very dull in the county
then but the city was flourishing (1885). The old courthouse was torn down and a
terpporary jail made in the old engine house - not a very satisfactory one, as
prisoners could escape without much effort. The present police station and a brick
courthouse were erected. The City contributed $5,000 toward it, the County '
app'ropriated $23,000 in addition to the Bain and Simmons gifts. The County
hesitated, fearing the building could not be completed for that amount. Mr. Simmons
took the contract to complete the building according to plans and specifications, but
did more than the plans called for.,

Th_e State Board of Charities and Reforms, that had been so critical of former
conditions, approved the new buildings and the condition of the jail. The first meet-
ing in the new court house was a charitable ball sponsored by the Ladies Charitable
Sf)tcnety. And that year the mayor donated his salary to the pauper account of the
city.
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At first the lower floor was used by the city, but there was criticism about the
care of the building. Doors were left open, letting in many flies, and sometimes
they were not closed at night. The County said the city must look after the lower
floor, since it had the use of it. Finally the County terminated the arrangement by
purchasing the City's interest. The City offices were moved to rooms over the
Robinson Drug Store at a rent of $7.00 monthly. When a telephone was placed in
the Courthouse, it drew newspaper comment.

Law enforcement problems continued, although the situation was better for a
time, In the Spring of 1885, by Charter amendment, the office of city marshal was
abolished and its duties conferred upon a chief of police, he to be appointed by the
mayor. At an election in September, 1885, the citizens voted in favor of a high
licence fee for saloons. It was hoped that this would eliminate some of the more
objectionable places that were breeding places of crime and delinquency, which was
again increasing. Burglary and robbery were, and continued to be, frequent. In
1887, in addition to spots along the south shore, Washington (Simmons) Island became
the resort of "Bums' and was a place of wild carousals.

That Summer a Citizens' Committee or League was formed to work for the en-
forcement of liquor laws, as liquor was thought to be the source of much of the evil
situation, Among those most active were Mayor C. F. Stemm, A. H. Lance, John
- Yule, Z. G. Simmons, Att'y. Jas. Cavanagh, E. L. Grant, Rev. Fr. Cleary, Judge
VanWyk and Charles Quarles. Mr. Harkins was appointed agent of this League to
enforce laws regarding Sunday saloon closing, sale of liquor to minors and to habitual
drunkards. This League put out a pamphlet giving its objectives, and the laws and
ordinances of the city regarding saloons. District Attorney Munson Paddock active-
ly co-operated. Shortly after Harkins was made a special police without pay, he
made three arrests in two days for furnishing liquor to prohibited persons, the offend-
ers were jailed when they could not pay fines. The Council voted down a motion to
add one man to the police force, but the conduct of loafers in the vicinity of 59th St.
and 6th Avenue and around the churches was so bad that the Mayor appointed a
special policeman for Sunday evenings. In 1889 there were many arrests for sell-
ing liquor to minors.

. _Experience had proved the worth and efficiency of the new artesian water system
in fire fighting, but all patrons of the Park City Water Co. were directed to close
faucets at the sound of the fire alarm to give the full force of the water to the fire
apparatus. In 1883 the Company was given permission to sink another well, But
cons.umers‘ waste of water interfered with some of the new industries that were
coming, and the public was asked to use as little as possible so that the shops might
operate. Another well was sunk, and by July, 1887, all wells were on one system of
mains with uniform pressure. By October of that year two more artesian wells were
under way.

The ladies continued their work in the park begun in the 1870's, doing as much as
funds that they raised themselves would permit, but cows were still driven through.
This was ordered stopped. The pond was completed and was used by skaters during
the winter of 1881. But by the summer of 1882, bullfrogs moved in, and their croak-
ing _became an extreme annoyance to the residents around the park. It was ?filled in
during the summer of 1884, when permission was given to erect a platform where
band concerts were given regularly that year. The city appropriated $75. toward it,
the citizens were to subscribe $25. This was completed as a band stand in 1886,
Appropriate walks were laid in 1884. In 1887 the ladies were still struggling with the
park pr_oblem, were asking for subscriptions, and giving entertainments to raise
money in 1887,

Through the earlier years, the small po i |
) s pulation was located largely along a tract
lying between the lake and 13th Avenue, where all drainage tended to s?nk irit% the
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sandy soil and houses were not too close together. But now population was increas-
ing, the settled area enlarging and proper sewerage was required. Many old city
ordinances testify that for years property owners constructed their own drains or
sewers, and their right to the exclusive use of these was given by the city as one
way of avoiding the responsibility of constructing a sewage system.

As early as 1884, an investigating committee recommended that the Bailey
canal and the drain from the Malt House be connected with the 56th Street sewer,
the connection to be of stone. In 1885, the 6th Avenue sewer caved in to such an
extent that a horse fell into the hole! The conditions were worse when, in September
1887, the St. George Church and the public school were given permission to extend
their drainage to empty into the river, and others received permission to empty
drainage into Jerome Creek. An open ditch on 13th Avenue received other drain-

age.

Many illnesses are recorded during this period. Scarlet Fever and Diptheria
were especially prevalent, the latter frequently wiping out almost an entire family.

The Council was still affected by the inertia resulting from the bad financial
situation of former years. Some new equipment and repairs were needed for the
fire department, but at the same meeting that voted to purchase a site for a city
hall facing 56th St. the fire chief's request that shafts be attached to fire equipment
so that a horse could be used when necessary, was denied, in 1887. The purchase
of some rubber clothing for the men was allowed, however. Could this have any
bearing on the resignation of all four companies of the volunteer fire department
a short time before? These were the Hook and Ladder Co. #1, The Star Hook &
Ladder Co. #2, the Independent Hose Co. #3 and the Active Hose Co. #4. The
Council immediately called for volunteers when the city was thus left without a
fire department. Men responded and the companies were again filled up.

Some new streets were opened, among them one along the north side of the
cemetery in 1884, later called Bain St. Harvey Durkee opened 63rd St. through his
property to 14th Avenue in exchange for some concession in taxes. Salem, now
Roosevelt Ave. was vacated at the easterly end. Early maps show that it extended
to about one block north of 60th St. But streets were not well lighted. The Business
Men's Club appointed a committee to work with the Council in promoting better
lighting. Light became the subject of another large public meeting, and petitions
for and against electric lights went to the council. (1) The Council in turn recom-
mended the installation of electric lights- many other Wisconsin cities had them.
By the end of 1888 the city was moderately well lighted by gas through an outside
contract. But a new difficulty developed~ the hydrogen gas was cutting the foul
matter(;:;)llected in the old wooden mains and 15 men were busy putting in new iron
ones.

Equally strong was the demand for paving, especially on Main (6th) St., but a
new sewer was required - the original one had been a failure from the first. The
bridges in the city were always in need of repair or replacement. A contract was
awarded for the 50th St. bridge but subscriptions were received to defray its ex-
pense, (1883). Should the 52nd St. bridge be a turn or a swing one? Boats with
cargoes passed beyond it up the river then,and the newspaper was advocating a
higher tax to build a permanent in place of a wooden bridge. It apparently was made
to do awhile longer by means of repairs, but by 1888 it was unsafe and unusable and
a new bridge was built. A bridge at Ann (Sheridan Road) and Jerome Creek also
had to be kept in repair.

The veterans of the Civil War reorganized a GAR Post and named it the Fred

(1) Kenosha Un_ion Jan. 12, 1888. Incandescent lights were invented in 1878, thus
Kenosba was fairly abreast of the times. New York city got hers in 1882.
(2) Ibid Dec. 5, 1889. Some old wooden pipes are in the Historical Museum.



S. Lovell Post in 1887. At their request the Council voted to set aside Blocks 114,
115 and 116 of the S. E. division of Green Ridge Cemetery and to vacate an alley
between these blocks. This was known as The Soldiers Lot, and a monument was
erected thereon., There, any needy veteran might be buried, also others who might
so desire. As early as 1884 a meeting was called at the Simmons office to organize
an association whose object was the erection of a Soldiers' Memorial monument in
the city.

People began to ask for a public library. The reading rooms were not a success
and more books were needed than those found in school and church libraries. This
want continued to grow. The books at the Unitarian Church were recatalogued and
were free to all, but were limited in number and probably had little new material.
An addition was built to house the books.

Interest in education continued. A kindergarten opened in a room over the
Western Union Telegraph office, with a charge of 25¢ per child to defray expense.
Many prominent young women of the city helped, and a number of children were
present at its opening in May or June, 1881, In the winter of 1882, Mrs. M. Dunning
reopened her kindergarten and a kindergarten cottage was built with funds raised
by social events and programs by 1884. As an innovation at that time, (1886), it
had gray instead of black, boards. Mrs. Dunning also held an evening school, at
a charge of $1.00 per week for each student. Another private evening school was
opened where bookkeeping, penmanship and business forms were taught. In the
Spring of 1881, an evening school in a room over a store, held for the benefit of
working men and boys, apparently was well patronized.

But the city schools were overcrowded. The Durkee School required an extra
room and an additional teacher, and new departments were necessary at the north
side school. The old high school building was in poor condition, unhealthy and over-
crowded. After 1887, so many new families came that there was not room for the
students and it was necessary to rent space. It-was decided to put one-half of the
cost of a new building into the 1889 tax levy and to build the following year . Z. G.
Simmons appeared before the City Council and protested the erection of the new
high school building on the present site, as the center of population was beginning
to move westward. (1)

The Methodist Church burned in 1883, but was rebuilt at once. A new German
Lutheran Church was completed in November, 1883. The present St. James church
building was begun in the Fall of 1882 and a parsonage built in 1885, The Danish
Baptist Association organized a church which occupied a hall over the First Nation-
al Bank, in June, 1886. The Danish Lutheran Church had been organized and planned
to build at the 10th Avenue and 52nd Street location in 1882-3.

In July, 1886 the organization of a YMCA began. By October this had progressed
so far that rooms were occupied over the First National Bank. Gideon Hammond
bgcame its executive secretary. A series of entertainments were given during the
winter of 1887. Later (1888), a reading room, with papers and monthly magazines,
was open to all men.

Local baseball teams competed with teams from other cities, including Chicago
and M_ilwaukee, the Kenosha Regulars was one team that competed. Roller iskating
grew in popularity during the earlier years of the decade. At first Simmons Hall
was used, in January, 1882, a large building 40' x 140' was erected at 10th Ave. and
56th St., where skaters contended with one another. Some of the young men who
had.been among the lounging gangs became outstanding skaters, and the complaints
against delinquents apparently grew much less after this facility for amusement

(1) Council proceedings, Dec, 1, 1889,
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opened. In 1885, it was voted to license skating rinks, and this building was later
torn down. Walking matches in the various halls were also popular, In December,
1886 the Kenosha Boat Club built a toboggan slide for the public at 10th Avenue and
Pike Creek. Yacht races, and later bicycle races interested many. Bicycle clubs
took young people further distances than they had been able to go on pleasure jaunts
hitherto and other young groups came here from Racine and elsewhere on bicycle

trips.

The local opera house brought productions of more or less worth. A better
opera house was needed to draw better productions and larger audiences. People
were as interested in theatrical productions then as now - twenty young people met
at Josiah Bond's in Nov. 1887, to form an Amateur Theatrical Club. The Apollo
Club continued to give pleasure to those who enjoyed music.

In the Fall of 1887 the Business Men's Club sent out a circular giving information
about the city with a view of attracting more industries. That Spring the Club had
again taken an active part in politics, and recommended that the mayor and aldermen
be once more elected irrespective of party, and favored men who would make annual
payments on the principle of the old debt, and also work for harbor improvements.

Prior to 1887 a local group of the Knights of Labor had been formed, there were
evidently some other labor organizations also. A mass meeting of working men was
called at the court house in March, 1887, to discuss the political situation. The
election was a surprise: the labor eandidates won, this was the only city in the state
where this was true, but labor here was not as radical in its attitude as it was else-
where. Fred Stemm, Sr. was elected as mayor. (1) But the mayoralty campaign
was not the greatest sensation of that spring election. The law of 1885 gave women
the right to vote for school officials. In the 4th Ward a number of ladies took advan-
tage of this, went to the polls to deposit their votes and almost caused a riot! (2)

In 1889 another attempt to select candidates irrespective of party lines, (thought
necessary when the town was just beginning to grow and new industries to come)
failed and the election lost.

What brought about the increased growth and activity?

Very soon after the adjustment of the city debt various branches of industry be-
gan to make progress, and each year saw some extensive addition or improvement
in almost every line of manufacture. It was hoped that there were more new ones
to come.

In 1881, Peter Jacobs opened a match factory; a furniture factory also came
that year. A butterine establishment opened in the Kimball block. Dairying had
grown extensively in the county and used this as its shipping port. To one city alone,
Worchester, Mass., 13,000 pounds of butter was shipped by refrigerator car in the
early summer of 1882, and more went elsewhere. (3)

. The Simmons Company was growing rapidly. Mr. Simmons had many interests
'1‘n adc-htlon, - he was one of the directors of the Edison Electric Light Co. that
furnished lights for buildings superior to anything then known." (4) Through his
instrumentality a new company, the Chicago Brass, came here and its buildings were

(1) Courier, April 1887
(2) Courier, April 7, 1887
(3) Ibid July 13, 1882

(4) Ibid Oct. 20, 1882
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under construction in 1886. Josiah Bond gave three acres of land for its use, the
city extended water mains., The Davy Clay Ballast and the Domestic Organ Compa-
nies opened in 1884, two other industries came from the east a little later. The
Bain Wagon Works enlarged rapidly, as did the Allen Tannery. The latter was
engaged in a lawsuit with the old Pennoyer Water Cure, to which it had become
extremely obnoxious on account of odors and river pollution. In the meantime the
Pennoyers purchased 50 acres of land on the lake shore and planned to erect new

and better buildings.

A special edition of the Courier June 7, 1888 gives a resum€ of the Kenosha of
the late 1880's: Its headlines declare her to be

A BUSY THRIVING CITY
A Review of her natural and acquired advantages:

Superior Shipping Facilities

Desirable Residence Location

Rapid Growth of her Manufacturing and Mercantile Interests
Solid, Substantial and Secure

10 Churches - Congregational, Episcopal, Methodist, 2 Catholic,
German Lutheran, German Methodist, Baptist, Danish, Unitarian

1 Central School, 3 Ward Schools; 2 Catholic, 1 German Lutheran,
Parochial Schools; Kemper Hall

4 Artesian Wells 4 miles of mains
4 Volunteer Fire Companies - 3 hose, 1 hook & ladder

Planing Mill Pettit Malting Co.

Adams Pump Co. Chicago Brass Co.

N. W. Wire Mattress Co. (1) Kenosha Crib Co.

Bain Wagon Co. Kressin & Jones Harness

Tanneries F. W. Lyman & Son, Shoes

Andre Cigars Sheet Iron, Tin & Copper Kitchen Ware

And Others,
XV
INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS
1890-1910

By now it was evident that Kenosha had been drawn into and had a part in the
vast industrial change that had taken place in much of Europe and in Easteﬁ‘n America,
that the old dream of riches and growth through a shipping port alone was completely
shattered. During the decade from 1880 to 1890 its population had grown from 5093
to 6532, the largest increase of any ten year period after its incorporation jas a city.
Heretofore little more than a country village with the usual public conveniences- or
lack of them - characteristic of that period, it suddenly found it vitally necessary to
provide some of the then modern improvements. Because there had been no need
t:or such.traming, few of its workmen had experience in the skills requiredl for such
installation, while at first, assistance from elsewhere, measured by today'é standards
pften left much to be desired. But attempts were made, and though these were prob- ’
ably adequate for a brief time, they sometimes brought results that led to greater

(1) Now the Simmons Co.
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problems later. And industrial aevelopments were in the making that would great}y
transform the old life of slower pace and harder work (but perhaps of more serenity)
and create some unthought of and hitherto unknown perplexities.

The background of the long, hard years of the pioneer, the Civil War effort and
the nagging demands of the huge debt had a considerable influence on public affairs
without doubt. In those years men were forced to spend little because there was
little to spend. Also, for years it had been necessary to petition the State Legisla-
ture for permission before many projects could be started. Perhaps these reasons
may account for the hesitancy in undertaking any work that meant a large outlay of
money, or an increase in taxes. But by the turn of the century, a change seemed to
come in the attitude toward public improvements, also the public began to demand
better facilities. And generally, throughout the country, a greater development in
the arts and sciences and an increase in education had effects on lives and thought.
Coupled with these was a change in the contact with the State government. Commis=
sions and inspectors added their influence or insistance on reforms and betterments.
The trend was toward newer ways, easier methods and greater expenditures.

The Industrial expansion, begun in the 1880's, increased steadily as some plants
grew larger and larger. As the years went by, the Bain Wagon Works became one
of the greatest in the country, with more and more buildings required, until parts
of streets - 7Tth Avenue north of 56th Street and 55th Street east of 7th Avenue, were
vacated by the city at the company's request and were occupied by the plant, (1908).

The N. R. Allen Sons' Tannery made even greater strides, until it became the
world's greatest producer of harness and sole leather. In Feb. 1890, disaster struck
again. Fire destroyed two large, six story buildings and spread until the old water
cure building, the German Methodist Church and parsonage, the McDermott tannery
buildings, nearby houses and barns and the approach to the 52nd Street bridge were
burned. For a time it looked as if the entire north side of the city might be destroy-
ed. The Tannery began to rebuild at once, with expansion after the purchase of the
water cure property. The latter was rebuilt on the recently purchased site. In
March, 1906, the Tannery became part of the Central Leather Co., in the great
leather Trust.

The Simmons Industries advanced rapidly. With the farsightedness that has
characterized the plant, its products were changed or increased to meet- or anti-
cipate- public demands and comfort. In April, 1892, it too, became a victim of fire.
The entire plant with its large lumber yard, the nearby Bain Wagon Co. lumberyard's
40,000 feet of dry timbers, the Head Sutherland (1) lumberyard with 35,000 feet of
lumber, the Kenosha Crib Co. and the Baldwin Coal Co. were all completely destroy-
gd. Bcl>th factories rebuilt at once and were in operation, at least on a small scale,

y Fall,

Some other plants were less fortunate, The Little Scotford and Lane plants did
not survive fires but were gone by 1893,

The Chicago Brass Co. added to both output and buildings. In November, 1901,
it was sold to the Coe Brass Co. of Connecticut. The Pettit Malt Co. grew until its
large plant occupied the greater part of the block on which the Elks Club Building
stands. Excitement and enthusiasm marked the opening, in October, 1891, of a
mattress factory owned by the George Perrin Associates or the Chicago Bedding Co.,
located on lots provided by the Kenosha Land & Improvement Corporation in then
open country north of the city, now at 13th Ave. and 35th St.

This company was soon in financial difficulties. By Dec. 1892, the property was

(1) Now the Kenosha Lumber Co.
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sold by Court order, but reorganized and continued in business. Suddenly, on June
23, 1895, it burned, An exciting arson trial resulted. Many outstanding criminal
lawyers of Chicago, retained by the accused men, were pitted against the youthful
district attorney, A. E. Buckmaster and Attorney Jos. V. Quarles. (1) Several men
were convicted and served terms in the penitentiary.

In 1892 the Chicago Rockford Hosiery Co. took over the plant of the Kenosha
Watch Case Co. and soon became a large and growing concern. About 1900 Milwaukee
men began to make the Sholes or Visable typewriter here, an invention of L.ouis, son
of C. Latham Sholes, but without success. The plant operated off and on from 1900
till 1909, when the owners became bankrupt. The Cooper Underwear Co. came into
operation about 1902,

A number of other industries were started by local men. Among these were the
BadgerBrass Co.(2)The Windsor Spring Co., the Frost Co., The Whitaker Foundry,
the Lippert Foundry, the Frank L, Wells Co., the Arneson Foundry and others.
Peter Pirsch, who had been associated with his father in a wagon company, began
to experiment successfully with fire fighting equipment.

In 1895, through the efforts of local men, two new industries came: The Sterling
Bicycle Company, and the Sieg Walpole Co. also makers of bicycles. By 1898 the
Sieg or Windsor Bicycle Co. was in financial straits, and closed under a reiceiver-
ship. About the turn of the century the Sterling Company became a part of the great
Bicycle Trust and was moved elsewhere., Thomas B. Jeffery of Chicago purchased
its buildings for experimentation with automobile manufacture. This proveld success-
ful and the plant speedily increased in size and production.

For 45 years the stockholders' meetings of the Northwestern Telegraph Co.
were held in Kenosha, but now its stock was being bought up largely by eastern men
and the headquarters moved east. Z. G. Simmons was president and A, H. Lance,
secretary, treasurer.

In July, 1901 factory owners and managers formed an association designed to
bring workmen to Kenosha., Part of this plan was the provision of low priced houses
that could be purchased on an installment basis. When the leading manufacturers
of the State met to organize the Wisconsin Manufacturers' Association, Kenosha
firms took little interest. The Chicago Brass Co. was the only one represented at
the Milwaukee meeting, Instead, the industrial managers here met to work on the
previous plan of helping secure better working conditions for the workers.

Later the manufacturers did become a branch of the organization that was form-
ing in all manufacturing cities of the country. It included the Simmons, Jeffery,
Chicago Brass, Allen Tannery, Chicago Kenosha Hosiery, Frost, Badger Brass,
Kenosha Crib, Bain Wagon, Windsor Spring, F. L. Wells, Cooper Underwear and
Earl Motor Companies. Conrad Shearer Sr. became its secretary.

As the factories grew, help became more and more scarce. Foreign workmen
began to arrive, among these in the 1890's and early 1900's, were many Italian
families— 300 persons in one year. In 1904, nine Polish families, 67 persons, came,
it was said that there were 1000 Poles in Kenosha then. In the Fall of 1908, it was
necessary to send agents to Chicago for workmen, 100 were needed.

(1) Mr. Quarles, a Kenoshan who moved to Milwaukee, later became U. S. Senator
and Judge.

(2) The man at the head of the Badger Brass was Richard Welles, father of the
actor, Orson Welles.

- 58 -



B

In February, 1905, a new industrial map showed that factories had doubled since
1900, with Simmons and the Allen Tannery in the lead; that the city limits had been
extended and more than 1000 houses erected, In 1907, the State Factory Inspection
Department reported that employed in 56 Kenosha establishments were 6,130 males,
1,020 females and 316 boys and girls under 16 years of age. But Kenosha ranked
third in the state in unemployment in the Spring of 1906.

Early in 1908, the Kenosha industries were given space in Calverts Monthly, a
magazine published in Chicago in the interest of manufacturers. This said in part:

Kenosha is essentially a manufacturing town of the first class. The best
evidence of the locality's value as a manufacturing point is - that the
largest industries of the city have grown to a million dollar capacity
from beginnings of the most modest character. Their growth is natural
and healthy.

It has preserved its identity as a residential city. The parks and streets
are well kept, the schools of a high type; there are 16 churches of the
larger denominations and a YMCA.

The harbor was practically undeveloped and had capacity for handling
considerable tonnage. At present the shipping consists of about 10,000,000
feet of lumber, 25,000 tons of coal and 10,000 of bark. With the present
dockage facilities (1908) this capacity can be increased 20 fold.

Wages:
Labor, common $1.50 - $1.75 per day
Skilled mechanics 1,75 - 3.00 per day
Electricians 1,75 - 3.00 per day
Office help 1.25 - 3.00 per day

Tax- assessed valuation $16,000,000. Tax rate 1% on $100. There are
openings for factories in many lines.

And many industries did consider locating here, but other cities overbid in granting
sites or in financing.

‘ All of this rapid growth put a heavy demand on every phase of life and, coupled
Wlth the fear of municipal debt and of heavy taxation on the part of the older popula-
tion , posed a real problem. Party politics did not simplify the situation.

Water was one of the first necessities in this rapidly growing city, not only for
household use and for the various industries, but the disastrous fires of 1890 and
1892 emphasized the requirement of a better system for fire protection.

The Park City Water Co. received permission to sink another artesian well east
of 5th Ave. but the wells on the north side were no longer able to supply customers.
Feb. 3, 1893, the Council voted to employ George R .Benzenberg of Milwaukee as a
competent engineer to submit plans for a better system.

Water was the main issue in the city election that Spring and the choice of O. M.
Pettit for mayor was a victory for those who desired a new system. By May, 1893,
three propositions for such construction were received. The investigating committee
recommended the acceptance of the proposal of W. S. Reed, Chicago, and the Council
approved it. A Chicago bank failure made the Reed Company unable to proceed with
the contrac;t, and again all plans lay dormant for a time, but not forgotten - Kenosha
was not going to let a bank failure elsewhere stop this enterprise.
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The old plans were not entirely suited to the needs of the growing city gnd the
Reed Company offered to draw up new plans and specifications for the sum of $600.
This offer was accepted and bids were advertised for in March, 1894. On the 19th
those of five different firms were submitted to the City Council:

J. G. Glaver & Co., Chicago, $134,900,; N, F. Reichert, Racine,
$129,000.; J. A, Williams, Kenosha, $112,000,; McArthur Bros.,
Chicago, $112,211,; I. W. Newcomer, Cleveland, $99,308.40.

On March 29, a public meeting was held at the Rhode Opera House to discuss
Kenosha's then most absorbing interest. Details of the plan were given, idtake pumps,
pipe system, hydrants, standpipe, etc. and the proposed system of payment whereby
the City would become the owner through use of revenue over a term of years. Dr.
Hazelton, head of the Park City Water Co. thought the probable revenue was over=
estimated and said that his company would remain as a competitor. But he also
added that the Company would gladly sell to the city at a very low price.

Again the election hinged on water works, Dr. William Farr for, and Peter Jacobs
against the construction that year, Dr. Farr won by 36 votes! An excited crowd
celebrated the victory with cheers, singing and a street parade that ended at the
newly elected Mayor's home.

In May, 1894, the Kenosha Water Company was incorporated by E. G. Hazelton,
Lewis Bain and D. Conway Lloyd. The city was given the privilege of purchasing
the complete system at a slight advance on cost. In June the Committee on Water-
works reported favorably on the Newcomer proposal, for a system with intake 5,000
feet from the intake well, using pipe at least 24" in diameter. This was accepted
with three dissenting votes. July 18, 1894, it was decided that the power house
should be located at the foot of 56th St. When Mr. Newcomer experienced some
difficulty in getting the bonds onto the market, his contract was assigned to W. H.
Wheeler of Beloit.

In February, 1895, an ordinance was presented to the city Council that granted
the city the right to purchase and maintain the water works., On August 15, 1895,
six days after the Works were accepted the system was taken over by the City. Rules,
regulations and rates were drawn up soon after and a Board of Water Commaissioners
appointed. The first members were J. B. Kupfer, John O'Donnell and O. M, Calkins.
Shortly after this the Commission purchased the systems of the Park City Water
Company and the North Side Water company for $20,000.

The Kenosha Water Works were of interest to other cities and on August 14, 1895,
a special train with representative business men from Beloit, Janesville, Ft. Atkinson,
Wauwatosa, Edgerton, Berlin, Oconomowoc, Watertown and Racine came to watch an
exhibition test.

The total cost was $137,000 for a system composed of 13 miles of water mains,
102 fire hydrants, the pumping station and grounds, with 4,000,000 gallon per day
capacity, also the seven flowing artesian wells. At the close of 1896 there were 416
artesian water consumers, 337 lake water consumers, total 735.

After water inspection and tests in 1898, people were advised to boil all drinking
water, and many filters were installed - one in the Durkee school. That year the
Water Commissioners requested authority to plan for a filter system. They were
backed by the saving of $11,424, in two years through the ownership of the water
works., The authorization was not given.

Meters were installed in 1901, By that time the water supply was again becoming
a problem, and the City endeavored to stop the use of water for sprinkling. The small

= 60 =



plant did its utmost but it was not adequate in case of emergency.

Part of the bonds were called for payment in 1902. In Sept. 1903, the last of
the second series of 2nd mortgage bonds were also called., But although the Depart-
ment was making money, there was a suspicious drop in revenue and all meters
were ordered sealed. The income rose again! In November, 1904, land adjoining
the plant was purchased to permit future development. Jan. 1, 1905, a profit of
$20,000 was shown with more than 27 1/2 miles of pipe and many more patrons.

A standpipe was a part of the plan and in Sept. 1905, lots for this were purchas-
ed. These were at 54th St, and 19th Ave. In April, 1906, arrangements were made
for the erection of the structure. It was to have a 300,000 gallon capacity, to be
placed on steel standards 40 feet high. The Water Department had put aside $15,000
out of its profits to pay for this some time previously (1906). A new pump with a
capacity of 6,000,000 gallons was installed at the plant in Feb. 1908 to better meet
water requirements.

In 1907 there was some agitation for the rebuilding of the old artesian system.
Many doctors supported this, saying the water was better for table use, but by 1909
some of the old artesian mains began to break, brass pipes were required.

Then the Council ordered the department to retire its bonds at the next interest
payment time. That required the money on which the Department depended to carry
out its plans for improvements and extension, also there was not sufficient to retire
the bonds. However the formal call was sent out for the payment of the bonds on
Oct. 15, 1910, although it might be necessary to borrow money for that purpose.

Other water commissioners during this period were E. R. Head, Matt Greenwald,
James Charles, James Barr, James Gorman and George Higley.

Fire and Police; The 1890 tannery fire evidently prompted one of three important
actions taken by the City Council that year. On February 3rd the purchase of a new
fire engine was decided upon, a month later a Clapp & Jones steamer engine was
ordered, also 1,000 feet of rubber lined cotton hose. Soon afterward it ordered that
trucks and hose carts be prepared for the use of horses in hauling, although it was
September, 1895, before horses and harness were purchased and a man hired to
care for them. Previously all hauling was by contract, and the contract for hauling
the hose cart was still let. The Council also gave the Silsby Company a contract to
rebuild the old steamer,

Plans and estimates were made for a new engine house on the city lot on Market
Square° (56th) and bids received in 1890, Wallis & Symmonds received the contract,
the price: $6,680. About March 1, 1891 the building was completed. The city made
an event of this. It is now the Central Fire Station just east of and adjoining the
cfcy I}all. At that time there was no city hall, the council chamber was in this new
b1:111d1ng and each councilman had a desk. At the end of the decade it was still shared
with the council, but the desks were rearranged in 1899 to give more room and also
to enable all members of the Council to hear the proceedings. The old fire station
on 56th St. was sold in 1890,

. To meet the water s.hortage» the Chicago Brass Co. sank its own artesian well,
and after some minor fires, the Pettit Malting Co. purchased its own steam fire
pump and 1,000 feet of hose., The City still depended on volunteer firemen and in

;%%I;eciation for their services the latter company gave each local fire company

A fire alﬂarm system was requested and a system was obtained from the New
Gaynor Co. in 1899. Later an addition was made. In July, 1896 the Clapp and Jones
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Fire Steamer was exchanged for a Chemical engine that was named the G. M.
Simmons. The old fire bell was presented to the Frank school in 1897.

Changes come slowly: The new hook and ladder truck made by the Pirsch
Company was horse drawn in 1898 but the hose wagon still was hauled by contract.
But newer methods did come. When, in 1900, the Department asked for the purchase
of a team to haul the hook and ladder truck because the rental service yvasi poor and
they had missed four fires, they strengthened their plea by saying that the jteam B
could be used for other near-by work, there was room for it and the teamster cquld
sleep in the engine house. Then the City Clerk was instructed to advertise for bids.

The old chemical wagon that had been used for eight years - so heavy that three
horses could scarcely move it, was ordered retired (1903) to be replaced by a
combination chemical and hose wagon. The low bidder was the local firm of Peter
Pirsch, to whom the contract was awarded for $1,360. '

Rules for applicants were adopted by the Police and Fire Commission early in
1903, but a petition to the Council to reorganize the fire department on a paid instead
of a volunteer basis with 60 members met no consideration.

When part of the fire apparatus was sent to the 3rd Ward in 1904, the Chicago
Brass Co. loaned a building for storage. The Council voted to purchase a lot on
62nd St. 50 ft. W. of 18th Ave. for the erection of an engine house and plans were
ready. The contractors were Parks & Glerum. Z. G. Simmons gave a combination
chemical and hose wagon, made by Pirsch. The Fire Department was to purchase
a horse and buggy for its own special use - a real innovation! :

After the Iroquois Theatre fire in Chicago, schools were inspected and fire
escapes ordered, four had been without such protection. By 1905, local conditions
were such that the Advisary Insurance rates of Milwaukee gave a good report on
Eenosha fire protection even though the hose wagon was used as a patrol wagon at
imes,

The 58th St. lot on which the engine house had stood was sold for $1,735 in
April, 1905. Two men were added a little later, also a new alarm switchboard.
Chief Barr retired that year and Henry Isermann became chief. Mr. Barr's retire-
ment apparently ended the volunteers as a working unit of the city.

A new pay schedule for fire and policemen gave $50. monthly the first year,
$55. the second and $60. the third, Again citizen's generosity was displayed when
Thos. B. Jeffery sent a check of $500, in appreciation of efficiency and aid given
at a fire in his home.

When Markgt Square was to be paved, citizens' protests were required before
the old reservoir at 56th St. and 6th Ave. was filled up in 1909 although it had not
been used for 20 years and was of little use for fire protection,

Thos_e who wanted a cleaner city had an ally when the State Fire Marshal joined
].OCS'.]. officials in the demand that rubbish that was a fire hazard be cleaned up. The
Police and Fire Commission urged the employment of more firemen but the council
held that thqre was not sufficient money. A new north side engine house was wanted.
When Mr. Simmons offered aid in this if more men were added, the offer was accept-

ed and thr“ee men hired. Some systematic sprinkling of dirt streets also ajided in
cleaning fire hydrants.

.Like many another city, Kenosha failed to increase its police force in proportion
to its population growth. The few men employed lacked adequate equipment and a
suitable headquarters. For a time the latter was over the Schend saloon, but moved
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to the Gonnermann Block, 56th and 6th Ave. in the Spring of 1901, Agitation began
for a police patrol wagon, but even a bicycle was not procured until the summer of
1903, and that for the use of the night man. The plea was then used that a patrol
wagon could also serve as an ambulance, and a call system was asked for, In 1907
a contract was given the Signaphone Co, for 16 boxes and a four circuit switch
board. Headquarters were moved to the Central Fire Station in May, and the long
wanted patrol wagon was built by Peter Pirsch a year later, again, however a case
of pay by public subscription, in part at least.

In 1898 there were six policemen, Marshall Barber was chief. When the residents
and merchants near the Northwestern depot petitioned for better police protection,
Charles Steinbach was appointed as special police, without pay. That there might
be a man at the police office during the entire night an additional officer was ap-
‘pointed in 1902, this proved to be a valuable move. Again in 1905 the Council was
asked to increase the force. A desk sergeant and a night man were wanted but it
was difficult to get applications for either fire or policemen, By 1908,°all applicants
were required to pass an examination for both regular and special police officers.
At that time the Police and Fire Commission, then in control under the State law,
called in all special police stars, ‘

The Commission required both discipline and performance of duty. Breaches
of discipline brought an investigation of every member in 1904, and some were dis-
charged because of neglect of duty. It was probably necessary, not only was there
dangerous vandalism by boys, especially around the railroad and depot, but there
was an epidemic of robberies. Six plainclothes men were put on. These and the
police were ordered to arrest every suspicious character in the city and hold them
in jail until they gave an account of themselves and their activities. The order went
further - all hoboes were to be driven out and kept out, all saloons closed tight at
the time set by law, and the streets to be freed of ""saloon bums." If necessary,
the officers were to shoot at sight. Within a few days two burglars were caught,
three girls arrested for stealing dolls and boy chicken thieves rounded up. But for
years hoboes continued to be insolent, a nuisance and sometimes dangerous.

Toward the end of this period, the city was visited by disreputable men from
e}sewhere., This resulted in the shooting and wounding of the chief of police one
night, who required a long period to recover.

Three men were added to the force in June, 1910, The automobile law had to
be epforced then - it was 12 miles an hour in the city. It also required each auto-
mob:ﬂtle owner to provide a horn or bell on the car and to sound it at every inter-
section. A white light in front and a red light on the back was also mandatory.

Sanitation and Health; Locally, the decade of the 1890's began with much illness

and many deaths. This was so serious that schools and factories were closed during
Januar:y, 1890. Diptheria and scarlet fever took a heavy toll of life, and there were
other illnesses. That a possible cause was at least partially realized is indicated
by the last of the three important acts (1) of the City Council referred to before.

This Resolution called attention to the fact that: (in brief) 1st. because of the
saandy soil and natural draimage, failure to use proper sewers by a scattered popula-
tion was possible, with fair sanitation for the past 50 years, but it no longer was
adequate - that a general sewer system under the direction of a competent engineer
should be adopted to fit the needs of the entire city; 2nd. it should be completed as
fast as thg wants of the people and public health demanded; when built, sewers should
bf& “of sufficient size to permit flushing from suitable manholes: 3rd. to afford every
citizen an opportunity to drain his premises under suitable regulations by connecting

(1) Council Min. Mar, 27, 1890.
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with suitable manholes; 4th, they were willing to be taxed to provide their lots with
sufficient sewerage constructed in an economical manner, If taxation should reach
its constitutional limits, the authority of the Legislature should be invokedﬁ'to enable
the Corporation to borrow money for sewerage purposes; 5th. the opinion of the
meeting was that the proper way to reimburse the city for the necessary outlay was
to tax each proprietor desiring to connect with the sewer a reasonable sum for the
privilege, or in place of borrowing money, order the whole or part of the expense
met by special assessments on the lots benefited. 6th. If necessary, because the
present Charter was not adapted, to reorganize the city under provision of Chap.
326 of the Wisconsin statutes which provided a specific sewer plan, 7th. The
present plan of permits by Council for property owners to build their own sewers
was of doubtful legality. 8th. Consideration of public health peremptorily required
that discharge of sewerage into open ditches and ravines should be absolutely pro-
hibited until proper sewers were provided. 9th, That the authority of the city
authorities was directed especially to the condition of the Bailey Canal and the Main
St. (6th Ave.) sewer, the open ditches on W. Main St. (13th Ave.) and certain other
described ravines as particularly menacing to public health in view of the hot, humid
weather of the present season. 10th. The chairman was to appoint three citizens
interested in the present drainage, with power to call future meetings of citizens
for the purpose of forwarding the accomplishment of the desires of the present
meeting,

Unfortunately these Resolutions were not carried out in as ideal a manner as
they might indicate, but they did give the City Councils a certain amount of authority.

The city finally decided to pave 6th Ave. and ordered all underground work -
water, sewer, gas, etc. put in. A standard datum plane for the city was established
as well, The sewer contract was let to Jas., Markey of Milwaukee, the paving to
J. B. Smith and Company of Chicago. In March F. F, Foote was engaged as city
engineer to supervise the new sewer and paving work, This paving was completed
and accepted by the Council Dec. 6, 1892, the first paved street in Kenosha.

Paving and sewer work continued from that time, but usually in short stretches,
when property owners petitioned for, or consented to, the work. The bad panic and
money stringency of 1893 caused the postponement of improvements, but an ordinance
that year did provide for the hiring of a city engineer. Another Ordinance |(1892),
(siorqewhat earlier, had forbidden other than licenced drain layers to construct

rains,

Another step forward was the organization of a Board of Health in 1885, with
Mayor Farr, a physician, chairman and the Chief of Police the Public Health Officer.
This Board soon reported on the dangerous condition of Pike Creek, into which the
Tannery was dumping refuse. It recommended dredging at once. The Tannery
offered to dredge along its own property and to contribute $200 toward the remainder
of the work, for which the city appropriated $400. The open ditch east of the North-
western depot was ordered replaced by a two foot tile sewer (1926).

The pe?plexing question as to a way to proceed with the needed improvements
met a partial solution when the Council found a method of legally spreading special
assessments over a term of years, When paving plans were considered, the Mayor
urge.d th.at broader streets were necessary on account of the many bicycles then
coming into use. In the Spring of 1896 a scraper was ordered to begin work immedi-
ately so that streets might be usable by wheelmen.

In 1898, Dr. J. T. Cleary was appointed as Health officer wi
s : .C with a salary of $200.
per year, but without bids. Shortly before this, the physicians of the city i‘nd county
re-organized and planned to hold monthly meetings when matters of professional
1nt§rest would be discussed. One of their first activities was the appointment of a
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committee comprised of Doctors Cleary, George Ripley and Helen Harbert, it to
appear before the City Council and request a change in the method of selecting a
city physician and president of the Board of Health. They felt that the health officer

should be a regular practicing physician.

More stress was now laid upon health and sanitation. A pure milk ordinance
was adopted (1898), this required a license, provided for stable inspection and pro-
hibited open delivery, and the skimming and adulteration of milk, with 9% cream
the standard, It fixed a fine of $50. for violation. In addition, Dr. Cleary advised
better sanitation and garbage disposal. He also had the city water tested, then
boiling was advised because it showed contamination. In Nov. (1898) a Health
Ordinance recommended by him was passed.

When, the next year, the city again called for bids for a city physician, five
doctors representing the Medical Association appeared to protest.

By 1901 the problem of garbage disposal had increased. In June the Council
provided for a man and a place (near the city poor house on the Island) two days a
week. This man was to work in the parks the other days. Eichelmann Park was
then full of rubbish and garbage.

In 1909 the habit of receiving bids for the position of city physician still per=
sisted. But a system of medical inspection of the schools under the direction of a
regular physician and the Medical Association began in May, 1909, the doctors to
serve without pay. Dr. George Ripley with six aids, one for each school, checked
each pupil. Eacg doctor was to serve for one year. Frequent notices were given
that each child must provide a personal drinking cup. Toward the end of the year
the Mayor suggested a special health officer. The citizens again took a hand and
demanded better health measures for the city. The Council ordered garbage dump-
ing on Washington Island stopped.

The physicians of Racine and Kenosha Counties favored the building of a joint
tuberculosis sanatoria (1910). The crusade against T. B, began in earnest here
about 1908. Many stamps were sold in 1910,

Mrs. Mary D. Bradford, Superintendent of Schools, led the effort to have better
cooperation from parents in contagious disease cases. Many of them rebelled at
fumigation. The school buildings were put into better shape and the sanitary
conditions improved. Other health measures were crusades against flies and rul-
ings that all food stuffs displayed outside stores on sidewalks must be covered.

With the large influx of population, tenement houses sprang up and many were
overcrowded, Some were in very bad condition. Mayor Pfennig ordered these in-
vestigated by the Health Department,

_ In the meantime, the sewer situation worsened. The Sewer Committee held
n1ght1¥ sessions to wrestle with one of the hardest problems to come before the
Council. A complete reorganization of the system might be necessary, this would
cost about $100,000. City Engineer Robert Moth suggested many plans- one, the
use of JeromeuCreek as the main sewer, but a water hazard from storm water was
feared. The city attorney was kept busy with the legal points (1903). Prior to 1891
there was no sewer district, then a system was laid out. Its authors thought it
would be adequate for years, but they had failed to count on a rapid population growth
that a_lmost doubled in the ten years previous to 1903. Also, the Council had granted
permits for sewers outside the district and allowed others without protest. Now a
halt was necessary as the present system was becoming overtaxed and the city
might be liable for damages. New portions of the city were demanding service.
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The committee was authorized to hire a consulting engineer to aid the city
engineer if necessary. The work was not to be rushed as it was necessary to raise
money for this costly project. W. S. Shields, a consultant engineer and sanitary
expert from Chicago was employed. He recommended a main sewer and drainage
district much larger than planned for, with relief sewer and an intercepting or
trunk sewer. This would extend beyond the then city limits (1904) to provide for

future needs.

This led to much discussion. Sewer service was impossible for those }on the
south and west sides. It lost the city two large industrial plants that had considered
locating in Kenosha. Some members of the Council wanted to adopt part of the plan,
others all, finally with a vote of 12 to 4, the council adopted the plan, subject to a
special referendum held August 30, 1904. The referendum vote was against the

plan, 1052 to 478.

The only course left was to repeal the Ordinance accepting the plan. The ones
who had voted against it were the first to demand sewers. A new plan provided for
the Jenne (53rd) St., Garden (54th) St. sewers and others to dump into the river,

8341 feet at a cost of $11,837. and for another with an outlet into Jerome Creek at
Congress (10th) St., 6165 feet, this possibly to carry only storm water, to cost

about $6,325. Immediately there were many protests from those living near Jerome
Creek. Action was delayed when more protests and petitions with threats to take
the matter to the courts were heard. Hisses and cat calls enlivened the meetings,
while the "ghost of the trunk sewer persisted."

Finally an emergency plan was adopted (1905) that would permit the city to go
ahead with the work,=- to build an outlet from Main St. (6th) to the lake on Park St.
(57th), a job the Council thought too big for local contractors. They decided to
advertise this new sewer work in a way that would reach out of state contractors.

The river also posed a problem. It was dredged again by the Tannery §Company
on request of the Kenosha Board of Health. The next year the State Board of Health
o?dered the discontinuance of all sewers from the Tannery that emptied into the
river,

Finally, after John W. Alvord, a Chicago sewer expert was engaged to act as
consulting engineer on a new trunk sewer, a plan for all territory within the limits
of the city except Washington Island was drawn up and open for public inspection
(1909). His report recommended an 8 1/4 foot diameter drain from the Lake to
Pleasant St. (18th), a slightly smaller one west along the line of Jerome Creek;
the plan should drain 5000 acres, with a drainage ditch to Barnes Creek. Another
sewer south of Selma Ave, (75th) would be needed later on, but the entire system
should be revised. The outlet of a trunk sewer had been the great problem, this
was solved by a plan for a concrete bulkhead 30 or 40 feet from the end of the sewer,
An ordmaqce, to take effect in Nov, 1909, that prohibited outside water closets and
gave the city the authority to order the abandonment of present structures, was
passed. Then the need for sewerage became imperative.

It was impossible to proceed with any proposed work without a decided raise in
taxes. Alderman Marlatt proposed a bond issue - the city bonded indebtedness was
less than $3OQ,000. This time (1910) the referendum was not voted down and the
city could begin work. This was probably speeded up by citizens' protests over
sewerage in Jerome Creek and the threat to appeal to the State Board of Health.

This forced acceptance of the trunk sewer plan that the north side aldermen opposed.

As the plans were adopted, the only questions were: as to the right to close Jerome

?al;ege;ké::d k\:{hel'cc{helr an 8;/3 ttilg to 18th Ave. and six feet continuing west would be
ugh. Releases had to ‘

orge provgd to b oS e secured from adjoining property owners and that

- 66 -



Schools: When population much more than tripled in 20 years (6,532 in 1890 -
21,371 in 1910), school demands increased so fast that they could not be met. In
1891 the teaching staff was 19, an increase over former years. A new parochial
school building erected by the St. James Parish absorbed some of the growing
student body, but by 1893, the Board of Education could no longer defer making a
request for money with which to purchase a building site for an elementary school.
In one building the attendance in the 5th grade was 78, in the 7th grade, 81, with
one teacher each. In 1893, the Superintendent received an increase in salary, he
then received $400. a year., When that office became vacant the next year, E. L.
Grant a scholarly, university trained business man of the city was chosen for
superintendent. That,year the Board purchased land on 57th St., plans and estimates
were obtained by the commaittee on grounds and buildings, and those of J. C. Clancy
were accepted. The contract was let to John Belting. At the June, 1895 meeting
the Board decided to name this the Michael Frank School, On Dec. 26, 1894, Col.
Michael Frank, "Father of Wisconsin public education' had passed away at the age
of 90. A memorial service was held at the High School on June 281895, at which
J. V. Quarles, Col, John McMynn and Mrs. Mary D. Bradford were speakers. (1)

In June, 1893, Mr. and Mrs. O, L.. Trenery opened a business college soon to
be called the College of Commerce which probably absorbed a few of the older
students of the High School. For a time, this occupied the lower floor of the Court
House, and by 1895, crowded conditions in the public schools necessitated the rental
of a room in the Court House also, for pupils from the Central School.

Although speed was so necessary, there was delay when it developed that the
architect had not provided for a central heating plant and a side wall had to be torn
down. In the meantime, crowding was so acute that two grades occupied one room,
one attended in the forenoon, the other in the afternoon. The school opened Jan.

6, 1896, Eva Riley was the principal, Sara Adamson , Frankie Stewart and Isabelle
?cl)gdggv;ries the teachers. The cost was $9,720.64, or with furniture and fixtures,

In the Spring of 1896, the Superintendent advised that some provision be made
@'or the smaller children because of the crowded conditions. That Fall attendance
increased. In 1897 came another increase, and enlargement of the Frank School
was necessary. In the Spring of 1898, the Board of Education purchased a lot at
61st St. and 18th Ave. for another new school. A graded salary schedule was
adopted. And that Spring the North Side School was so crowded that it was necessary
to use the second story of the North Side engine house. (2)

In July, 1898, bids were opened for another new building, again the contract
went to John Belding, The Board decided to name this the Deming School in honor
of Father Reuben H. Deming, who for years labored long and faithfully with Col,
Frank and others to establish public schools. In January, 1899, as soon as they
were ready, two rooms were opened for the 6th and Tth grades from the Central
ggd j[dggand and 3rd from the Frank School. The formal dedication took place Jan.

;n Aug. 1897’& Mrs. Stron of Lake Forest addressed the Board of Education,
urging theuteach}ng o_f music in the schools. Its importance was recognized and,
after consideration, it was decided to try the experiment in September. The books

(1) Mr. Quarles later became U, S. Senator, Col. McM

. 8. 5 . ynn was State Supt. of
Schools and Mrs. Bradford, for whom the H. S. is named, was becoming widely
known as an outstanding educator.
(2) Kenosha Union Apr. 14, 1898 -~ Account of former pupils.
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were purchased from Ginn & Co., the Company sent a teacher one day each week
throughout the year. If this trial proved successful, it was agreed that a re.gular
teacher would be employed another year. It must have been satisfactory,- in June,
1898, Mrs. Mamie Muller was engaged to teach music and drawing. In 1899 the
High School students organized two literary societies, one the Castillian, the other
the Athenaeum, each with over 100 members.

In the Spring of 1899, the Board of Education voted to purchase property at the
corner of 43rd St. and Sheridan Road for a school site. C. A. Dickhaut drew plans,
and funds were requested from the City Council. The new school, named the Gillett
for Mr. Gillett, president of the Board of Education, was opened and dedlca@ed early
in March, 1900. The first teachers were Julia Portwine, Ella Toner and Miss
Adamson.

But again, in May, 1901, the Board was forced to secure a school room on the
second floor of the North side Engine House to relieve crowded conditions, and
reported in favor of erecting another north side school the following year. Included
with the report was a request for money. This new north side school was named
Weiskopf in honor of the late Dr. Anton Weiskopf, a pioneer resident who had
worked in the interest of education for 40 years. It was accepted in November,
1902 and formally opened early in 1903. The old frame building of years ago was
sold and moved to the northwest corner of Sheridan Road and 45th Street. Arith-
metic and spelling lessons were still on the blackboards as it was moved down the
street. (1)

South side children needed more school room, west side schools too, were
crowded. The children at the Deming were compelled to give up two play rooms
because they were needed for classrooms, and the children played in the halls and
corridors. No action was taken toward the purchase of more land.

The old Durkee School, where rest rooms were installed in 1895, was too small,
poorly arranged and ventilated. A new school would be necessary a little later, as
the old building must be abandoned because of its condition. In 1904 came a decision
to replace it by a larger building that would relieve the High School congestion by
making room for some grade students. T. Gaastra was the architect, the contrac-
tors were Peters & Steward of Janesville, The cost was $41,000,- higher than
anticipated, and more ground was necessary. That the Board kept good watch on
the work is indicated by the comment that John T. Yule ordered the work stopped
once because inferior brick was being used. The School was ready and accepted
by the Board in January, 1905, although fire escapes were yet to be built.

~ During this period the University School at 60th St. and 8th Ave., a private
institution, was a popular school for older boys of the city. For three years in
succession the graduates won annual University of Chicago scholarships granted
to candidates who passed examinations with the highest grades. This excellent
school closed in the Spring of 1909,

Kerfnper Hall struggled with a breakwater problem, thus must have been very
appreciative of a gift of $5,000 from Mr. Simmons toward a new gymnasium in
1901. The College of Commerce Building, later to become the School Administra-
tlon.bullding, was erected in the Spring of 1901, Small private schools still existed,
a M1§s Weeks kept one in 1892, Edna Farr another at her home in 1902, Herman
Martin, son of a pop manufacturer, had come to know many Italians. He used a
small store building for a school where he taught English to Italian boys for $1.00
a month. There was other educational work outside the public schools. The YMCA
night school for men opened with 52 in attendance in Oct. 1907. The Chicago Brass

(1) H. L. Hastings.
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Co. had night schools for its foreign employees. St. Casimir's Parish erected a
parochial school.

Changes were taking place in public school operation. In June, 1901, the Boarg
of Education voted to open the school grounds to children after 8:00 A. M. and during
the noon hour, but not after school was dismissed in the afternoon., Another let-down
of rules was the use of the corridors of the High School for a basket ball court., This

was a ""new fad" in 1902.

In 1904 the High School was placed on the accredited list of the North Central

Association of college and secondary schools. That Spring, many new teachers were
engaged for the system, and almost an entirely new list of principals. The Board
decided not to hire women principals in the future and they were barred that year.

A room was rented in the Tarbell building to provide the city superintendent
with an office. (1)

In the Fall of 1904 a proposed issue of school bonds met with considerable oppo-
sition from the Council. Some aldermen objected to the '"promiscuous building of
schools" possible under the charter. The Council preferred to borrow the money
and pay it off gradually., Some of the wealthy men of the town approved and would
make the loan. The Board was given the right to borrow $25,000. for expenses for
the remainder of the year, it to pay the interest.

That Fall schools were again so crowded that a 7th grade room was fitted up in
the auditorium of the High School. Pupils were transferred from the Weiskopf to
the Gillett school, which was not quite so crowded. And a fire drill was instituted
in the schools probably as a result of the Iroquois Theatre disaster in Chicago.

Superintendent Zimmer not only put in a new, improved bookkeeping system, he
recommended the use of the truancy laws to prevent so many boys from idling on
the streets. Shortly after, the police chief ordered that no boys of school age be
permitted to loaf about town. One small boy was taken to school from a bowling
alley by a police officer! A highly trained man who served briefly as a substitute
in the schools said he found earnest, competent and enthusiastic teachers who aimed
to make the schools the best in the State, the Board was enthusiastic, the Superin-
tendent efficient and the outlook favorable. Ahead of his time, this man advocated
the same pay for women as for men,

In the Spring of 1905, Thomas B. Jeffery, interested in having manual training
in the schools, notified the Board that a. gift of $1,000. was ready for purchase of
tools and materials if the work could be started within a month. It was planned to
use one of the basement rooms of the Durkee for the 5th to 8th grades of the school
for this purpose.

The Board of Education in its June, 1905, meeting recommended the purchase of
future sites for schools, and a number were considered. An addition to the High
School was also recommended, but by Sept. they discovered that the building was un-=
safe and repairs must be made at once. A little remodeling was done, but it did not
help the overcrowding very much.

That June it also decided to adopt a kindergarten system for the city, influenced
perhaps by the recently formed Kindergarten Association that used private kinder=-
gartens, also by the fact that, prior to this, some teachers had divided their time
between the primary and younger children in their rooms, where there were over
40% of the latter in some instances.

(1) This building stood at the rear of the First National Bank bldg.
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Once more, in 1907, money for a building was requested: In Dec., 1908? the
Council voted to issue $60,000 in school bonds for the erection of a 12 room school
in the 3rd Ward. This, begun in 1909, was named the Co}umbus School. It wa.s
completed in 1910 and opened to 600 pupils April 18th, with 12 teachers and the
principal, Marie Keating. The crowding was soO reduced that no teacher was to

have more than 50 pupils!

In Dec, 1909 desks were ordered for a Commercial Department to be adgied
to the High School. It opened in 1910 with 60 students but only one teacher= it had
been possible to secure the two desired, There were to be no 7tjn or 8th grades )
there to make room for this Department. The 8th Grades were in the D‘;‘rkﬁe» Bain,
Weiskopf and Columbus, with a kindergarten at the Columbus. The public night
school had seven times its former enrollment.

The Board gave attention to other duties than those of the de?ectign of bw_1}d1pgs
and hiring of teachers. In Jan., 1910, it investigated the conditions in all buildings
as to fresh air and temperature, and strict orders were gi\{en that these be proper-
ly maintained, It endeavored to further manual training, with a _class under Frank
Karnes' direction, Drawing was added in all schools and the science work improved,
but there was no room for Domestic Science at the High School. A room was re-=
quested for backward children.

In the Spring of 1910 Superintendent Zimmer resigned and Mrs. Mary D.
Bradford was elected to that position. The Fall of 1910 again brought crowded
schools. Basement rooms were necessary at the Durkee and Columbus schools,
Kindergartens were opened at the Bain and Weiskopf. The Board again asked for.
a bond issue for either a new school or an addition to one now in use. The Council
decided to borrow $10,000 again for school use.

With the coming of Mrs. Bradford, a steady program of publicity, education
and propaganda began, to enlist better public support and understanding of the city's
school program. The Board apparently soon recognized her value, as it voted to
offer her a three year contract to aid her in carrying out her plans for the good of
the schools. Not long after, the new High School Principal and Mrs. Bradford
rearranged the Course of Study so that it would offer subjects that would meet the
demands of all students better.

The Spanish American War: Nationally, relations between the United States and
Spain became more and more strained as the 1890's passed, which culminated
when the U. S. battleship Maine was sunk off the coast of Cuba. Headlines April
21st, 1898 announced: "WAR DECLARED." (1)

Locally, at 2:00 p. m. April 22, all factory whistles were blown, bells were
rung, guns were fired, and the life savers' cannon boomed to tell people that we
were at war. Flags were raised immediately, and there was great excitement.

A meeting was held at Simmons Hall April 23rd in response to the call of Col. Wm.
Strong for volunteers. The President's Proclamation was read and announcement
made that the meeting was called at the request of many citizens, William W.
Miller of the Sterling Bicycle Co. was introduced. He called on all patriots to form
in line and give in their names; 109 signed a paper declaring their readiness to
volunteer and tendering their service, agreeing to enlist if needed and to hold
themselves in readiness to respond to any call,

All others were requested to leave the hall and a company was organized. Col,
Farr, the chairman, suggested that the roll be closed to all intoxicated persons and
one name was stricken. William W. Miller was elected captain, Harry B. Thomas,

(1) Ultimatum that resulted in war was sent to Spain Apr. 20, 1898 final action
came April 25, 1898,
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1st Lieutenant, John Washbish, 2nd Lieutenant, Capt. Miller had had eight years
service in the National Guards, Lt, Thomas three years in the regular army and Lt.
Washbish had also been in the army. Later 24 others volunteered. April 25th a
letter from the Adj. General's office for Wisconsin expressed appreciation but
stated that the company would not be called until the existing Guard had been mobi-
lized and sent to the front. The Kenosha Volunteers were mustered into the National
Guard of Wisconsin as Company E in August 1898,

Men began to leave the city to join companies, other boys joined the U. S. Army.
The county gave the use of grounds for drilling and there were many flag raisings
in the city. Three Kenosha boys were on battleships, David Theleen on the Massa-
chusetts, Emil Monson on the New York and Jack Hill on the Texas. Later there
were others.,

In the ensuing months and years many were to give their lives. Edward New-
house died at Ponce, Porto Rico, There were other deaths at various places, and
much illness. Capt., Charles Symmonds did good work in Puero Principe, Cuba,
until malaria forced a transfer to the United States., Col. Wm, F, Farr accompanied
the Governor's staff to California to be present at the christening of the U, S. Battle-
ship Wisconsin in November, 1898,

Kenosha boys were still in the Philippines several years later. Robert Brown
came home in 1904 after six years of service there. He had lost an arm in battle
and later received a thigh wound. The bodies of Walter Tanck and John Orth were
returned to Kenosha and given a military funeral in 1901,

Library and Soldiers' Monument: The Kenosha public library did not come, full-

grown, as a gift from a benefactor, but was to some degree the natural culmination
of long-standing influences. As an early writer has said, the Kenosha pioneers were
people of education who brought their books with them. There were lyceums, de-
bating societies and cultural clubs through the years. The Woman's Club of the
1880's and 1890's was quite "high-brow'" with programs that required breadth of
reading and much research. And as we have seen, the Unitarian and other churches
had small libraries,

Thus it was not strange that, in the now rapidly growing city, agitation for a
public library began in 1895. A quoted plea made the point that "A public library
was necessary to remove the stigma of being illiterate," that people cannot read
w1tho_ut books. And "the sentiment of the citizens on the public library matter is
growing to an amazing extent. One would hardly realize the extent of that demand
without actually sounding it." (1) By November, 1895, the movement had gathered
momentum to the extent that a meeting was called for Nov. 14th at the Grant House
parlors. ] (2) Although the law permitted a one mill tax for such a purpose, that
would bring a sum sufficient to maintain a very good library, it was decided to form
a corporation of those interested,

The Articles of Incorporation were signed and properly filed. The name of the
new Corporation was the "Kenosha Public Library", its purpose the "establishment
and mamtenam':‘e of a lyceum, library and gymnasium", there was no capital stock.
Any person of "good repute" in the county might join by paying the annual dues of
$2.00 and signing the Constitution and By-laws. "No dividends or pecuniary profits
ever to be made or declared by the Corporation to its members" said one Article,
The lyceum and gymnasium were included as the Corporation might, at some time
want these activities, but they were not the first consideration, ’

(1) Ibid Nov. 11, 1895.
(2) The city's best hotel, corner of 58th St. and 6th Ave.
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The first meeting of the new Organization was held January 6, 1896, with about
30 present and 57 names on the voting membership. C.C. Brown, H, S. Va}iqlngen
and Mrs. E. N. Kimball were appointed to select the officers and board of qilrectors.
The following board was named: James Cavanagh, W. W, Strong, E. L. Grant, E. C.
Thiers, G. W. Johnson, Jos, Bendt, Z. G. Simmons, George Yule and John Q'Donnell.
The first officers elected were: Z. G. Simmons, president, George Yule, vice pres-
ident, G. W. Johnson, secretary, and Jos. Bendt, treasurer. A committee ¢om'posed
of G. W. Johnson, C. C. Brown and James Cavanagh was appointed to confer with
members of the Unitarian Church (1) in an effort to secure that building and library.
The purpose as outlined was to provide a free public library. The membership fee
gave a right to vote in its management, the money was to be used to buy books and
pay maintenance expense, Later the city council wopld pe asked for a refe}ir.endum
in a city election to make the library a free city institution under the State library
laws. In the meantime, the use of books was not restricted to members only.

The Unitarian Church refused to part with the property, but its excellent library
was given to the new Corporation. At first the library was located over the Redeker
& English store, 171 Main St., now a part of the 1st National Banl_{. Mr. Sllm'mons,
who owned the building, fixed the rent at $5.00 per month, including I?eat!. with a
year's lease, E. C. Thiers, Jos. Bendt and John O'Donnell were appointed ‘ﬁo arrange
for cleaning the room, installing shelves, procuring furniture, etc. Mrs. Clara P.
Barnes became librarian, the hours were from 12:30 to 9:00 p. m, each week day.

Gifts began to come = the first a check for $6.00, another for $1,000. both donor's
names to be kept secret! Jos. Bendt and L.M. Thiers donated large tables, F. H.
Lyman, a table and librarian's desk; E. H. Hollister, with his usual sense of humor,
gave a lease for 99 years for his chandeliers placed in the room. Mrs. Z. G. Simmons
gave an oak table, Mrs. Borkenhagen a rug; the Gas company, gas fittings; Pitts and
DeBerge gilded the chandeliers. Edward Bain sent a check for $1,000. Feb. 22 the
DAR gave a lecture, the proceeds, $50., were donated for the purchase of books on
American history. The room opened Feb. 3rd to receive books, the formal opening
was set for Feb. 22nd, but when Mrs. Barnes went to Milwaukee to study methods,
she came back "with mingled enthusiasm and despair' at the work involved, and the
opening was advanced to March 14, 1896,

Gifts of many books and magazines came, in addition new books were ordered,
thus by popular interest, the library grew. Circulation increased, 555 books went
out the first two weeks. Anna Hawley became assistant librarian. The December
circulation was 2,122 books.

In January, 1897, it was apparent that the city was not yet ready to take over the
library and that the 1896 method should be continued. George Yule gave $500 to
start a subscription list to raise operating funds, and E. R. Head donated the library
left by Michael Frank. By the close of 1898, George Yule had given $2,000. and
Edward Bain $1,500 toward library operation. The quarters were so overcrowded
that the Directors saw that the securing of a building would be imperative.

At the Directors' meeting in January, 1899, Z. G. Simmons offered to erect a
building in Central Park, to place the park in such condition that it would make a
beautiful setting, to install in the building a carefully selected library, and to present
it to the city with the provision that it be called the Gilbert M. Simmons Library in
memory of his deceased son; provided further that the city would levy a one mill
tax, in accordance with the Statutes, to be used for the support of the library. Prior
to this, the city had agreed to contribute $1,200 yearly, and it now heartily agreed
to accept Mr. Simmons' proposal. The library, without a book, cost over $150,000.
The interior of the central hall, of white Sienna marble brought directly from Italy,
cost over $50,000.

(1) Now the beautiful Boys' and Girls' Library.
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At the same time Mr. Simmons also gave the Soldiers monument in this park.
The contract was given to a local firm - the W. H. Morse Granite Co. The GAR
held a service when a copper box, the gift of C. A. Dewey, with various articles
therein was put in the base.

The monument dedication took place on May 30, 1900, As the day neared, the
town showed unaccustomed activity. Following a decision to have such a camp, the
Z. G. Simmons Sons of Veterans' Camp was formally mustered into service about
a month previously.

The Monday prior to the dedication, Mayor Gorman announced that the streets
would be swept, and put in first class condition., Individuals were urged to take an
interest in the cleanliness of the city and endeavor to have the alleys near their
homes cleaned up. The Jas. S. Barr Hook & Ladder Co. were at work arranging
for the unveiling of the monument. Three large banners were hung about it, to re=-
main until Tuesday.

The County Supervisor from Pleasant Prairie, S. B. Cropley, a Civil War
veteran, was selected to represent the County Board at the presentation of the
Soldier's Monument and to make the acceptance speech on behalf of the people of
Kenosha County.

The merchants of the city vied with each other in decorating their buildings. A
notable collection of relics were in the Dewey Hardware store window. A flag, then
the property of James Stebbins, that had been purchased in 1860 for the use of the
"Lincoln Wide Awakes' was brought out for use. At the outbreak of the war it was
turned over to the enlisting officers, and all enlisted men of the city marched under
it, This banner "Tattered and torn but full of memories' was carried on the 30th,
F. H. Lyman displayed his costly collection of war relics - old muskets used by the
forefathers of Kenosha citizens in the Revolution, the Mexican War and the then
recent Spanish American War. George Hale had a collection of tattered battle flags
carried in the Civil War- in one window those carried by Kenosha regiments; in
another, the old flag of the Park City Grays, and other relics. This latter flag had
been returned to Kenosha from Wm. McPherson's home in the East. He now pre-
sented it to Kenosha. (1)

The unveiling and dedication, with appropriate ceremony, was witnessed by an
immense throng,

The library was not opened to the public until July, 1900, The first Library
Board appointed comprised: Z. G. Simmons, George Yule, E, L, Grant, W. W.
Strong, E. C. Thiers, John O'Donnell, C. C. Brown, Jos. Bendt, James Cavanagh,
and the Superintendent of Schools, ex officio, An ordinance providing for the main-
tenance and support of the library was read at a council meeting March 19, 1900,

) M{'s. Clara Barnes continued as librarian, Cora Frantz became assistant
librarian in January, 1902, And in 1902 the placing of branch stations for school
use was considered and the experiment tried, the first was on the north side, where
about 300 books seem to have been placed. This move was probably a little too soon
(1903), as a comment indicated that there was little circulation in the west side
branch and the time was evidently not yet ripe for branch work., Otherwise, the
story of the library for the rest of the decade was one of ever increasing use and
circulation as more books were added from time to time.

Hospifsal: sAs the city grew and many came who had scanty or no facilities for care
when 1ll, it became more and more evident that a hospital was needed, In the

(1) See Lyman, F. H. History of Kenosha Co, page 222 ff.
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summer of 1898 a hospital was proposed, money was given, also an entertqinment,
to raise money toward the purchase of a house for this purpose. In 1899, several
doctors offered to give free service when needed. Mr. Simmons thought that a new
building was best and plans were drawn for him as he might build one. (1) But D
with a lull in interest and no definite decision as to a site, this plan did not materi-
alize. One factor was the lack of a society or organization to assist in the very
necessary future maintenance.

In 1903, the project was revived, and Mayor Pfennig suggestgd the orga;?lzatlon
of a society to further it, The death of a Harvard, Illinois, man in a doctor's
office here emphasized the need of an emergency hospital. The M:ayoratoqk offlclal
action and called a meeting at the YMCA on April 24, 1903, A general invitation
was given through the newspapers and the doctors took an active 1{1terest. The
meeting was enthusiastic. Att'y. James Cavanagh was chosen chairman, W, T.
Marlatt, secretary. No money was asked for, but a committee was to secure new
members. This committee consisted of Dr, E. J. Elton, Mrs. W. R, Cheever and
S. S. Simmons. The first to pledge aid was the Trades and Labor Council, who gave
one-fourth of the proceeds of a fair given by them - $126.62.

This Kenosha Hospital Association secured a charter immediately, the incorpo-
rators were: G. Windesheim, MD., John O'Donnell and Att'y, James Cavanag‘h.' A
Board of Directors was to be in control of the proposed hospital, The Ass_mmatlon
was soon organized for work, there were 200 signatures on the rneml?ershlp roll,
and others promised. A Board of Directors was selected by a committee: Dr. W.
Cheever, W. Purnell, P, Fisher, Sr., Mrs. O. S. Newell, and Mrs. James Cavanagh,
for three years; Chas. F. Cooper and Z. G. Simmons, two0 years; Johq O'Donnell,
one year, they to elect a president and secretary, draw up a constitution and bylaws
and appoint committees.

A suitable house was sought. The Tipton house, at 18th Ave. and 54th St., that
cost $27,000 was offered for $15,000 or less, together with a large lot. The Kupfer
house at 56th St. and 10th Ave. was decided upon but neighbors opposed. Next, the
Eichelmann property at 5th Ave. and 61st St. seemed the best choice, with a large
house, a small one, also a barn. The gifts of four people secured the hospital:
Mrs. Frances Bain Newell, $5,000., Mrs, Carrie Bain Hoyt, $3,000., George Yule,
$2,000., Mrs. Edward Bain, $1,000. Others gave $1,000, In Dec, Mrs. Hoyt gave
an additional $500. The Danish Societies, the Catholic Order of Foresters, the
Royal League, the Knights of Pythias and the Elks Lodge all gave.

The purchase was completed on August 14, 1903, and repairing and remodeling
rushed. The house was replastered and everything done to give perfect sewerage
and sanitation. The first floor was for offices and men patients, the second floor
for women. There were four wards, the small bedrooms were private rooms. It
was not to be a free hospital, The Directors fixed the rate at $6.00 a week in wards,
a small private room was $10., a large one $12.00, Miss Hall was the first super-
intendent. The Tannery sent the first patient. By Nov. 19, there had been two
operations, one birth and there were then six patients. The Kenosha Medical
Association appointed a hospital advisory committee: Drs. Wm. R. Cheever, G.
Windesheim and A, VanWestrienen. Soon that Association was discussing plans for
a new building.

After the tragic death of Pres. Chas. F. Cooper in the Iroquois Theatre fire,
Mrs.. O. S. Newell became president (1904). Familiar with Chicago hospital work,
she was exceedingly well qualified., That year, 1904, the hospital opened a training
school for nurses, but the number had to be limited to three or four. There were

(1) The Simmons Co. had an emergency hospital for injured men, the first in
Kenosha, Kenosha News, July 28, 1909,
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11 operations in August, by September it had had 29 patients. Five new beds were
added to the wards.

Gifts continued to come in 1904-5 from Mrs, Nathan Allen, Thomas B. Jeffery,
C. W. Allen, with additional sums from George Yule, Mrs. Hoyt, the Chicago Brass
and others, Thomas Hansen loaned the use of his finely equipped ambulance, The
Medical Associdtion gave a modern oxygen outfit, But although patients and opera-
tions increased, the hospital was not self supporting.

Miss Hall resigned in Feb. 1906 and Mrs, Helen Armstrong became Superintend-
ent. Four nurses were then employed. That Spring a regularly incorporated nurses
training school, giving a three year course, and diplomas, was started. At least a
dozen nurses were badly needed (1906). Money and gifts continued to come, espe-
cially at Christmas. Miss Maloney was the next superintendent.

It was soon found that this building was far too small, with only five private
rooms and overcrowded wards. The first thought had been that the hospital would
be for the poorer residents only, but now everyone was using it. A gift of George
Yule in 1909 of $5,000 was on hand for use in building. The Medical Association
appointed a committee from its membership to work for a new building, A meeting
of the Hospital Association considered plans for the erection of a building. It was
realized that the wealthy citizens and the manufacturers would have to bear most
of the load, but all were invited to contribute so that the entire city would feel an
interest in the project.

In the summer of 1909 bids were received, but the contract was not let, as there
was not sufficient money on hand or in sight. Then, in November it was announced
that the hospital could be built as the fund had grown to $50,000. This was contrib-
uted by George Yule, Mrs. Hoyt, Thos. B. Jeffery, Simmons Mfg. Co., C. W, Allen,
Nathan Allen and the N. R. Allen Sons Co. Other gifts were expected, but work was
delay;:d as $27,000 additional was needed. That month Mrs, Moore became super-
intendent.

In June, 1909 there were two graduates from the Nurses Training School. The
physicians wished to provide a more formal organization of the training school
along the lines of leading colleges.

Early in 1910 the Kenosha Hospital Association incorporated, with a capital of
$100,000. The incorporators were: Z. G. Simmons, Thomas B. Jeffery and Mrs.
Nellie Cavanagh. That Spring, ground was broken for the new building. Thomas
B. Jeffery, Mrs. J. Hoyt and George Yule had given $10,000 each, Nathan and
Charles Allen $5,000 each, Mrs. Julia Durkee $1,000, the Simmons Co, $25,000,
C. Booker for the Chicago Brass Co. $5,000,, F. L. Wells, B. F. Windsor, F. H.
Hannahs and the Frost Co. each $400. The old building was an additional asset.
By August the building was nearing completion. People were asked for contribu-
tions to apply toward furniture, linens, dishes, etc. In Sept. a gift of $20,000 was
announced also many other gifts. E. S. Newell sent a check for $3,000 and Moyca
Newell an endowment of $10,000 (1). The building was completed March 1911,

Relief or Welfare: When the panic of 1893 brought much suffering and continued
'r}ee:d, a group met in Judge VanWyk's office to form a society for relief purposes
without regard to color or nationality, this to be known as the Associated Charities
of the City of Kenosha." (2) The officers were: O, M. Pettit, president, John C.
Slater, secretary, C. C, Brown, treasurer; the executive committee: Samuel

(1) Son and daughter of Fred S. and Frances Bain Newell, grandchildren of
Edward Bain. '

(2) Dec. 26, 1893. See Union Dec. 28, 1893,
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Reynolds, Fred C. Stemm, George Yule and Jos., Bendt. A subscription list was
started and people were asked to contribute, the articles were to be left at the city
hall (1894). This work continued until some time in 1895, both money and clothing
were required. Tramps were still housed in the jail="about ten each night, jthese
were a better class of men than those of former years, indicative that theirs was
a more or less forced wandering through lack of employment.

Permanent relief cases evidently were rather poorly cared for, as the State
Board of Control named the local poor house one of the worst in the state and a
fire trap. Thereupon, in 1899, the pauper committee asked the council to make an
appropriation for a new poor house. Nothing was done immediately, but in 1902 the
Council decided to purchase a poor farm outside the city limits, in Somers. The
details of this purchase of the Henschen farm were finally completed in Feb. 1903,
and by March it was ready, with everything plain, neat and clean, with room for
about ten people. The office of poormaster was done away with, all matters were
to be handled by the chairman of the pauper committee,

When the committee notified the paupers that they must either occupy the city
institutions or be struck from the rolls, the number on the rent roll decreased
from 20 to 2 (1897). They seemed to live without any difficulty and it was felt that
Kenosha was so busy that most cases were unnecessary. By the Fall of the follow-
ing year, the city poor farm was found to be self sustaining,

For years about 60 children from Chicago were brought to Kenosha for the
benefit of a few weeks' life on the lake shore. The camp was located south of the
Kemper Hall grounds at about 69th Street. The Sisters of St. Mary put up a tempo-
rary home for these children. Gifts of food and transportation were made by
Kenosha people.

In the Fall of 1910, when she found children unable to attend school because of
hunger, and that others were compelled to work to help buy food, Mrs. Bradford
started a movement to unite the charity organizations of the city. During the pre-
ceeding years, a number of private, club, and church organizations had carried on
some charitable work, and it was largely these that she hoped to see combined to
avoid duplication and imposition.,

Politics and Reforms: Men took politics very seriously. Too frequently personal
or civic interests were sacrificed to "What was good for the party." To the credit
of voters, at times the best man won in elections and party was placed second. In
the main, the Mayors were successful businessmen, but the smoothness and effi-
ciency of the council meetings seemed to depend greatly upon the personality of the
mayoylf-? or was it whether or not he was acceptable to certain members of the
counci

This was a period of change. New people poured in, not only native born, but
many from overseas, who were brought here for cheap labor. Many of the latter
were of different race and background from that of Kenosha's population heretofore.
Thgy differed in education - if any=, in speech and custom. Too frequently our
citizens' attitude was one of avoidance and dislike. But as we have seen, efforts
were made to train these newcomers for citizenship.

As time went on, politically, this influence became more evident., There were
some who were ready to exploit this foreign vote for their own ambitions. Since
men could then vote after they had received their first papers (1902), they were
urgec}- and helped- to do so. The report was that some were told that they should
vote in every Ward., Unfortunately, at times, it was decided not to have a registra-
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tion of voters as a means of saving several hundred dollars. (1) The poll lists be=
came badly padded and voting was corrupt. The new voters were more or less help-
less until they became more familiar with their new country and its language, and
could do little other than follow the instructiors given them, - too frequently by the
wrong people for the good of the city.

Laxness in law enforcement had become general, officials permitted violations
of the State laws, particularly in allowing saloons to sell to minors and to remain
open at prohibited times. Gambling and slot machines were prevalent. Eventually
a Citizens' League was formed, with the purpose of compelling saloon keepers to
observe the state laws. Soon after, an attempt by slot machine men to bribe Dist.
Att'y. A, E, Buckmaster resulted in the arrest of the briber. But after awhile the
machines were back, and again ordered out by District attorney Baker.

In 1902, Charles H. Pfennig, then a young man, was elected Mayor, followed by
an almost entire change in the appointive offices in the city. For the first time in
15 years, the town was dry on Sunday night after 8:00 p. m. on order of the chief of
police. New rules went into effect for saloons, wine rooms and gambling dens, and
were enforced. Minors, many of whom had been drunk, were protected. Most of the
saloon keepers were well pleased with the new order. The supervisor of assessments
was instructed to have assessments made at full value, even if it meant extra help.

An effort was made to have a curfew law because so many small boys roamed
the streets. The city council ordered a curfew ordinance prepared, but it was
killed when it came to a vote.

QTemperance had become more and more an issue all over the country. The
Anti-saloon League was at work in Kenosha and sought to have the license question
submitted to voters in 1905,

In 1906 a Civic Federation was formed, the ihcorporators were: H. H. Maddock,
Frank Symmonds, J. H. Karnes, Dr. J. L. Cleary: the trustees: A. E. Buckmaster,
Jf)hn T. Yule, Frank Symmonds, J. H. Karnes, Charles H. Goodman, Dr. Cleary was
vice epresident, H. H. Maddock, secretary, T. T. Parker, treasurer, Christian Heide,
president. It announced that it was in favor of a campaign of education through which
people would be instructed in the laws and would urge a better enforcement, Soon
some arrests were made on complaint of this organization.

~In 1909 it engaged in a new fight on gambling. And some of its members or
friends were suggesting a change to a commission form of government for the city.
About the close of 1909 this organization was involved in a case that met the opposi-
tion of the mayor. This endeavored to force a revocation of license of a saloen be-
cause of selling liquor to a minor. This brought about an agreement among the
saloon men not to plead guilty in such a case lest their licenses be revoked.

Early in January, 1909 the city council appointed a committee whose duty was
to draft a building ordinance, which was more and more necessary as the city grew.
The committee consisted of D. J, Harff, F. F. Foulke, Fred Larsen, H. J. Clark,
John Priddis and C. H, Goodman. In Feb., 1910 this committee presented such a
?ode to the council- 90 pages of closely written matter, this provided for a building
inspector. No decided action was taken on it.

By the end of the decade, a mayor, elected partly at least, through the influence
of t}}e new voters, heg.ded the city. This man was of a different personality, or
business, and viewpoint, from most of his predecessors. Apparently he was impul-

(1) Another saving was the discontinuance of the publication of Council Minutes in
any paper. '
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sive, argumentativeand givento flights of oratory, which had the effect of disturbing
rather than controlling the council. The latter was divided, part somew.ha}t lsympa-
thetic with the mayor's stands, the others, who had the suppor:t of the C1V1C‘Fed§era-
tion and its friends, decidedly opposed. The result was a series of stormy, at times
almost ludicrous meetings, where hard words were spoken and personalities indulged
in, to the detriment of the transaction of the city's business.

Unions and Labor: Through the years some effort was made to form labor organ-
izations, but most of these, unchartered or loosely connected with l.arger groups
did not prove lasting. One of the early groups was the Order of Union Mechanics,
No. 12, who voted to name their group after Col. Michael Frank in 1895. But work=
ing conditions were leading to a dissatisfaction that made the time ripe for further
organization.

Men were working 14 hours a day for $1.40 as the depression continued in 1894,
But hours for store clerks were improving: they closed at 7:00 p. m. except on
Monday and Saturday during the summer. Strikes and labor troubles occurlx:ed dur=
ing the summer of 1895, The Chicago Mattress Makers Union sent a commiittee of
three to investigate a strike at the Perrin Co. factory. Other strikes, usually of
short duration, took place at the Chicago Brass, the Simmons Mfg. Co., the Allen
Tannery and the Kenosha Novelty Co.

The first charter to an organized labor group in Kenosha was issued on Nowv, 21,
1895, when metal workers formed the Metal Polishers & Buffers Union #45. This
charter from the Polishers' International Union marked the real beginning of the
labor movement here, The printers or typographical Tradesmen, Local #116, were
issued a charter June 8, 1896, which bears the name of two women, Kittie Ward and
Maggie Burns, also that of Dwight House, who had been a Union man f-or a}lmost 18
years prior to the issuance of this charter. Among the earlier organizations was:
The Bicycle Workers' Union Local No. 1 that filed articles of incorporation in May,
1896. '

In January, 1897, a small group of musicians conversing in a rehearsal room on
57th St. decided that the musicians of the city should organize. They were chartered
as Local #59 on Jan. 22, 1897, In those days the Windsor Band, the Stemm Bros.
Band, the Jacoby Band and Local #59 Band were active in providing a high type of
concert music,

The Carpenters' & Joiners' Local #161 was organized through the influence of
of the Metal Polishers’ Union. David Shosted, one of the first to join, later held
nearly every office. The iniation fee, at first $1.00 was lowered to 50¢. This was
very successful. It was then raised to $2.00 and Dec. 1, 1899 to $5.00. In April,
1899, the wage scale was 25¢ an hour for a 9 hr. day. Feb, 1, 1902, it rose to 30¢
an hour, with time and one half for overtime; in 1903, it was 35¢ with an eight hour
day. It has continued to rise. This Union affiliated with the Wisconsin State Feder-
ation of Labor April 15, 1898. It has had very few strikes, the one real struggle
was with the Tannery in 1908-9, when many men were idle for a long time,

The Machinists' Union is one of the oldest, chartered as #34 on June 8, 1897,
For a long time the Simmons Co. was the only one to recognize it, now it has members
in almost every shop, The Lathers' Local No. 225 was also organized in 1897,

A Teamsters Union was organized early in 1898 and through their efforts, a
resolution was adopted by the city council to employ only Union teamsters. They
apparently organized a new Union in 1905,

When paid $7.00 per week instead of by piecework, the girls at the Hosiery
struck. They were replaced and lost their jobs. A Malsters & Brewers Union was
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here in 1898. A Brass Mill Labor Union filed articles of incorporation with the
Secretary of State in Oct. 1896; T. P, Hansen, Walter H. Blood and M. J. Brady
were the incorporators.

In 1898 the Masons & Bricklayers Union requested that only Union labor be used
on city contracts, this was granted. When work on the Soldiers'! Monument in Library
Park began with non union labor, an objection was raised, The Union wanted Con-
tractor Morse to have the base of the monument laid by Union labor and he agreed
to use only such labor thereafter.

A charter for the Barbers Local #37 was issued in 1916, but it received its first
charter in 1904. In the days when individual mugs and brushes were used, with tea
kettles for heating water, hours were long and pay low. A shave cost 10¢, a haircut
25¢; the hours were from 7:00 a. m. to 9:00 p. m. except on Friday, when the shop
closed at 11:00 p. m. and on Saturday, when closing time was after the last customer
left, Life began to improve after the Union was chartered. Wages were then $10.00
a week. On April 23, 1907, a new agreement made the Wednesday closing hour 8:00
p. m.; Saturday, 11:00 p, m. February 25, 1908, wages were raised to $12.00 with
50% commission on individual business over $18.00.

The Painters' Union was organized in 1898, but charter #934 is dated March 30,
1904. The men received 28¢ an hour then. The charter for cigar makers, Union
#30, bears date of October 20, 1904, but that organization first received its charter
in 1898,

Mrs. Emma Lamphere endeavored to organize a retail clerks® Union here early
in 1902, She apparently had some success, for in July, 1902, a demand was made for
shorter hours. A milk dealers union was formed at the creamery in 1902, The price
of milk was raised to 6¢ a quart, as milk was scarce. This was also to protect the
mém.kigrs from the "dead beats of the city", and was evidently more on the order of
a Guild.

Other unions were those of the bakers, dock wallopers, tanners or leather work-
ers, and bartenders. April 25, 1902, the American Federation of Labor chartered
the newly organized Trades & Labor Council, Those that made applications were:
Metal Polishers & Buffers, Carpenters & Joiners, Machinists, Musicians, Retail
Clerks and Cigar Makers.

The demand for cheaper labor brought many emigrants to the city. Probably as
a resglt of this, the Unions began to lose their hold, and for some years only a few
rex;na;ned strong. When the Typographic Union #116 asked that all county and city
printing bear a Union label in November, 1903, it was refused. In October, 1907,
the Badger Brass Company declared for an open shop, and a strike followed. A few
months later, the Master Builders' Association also declared for an open shop
followed by a strike. In the latter strike, a Board of Arbitration consisting of M. J.
Bode, T. J. Dale, Jas. Gorman, Wm. Barden and M. J. Isermann, awarded a raise
in pay that was accepted by both organizations,

Lights and Electric lines: By August, 1891, about 60 electric lights had been install-

ed by the Western Electric Co, of Chicago and an "electric ball'" was held. But the
Police Committee of the Council was ordered to purchase lanterns for the policemen,
S0 many corners still must have been dark. And almost immediately, a boy was
arrested for tampering with those new lights! About this time Peter Rhode, Sr.
ere;cted a new opera house, and the old gas lights were discarded for electricity.
This undoubtedly happened in many buildings,

By 1897, tjne local electric light company had enlarged enough to take care of demands.
In the Spring of 1900, the Kenosha Gas & Electric Light and Heating Plant consolidated
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under the name of the Kenosha Gas & Electric Light Co. and filed Articles of Incor-
poration, the incorporators were F. W. Bowen, Mrs. Emily Kimball and Att'y.
James Cavanagh; it was practically a Kenosha Corporation as most of the stock
was owned here. An Ordinance in 1899 permitted the W, H. Schott Co, to construct,
maintain and operate a system of heating works to supply the city and its inhabit-
ants with heat for a term of 50 years. The way was opened for a future lawsuit
when the city accepted new lights under a contract with the Kenosha Electric Rail-
way Co. instead of the Kenosha Gas & Electric Light Co.

But soon the city became involved in a veritable maze of transactions, ordi-
nances and franchises with light and railway companies until it is difficult to tell
just what was accepted or in force. Injunctions, charges of, and suits for, bribery
that involved both contractors and some officials followed.

Finally the electric railway from Milwaukee through Racine (MRK) reached the
North City Limits at the end of Milwaukee Ave. (7th). It brought a band and a small
cannon from Racine, also the congressman and the postmaster. The cannon was
fired several times along the way. But passengers had to use busses and hacks or
walk to reach downtown Kenosha. Soon cars began to run every hour. The fare to
?acine was 20¢, less for a round trip. Buses carried passengers to the car stop

or 5¢.

In the early 1900's, the Chicago & Milwaukee Electric Line was also endeavor-
ing to obtain a franchise in the city, but trouble developed with John Beggs of the
MRK line. The former opened its line for traffic from Chicago Nov, 30, 1905. It
planned to complete the line north the next year, although condemnation proceedings
were necessary through the Jeffrey property. The city officials still struggled with
a local street car problem. In addition to the legal tangles, it was found necessary
to build a new bridge over the river at 6th Ave, before cars could cross. While
the old bridge was down and construction going on, a ferry was used to conduct
passengers across the river, Finally, after delays, the bridge was done, and in
order to get transportation started, the Kenosha Gas & Electric Co. gave permission
for the installation of the dynamo at its plant. Some factories had also offered this.
But before the first car ran on the streets, the power house of the Gas & Electric
Co. burned. The use of the cars was deferred, while all the lights of the city were
Co.mpletely off. People were requested to place lamps in the windows to aid pedes-
trians. The first car finally ran Sunday, Feb. 1, 1903. Willis Russell was super=
intendent of street car service. Mayor Charles H. Pfennig paid the first fare and
was among the first passengers.

All of the line was not yet complete and trouble dragged on. In July the Council
threatened to oust the railway if it did not adhere to the conditions of the Franchise.
The first cars were evidently the open ones then used for summer traffic. Three
sec.ond-hand cars were ordered for winter use, as it was impossible to get new ones
until some were built the next year. The cars came from Coney Island and Brooklyn,
and gave quite a metropolitan air to the city until they were repainted!

The Corppany asked for a franchise extension but the Council tried to force
better service before granting this. The complaints were that no schedule was kept
and no t.ransfer.s granted. A fight developed over the transfer question, the Company
was defiant until the Mayor, Mr. Gorman, stopped all cars and they were left stand-
ing on the; Square pending the use of transfers. This was soon compromised.
Finally, in November, 1905, the last rail of the street car line was laid, the end of
a ten year fight, but difficulties of past years were not all settled and kept reappear-
ing because of what was known as a "boodle franchise,"

) .Considerable effort was required to bring about the installation of underground
wiring. In March 1910, an Ordinance passed that required much of this to be done
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within a period of ten years in the down town section,

Churches: The churches grew with the influx of population and some soon had
building programs under way. The Immanuel or German Methodist congregation
rebuilt at another~ the present site; the. church was dedicated in Nov. 1890. The
Baptist Church also erected a new building, and held its services in the court house
while the work progressed. Its corner stone was laid October 21, 1890, the
dedication was Oct. 4, 1890, its cost $11,205.50. George Yule, of the Bain Wagon
Co. subscribed heavily toward this.

Both of these faced new projects in 1901, An addition was needed by the
Immanuel Church. The new Baptist church burned, although firemen fought brave-
ly. Will Schend and Henry Isermann faced the flames on the roof until their ladders
caught fire. (1) The Congregation began to rebuild at once. It was dedicated free
from debt in Feb. 1903 through gifts from Mrs. George Yule.

St. Matthews Episcopal Church, after many years of work, as money came to
meet the cost, at last completed the present building and in 1890 purchased the A.
Farr house at the corner of 7th Ave. and 59th Place for a Rectory, the barn was
remodeled for a temporary Guild Hall. The latter was dismantled and the new one
begun in October, 1901, the dedication was the following April.

Early in 1891 the Salvation Army held street services for a time, unfortunately,
these had to face disturbances and ridicule, The YMCA re-located at the corner
of 59th St. and 6th Ave. where it owned a frame house and lot. Plans were drawn
with a hope of building later on. The organization was active in the meantime.

The German Lutheran Church was ready for rededication in May 1897. Peter
Jacobs gave the Polish Catholic Church two lots on Division St. (Washington Road)
on which to build., The corner stone for St. Casimirs Catholic Church was laid
in 1902, and the church opened with much ceremony in April, 1903.

The Swedish Lutheran Church on 3rd and Pearl Street was dedicated Nov., 1898.
To enable it to be dedicated free from debt, Mr. Simmons gave $500 plus half of
its remaining debt. The corner stone of the Norwegian-Danish Church at Bond and
Pomeroy Streets was laid July 1, 1899 and the church dedicated Oct. 29th. In July,
1903, ground was broken for the Grace Lutheran Church on 60th St. The Friedens
or German Lutheran Church rebuilt, and the church was dedicated Sunday Dec. 19,
1909. They had also erected a school building. In the Spring of 1910, the Slovak
Lutherans organized as the St, John's Congregation and purchased the old Howe
home on 38th St. for use as a church.

A contract was let for the St. George Hall in May, 1899, In 1902 an addition
was made to the St. James convent. The corner stone of the Holy Rosary (now Mt.
Carmel) church was laid in Nov,, 1905, and the church dedicated in August, 1906,
In 1909 the Lithuanian Catholic group held their first church service in the old
Germgn Lutheran building, which they had purchased, The St, Thomas parish was
organized late in 1909, with Father Malone as pastor,

The Swedish Baptist congregation purchased a site and dedicated a chapel in
1904_1. In 1909 the church building at 63rd St. and 24th Ave. was erected, and
dedlcate'd Oct. 2, 1910. The building of the Holland Christian Reformed Church
was de@lca‘ged June, 1905, And that year Z. G. Simmons gave $15,000 toward a
new Unitarian Church in memory of Rev. H, M. Simmons, a former pastor. (2)

(1) Telegraph Courier Nov, 21, 1901,
(2) These men were not relatives, just good friends.
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The Park Avenue Methodist Church outgrew its building and erected a new brick
structure at the corner of 60th St. and 7th Ave, in 1906,

The Salvation Army formed a regular congregation here in 1905, and opened a
reading room for homeless men. In 1903 the Jewish people of the city formed a
congregation, and planned to build a synagogue. The Bahaai group was formed in
the summer of 1901, when Muza Assed Ullah held successful meetings in Kenosha.

Parks: Eichelmann Park (1), so called in honor of Ben Eichelmann who gave part
of the land, suffered from the bombardments of the Lake, and 70 cords of stone

were advertised for use for the breakwater protection (2).

The will of Edward Bain, deceased, gave the land in Block 10, adjoining 63rd
St. and 10th Ave. to the city for a park. This was accepted but by the Fall of 1900
it was largely grown to weeds. For some years the Bain family cared for its up-
keep but in the Spring of 1906 this was turned over to the city. And in 1905, 50
residents petitioned to have Eichelmann Park cared for and improved.

In Feb. 1909, Orla M. Calkins offered to erect a bronze statue of Abraham
Lincoln, to cost about $6,000 in Library Park. Needless to say, this was accepted
by the Council. All plans were made for the unveiling of this fine statue by C. H.
Niehaus of N, Y., which were to include a big celebration, when Mr. Calkins sudden-
ly died. The statue was unveiled with simple ceremonies as the body of the donor
was carried past on the way to the Cemetery.

In 1910, the Council began to discuss the purchase of Bonds® Woods (now Lincoln
Park) for park purposes. (3) The Woman's Club members joined in an effort to
bring this to pass. They wished it to be used as a playground as well, A playground
movement had started some years before. The first effort was the leasing of the
Orphan Asylum grounds (now Columbus Park) to the YMCA for an athletic field
and playground in 1902, It was open to all every day except Sundays (4). The lessors
were: Mrs, A, H, Lance, Mrs, O. S. Newell and Elizabeth Fisk. It had been a gift
of Newton Fisk, Sr. for an orphan asylum site but was never used. The Trustees
later asked for a court ruling as to its use, for it could be of benefit to children
as a play place (5). The Board of Education also urged that it be converted into a
public playground.

Many residents wanted to have a good park system and the Spring of 1905 saw
f.;he organization and incorporation of the Kenosha Park Association. Through the
1nfluen.ce ,Of this group, perhaps, an ordinance for the establishment of a Park
Commission was presented to the Council in August, 1908, Mayor Sholey was
oppose;gc, thus its passage was delayed until it could be considered by a five man
committee,

In 1999 money for playground support was raised by a tagday, and Columbus
Park again was used for that purpose. That same year, a free public bath house
was opened on Washington (Simmons) Island. This was under the leadership of
Charles T. Jeffrey, and most of the money was raised by private subscription.

Hundreds of children attended the opening of this bathhouse in 1910. Rev. E. T.
Farrill of the Congregational and Rev, Florence Buck of the Unitarian churches
and Mayor Scholey spoke. The members of the life saving crew kept watch, A
collection was taken to defray expenses and plans made for a street carnival later

(1) Council Min, Oct. 24, 1898,
(2) Ibid Nov. 28, 1898

(3) Tel. Courier July 7, 1910.
(4) Ibid June 6, 1902

(3) Ibid Sept. 29, 1904,
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to raise funds (1). A few days later, a council committee drew up rules for bathing
costumes. Men's costumes must reach to the shoulder, women over 16 were to
wear hose., This simply conformed to the customs and ideas of that period.

The playround movement continued, and another tag day held in the Fall of 1909,
Prominent women and girls of the city took part, with the men loaning the use of
automobiles. By the summer of 1910, the Playground Association had arranged for
playgrounds in various parts of the city. (1)

Public Buildings, etc.

The City Hall: As we have seen, the Central Fire Station combined its real purpose

with that of a city hall (of sorts), at least the council meetings were held there for
several years, But with a paid instead of a volunteer Fire Department, some other
arrangement became necessary. The firemen and equipment would require most

of the building., It was also an unsatisfactory arrangement because there was no
vault for valuable papers and no proper offices. The Mayor, Mr. Schqley, suggested
that the old County Building, (now the Police Garage) be rented until finances were
better, as it was li<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>