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Schedule for the Stuay of Local History of Wisconsin gural
Towns- Prepared by Joseph Schsfier(Publishec by tune state
Historical Society of wis consin 1926)

Instructions

1. Use any good bond paper, size 85 x 11,
2. Write on one sice of the pasper only.
3. Leave a margin of tw 1nches at tne k ft.
L. Number the answers to correspond with the cuestions,
5. At the top of the first page, place the following,
filling in the blanks:
3cheaule for tne Town of
County of
Filed by
Aadress

6. The answers shoula be typewrltten, or executed witn
ink in a legible hana., Especial care shaxld be taken
that all proper names ana aates admit of no misreading
by one unfamiliar with tnem (a,o,u,n,w,i,e,T,F,L,5,1,
7,9 are a:zt to be troublesome).

7. Do not fola or roll the sheets. Send tnem in flat.

U, Mail report and essay to the buperintendent,uptéte
iis torlcal Soclety, Madison, wisconsin, oefore march 1,1926,

PART ONB

I. ETUCATIONAL OONLETIONS

1, Name and give date of establiscment of your own school.

¢. 1f recorcs are comple te from cate of estsblisnment, give
names of first boara or school wmmittes.

3. Name, locate (in township, sectlon, and quarter-section
and date the beginning of any older school in jour town.

L+ Glve names of first board, if records sucply them.
-L. Name the years coverea by the records of your school.
6. Are tnese records ke pt in a fireproof nlace?

7. Neme, and give dates of service, & the three ‘best
teachers™ gfursschool nad prior to 1920.

8, Give similiar information about six other notable teaciiers
of your town.

Westam Kenosha Cty. Hist. Soc.
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TOWN STULIES-WESTEEN KENOSHA COUNTY

Scheoule for tnne Studay of Local History of
wisconsin Rural Towns,
-Josepn Scnafer(1926)

Stucy for salem Township QD
-0live M. nope T
stuay for Paris Township
-Qveda Crane - 2:5
Study for wneatland Townsnip
-Georgiana Hoffman
Stuay for bristol Township
-bleanor Jones
Study for Randall Township

-Stella A. Karcher

Letter from schafer to ressearchers,
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9.

10,

13,

1.

15.

16,

17.

1d,
19.
£0.

2l

If any of the nine teachers named became ulstinguishec
afterwercs, state who and how,.

Describe your school-nouse and grounds: one or two
stories, dimensions, number of rooms, materisl used

in construction, date of erection, neating system;

number of acres in grounds, area of playground, number

of trees, their size or sppooximate age and the principal
kinds.

Name any schools in your town wnich have better bulldings

or grouncs, anc¢ state in wnat sney excel,

Name any activities which make jour school a soclal
center, sucn as lectures, rural cluv meetings, public
bealth clinics, recrestional assemplles, pagents, sciool
exhlbitions to wil ch tue public is invited.

Name other scmools of your town whico serve as soclal
centers to the same or & greater extent,

Do all clesses of tne people use thelr recreational
opportunieits? If not, stete wnat classes co not
ana give reasons,

Neme, with aoproximate date of foundation of each,
any schools in your town whicn sre not cublic schools.

how are tney supportec?

State what effect, good or bad, they have upon the
public school,

Name the most notec teachers they have hesu,
N-me tne .Jour best oupils in your school at tnks time,

In your finisning cless, how meny Isrm boys e€xvect
to be farmers?

How man; wo not?

Name thie nigner schools your graduates are planniag Lo
enter.,

proportion of your nupils are irom nomes naving
aries of 1u0 booxks or more?

Neme the farmer families in your town wed have nad
larger librefries. (The information can easily be
obtained for you by the otner teachers tarough tieir pupils,y

Neme the weekly and monthly magazines wnich are the
most commeon visitors to the farm homes of your town,
(The local postmaster can give you the information.)



b. Name those who finisned in your sdhool six years sago
that are now on farms.

27+ Name those who finishea in your school s8lx years ago
that are now in some eity, with occupation of eacn,

II. DRIFT TO THE CITY

28, Neme farmers who, in the past five years, have sold
farmms 1n your town anc removea to tre city, giuing
present occupetion, If trney o 1d 1n oraer to retire
from active life, indicate tnhe fact by writing after
re name tae word "retirea.t

29, Name the persons w o baw ght tnese farms, witn tihe place
or country from wiich eacn came. (The otner teachers
of thhe town, enlisted by telephoneor otherwlse, can
readily ascertain tne nemes ana nativities of new
fanilies in their aistrd cts by obtaining reports from
pupils., They cen also ebtd n the names of the families
tha t sold out.)

30. Obtain fram the old residents of the town, names and
occupations of famers who between 1wu(0 ana 1920 wold
thelr farms eand removea to tre city,

31. From the same sai rces obtdin the names and nativities
of those who bougnt tae farms sold.

32T, THE WESTWARD MOVEMENT

32, From old settlers ouvtaln nanes anc cestinations
(post ofil ce acdresses if possible; if not, stste and
county;j of those from your town wno, between 188U anda
1900, sold out and went west, indiceting in each case,
if opossible, tae type of farm sold {large or small,
fertile or infertile, wed 1 crafned or swaupyj.

33. Obtain addresses of persons wio can five informetion
sbout the cvrosperity of tne e emigrants who went to
varticukar localities,

3. Loc ate, if oos sible, coll ctions of ¥ tters, diaries,
etc., sent back by such emigrants after they lelt your
town, and ascertain if sudr m terial o uld be secured
for the State nistoricd Socilety. CG¥ e adoresses o
persons having cim rge of them.

35. If possible, find omevery aged persd ns wao can tell
about earlier emigrants fmm your town who may have
gone to lMinnesota, to Iowa, Nebrasua, or hansas during
the 18501s,1860%s, o 1870's; give namegse far as
you can vrocure them.



IV, IMMIGRANTS

36. Obtain the name s ana nativities of those wuc bought
tne farms sdlc by emigrating families, also learn
winetler or not they were recent arrivals in tne UB.

If Americans, incaicate their native states, or at
least ths section of tue cainiry from wich trey came,

37. Are those farmers more prosperous tian tielir prececessors?
If they are, how is the fact explainea?

38, Wnat differences in church rel atiors sre ﬁﬁﬁre oetween
these newer famillies and thosw who left the town?

39, Are there abandoned churches in the town? If so, are
tie y due to disbanded aongregations? If so, was the
disbandment due to the cnange of pooulation just notea?
If not, what was tne cause?

40. Wnat are today the leadlng churcnes in yar town, or
to what churdhes ao tine people of yopr town belong,
and what proportion to sach?

RART TwO

Following trne outilne below, prepare am essay of 3000
to 6000 words on the following subject: The social
Bistory of tihe Town of _sColinty of .

S— SO ———

CUTLIKE

1. Tue early settlement. wnere the settlers came I[mom;
thelr chsragcter, materisl resources, religlous and edu-
cational baterests; cate at whicn the town mmy be
regarded as having been "settled". (Obtsin your facts:as
far as possible from ola men ancd wmen-not from the
the cornty history , wonicn we alreacy have- and limit
your discussion to 20 words.)

2. The town's keaders during the early period. Bame
tinose wno 1ed 1n politics, thiose who were mosSt prominent
in religious and educatlonal mtters, those who were
considerea the best farmers, stock breeders, ete. 4Also
any who are notec merely as being remarkable personalities
or as having had remarkable experiences., (Let your
information be new, and limit thks section to 500 worksl)

3, Later leaders, and prominent or original characters
cow T The pRéseh® Time. (Limit this sectlon To 1UU0 words.)




.IL!'.

Tw ning-points in the town's nistory. (a) Agricultural
when tneéland became cleared in thne w 0Gec Lowns ips;
{b) wnen wheat growing fsgilea in the pralrie townsanlips;
(¢} when Gair,ing by tne cooperative metnoa, or by
sale of milk to the cities, took tihe plk ce of earlier
me thods of farming; (¢) changes in the mode of life of

farm Wlemilies which sccompanied changes in farming methods,.

(About 500 words. )

Imigration ana immigration.Relation to changes in
agricultursl methods. The lure of new prairie wheat
lands reached by new railroads, Badger colonies in
the western states. Tne farm rs who held on, tine
kinds of farms they ta d, readjustments mace, Tuoe
new families, who they were, whence tley came, hLow
they have farec, what they have done for the town.
(About 1000 words, )

Fresent conditions and prospscts. Generd prosperity
of farmers evidenced by the homes: modern conveniences,
flowing water, ligneéing systems, etc. Accemsibility

to nigh schools. To churches, Coun’ty and neighborhood
parks. =nlghways connecting witn villages snd clties,
Rurual conocitlons mouifled by easy contaet witn city
life. The farm nome of tommorow.
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THI SOCIAL HISTORY O THE TOWH OF SALLM.
COUNTY OF KENOSHA. OJMM/“ //92&,

/.  Thoe eavrliest sottlers of Salém were almoat without
~ an excoptlon from the eastern states, princlpally
New York, Vermont, and Comnecticut, and of Iinglish
doscent. Coming woest as they did ompty-handed, to

an unsettlod reglon,with no friends, no hoapltality
to welcome them, they were, indeed, undaunted plonecers
seeling a place in which to bulld a home and rear a
family. Practically all of what 1a now the northermn
part of the town of Salem was Included 1n a grant of
land made to lloratio Train, John Dodge, and the Bullens S
by President John Tyler in 1838 and 1839. The southern ?t/“ﬁ’izj
part was granted in the same year to Lewls Hatch and ?;?:Qﬂ,~
A. W. Benham. This was resold for an average of $1.25 cet
' per acre. In most cases husband and wife worked together

.« to bulld their first log house. Only the barest necess=

© 1ties of clothing and equipment were brought from the
former home. One family, coming directly from Scotland,
brought chests of table and bed linen, and clothing
o enough to last for scme time; also, a few books and
2\ dishes. One of the earliest churches was a Primitive
»W*\Methodist near what is now BrassBall corners. Many of
\ ‘the first settlers of Noxth Salem were Splrituallists
and held regular meetings in the old Brass Ball Inn.
- To this day, an opening througilthe "spirits" were

~. - said to enter, remains in a door of the old inn. All
.- reminiscences are replete with spiritualistic lore.

~ . A Congregational church was erected at Wilmot , one
" at Liberty Corners about 1850, and a Union Church at

Salen in 1874. In 187¢, the Methodists wilthdrew and ,
" erected the present edifice. The first school to which

puplls had accesgss was one conducted by a Mrs. Duel at

her home in the northern part of the town in 1845, B
» It was a one room log structure and each child carried
- with him his rush-bottomed chair. Mrs. Yaw taughta =~ . . -
simller school near the present village of Trevor. In
1858 a "select" school was otrened by Mr. and Mrs. '
Bosworth in the church at Liberty Corners. It was
co-educational but was soon discontinued.Wilmot had a
private school in 1880, taught by William Griffith.
<. Ploneers say the town was settled in the early 40's. Sl
2. As a political leader, Alexander Balley was promi-
.- nent.He came to Salem in 1856and proved a valuable
member of a growing community. During the summer he
tllled his acres, and in the winterwas a schoolmagter.
©" Thomas Moran, a prominent judge of Chicago, was one of-

. hig pupils at the Barnard School.Mr. Bailey held many

local posltiona of trust, and also served as a member
;~ + of the State. Legislature. D&. Franeig Paddoc¢k, who St
. came from New York in 1838, bought land around Paddock's "'::
. Lake, - 500 acreg. The Paddock farms, which are now S s
i~ owned and operated by his grandsons, are well-known e

- in agricultural circles. Besides his profession, Dr. = - -
- Paddockwas a leader in local affairs, and was elected =~ .
" to the tate\iegislature.QIn;1854 Bradley Stocker, - = i, .

. > .
o o
o B C : RN
. ; c ‘ )
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alem, 2.

who lived in Brighton, purchased land in 3alem, later
retiring to the villagc. Ho was a guccessful buslineas
man and became an extensive land ownor. Abraham and
Newcomb Crowley came from New York via the Trie Canal
"at an early day. They were good farmers and successful
 financially. Abraham bought land bordering Croass Lake,
. . and 1t 1s now owned and operated by his son and a grand-
son. 11 Bloss came in 18G0.By day labor at fifty conts
per day, he saved enough to make a payment on a 120-
acre farm. He was prominent in social and political
affairs and a leading stock=-breeder. Charles Curtiss
came from New York in 1844, and purchased land near
Trevor .His sound business methods enabled him to add to
this until a 400 acre farm is now owned by descend- .
ants. Lemuel Booth came from New York in 1840, purchased
government land and lald the foundation of one of
Salem's finest farms, passing this on to his sons.

James Turnock came from England in 1846, and purchased . -
~a 150 acre farm which is still owned by his son, James. -
e " He went to California in 1850, butgeturned six years
Jo0 s U later. Samuel Ripley, who came from .the East in 1855,

‘7. . wag interested in fast horses as well as farming. He
and his wiféwere ardent church workers. .James Minnis
v came from Scotland in 1849 and went to California.
- His family arrived one year later, and on his return,
», located on a farm at Brass Ball., This farm 1s still
.. owned by descendants. The Chris. Browne family is i

o remembered as leading in social and educational affairs. - .
.= They were workers in church and Sunday School and all
. © were fine musicians. Edward and Thomas Healey were

- respectively teacher and lawyer. The latter was sheriff
.. in 1866. Thomas Stockwell came from New York in ($37 o
-~ and purchased 400 acres of land . The original hommstead : °

o 1s still in the famlly, being owned and operated by .- .
.~ a grandson. The Stockwellsare good farmers and stock=-

\ breeders, and advocates of higher education. Theron
-~ Hollister came at an early date from Connecticut and

served the ploneers as a Methodist preacher. Among i
other early leaders were;Henry Brown from New York,in . =
1836;Elias Woodworth and Jotham Bassett in 1842;

Andrew Foster, New York in 1841; Peter VanAlstine, ”.- ;//'
© New York, 1836;the VanWie family, New YorRin the 4o'Sp. . 77

- D. C. Burgess from New York in 1837. He lodated at Tl
Brass Ball, his farm being one of our best, and now
in the hands of the third generation. A. D. Cornwell
came from the East at an early date and was prominent
as an agriculturist. All these pioneers were the
ancestors of this town's present day leaders.

f”vﬁ;a{ * Prominent among later leaders was Walker M.
© . Curtis. He was an extensive land owner, held many .
- local offices of trust, and served as a member of the . . -
. State Legislature. A co-worker of his was Ward Blosg. - .. . ‘-
<o He owned a fine farm near Liberty Corners and specials= .
70,7 1lzed 1in stock-raising. He had been one of the town's -

i oo . : R Lo 4 -
. 1 i o Y ST v N S ~.%e ey
| - )
o .
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Asuccessful teachers and his education fitted him for

the church and sdcial leadcr he became. Of a differont

“fype was Matthias Loeachor. He came from Germany vhen.

but a boy, learned the hatter's trade Iln Now Jersey,
later coming to Chicapgo. Seeing the commerclal rogs-

. ibilities of the rural districts, he and his brother,

Charles, conducted a store at Brass Ball in the early
50's. When the Chicago and North Western allway was

‘built in 1856, a village grew up at 3alem station,

and at this place Matt Loescher built up his home and
heritage. He was a Civil War veteran and served as
postmaster many years. The office is mow filled by his

 ”.gaughter, Jogsie. George S. Huntoon of Salem ls known

throughout the county, having spent practlically all

his 1life on one of the finest farms at Brass Ball.

At an early day, he bought 90 acres of land on Paddockfs
Leke for $35. per acre. In 1925, he sold 89 acres of :
it for $100,000. He has capably filled many positions

A*. of trust.F. F. Smith was one of the well-ecducated and

prominent farmers of the town. He was dependable in:

e business positions and is remembered for his thrifty

and frugal hablts. Matt Reiter is a farmer and success~ . -

ful business man and has served several years on the
town board. Thomas Fleming, a son of Patrick and Nellle
Fleming, who were early comers to the Irigh settlement
on Silver Lake, has been an inmfluential member of town
and county boards. The estate owns numerous valuable
pileces of property.Dr. Wm. Fletcher of Salem 1is a
leading practitioner not alone in his own village,

but in the entire county. He specializes In electric
and X-ray practice and is prominent in community work.
Walter Carey of Wilmot owns and operates the flour

and feed mill, was the organlzer and is the presildent .
of the Carey Electric Light and Milling Co., and an )
extensive land owner. Louls Hegeman, Wilmot, 1s pro-
prietor of a hotel which was opened by his father in

- 1868. Mr. Hegeman received a business education in

Milwaukee, supplementing it by a course at Valparaiso

. Normal.He has acquired a comfortable competence and hasis?f“»
~an advocate of better education. Co. Supt. R. 3. o ‘

Ihilenfeldt has contributed much to the educational
welfare of our town. For four years he was principal

o of the Union Free High School at Wllmot and all his

pupils count him a friend. He labored untiringly for
the erection of a gymnasium, and for the promotion of
the West Kenosha Co..fair. Wm. Griffith and John J.

Jedele has been a faithful leader of the Lutheran

~congregation of Wilmot for a number of years., George .. -

>i  Higgins of the same village is taking a prominent
o part in law enforcement. Mrsi. Elizabeth Phillips, a -
“u5f%wi§ow pgst“eighty-six; owns and manages a large farm ‘-

[Se

ﬁ; Kerwin were popular County Superintendents. Rev. S. A;Q_,j!"

- R : - . AR , ¢ | .
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' relatives, had been exiled and lived in privation on

' University of Chicago and 1s a student in a literal

= have hundreds of books by English and French masters.
bi.him from England by parcel post, postage and duty charges =~
- Was unable to pay 1t but asked th e postmaster to hold B

. amusement companies to serve as an attraction but he . - .. ;

~0

at Camp Lake and 1s active in community and church worke :
Joseph Dalton, who was a promlnent teacher a fcw years :
ago, ls a prospcrous merchant of Sllver Lake. He hns

sorved in many positiéions of trust, including county

assessor of Incomes. R. T. Bufton 1s the Silver Lake

hardware dealer and a leader in church, social, and

business circles of that village. Eric Hansen as cash-

ier of the Silver Lake State Bank, takes advantage of

his many oprortunities to serve the community in

social, religious, and educational affalirs. Descendants

of the George Stockwell, Rufus Smith, McVicar, Paddock,

Hartnell, Cull, and Evans families of Salem; Patrick, .
Tubeno, Mutz, and Sheen families of Trevor; the McDougall, -
Gauger, Faulkner, Kruckman, Owen, and Nett famllies of ‘
Wilmot; the Schennings, Wicks, Dixons, and Schmallfeldts

of Silver Lake; the Turnocks, Gaggins, Stewarts, Robblnsg,

and Browng of Liberty Cornersj;and the Beimers, Orvises,

Bruels, and Yaws of Camp Lake are the town's rerre-

sentative people.’ About forty-seven years ago, there

came to Salem a Joseph Hartnell, who, with friends and

the island of Anticosti for years. By dint of labor
and economy, Mr. Hartnell was able to send means for
others to come, until our village had a colony of what

" was known as Islanders. It included the Clark, Hartnell,

and Gregory families. None of the original colonists

could read or write. They reared large families, many

of whom are now honored and respected citizens.lr. and

lMrs. Joseph Hartnell, Jr. are the only ones of these

original colonists now residing in this village.

The most ecdqentric character of the community is a , ?
John Shutterly who lives with his two sisters ir poverty :
near this village.Some twenty years ago they came here ;
from Ghicago, Mr. Shutterly stating that he wished to

organize a music class. On account of familyg eccentricitles,

no pupils appeared. However, 1t is a fact that the woulde -

be master is well qualified. He has tutored in the -

sense. Though lacking the bare necessitles of life, they
A short time ago a package of second-hand books came for fu g : N

collect. Though the amount was less than $2. 00, he

them until he could procure the amount, as they were
rare corles and he might never again be able to secure

them. They persistently refuse aid and allow no one to o :
enter thelr home. A most unusual character was David . . . . i
MeGuire of Silver Lake, whose welight was 785 pounds. =~ - = ..
At one time he was a farmer. He had many offers from

o N
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' IO
invariably refused,“foaring he would not bo well=fed,"
Ten pallbearers were required at hils burial.

The first settlers were home=-gseekers in a
true sense. Coming from the East and landing at South-
port(Kenosha) or Milwaukee, many of these men tramped
through the country until they found suitable home
sites.They found enough ppen patches to fill thelir nceds

" of tillable soil, for thelr agricultural implements
were few and crude. A fer found abandoned cabins, and

in those they .dwelt until a more sultable house could

_be erectcd. Many of lhem, having beon reared on llagtern

. farmg, were not slow to rccognize the possibllitles of
this virgin soil. A flour mill was built on Fowler's

- Pond in the northern part of the town, and another at

~Wilmot in the southwestern part on the Fox River.
Little wheat patches sprang up around every cabin and
at these two mills flour was made for home use.During
the 1850's enough land had been cleared and implements

. improvised, that the settlers availed themselves of

the wheat markets which had grown up at Southport and
at Milwaukee. Trangportation was made by oxen or horses,
the Milwaukee triyp requiring nearly a week. Lumber and

o provisions were taken in exchange.Much of the travel

was over the old Plank Road, which followed the town
line across the north-east, passed through Brass Ball,
thence through the valley south-west to Silver Lake.

There were four toll-gates between Kenosha and the western -

terminal, the last being near Silver Lake.During the =«
1860's the wheat crop was abundant. Such crops pro-

~ duced in a comparatively primitive way, required abund=-

ant man power, and the Civil War had called many farm-

“ers to the front. Besides, little stock had been raised

and the soil was being robbed by enormous ylelds.

From the close of the war on to the 1870's, many farms
changed hands,.Some war widows were obliged to give up
their homes; other farms changed hands because of lack

*" of help. Young men were going West. The chinch bug had
" destroyed wheat crops until the farmer no longer felt
- financially able to risk his labor on wheat. During the

"70's and 80's there was a period of stock-raising. ;

..~ Butter was made in the home, one aged lady stating she ‘];  :
- had the care of one hundred pans of milk daily.Butter '

gsold ag low as twelve cents per pound; eggs at eight
cents per dozen.Some trouble arose about the erection
of fences, pasture land having always been common,

One farmer who finished his rail fence Saturday night .
‘after days and days of labor, found 1t leveled to the
ground Sunday morning.With the advent of the late 80's
and the 90's, the lake shore cities had assumed such
proportions that this sectlon was needed as their source .
of milk supply.Cheese and butter factories sprang up,

" and Chicago became the leading merket. Invention had made ' - -

farming easier, and instead of producing cropsfor the
market, the agriculturist produced crops to feed his -
- dairy herd.In ploneer days winter was a time of leisure, -
R B TR T S S 0
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Salem, 6.

3\\' : . but dairying made winter as busy a time as the summer.

Y B Dairying brought a prosperity farmers had never before

known, and with it came fine farm bulldings that are

now monuments to the prosperilty of the beglinning of the
twentieth century.

This survey reveals that immigration has been
a greater factor in the development of the town than
" has emmigration.It 1s rapidly becoming a residential
district; many who left during the 70's and 80's return-
ed . Dairying has been our banner industry. At one time,
the conditions accompanying farming were such ag to
“ ninder intellectual advancement. There was no time for
study, there were no funds for expensive recreation.
Stories of the possibilities of this fertile section,
~ - dotted by its placid lakes, traveled from these settlers
o their friends in the East. Travel was becoming easler
Those who blazed the trall came via the.Erile and lake
" poute, or in covered wagons. As soon as railroads were
 built, there was an additional influx.Eastern farm lands
- were impoverlshed, and there was that ever-fasd&@nating
" eall to the young to go West. One strong call from our
town was during the gold rush to California$yiall who éb;rtij"
.+ survived returned to this place. Few pevmanené@adger Bty
. were established in western states. One was at, or near
.. Riceville, Iowa, where about a dozen Salem people still
“live. Most of these were not farmers who sold their lands, -
but young men who went west to begin farming.lomes were .
.. founded and they remained. Among the Iowa colony we find -
T William Minnls, Benjamin Judd, ¥rancis Paddock, William .
"Davengport, John McNulty, William Hartnell, John and James .
- Murphy, and Frank Cornwell.In the Nebraslks colony,were . = .. °
. Lincoln Cull, Charles Cull, Seymour Smith, Fred Van¥le, .
.+ .. and Robert Runyard. Monroe Wicks went to Minnesota in ‘
‘" the 70's but returned twelve years later. Oren Wicks
- also returned from Nebraska.William and Frank lfunson
. went to Florida.Much of the Salem land is low and level
with poor dralnage. The farmers who held on were these
. who foresaw the commercial advantages of geogfaphical
location, and were progressive enough to brave the dig=~
. couragement of the failure of the wheat crop, through .
.. the stock-raising period, to the time of greatest prosper-
- 1ty, which ended about 1920, while dairy prices were B
.- highest.These men tiled their low lands and tilled every
-+ avallable acre.Being In the glaciated region, many farmsg .
- afforded lmmense mounds of gravel of a first-class quallty.
. One of the largest developments of this industry has ' Pe
. been made by the American Sand and Gravel Co., operating
o plts at Wilmot and Silver Lake. As times grew better,
. and as factories grew up in Xenosha, the young men and ,
- maldens were no longer content to work on the farmg, & & =
" Wives and daughters found more lucrative employment RIS
._than farm work.Educationk led them to look for mental <« .
-‘instead of manual labor.The early owners retired, ' . ..
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leasing ov solling thelr land.The in-coming btenants
were, almost without oxception, Germans, whose wivca
and daughtors worked side by aido with the men. Some
of these Germans had come from the Fatherland a [ow
yveara previously and worked in iillwaukeo or Chilcago
for a time. They became [irst, farm laborera, then
tenants, and now, comprise the majority of land owners.
These new comers who arrived between 1890 and 1920,
wrought manv changes.They ave noted for thelr indus-
trious and thrifty habits; they came with little or
none of this world's goods.One such immisrant wished to .
buy land, but lacked funds.Ten of his Germ%n friends
each loaned him $100.00 that he might pay $1000,00
down.It 1s needless to mention that he has made good
and has reared g large family. leligiously, the-major-
« 1ty of these people are Lutherans.A few adhere “to the
- German Methodigt falith, and a very small pewe cent are
Roman Catholics.This partially accounts for the three
abandoned Congregational churches, Methodist and Con-
gregational being obliged to unite to keep up an English
~Protestant church in such commmunities. Our Germans are
Germans and wish to remain so. They display a commend=-
= able,commnity splrit among themselves, but form a
.- classgooclally § separate and distinct from the English
_people.Though their HMother Country had laid down rigld
.0 rules regarding school attendance, they apprarently
. breathed the breath of Freedom in America.It has been - .
s, with reluctance and upon advice from the truant officer . - -
© . that German children complied with the Wisconsin )
- compulsory school law. The majority of these children
+- leave school at the completion of eighth grade. During
- the last five years, their attitude toward education
-+ has changed for the better, though but yesterday an
5 - old-type German lady, on geeing an elghteen year old R
- American boy come home from business college exclaimed,
"Ach, a man. -He should vork." Thise people are living
examples of thrift and economy that we might well
follow; examples of fellowship that the dignified
% Inglish have long since forgotten, if in fact such
'~ were ever known. If the two types can but bridge the
gulf and unite forces, what & sturdy, intellectual .. ..
element we shall pour into the life blood of Wisconsine

6 During the years when the town of 3alem wasg
» included in what is known as the inner milk district
.+ of Chicapgo, farmers enjoyed high prices for dairy A
- products, a prosperity which is still evidenced by the ..
- large and well-equipped barns which the traveler gsees
~on every hand.With the advent of. the tank car, which o
~ is in principle an immense thermos bottle, mounted on a ..
. truck, an outer milk district has been established o
with the result that milk can be shipred to the city ,
- Within a two hundred mile radius and be delivered more -
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rromptly and in better condition than was posalble
during the days when the "milk train''was the sole
means of milk transportation.Few of the farmg arve
large enough to produce sufficient fecd and pasture
for the large dairy herdsg ard wit? the last yoars
© drop in milk prilce, the former dalryman has no cholce, -
he must begin diversified farming.A large prorortion
-of the rural district homes are electrlc lighted.
The farm wife onjoys her vacuum cleaner, hor olectric
" washer, and iron, and John's T. B. tested cows content-
cdly munch their silage by electric light while the
same power milks them.Some farms have private lighting
rlants, but the majority obtain thelr powonb from a
central plant at Wilmot.Scarcely a house-wlfe depends
on the old time wood-fed range in summer, kerosene and
gasoline having supplanted it. Comparatively few have
.+ installed a flowing water system. Vhere such is found
7. power is furnished by an electric motor. liore than half
St th e rural dwellings are furnace heated, as are many
. of the schoolhouses. Jhe county gravel plt is within
this town, thus faciii;tating hard surfacing of roads.
There are nineteen miles of patrolled gravel road,
-+ and eleven miles of concrete. In the western part of
. the town, is a Union Free High school offering a four
- year accredited course, which is also listed as a
""" Federal Agricultural school. Excellent courses are /
-+ provided in Home Economics and Farm Carpentry.A concrete
i highway leads to Antioch, Ill. three miles distant,
~.v7 - where 1s located another excellent agricultural high
© 7 gchool, which admits Wiscongin students at nominal

. fee. Kenosha's new $1,250,000.00 high schoolwhich opened
Vv in FPebruary, 1926, also receives 1ts quota of Salen ,

i atudents.The Kenosha College of Commerce, the Racine~-
Kenosha County ural Normal at Union Grove, the Congdon e
School of Music and Lxpression at Kenosha, an agricultural ™ -

schoolat Rochester, and our gproximity to VWhitewater B
and Milwaukee State Normals, combine to give our boys
and girls the hest of educational advantages, an
opportunity which is not heing ignored.This town, in
which are situated five villages, cares for the spirit-
ual welfare of 1ts people through six churches whose

.. congregations are live, working bodies. There are two -
~w. Methodigt, two Community, one Lutheran, and one Catholice, -

« All these churches with the exveption of the last v

- mentloned are truly community centers where the people

- meet for social as well as devotional hours.Our town

has been blest by Nature with natural park sites, but

i+ the public has been slow to purchase and develop them., .

. "In an early day an entire block in the village of Wilmot ..
. was donated by A. W. Benham as a public park.It now RETI

.-serves as the site of a geven room school building and '~ -

“
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a large gymnasium, and with its vonerable oaks, ia a
fitting monument to a public spirired pilonocer. On tho
shore of Paddocks Lake, on Statc Highway 50, 13 a freq
tourist camp. Located only fifteen miles west of Kenosha
on a North Shore bus line, and offering an ideal picnic
ground with excellent drinking water, abundant shade,
swimning, rowing, camging, and fishing, it is not sur-
prising that this spothas a continuous stream of vlisitors
. during the summer season.@iven in winter it 1s not desert-
ed; there 1s skating, tobdogganing, and coasting. All
this is the property of the 0ld Settlers' Club of
Kenosha County. At a recent meetling of the county
board, a committoe was appolnted to investigate the
L county park problem. Public sentiment is strongly in
7. 0. favor of the "back-to-Nature' recreation idea.The
Codtoy 7 pural community furnishes homes for two clasgses of
SR people , those who are employed in the city and find
4. the country:s a more economical place in which to llve,
" and those who seek to produce the cilty's food supply.
Truck=-farming, poultry farming, and dalry products
for summer resorters and for the growing city of -
S Kenosha, has made the rural home a very different one
' from that of a decade ago.The farmers's sons and daughters - .
v arige early, but not to till the fertile acres, or -~ -~ '
.. to milk 01d Brindle, but that they may "check in "
“ when the seven o'clock whistles blow at the Simmons RN :
' Factory, the Nash Plant, or the Allen A..Addressing DR LA
“the N. E. A, recently in convention in Washington, B AT
Frank Lowden, former governor of Illinois, made this
'\ statement: "If the cityward trek of the rural youth
" continues as rapldly as it has in the past five years,
the next generation will witness a farm population :
.00 largely composed of the physically and mentally unfite":
v This is alarmingly true of this section. Farm boys -
~5+ and girls are not choosing an education that fits
. them especially for rural life, but for the cilty with
- 1ts shorter hours and assured pay. The country home
is up~-to-date with its R. F. D. , its teleghone, and
its radio; but its occupants are wage earners in the
- city who appreciate the low rentin the country. With
the zoning system which is being worked out co=oper- L
atively by lake shore cities from Milwaukee to Chicago, i .
-1t is evident that iIn the near future Salem farm _
homes will be suburban homes. Each year adds to the
number of those who dwell in the country but work in
" the city. Concrete highways lead to Kenosha and thence
" to all lake shore cities.Many drive their own cars to
* the e¢ity dally, others take advantage of the C, & N. W, 0
trains, and still others the four daily North Shore o
. busses. Owing to the short hour jobs in near-by factorles,
-1t is well nigh impossible to employ farm hands, It - . ' :
.~ 1s only those incapable of holding a factory job that-
will consider farm labor. Wives and daughters who
formerly helped with the milking and other. chores,
.or in the hay-field in a pinch, no longer do so. The
‘house-wife often tends: poultry and garden and has = -

DN : - X
.
:
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. _ ' )

- regular cusgtomers for her produce in the city. The
. recont T. B. testing of the dairy herds is turning

many from dairying to diversified farming. All lake

- property is being bought by development companles,

subdivided,and sold for summer homes.
: . '~\\ . . ’ . f o

L
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11. The village of Wilmot has an entire block, beauti-
fully shaded by stately osks; plneg,and maples. While
its schoolbullding is a seven room one, it 1s not
modern, having last been remodeled in 1879. It excels
other schools in the town in 1ts gymnasium, a 48 by 96
feet structure, with stage, balcony, moving plcture
" machine, and a bagement equipped for manual training.
This building was made possible by funds and donationa
- from the towns of Wheatland, Randall, and Salem. It
1s owned jointly by the Un'on ““ree High School and
the Graded School districts. The school house 1s
owned by the local district and rented to the high school,

12.0ur school house is located one-half mile out of

the village and is noy a convenient place for commnity
- gatherings. The school has a Parent=Teacher Assoclation, - ,
.- and excellent programs and socials are given at the
" village hall,

- 13.Mound Center, Brags Ball, Libérty Corners, Trevo®
(meetings held at community hall), Wilmot(gymnasium),
and Silver Lake. '

14.In the Salem district, all Catholic children, six
in number, and one Lutheran family of three, attend
parochial schools in the city of Kenosha. Thelr parents
do not join in our social activities. Several of the
German families, though their children are in the

local school, do not attend popular lectures, socisls,
or lyceum numbers, preferring their own card parties
and dances, which are attended by their German friends
almost exclusively. They do not enjoy a formal progrem.

15.A German Lutheran school is held at Wilmot from
September until Easter. I am unable to give date of -
its organization. ‘ o

. 16. It is supported by the Lutheran Church, L

. 17.It has proven disastrous to some puplils who were
~...-unable to keep up both public schoolwork and that
. . at the German school, which is held from 4P, M. to A
:+ 6 P. Mo They were not allowsd by the teacher to drop - .
L Geﬁmag school, so falled thelr grades in the public '
- 8CNOO0L e .

18, Rev. S. A. Jedele has conducted the school since

he came to that charge many years ago. o

' 5{ 19. Jean Minnis, Gwendolyn Shotton, Marguerite Griffin,

. xx‘rQ.g and Harold Fennema.

. (Note: Jean i1s an out and out Schtch lassie, Gwendolyn's
- father has just received an inheritance from England, -

- Marguerite is an Irish colleen, and Harold is a fulle
. blooded Hollander).. . - - .. .- - IR ‘

" " Western Kenosha: Cty.* Hist. Soc. \Lo L

.
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20, There are no boys in the class,

,21°_---.

-
o

22, Four out of the seven girls in the class intend
to enter high achool.

23¢ Only two familles ‘in the district have libraries

of 100 or more books.

24. None.

25, Week1y° The Wisconsin Farmer.
The Wisconsin Agriculturist.
Hoards Dalryman.
The Prairie Farmer.,
Monthly: The Country Gentleman.
Successful Farming.
Better Homes and Gardens.
The Ladies' Hgme JOurnal.
McBalls.,
The American.
More than 50% of the rural people take a daily paper:
The Tribune, The Herald Examiner, The Kenosha Evening
" News, The Racine Times-Call. The Racine Journal-Newa.
and Die Abentpost.

'26. John Hilbert, one out of & class of seven.

. 27. Anna Marie Besch, stenographer, Kenosha.

‘ Lloyd Dix, factory, Kenosha. '
Rose Krahn, employed at U. S. Serum Plantc
‘Eleanor Johnson, Whitewater State Normal,

" II., DRIFT T0 THE GITY.

. b.John Stephens, -retired, o
c.Albert Hasse, - factory in Kenosha.
d.George Stockwell, = aged- retired..
e.Fred Schenning, - rented a farm,

f. George Plerce, - aged- retired.,
ge Wm. Schernning Est. = division.

'_' he V. T. Taylor,-

1. Ralph Silvernail,b-'Janesville factory,.
J. Madden Est. = divisio

n
k. Jennie Burdick, -“E31¥ for debts. Homsstiad wrass nataimads.

l. C. V., Cook, = work on county highway.
m. Charles Tindlay, = day laborer in Kenosha.

.- n. August Pesch,- aged - retired.

Ooe H. Lc Smith, had R&Gine, deoeased.

' pe O+ G. Nelson, = Chicago.

. q. Clement Kromnke, ~ retired for years, farm rented.

f{' 8 Moran Bros. - day laborers.

1

. \Western Kenosha Cty. Hist. Soc. | \(\
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29, a. Francis Elliot, -~ Chicago- lake property.

b. Fred Stephens, = son of John Stephens.

c. Benj. Stahl, = Kenosha real estate dealer,

de Philip Stockwell, - son of George Stockwell,

6+ Rachel Bufton, - daughter of F. I'e Smith, who was
the owner previous to F. Schenning,

f. Mrs. Wilcox, - daughter of Geo. Plerce.,

g. Otto Schenning, -~ son of Wm. Schenning.

h. Paul Wisnesky, -~ Kenosha.

L. Martin Gallagher, - wealthy resident of comnunity.

Js Mrs. John Madden, - widow of John Madden,

ko Charles Wilton, = wealthy resldent of community.

1. Harry Bairstow, wealthy Chicago investore.

.m. Nick Hilbert, - adjoining farm.,

n. Harry Bairstow, = wealthy Chicago investor.
o. Hafry Bailrstow, ~ wealthy Chicago investor. -
pe Herman Siedschlag, - another farm,

" Q. Harry Balrstow, - wealthy Chicago investor.

a. J. A Foster, - retired - Kenosha.

" be A. L. Fowler, = Chicago.

c. Ward Silvermnall, - factory at Janesville,

d. Charles Cogswell, - California.

©. Kester & Elfers, =~ Kestor in a hardware store,
Elfers on another farm.

f. Wm. Johnson, - retired, .

g. Henry Mutter, = retired.

‘he Charles Coggin, - Florida.

i. Jas. McVey, = retired - Antioch, 111,

~J. Ward Bloss, =~ retired.
- ko E« R, Wills, - New York.
l. Hegeman Est. (G. A, Voltz) = Kbnosha.

m. H., E. Robbing, - California.

" n. Anthony McCafferty, - Chicago.‘ :
"0e Mrs. Coffin, - Chicago. (lake property)

- 8¢ Leo McVicar, - American.

b. John Stephens, =- American. - -
¢. Ralph Silvernail, - son of Ward, - -
d. John Gallagher, - Irish. e
e Davis Sand &fravel Co., = Chicago,
f. Wm. Schultz, = German.
g. Jacob Malesky, - German =-Pole. - .
h, Nick Hilbert, - German.,

- 1. George Jank,- German,
Je. Walker M. Curtiss, - American. o
k. Harry Bairstow, - wealthy Chicago investor. .
1., Harry Bairstow, - wealthy Chioago 1nveator.‘
me. Arthur Foulke, = German.. ' :
n. Fred Mattern, = German, '

0. Byron Corbin, - English._:~

X0
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III. THE WESTWARD MOVEMENT.

32, William Hartnell, Riceville, Iowa.

John and James Murphy, Riceville, Iowa.

Frank Cornwell, near Ogage, Iowa.

Andrew Patterson, Worthington, Minn.

Wm. and Frank Munson, Florida. (Sold twoy large,
fertile, well-drained farms).

Note.
Very few families sold farms and went West;

it was mos¥ly the young men who went when they

" wished to begin farming. When sons left, large

farms were divided, thus making room for immi-

grantd, at the same time making it possible
to farm the remainder of the homestead, after
the young men were gone.

33. William Minnis, Riceville, Towa,
Mrs. Elizabeth Murphy, (105 years of agse),
2601 Portland Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.
% Mra. Cargill.

34, Wm., Minnis has a few such letters that were re-

cently returned to him by his sister who lives at
Salem; leotters he wrote to her when he firgt went

West. It 1s 1likely that he will be willing to donate

them to the State Historical Soo'y.
Miss Flora Orvis, Salem, Wisconsin, has letters
written by her father while he was in California

in 1849. I can obtaln coples, if not the originale, .

in a short time.

35.,Benjamin Judd, Mitchell Co., Iowa. . -
William Minnis, 1lceville, Iowa.
Francis Paddock, Riceville, Iowa.
William Davenport, Riceville, Iowa.
John McNulty, Riceville, Iowa.
James Coles, Riceville, Iowa.
Lincoln Cull, Oakland, Burt Co., Nebraska.
-.Charles 6ull, same.
- Seymour Smith, North Loop, Nebraske.

"u_ Robert Runyard, =---- Nebraska.

Oscar Munson, --=-~~Kansasg.

Hg Monroe Wicks, Minnesota, (returned after 12 yeara).:f

L

. S, . 3 L . . .
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- Note.

IV, IMMIGRANTS.

36. Wm. Grant, English, direct from England.
Matthias and Charles Loescher, German, recent arrivals.

Peter Sehlax, German, recent arrival.
John and Edward Gallagher, Irish. -

" patrick Flemming, Irish, New York.

Patrick Dugan, Irish.
Thomas Geggln, Irish.

- John Hasselman, German.

Timothy Garrety, Irish.
pPatrick and Michael Fahey, Irish.
Joseph Gadd, English, direct from England.

""" Volney Bassetts, American, New York.

Peter Lenz, German,
Charles Gauger, German.
Antone Kalser, German.

 Henry Beimer, German, reared in Wisconsin.

John Schmallfeldt, German.

. Michael Hoye, Irish.

Frank Schwartz, German.

Joseph Volsberg, Germene.

Jacob Relter, German,

Dennis Murphy, Irish. ,

The VanWie family, Dutch, New York.
William Schenning, German. '

. Peter Mutter, German, New Englan d.

August Grulich, German, long in the W. S,
John Bienke, German, long in the U. S.
William Krahn, German, long in the U. S.

The Irish came from Ireland to New York and
worked until they had money to come farther
West. Many of them bouﬁht land bordering the
inland lakes, saying, " I don't care about the
land, its the wa-ather I want". Lake property
is the only real estate moving on the market

in Salem today. The Germans were recent arrivals,

but had worked in the city apy a trade before
coming as laborers to the farms, farms which
they eventually owned.

37. The congengsus of oplinion is that they are not
go progperous, due to the shortage of farm labor,
the high cost of living, inabllity to obtain loans
at banks to tide them over difficultles. The maln
reason that Salem farms will not sell today is that
where a galaried man or a wage earner can secure loans,

. a farmer can not, no matter how urgent and legitimate
the need.There is little transfer of land, though

- many have rented their farms. More money is handled

- than heretofore,but it is impossible to save as .much.

B0
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38. LEarly comers were Congregationalists, Methodists,
and Spiritualists. Later comers were Catholics and

Lutherans.

39.There was an abandoned Congregational church at
Wilmot, one at Salem, and one at Liberty Corners.

' The abandonment was due to lack of wunity among Pro-
teatant congregations. Iach small village could support:

but one church, and whon thoe Irish and the Germans
cama, bullding up the Catholic and the Lutheran
churches, the Congregationaliasts gave way to the
Methodists, the stronger of the two. Previous to this
they had held Union gervices, or alternated their

gservices.

40,
The Methodist and the "Community" churches are the

most popular ones in Salem.Fully fifty per cent of
the people of the town gsupport one of these. Less
than ten per cent are Roman Catholics, and the re-

' malnder is about Bequally divided between Lutherans

and German Methodiatse .

~,Wes’(en_j K'enosiga Cty. Hist. 'Soc. 9‘ \ ot
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Notes that dé not fit in the outline.

Mrs. Fmma Castle Parkin,

627 Clinton Ave., Des Molnes , Iowa.

" where the Castle farm is located on the Gencva
Roed(Bristol) was oripginally to be a village called
Jacksonville. That must have been before or about
1850, as the Asbury Free Chapel or M. L. Church
waé%uilt there in 1852, Across the road and to the
west a little was the parsonage. The Gastle home

(now), then the Jackson home , was an inn or tavern.

West of the tavern was the store and the Poat Office,

which burned down many years ago. Across the street

was the blacksmith shop. When the railroad went
through to Kenosha, it , of course, went south of
this loaction and the village for the town of Bristol
was located at its present site."

Mrs. H. E. McVicar, Salem, Wisconsin.

"The first school building in Dist. #2, Salem,
was a few rods west of the residence of R. M. Paddocke.
Previous to this, the children went to the school
at Grant's Corners, Bristol township. The school-
house was bullt by Parley Foster about 1848. At
its completion, the neighborhood gathered for a
dance. Refreshments were "pot-luck", Brown Clark
bringing a peck of hard-boiled eggs. P. C. VanAlstine,
Andrew Foster, and Francis Paddock took the part
of the school board. Funerals were held from the
school house. The first one wags a child, Orville
Earl; the next, Mrs. Rebecca Jackson.The first
teacher was Sally McArthur, then came Jane Stockwell,
and David Smith. The records were burned in a fire
that destroyed the building about 1861. The present
one wag bullt two years later by Orlando Fogter.
The first teacher I have a record of was Ella Patter-
son. The treasurer, A. W. Fogter.Lee Baxter, Andrew
William, and Harriet Thompson all moved west. Lee
Thompson is now living in Failrbault, Minnesota.
The others are dead."

Mrs. G. F. Parkin, whose address appears above, 1is
in possession of a diary written by William Champlin
while he was with Washington at Valley Forge. Of
course, Mr. Champlin never lived in Salem, but

. many of my most helpful notes were given by his
great grandson, George Huntoon, of this village.
I think you could,grocure a copy of thls diary
if you wish., Jane Stockwell, mention of whom is
made above, lives at Springfield, Ill.,a very bright
lady, who can write some interesting memoirs. '

pe
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‘ W One 426
Sghedule for the hown of Taris. ‘CZ
County ol henosia.
Filled by Ovoda Crong,
Union Grove, Wiscosin

1. The axneh dato of the establishmont of the nris Contor
Cehool Tisb. YNo. 3, is un'mown. . school was held ot Ll
home of “arn Duswell concwlhere nround 1045, lovover, Uorn
was no schoolhousc and no school districht unbil «lher ok
least 1862, L1 found in an old church record thnt o phurch
moeting was held in the schoolhouse in 1852, Tiowever, I
have been unable to reccive any other information in regerd

to the date of establishnent.

2. The first school board was Lir. Fonk and lioses ucwell.
The obther member is unlnovm.

3. The Paris Corners School in Section 17 . . 4, was
organized before Paris Center. The exact date of cstablish-
ment is uaknovn. I found a record that showed that a school-
house was at Paris Corners in 1849. It must have stood

there at least several years prior to that.

4. The first school board is unknown.
5. 1853 to 1861. 1860-1926.
6. These records are not kept in a fire-proof place.

- 7e lLrs. Hovnard th%gsf 1914-1917.
Tfary Buswell “Sfirst teacher.
llagpie Gallagher - 1892. S%ill teaching in Chicago.

8. Xrs, Mary D. Bradford?
vron Baler?
David TFle@t?
Lucy Wescott George?
lVarie Ludwig - 1915-1918.
{atherine Schaeffer - 1887-1889.

9. Mrs. Nary ©. Bruadford - noted educabor.
Yyron Daker - lavyer in Keﬁosha, Deceased..
David Fleet - Judge in Racine.

Luecy Wescott - music teacher in Chicago.
liaggie Gallagher is still a capable teacher.

Zary Buswell Burgess was a teacher in high school in Kenosha.

(Deceased)
ilarie Ludwig - Sec. of the Loan and Trust of the First
National Bank of Kenosha.



Uatherine Schaelfer =wisciocary to China.

10, The present schoolbouse of Dist. ilo. ¥ is o ane story
building twenty feet wido and thirty feot lonp. Tt is «
one room school, n frame building the sane ns when firat
built except for the addition of an entry. A Jdaclkctod
furnace in the room furnished the heat. Tho ground is
about an acre, abeut % of an acre being playpround. There
are threc trees, soft maple, about fifteecn fcct high, ~nd
about two and one-half fect around.

11. Paris Corners has the best school grounds in the toim.
It has a row of treces all around the playground, and an acre
and a half playground.

12. Our school has a'P. T. A. whi¢h tonds to make it a

social center.
All but Three Sc.)voa’a

13. Bvery—other—seheel ha¥ea P, T. A. making a total of
eight in the tow.

14, Limong the Catholic people of German descent, I find
that they do not take an interest in the P. T. A. The
reason scems to be a lack of interest in educationel
opportunities for all children.

15, St. John Parochial School about 1875.

16. The school 1s supported by tuition and from the -
Church fund.

17, There are three schools around it that are smaller
schools because of it. But it does not" confllct in any
way with the public schools,

18. Sr. M. Davidica
Miss Mary Simon
Sr. . Raymond.

19. ¥lizabeth Sunter
Tvelynn “onk
Marjorie Gunter

20. Yo eighth grade

2ls =meeo -
224 mmeen -———
25. There are none N

24. Lowis Williams has the best Iibrary in the towm.

W



26. Visconsin Apriculturist
Visconsin Farm
Trairic Tarmor
Tarm & Fireside
Farmer's wife.
Saturday Tvoring Post
Amorican lMagazino

26. Mo finishing oclass.
7. mmmsdcme—

28. Frank Totzlaff - factory in Kenosha.-
A number of people have retired but still ovm their
farms and have renters living on them.

30, Erb Bros. - retired

A. Swantz - 11l health
Yatt Stromberg - Milwaukee
F. Adams - retired
Otto Schultz ~ factory
¥, Bislow - laborcr.

" A&, Vandermoom - rotired
P, Ilenn - retired
A. Vandermoom - retired
Mike Terry - factory
C. E. Meridith - retired
B. Murgatroyt - retired
We I. Crane - (pool room) L
Geo. Kreuscher - (insurance)
. L. Bullamore - real estats
R. B. Jones -~ retired

3l. A. Swantz reosold %o lMr. Weber. = Milwaukee
Albert Thom - resident
Arthur James - Illinois
Franlkt Biehn - resident :
P. Sinmon? .
Irving Kreuschor - rosidon
%d TTonn - resident
Joke Meycrs - rosident
Wike Ired. resident
H. Richber - fussia
A. Schranlz - lilwaukee
J. Thom (resident)

Val Fonk (resident)
Ted Wesland - Wasghington
Ur. Weber?

Western Kenosha Cty, Hist. Soe. 9_,5
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o2, Touis Thayer moved to California in the oil finlds.
Small form, part of i% rood land, not so woll drained.
Tho people of the town of Paris who went to the “west wrre
not farm owners. Somo of tho sons of {urmors in the town
went out west and started in farming, but as far as I ean
£ind out there are no obthers who sold out and wont ‘est
from the town of Paris between 1880 and 1900.

(€2}
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35, Afber the Civil Viar there was a trend to the ‘est.

Lucia Bishop married to a Gray girl from Bishop moved
to Nebraska.

F. Z. VWewbury married Sophia Pierce and moved to Iowa
in the '80's.

. Seth Myrick went to Iowa in the '60's.

Ed and George lMyrick went to Kansas in the '60's.

¥rs. Blood, a Blackman from the tovm went to I!. Dakota
in the '80's.

Pensen lMarsh went to N, Dakota in the '60's.

ir. Daniels went to l. Dakots in the '60's,

Arthur Uulick wont to Kansas and became a prominent
doctor in '60. ’

About 1870 Lewis Richard and John Price went to Iovm.

Very prosperous vwent to ¥agle Grove, lowa. Ilore
people went from Paris and formed a sort of a community,
but they were not land owmers. They werc young people start-
ing out. The children of these people are living there.

Lfser 1860 and in early '70's.

Martin lc Carthy 4o Brownville, Iowa.

Francis Chambers to Austin, Minnesota.

John lMurphy went to Iowa.

Pat Yurphy " wooon

Jim Kelly

i u "

Patrick Lane " " Nebraska.,
James Craney " " Independence, Iowa.
Bd. Coburn " "

' Nebraska.
Brate Dunning” " ‘
Barlow Gibbs " TVost.

Peter Hannon " Towa.

John Hannon Jowa .

Keogh went to Iowa. .
Thomas Kearnes went to Montana.

1"

36. Louis Thayer %o Joseph Maurice, Racine Co.

37. He got on well but no better than his predecessor.

.

38. Louis Thayer - Congregational
Joseph Maurice = Catholic. i}\g

s 5
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59, Thore arc four churchns in the towm bubt no abrndoncesd
churci.

40, Cakholic - about 33 1/5 ¢

Yothodist- - " 5 %
Tutheran = " 5 9%
Congregational" 5%

"ha Socinl Mistory of the Tovm of Faris, County of
Konosha.

The carly sottlers of the town came from the Tast.
lost of them came from Yow York Ttate. Thay crme over here
from Buropean countries Lo MNew York, worked in Hey or:,
some on farms, some as laborers on the Erie Canal until
money could be secured to re-ch iestern Stotes. Jomz of
them came by boat to "Pike" now Kenosha and some came by
oxen nnd wagon.

They were a sturdy type of people, quite industrious,
hard-working, and thrifty people. The majority of then
by conservative mcthods, managed to become prosperous.
Tospitality was the keynobe of the carly settlement. Ilost
of the families had some other familyc ome and live with
them until they were able to get land of their own. They
settled in sort of sections.

The southeastern section of the towm was setiled by
the people from Ireland. There was one road callcé the
Irish road. Another road called the "Plank Road" becouse
it was made of planks in later years, was sebttled by the
down Tasterners, or as they were then called "The Yankees™.
The part of the town around Paris Corners, in the liestern
section of the town was sebtled by the 'elsh and Znglish
with an odd German and Irishman. The Forth Zastern part
of the town was setiled mostly by the Germens, although
this section had more of a varieby of Nationalities than
any obher section. The Irish werc mostly Catholics. Some
of the Germans wecre Catholics. The rest were German
Tutheran. "The Yankees" founded the Congregrtional Church.
The Velsh dnd English established a Baptist Church, which
later became Mebhodist. ;g\\’\

They all secmed to be interested in educationy Thoy
held schools in the homes until they werc able to build
aither log or frame schoolhouse. A few of these frane
buildings are still in use, with a few additions. The

~town could be regarded as settled sometime in the early '40's.

The first meeting of the town of Paris was held ipril
5, 1842 at Chauncey Kollogg's nome. Meeting was called to
order by John Ager. Chauncey Kellogg was elected chairman.
Hiram Ball was clerk of the meeting. The following is a
list of the town officers elected at this meeting.



Suporvisors
Tiains Irench
w1lliam Coffin
roscs DBennet
Com. of Highways
Shraham Broker.
David Stevens
Lander Northvmy
Town Clerk
Elisha Baker
Com. of Common Schools
“innas P. Rich
Henry Newberry
Wil -on Bennett
Collector
John Brewer
George C. Manny
Assessors
Abel Phillips
Jonathan VWhitney
George Delong \
Constablo
Daniel Brewer
Rufus Martial
Julian ®ivers
Com. of “eights and leass.
James H. larshall.
Overseers of Highways
John Woentworth
lenry Nevberry
Ornon H. Collins
Jamcs Flening
Viewers of Tences
James Fleming
David Coller
Rufus Martial
Tm. D. Strong
Justices of the Peace
Chauncecy Kellogg
John Brewer
Ao G. Northway
Zz. P. Rich
George Pierce
In 1843 Grove Willis was chairman. Zlisha Baker was clerk.
Abel Phillips was Treasurer. The Supervisors wero Hains
French, Ezra Buswell, Hiram Ball.

'
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Tho following is a list of the voters in tho town ol
Paris in 1815, )

Abel Thillips, Geovse Me Carthy, Obed lale, Ezri usell,
fylvester Valker, Goo Mavidson, Teth iwriecl:, lornce tlening,
D. 5. Graves, B. D. Dunning, John L. ount, ‘. e Richf
;. I. Forris, C. N. Gulick, Seth Kellogg, wzrn Bebee, “hon-
ezer viashburn, Riley Richards, John Youns, $. T. “ice, Indson
Sace, Robort fcott, A. C. Northway, i. G, Torthway, Carlo?
Case, James . larsh, C. P. Dunning, King I, Casc, Geo. ‘ierce,
I. . whitney, Schuyler Picrco, I, 1. 1all, TFrances lletcalfl,
John Esmond, John B. ientworth, Grove . iiillis, it. !l. Pratt,
Jessie Carpenter, Andrew Hannon, D. V. Stevens, Phinneas
Walker, Edson Vaughn, James Fleming, A. J. Davidson, Geo.
Tlale, F. Y. lieeks, James Tlenry, S. W. Rich, lloses Vhibney,
Nathan Dunham, Asa F. Bush, H. H. Vheeler, I. A. Coller,

John Wentworth, L. D. Buswell, Carlton Pierce, ‘ilson Bennett,
James Clark, Sam. King, John Vaughn, Helmont Kellogg, Jascde
Coller, !, C. Buswell, Francis lic Ginn, Geo. Bachelder,

Sam. Scott, Vm. H. Judd, Phineas Calwell, llenry Gulick, Sam=
ual Scott, Elisha Baker.

Some of “the political leaders of the tovm were James
Tall, John,C. Crounse, Stephen Goldsworthy, J. Russell,
G. i, %illis, Wm. washburn, Geo. Blackmon, 0. P. Ilale,
Reuben Palmer, John M. Jones, Chauncey Sage, Evan leridith,
* %, D, Dunning, E. D. Bush, D. W. Cleaveland, %illiam.Lynch,
Homer Adams, Jas. Fredinburg, Franklin Newell, Lewis iilliams,
William Eade.

In 1850 there was a town supt. of schools, S. S. Brxdford
held this office. Dr. Adams was the next one.

Some early prominent members of the Congregational Church
were:C. . Fowler, L. larsh, S. E. Tarbell, P. il. Viood,
H. Gulick, T'ammond Marsh, Zldert Tegmison, H. A. Newberry,
L. W. Thayer, J. P. Bishop, A, P. Tymeson, Gilbert Vincenb,
C. M. Gulick, Harvey Durkee, Alexander Beath.

The following werc prominent in the Catholic Church:
J. P. Pfeiffer, Phillip Fonk, Joseph Huch, .idam Schlitz,
Nickolas Spartz.

William Griffith, Moses Buswell, Ezra Buswell were
prominent members of the first Baptist Church.

Lewis Williams was the wealthiest man in the towm.
He ovmed 1340 acres of land.

Howland Pratt built the first tavern at Paris Corners
to accommodate the travel on the Kenosha-Burlington Road.
There was another one built about 1840, at Star Corners, rgf?l
It was called "Dingle Hole". There was consider=ble travel
of the farmers taking *their produce to town at this time.
These taverns werse built to anccommodate this travel.
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Kroucher, Jacob Kreuchor, bewis williams, Ticlk Spa
ard I'rice, John Spartz, ¥illinm Gunter, liike Tensgen, Nernan
Swantz, D. Iie Jones.

Some of Hhe towm chairmon of the tovm wore: Goorge
vl

Some of the obher officers of the towm wers: Iubert
Stollonwerk, John P. DPfeiffer, M. A. Hewberry, ¥dward Gunier,
Albert Thom, Phillip T'enn, Vm. G. Roberis, Otephen Galsvorthy,
Richard Jones, william Heidersdorf, Vm. Pricec, Ricrard Campbell,
Wilton Moridith, Charles Crane, M. J. Fonk, liatt. Schlitz,

N. P, Wilkomn, Valentine Fonk, John Fonk, Hick Fredericlk,
John Stollenverck, John Terry.

Jacob Kroucher is onc of the wealthiest men in the town
today. IHe is a breedrr of pure bred cattle, swine and poultry.
Ilo is also prominent in Church, educational affairs and pol-
itics. His judgment in business matters is second to none.

At the present day he is one of the most progressive citizens
in the town.

Yorris Holloway and Sons are the ovmers of one of the
largest and finest Jersey dairies in the County. Their
farm is carried on along new and 'scientific lines. They
are breeders of Pure Bred Chester White Hogs and Jersey
cattle,

Nicholas Spartz Sr. was a leader of politics. At one
time he served fenosha County as sheriff. MHe died in Feb-
ruary 1916. His son, Nicholas is the ovmer of his farm
and is a breeder of Pure Bred Holstein Cattle. John Spartz,
another son has served the town as tovm chairman for twelve
years. 4o man, as a town chairman has served his town better
in bringing about accomplishments along progressive lines.

-

Jomes P, Torrey is a prominent stock breeder of the
town. He owns a valuable herd of Pure Bred Guernsey cattle.

Edward and Charles Gunter are prominent farmers. They
raise Durham Beef Catitle, and also have very fine horses.
Charlie Gunter is'"the original character of the time". ile's
the "wit" of the town, a "character in himself™.

Ym. Gunter Sr. was one of the leading politicians of
the town. o was well liked'by:all, and very prominent une
il his death in Nay 1903. His son Wm. Gunter Jr. served
as sheriff of Kenosha Co.

Horace Blaclkmon owned a large dairy and had a cheose
factory above thirty-five years ago. He afterward became
sheriff,

z.‘ ODO
' Western Kenosha Cty, Hist. Soc.
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n. M. Jonos wns a prominent farmer of the tomm about
thirty yenrs ago. Iis son Eyssel?, tool" aver tis far, served
$he hovm n3 towm clerk. Te sold out, went to Kenosha, breooe
County Clerk and served it for ton ye~rs. lic is now nresident
-of the Badger Fuecl Company.

John Stollemwerck is a prominent farmer of the tovm.

Mr. lead Myrielr was a very progressive, scholarly, thri™y,
7T . v . y - : o~
man. lle ovmed consid-rablc land. He h:s sold his frrm and is

retired and living in California.

The R. B. Canmpbell home is one of the best community.
consers for social activities in the tovm.

%m. Boade was prominent farmer in the town about forty years
ago. e sold out and went to Cedir Rapids, lowa.

Jerry Croney was a well 4o do farmer of the tovm. He sold
out and went to California about thirty years ago.

George iicGill, another prominent farmer of the past, now
deceased, sold out and became o resident of #enosha.

Joseph Stollenwercl is a prosperous farmer of today. Ilenry
Biehn is another prosperous farmer, interested in-all affairs for
the betterment of the community.

Herman Swantz, now deceased about fifteen years, was one
of the most popular men in the towm. He held town offices and
was respected and thought well of by all.

Lewis Williams is a prominent man of the towm.! Ho has
the best library in the tovm. He is'noted ‘as being a great
reader and also is noted for his remarkable memory.

ir, William liiddlecamp, born and raised in the tovm of
Paris, taught in the schools and later became County Superinterdent.
Blanche Roberts, while o resident of faris, held the position
of Supervising Teacher in Racine Co. She is now a prominent ed-
ucator of the state, although not a resident of the towm now.

John Terry vas a very successful. farmer until he rebired
a few yeurs Ago. » '

Mike Frederick is today, of {the prominent men of the towm.

Tle is interested in Church and Community interests. Ho is also
a prosperous farmer.

%
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when the first sobblers came to the tovm of loris, they did
not £ind a densely woodaed scclion. There were a fowr wooded scchions
which were gradually cleared off. There are several sachions of
land left today from which the wood has not bmen clearcd. Paris
however, could not be considered a wooded towmship. The nzop-
le found o fertile soil mostly roady to be tilled. The farmers
raisod wheat, corn, potatoes, oats. Some of the farmers raisecd
sheep and hogs.

“heat was one of the chiefl crops. The crops wers goorl
because the land was now and fertile. This produce vz The
farmers! chicl sourcc of incomc. It was hauled by wngjon and
oxen to Racine or Kenosha. There werc grain clevalor: at these
towns from whencc itvas shipped by boat. This wheat in the car-
ly date brought from cighty cents to a dollar a bushel. Vheat
proved a valuable crop for the town of Paris. ’

1860 was a banner wheat year. The largest crop in history
was raised this year. Several vears later the clinch bugs attacked
the crop. It proved a failure and from tha’ time on wheat has
not been raised as a market product.

The first sottlers of the town of Paris did not have lar-e .
hords of cattle, ns we find today. Some of them might hove hed
as many os six, bul, this was considered a great many. At firs
the co~s were pnsbured in o common pasturing ground or the un-
homesteaded land until this land was talten up. Drovers used Lo
come through and scll the cattle to the farmers. The cattle
were cheap. Twonty dollars was considered an.exorbitant price
for any cattle sold. The milk was made into bubter. This butter
wms taken to the sbore and exchanged for groceries. . story was
told to me by an old resident about scring several of the woren
carry a basket on their head with a little bu'ter and a for ezgs,
and vwalk to Kenosha, a distance of about seven or eight miles.
Up to the time of .1885 there were very few dairies, creameries
ware started.e Then the r~eonle begen having larger herds of cattle.
In the early '90's the people of FParis began shipping milk ‘o
Chicago. TFrom then on the town has gradually progressed until
almost every farm today has a large herd. In fact, it is the .
farmers' main source of income.

Farming,at first was a difficult nroject. Iot many people
had horses. Oxen were used. The tools were inadequate. The
grain was cradled. It was threshed with flails. Later came the
tread-mills for threshing. Then came the threshing machine.
Andrew Hannon ovmed the first threshing machine. Xe nurchascd
it from J. I. Case. Mr. Case came out himself, 4o show him how
to use it and slep’ under the threshing machine. As these things
were brought into use,; the work became easier.
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The frm life becoume more Me~n-nb. Then of coun
come in. The reaper and ‘tho threching mnehing f. )
13 vtening the burden of the farm. Ta honse wife burtacn S
1ifted whon the milk did not have to be mnde into bubter ond
was taken nare of at croumerics and Pachorics. Dach ner 0o
invention tended Lo lighten tho burden and make £ 1ife morc

agre-able.

As far ac possiblb to nacortain, there are very for ?n.thc
town of Paris who wenb west aftor the '60's. Afber the Civil
“apr there was n trend toward the west. I'r. Torace Blnclinn,

a resident of tho towm of Faris went out wost ho buy cabtle.

Te found the land selling so much cheaper there than herec,

that people sold their farms hero, vwent ‘lest and p?rchased
larger farms. Then, too, the soldiers who scerved in the war

were given grants of land in the Vest.

The roilroads, I do not believe influenced the trend to
the ost from the Lowm of Paris. They opcned un a new coun-
v and new opportunities. Larger farms could be gobhen for
the same value as the smaller farms held here. .ftor the 160's,
the peovle of Paris who went Yest were not land ovmers secking
new homes. Some of the younger generation who married and
started farming went Viest ,but the older residents 4id not sell
out and take their families, as in the late '60's and early '70's.

Paris is and always has been entirely a fnrming districy
having no villages., The Vestward migration included only a small
percentnge of the sebtlers of Paris., There are many farms still
in the hands of old families and younger gencrations, of the
old settlers., lany of the changes in land ownership canme about
by death of members of the families, but not by Testward
migration.

The general air of prosperity is reflected in most every
home today in the town of Paris. The homes are mostly large,
airy, well-kept homes. ilany are equippec with furnaces. Some
have private lighting systems cither electric or acetylene lights.
Sore arce supnlied with electricity by electrie light lincs
fron cities nearby. A few homes are supplied with flowing
water and ivs conveniences. The farm homes of Paris reflect the
prosperity of the owmers. The owmers are on the whole, quito
well-bo-do. A great many having lived in the town most all their
lives. They are a prosperous type of people, mostly quite pro-
gressive and abreast with the times.

D



"igh “cehools are quibte accessible for the children o tha
torm. . good hizhschool is mainbained at Union Grove where tho
children from most sections ~f the horm could attend., The
c¢hildren attending highschoels either tr naport “hemselv s or
board ab Union Grove. Kenosha is also quito accessible for the
childron fron the dastern scction of tho towm. food rois,
both conerete and well gravelled, make travel crsy, ther by
cnabling children to drive cars to achool -nd not be oblized
to lerve home to attend high schools 4 Counby Rural tlorm:l
is also mnintainced very necar to rFaris.

There are four churches in 5the tovm. The Cotholic
Church, the largest church in the town is cenbtrally loented.
The Lutheran Church is in thc North Da:st corner of the tom.
The Methodist Church is in the Northwest cormer. “ihile the
Congregational Church is in the foutheast corner. Good ronds
make all these churches accessible to anyone in the tovm.

A concrete road will after this year, extend through the
town of Paris to Kenosha. 211 the main highways are well-gravelled
as also many of the side-roads. These roads together with the
auborobile have practically brought the city to the farnmer's
door. He hzs all the comforts of the country mingled with the
advantages of city life, made possible by the new conbtact betieen
city and country. Going to town is no-longer a monthly event,
but in many cases a daily one.

The farm homes of tomorrow will be a modern up-to-date
city residence placed in the pure, wholesome, air of the country
with the c¢ity brought to its back door by auto, bus, train and
truck and perhaps airplane.

'
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Union Grove,Wis
April 24,1926

Mr. Joseph Shaeffer
State Historical Society
Madiosn,Wis.

Dear Mr. Shaeffer:

T am enclosing my "History Of the Town of Paris." I hope that I
have given you just what you wanted. I have attempted to gather all
the information desired to the best of my ability. I have given a good
many hours of my time to secure the necessary data. I found it very
difficult, however. There are so few of the older residents of the town
left. Inh fact there was no o0ld resident living in the town who could
give me any very definite ingormation,there being only one who dhad lived
ets-jer-sofe-om-tie-tpwal--0-—voseobedsepkie-wip-jod-spved-avan-amd-seeired -
some information
all her life in the town. I visited people who had moved away and secured
some infommation. I wrote letters to various people and got more
information. Z-wrebe-tebters in this way. This hampered my work
considerablg, causing me to take a longer time to
secure my data, than was allotsed.

Then, too, being away from home, I had to do all my work (all)
on Saturday because my mother dould give me little details that I did
not know of. )

Paris hadmever had a village of any sort. It has been purely a
farming community. The farms have remained for the most part in the
same families. quite a few of tthe farms are owned by people who were
old residents and have retired. These farms are rented now. TKhe
renting class for the most part, are a rather foreign element. But the
land owners are not newcomers.

I trust I have given you the information desired. If I have
failed to give you what you want or have not made myself plain or if you
desire other information peleease- please write me snd I shlal be glad
to do anythigg else I can possibly secure data on.

Respectfully,
M.Oveda Crane
Union Grove

%%
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_CHPY. FHE-REST-QE..PARLS.ON -XEROX: .-

Bassett Wis
June 6,1926

Supt. State Historical Sockéty
Madiosn, Wis.
Dear Sir:

I am sending the manuscript of the history of the Town of Wheatland
this week. : : )
T am very sorry about the unavoidable delay and I hope the manuscript

- will prove satiffactory as it represents a great deal of time and hard work.

\

T will anxiously awai-t a reply.
Yours truly,
Georgiana Hoffman

KENOSHA ’Q} 4. WW

SCHEDULE FOR THE TOWN OF WHEATLAND -COUNTY OF
The town of Wheatland included Randall until 1860. Among the early
settlers were the Jenkins, Dixons, Powerses, W.B. Brower, Ritbrook,

John Campbell, John Woodhouse, and Schuler Bundy.

W. B. Brower was the first settler in the Town of Wheatlnad. He came
there from Ney York City. His brother, John H. Brower, had been to
Wheatland on an expedition on horseback through the country. He interested
his brother because of his enthusiasm over his trip. Land then was

sold at government sale. Mr. Brower attracted by the opportunities

of the land purchased one hundred and sixty acres from the government

at one dollar and twnety five sents an acre. The trndsportation used

in reaching the new home was water and ox team.

Mr. Brower was a great leader of high nobbe character in his community.
He showed ability and perseverance by coming alone with his family

and settling in this reglon of Wheatlnad with nothing but Indians for
neéighbors. He became a great leader later on when the township was
organized. It was stated that all of his successors tried to fodlow
his example. He had a large family and one of his descendants Mrs.

M. L. Hoffman born in 1843 is living at the present time.

Mr. Brower was a carpenter by trade. He cmae with small means to the new home.

He was of Presbyterian faith. The new countyr afforded no churches
but the Bible was the lamsof the home.

Mr. Brower received a fine education in his early days in the east. He
was of Holland descent, born in Brooklynn 1803. He was an excellant
penman, therefore coming in very handy for his fellow settlers in the
new home, as education in those days was a matter of the few.

s
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An o0ld contract explains the work he did in the east, which let him be

an apprentice to a carpenter. It was signed June 25,}8h5éh5th year of Independence
of N.S. States of MAmerica (1821). Mr. Brower cam west at the age of

About thirty-four here he remained until death. ’

The following is a reproduction of the original letter written by Mr.
Brower to his mother: » :

Wheatland

Jan. 18,1846

Dear Mother:

The winter this far has been very mild with the exception of about a

week and that was very severe inso much that six or seven men whre

frozen to death before they could reach a house. It is very disagreeable
and dangerous to be out on the open prairies. About the first of December
I moved a family to Platteville about one hundred and thrify five miles
west of us in part of, our route was on or across extensive prairies.

The way we suffered the cold and wind in our faces all the way was

trying, this was the longest speall of cold we have had. I was gone from
home ten days and I assure you I was glad to get by my own fireside.

I was somewhat supprised to see so many litile villages and at the same
timm such a vastextent of country principally priaire uninhabited. We would
travel some days and perhaps not see more than one or twor houses.

We were obliged to ride after dark and in so thinly a populated country
made it very disagreeable. I saw a great many intelligent good looking
men in the mining district, prospecting as they call it. Some had

struck leads of lead and madeda forutne while others had still a hope.

You must accept our thanks for the many comforts sent us. Give our
best wiskes to all and may God bless you is the prayer of your
‘ Affectionate Son
Wm. B.

Among those who led in politics, those who were most prominent in

religious and educational matters in the Town were: Thomas Slade,

Elmer Rrainard, Abijah Pierce, Horation Maxon, Guerden Gillet, Frances Tolle
Jonathan Newberry, Charles Belden, J P Runkle, Schu¥yler Bundy, Theodore
Spieglehoff., Slade, Moxon and Redbrook wereconsidered the best farmers of
the time.

Guerden Gilled came from the East. He was Superintendent of Schools, and
had a fine education. His daughter taught in the schools. He later moved
to Kenosha @nd became an Express Agent on the Kenosha-Rockford road. He

had a son that followed his father's footsteps. As Superintendent he greatly
improved dducational matters.

Thomas Salde was chairman of Board of Supervisors, he had popitical
amBitions. His pride was high when his son became a member of the Assembly.

Elmer Brainard held diffeant town offices for a number of years.

Abjah Pierce was an early settler and was considered an excellant
farmer in the town. Mr-Tolle was also an improtant farmer and very
prosperous. His son had held office of Town Clerk for a number of years.
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There was no real marked turning point in the Town's histdry; it was
more or less a gradual transitionn It was a period of slow development
form the time the farm was sort of & "World of its own" meeting all the n
needs of its occupants until the present day when dairying prevails

throughout the Townships

In 1885 there was a cheese factory in the community and later in 1888
butter factories developed. There used to be teams gioing through

the country gathering cream from the farmers. At first the cream

was accumulated by gathering in from the top of the cans. Later probably
about 1890 the separator was introduced and used. The famrers then
delivered the whole milk and tock back the skim mild, leaving the

cream at the factory to be made into butter. Along in the early nineteen
hundreds came the bottling plants, then the whole milk was brought and
shippend to the cities. In 1925 the Thermo Tank Cars came into use,
carrying gourty thomsand pounds of milk or more at a temperature of
thirty seven degrees and landing in Chicago at-a raise of not more than
one degree.

The change in the methods of farming followed closely the change in
handeling the produce. Horse power replaced the:ox team and later in
about' 1915 tractors began to" be used the first being an attachment to the
Ford called "Smith Famm a Tractor".

P .

The changes in ownership of farm lands was not dur to any great movemnet
The "Gold Rush" was the only one of great influence which dates back

to an earlier period. In a good many places the father's farm went to hi
his children and then in turn divided It among theirs. Other changes
were made because the land owner retired to either Kenosha, Burlington,
or some small village.

The ideal situation of the Township affords many bright opportunities for

future development. The accessibility to good schools is a great
faator in the growht of the Town of Wheatland.
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SCHEDUﬁﬁ FOR THE TOWN OF BRISTOL-COUNEY OF KENOSHA

FILED BY ERANORO EELEANOR JONES |
ADDRESS BRISTOL WISCONSIN

EDUCATIONAL CONDITIONS

i The Newbﬁry School in district number ten, in the towns of Paris and
Birstol was established in the year of 1861.

II The mambers of the first school board are as follows; Clerk, .
S B Myrick; Director, Daniel Marsh; Treasurer, J.D. Fowler.

IIT Yhr Pikebille School was established in the year 1858. Is is
located in section 33.

The Hazel Dell School in District number eleven was established in 1871
The Maple Ridge School in district number eight was established in 1878.

The South Bristol School in distirct number one was established in about
the year of 1872.

IV  They have no records giving the names of the first school board of the
Pikeville School.

The first school board mambers of the Hazel Dell School were as follows:
Clerk, Mr. H. Fellows, Director, Mr. Woodworth, Treasureur, Mr. Ed Hill.

The first school board members of the Maple Ridge School were as follows:
Clerk, Mames H. Karnes, Director Lyman Larabee; Treasurer, M.C. Kelly

V. Theé¢é number of years covered by records in my school are from.
1861 up to the present time.

VI . These records are kept in a private home, at the home of the school
clerk.

The late records (the past five years) are kept in the school

VITI The three "best" teachers my school had prior to 1920 are:
1) Kathernie Schaffer 1887-1889 (2) Lois Gray 1912-14 (3) Marie Ludwig 1915-18.

VIII The three "beat"teachers in the Pikesvilla School
prior to 1920 were: (1) Homer Lenoard (2) Peter Fisher (3) Lincoln 6ull.
Dates of service not given.

The three "Best" teachers in the Maple Ridge School prior to 1920 were
(1) John B. Maloney (2) William C. Crosby (3) Calvin Ward. Dates of
service not given.

The three "best" teachers in the North Bristol School prior to 1920°
were (1) HerbertE. Ozanne (2) Anna Liza Codding (3) Chas. Carpentar.
Dates of service not given.



TX The followigg teachers becmme distinguished afterwards {1

1) Katherdine Schaffer became a missionary and is now in Hanchow China.
2) Marie Ludwig has a very responsible position as stenographer in Kenosha.
3) Homer Lenoard became a doctor and did his practising in Kansas City.
4) Peter Fisher became a lawyer.
5) Sarah Devlin became principal of the Whitewater NOrmal School
6) John B. Mafioney was at one time 8iBeremt Superintendent of Schools
of Kenosha Couhhy, Clerk of the Circuit Court for six years, Postmaster
of Kenosha Post Office and is now teaching in the High School at Kenosha.
(7) Lewis Powell is now Distoict Attorney of Kenosha County
8) William C. Crosby is amanager of the North Western Loan and Trust
Coumpany of the First National Bank at Kenosha.
(9) Calvin Ward was a Doctor in the city of Kenosha.
(10) Herbert E. Ozanne became a minister and west as a missionary to China.
(11) Charlse Carpentar became a minister. Hee had charge at Appleton Wis
He died in the state of Mishdégan.
(12) Anna Liza Codding was a very very successful teacher. She completed
theaching in the state of Nebraska.

X  The Newbury School is a one story building twenty-four feet wide and
32 feed long. It is made of wood and was build in 1861.It is heated by
the Waterbury System, having the fresh air intack and foul air outlet.

There is a half acre of school ground, making the area of the paayground
a-bout one sixth of an acre.

There are eleven thrifty trees on the schoolground nine of them being
maple and the remaining two oak. They, the maples, are about 25
.years of age and are about three feet in diameter.

XL Schools in the town bf Birstol which emcell our are the following:

(1) Woodworth School: It is a graded school and has just been erected thi
htis year. It is a wonderful new two story red brick building. Its
grounds do not excel ours in any way.

(2) The North Bristol School excels our in the fact that it has better
prayground equipment.

May ‘I add: I dont think any school grounds can.exeel ours. We are
nestled among the beautiful mapels where so many of our birds make their
homes . In the springtime it surely is a pretty sight ot see our little
school secluded among th green leafy meaples.

XII  Our splendid Parent Teacher's Association is the one great acitvity
which makes our school a soclal center. The public is always invited. W
We have various programs. A good speaker, our own local talent, plays
given by the Normal School students and many times our own kiddies
participate in the program.

XIIT Bristol State Graded, Woodworth State Graded, South Bristol #1
MapleBidge School, and the Hazel Dell School all serve as social centers
#]m to the same extent as our school.

Xi¥ A1l classes of people use their eecreational opportunities. There

is certainly a very fine coooeration among all the people in the district.
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XV  There are no schools in the town of Bristol that are not public schools.

XIX The four best pubils in my ‘school at this time'are : Jack Westman,
Edna Hallaway, Roland Remus, Robert Remus.

XX In my finishing class two farm byys expec t to become farmers.
XXI One farm boy does not expect to become a farmer.
XXII My graduates are expecting to attend HIgh School

XXIII There are no pupils in my school from homes having llbrarles of
100 Books .

XXIV The farmeér families im my town who have larger libraries are:
(1) L.S. Fowler (2) Frank Roberts (3) Clarence Williams (
(4) Rev. J.A. Steen (5) William Foutke

XXV The weekly and monghly maga21nes which are the most common visitors t
to farm homes are: :

(1) The Wisconsin Agriculturist

(2) The Prairie Famrer

(3) Hoard's Dairyman

(L) The Wisconsin Farmer

(5) Successful Farming

(6) Woman's World

(7) Woman's Home Compation

(8) Copper's Famrer . s
(9) Household Journal

(10) Farm Journal

XXVI There isonly one boy who is now on the farm who finished my school
six years ago. This boy is James Christiansen. . o )

XXVIT Those having finished my school six years ago , who are now in

the city are:

(1) Bertil Johnson, who is working in the Nash plant at Kenosha.

(2) Henry Burgess, who is working at the Bowman Bairy Milk Plant at Chigago.

(3) Flva Steinback, who has a-capable position at Cooper's factory ‘at
Kenosha as stenographer. :



DRIFT TO THE CITY

XXVTIT The farmers who in the past five years have sold their farms and
remobed the the city arbe

(1) Willis Upson who lived in this described farm,E. side W. % SE £

53 acres, Hs,SEfF#% B0 a. in seciton b twp 1 range 21 sold his farm

and removed to the village of Bristol. He is now president of the

Home State Bank at Bristol.

(2) Geroge B¥yant who lived on the farm s E side,t6.5 a, S% 60 a. in
section 7 twp 1 range 21 sold his farm and removed the Kenosha and is now
doing factory work there.

(3) George Shepherd wholived on the following described farm com. 49 rods
W of SW Cor B % SWy N 160 rd. W. 70 rds. S 160 rds E 70 to beginning 70
a. in sec. 3 twp 1, range 21, sold his farm and removed th the city of
Kneosha. He is now working at a Dairy Plant in Kenosha.

(4) Christian and Ida Fiddler who lived on the following described farm
W B Swk (38.50) NE%,SE8%.10 c.,S%S% 20A. in sec 9,twp 1 Range 21,

sold their farm and removed to the city of Antioch Ill. They are

retired from active life.

(5) EDward Firchou who lived on the following described famr,Wset Part

of Ms SWk 53a. in sect 16 twp 1 range 21, s6ld hhs farm and removed to the
village of Brisotl He now keeps a small dairy and peddles milk there in th
the village. ' o '

XXIX

(1) George Jensen, of Danish nativity, coming from Bristol bought '

the Willis Upson farm '

(2) Louis Wiamnke, of German nativity, coming grom Brisotol Brought '
George Bryant farm o

$8) John Schwartz of German nativity, comigg from Bristol, bought George

Shepard
(4) Andrew Jansen, of Danish nativity, coming from Kenosha bought
Cheistian and Ida Fiddler farm

(5) Albert Krahn ofGerman Astivity, coming from Bristol bouth Ed.
Firchaw farm/

XXX The farmers who in the years betwman 1900 and 1920 sold their

farms and removed to the city arg: )

FARM DESCRIPTIONS DROPPED IN THIS COPY :

11) Herman Whienholtz-removed to the village of Bristol. He is nov retired.
(2) Casper Struck removed to Bristol. Now retired.

ég; Frank Gethsn removed to Bristol and retired.

XXXTI FARM DESCRIPTIONS DROPPED IN THIS COPY

(1) Charles Gitzlaff of German nativity coming from Bristol.

(2) Lousi Wienke of German nativity coming from Bristol

(3) Vance Gillmore of German nativity coming from Bristol.

WL



THE WESTWARD MOVEMENT

32. By conversing with old settlers T have obtained the following information
in regard to people who between 1880 and 1900 sold out and waet west.
(1) Ogcar Bishop went to Blue Springs Nebraska.
(2) Victor Tichards went to Ruehville Neb.
(3) Richard Joslyn went to Halt County,New.
(4) Fremk J. Struck went to Lake View,Ore.
(5) Horace and Theron Woodworth went to Neb.
$6) Sebastian Timeston and Family moved to Neb.
(7) Doctor Shearer went to Kimball Neb.
(8) Mr. Shumway went to California.
(9) Peter Struck went to Colorado.
¢10) Winfield Carpenter went to Balefield Colo.
(11) Van Wies, Eddys and Benedicts went to Towa.
(12) Edward Develin went to Austin Minn.
(13) Milo Britton, S.D. Smith, Charles Mathews, Will Tallotson,

George Tillotson and Chas. Gaines all journeyed westward at the

same time. They went to Kansas. ' '
(14) William Pickens went to Missouri.
$15) Henry Pickens went to Iown. ’
(6%) Charles Andrms wnet to Kansas.

\

33. T was not able to obtain any addresses of persons who could give
informationabout the prosperity of those emigrants who went to
particular localities.

Bpﬁconversing_with older persons now livigff who knew those emigrants
T learned that most of then went with money, went as farmers, settled
on famms and were well fixed financially for those days.

34. I was unable to ctlledt any letters or diaries pertaining to any info
information about the emigrants. They seemed to have been destroyed.

35. The following information was obtained from very aged persona. The
following people were among the earlier- emlgrants to go WEst during th
1850-1879.

(1) Dr. Roswell Borme,Kan.

~(2) Mr. Philip ,Ia. w1th horse and Wagorn.

(3) Horace Benedict,Ia.

(4) Castkes , Calff.

(5) Blackman's and Bryant's , Pike"s Peak.

(6) Thomas Bishop , Neb.

(70 Fdward Stevens,Ia. with covered wagon.

(8) Wwilliam Perrigo, John Perrigo, Abraham Gulick started west with
a threshing machine. Wherever they had the chance they would thresh.
They did this all the way out there. After reaching their destination
they sbld their threahing machine and purchased horses instead.

(9) James Nixon went to Mlssourl. He was one of the graduates of the
first graduatlng class of Kenosha HIgh ‘School. He became a Judge
while in Missouri.

(10) Frank BieekBlakisly weat to Minn. He d4id own a mill here, but

there not being enough power the mill was a fallure consegquently

he went west. L7%f§



(110 Fred Curiis and Herman Curtis went to Neb. as Methodist ministers.
(12) J.W. Richards came to Bristol in 1825. (ABOWE THE ORIGINAL COPY
TS WRTTTEN TN THE NUMBERS 1831) He came from the state of Ohio. He
moved to Indianz in 1853 and returned to Bristol in 1865. D.U.
Richards, Alonzo Richards and Carl Richards went from Brisotl
to S.Daktta. They drove through with the covered wagonin #BOctober
1879 settling in S.D. " Carl Richards is still there. He owns a
farm there and is progressing very micely. :

34, The following are the names and nativities of those who bought the
farms sold by emigrating families:}T was not abde to secure the 1nformat10n
for each but I did secure as much as possible)

FARM DESCRIPTIONS DROPPED IN THIS COPY

(1) Alvert Wienke,Ger. mat. , born in America.

(2) Danial Hunt,Irish nat.,Born America.

) Edward Develin,Irish nati,Vorn Am.

) Frank Struck went west as a butcher.

) Fobert Roberts.Cer nat,B. Am.
)
)
)

Henry Blackman,Dutch nat,B. Am. -

Mr. Shumway went to Calif- as storekeeper. :
Peter Struck who went to Colo. was mngaged in land work, he went
back to Ta. and became a fireman there. :
(9) Hirman Shurat

(10) Charles Andruss sold farm to brother George:

~ N N~~~
D=1 AT W

Most all a&f there farms were fertile. There was but little tiling done at
this time, the 1and belng qulte Bwampy.

The farms that Britton, Smith, Mathews, and Tillatson lived on were
very swampy. One of the old settlers told me that it was very common to
see rattlesmakes in their swamps. Now that land is tiled.

As stated Pefore the majority of the land was fertile and was not tiled.

37. These farmers are more propperous than their predecessors to the

"~ extent that they have more modern convenineces, for example: well
"drained land, more and better machinery, better educated, good reading
material on varlousi farm subjects etm.

38, There is a difference beteeen church relations in the fact that
there is not the interest in chruch work their used to be. Practically the
seme kinds of religion dominate. - o

39. We have one abandoned church in our town, this church being, Hosmen
Chapel. This church was one of the first bo be built in the towm

It was built -in 1857. This disbandment is due to the change in
population, and to some extent to the lack of interest on the part of the
so=called €hristians. :

40 The leading churches in our town are: (1) Methodist Episcopal T70%

(2) German Lutheran 15% (3) Catholic 10% (4) German Methodist 5%.
The above percentages are not statistics, but carefulestihates.

m
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ESSAY ON TOWNSHIP

The majority of the early settlers who came to Bristol came from the

New England states. They came mainly from the states of New York and Vermonk.
These early settelrs were ambitious, energetic, forward in all good work,
believers in temperance, religiously inclined, and interested in

education. These settlers were not wealthy but were very industrious

people. The date at which the town may be regarded as behgg battled

was about 1835. William R. HIggins made the first land claim in

the town of Briosol This claim was made aobut 1835.

The first famr was opened in 1836 ¥y Rollin Tuptle who plowed the prairie
Bristol was named for Rev. Ira Bristol. : . i

Bristol had many good leaders during its early period. Some of the
leaders in politics were: Hermon S. Thorpe, who wasmember of the
Legislature Sor 1849, member of Senate for 1861-62g was Chairman of the
Board of Supervisors for twelve years, was Assessor and held all school
offices at défferent periods. JOhn-Lacey; Ira Pierrce,

and Jim Kellogg were leaders in politics too. ' Those interested in
religion and who tried to promdte the good work were Jackson, Upson,

and Word. Wear really was the leader. He donated the land for the first
church to be builfl, then several of the good workers went into the
woods, sklected large trees, hewed them and prepared them for the
building of the church. This first church was built where the Westly
Chapel now stands. Educational leaders wdre Sereno S. Fowler. At that
tiem they had three examiners. It has been said if the teacher could
spell scissor she was capahbe of teaching. At about 1837 there were
several select private schools established in various homes. Sereno

S. Fouler and his wife were-both well educated.- Mr. Fowler was a graduat
of Harvard and his wife a graduate of a select young laides school &n
Southampton Massachusetts. They established a private school in a part
of their house which they expected, eventually, to grow into an
acedemical institution.. A great many students form neighboring twons
came to this school for their edcuation.  Fowlers built. for their school
the first fram house in Bristadl. This building stilll stands on the
north side of the Geneva road and is known as the old Tarbell palce.
Mrs. George Baldwin, Mrs. Simeon King, Mrs. Dr. Saunders and the Bullens
were among the#frr many students. Beaause of failing health Mr. Fouler

was compelled- théclose the school in 1847. This was a great loss. All
of the farmers at this time were good capable men, nohe succeeded another
There were no. stock breeders. , : -

Some of the laterleaders at this time and down to the present time are
as follows: Cornelius Williams coming from New YOrk to Wisconsin was
agtrat leader. He bought a farm and gave special attention to cattle with
the idea of e#s¥= enlarging his butter dairy, which fhe started inthe
spring of 1878. The was chairman of the Board of Supervisors @f
for 6 years and treasurer of a school district for 12 years. Bdgard Mead
coming from New YOrk was postmaster of Cypries,Bristol Township from
1856 to 1863-and was a Sabbath School Superintendent of the .
Methodist Episcopal Church for many years. Samuel E. Tarbell was a
strong ANtislavery man and strong in Republican politics, Cpimty
Bupertisor from 1867 to 1869, member of the Legislature for 1869 and
held many school offices. .
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Salmon Upson wasmember of the Legislature for 1860 and held many town
offices. Aaron Walker aame to Bristol in 1836 and was about the first man
to build a log house west of the Aux Plaines River.

Clarence E. Williams, son of Cornelius Williams is one of the leaders of
the present time. He was town superviosr for T gears, twon chariman for
3 years, jury commissoner for 25 years and succeeded his father in the
office as school district treasurer holding the office for a quarter

of a centruy. ; - i

William C. Bacon for 11 wemrs altogether has served as supervisor, and for
tow terms was chatffman of the board. He herved as school director for

21 years. He is a good leader in politics and odes everyihing in this
power to fubther the cause of public school education. Other leaders
alond the eddcational and political routines are: Willis A Upson and
Robert F. Roberss. ' )

Bristol, at one time was allYwoodland, although it was not heavily wooded.
Tt was told to me by one of the old settlers that Bristol had four
prairie fires. From 1835 to 1836 (ON THE ORIGIONAL,WRITTEN ABOVE 1836

IS 1863?) we had the largest invome of Wheat. The year of 1860 we had
thebanner wheat crop having the largest y#eld per acre known. Wheat
growing failed Baring the Civil Wdr. This failure was caused by the chinch
bugs. Some famemerscontinued in raising wheat but to théir disappointment
thegr crop was a failure. Soemthing new had to be introudcted. A man

by the name of LEE INRROUDCED THE RAISING OF FLAX. This bengg a new

coop, the fa-rers were timid. in $»img-inm trying it. Finally Lee
succeeded in finding a farmer who would try it. He planted th flax and
the crop was a success They threshede it by putting the

Tlax on the barn floor and driving the horses over it. The farmers
succeeded in raising flax thereafter and continued to do so far from

15 to 20 gears. o o '

Soon after the faising of flax took paace,dairing began to become more
prominent. Some of the larger farms established a dariy. For a time cheese
making was the improtant occupation. There were no butter Bactories
until after the cheese factories. Pmople who had

milk to be made into cheese whould take it ot a large dairy.

Some of the farmers who had a large dairy were Standard's,Holtz's

and Reckmeyer's. As stated before after the cheese factevies were donw
done away with, butter factories took their palce. Next, the shipping of
milk in cans took palce and lastly we have the bottling palnts. AT
prensnt most of our milk is shipped to Chicago after having been bottled
in our own bottling plant. Those hwo do not do this take their milk to t
the city‘of Kenosha and their it is bottged for the mode of life of the
fmar families changed with the changes in the farming method. Everything
was more up to date and they gegan torealize the value of cooperation amo
among themselves. o ‘ '

As agricultural methods changed so did everything change. MOre care whas
was taken with all work and everyone whshed to become more educated.

Uy
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There were no Badger colonies. in the western etates. The farmers who first
settled here stayed here and their children became interested in

the same work and so the work progressed with the times The new
fmailies that did enter were mostly of Gemrna nativity. Totdy the large
mafority of farmers here are Germans. There are some foreigners but very
few of them own farms, they are renters instead. These Gemrn fmilies

are very hard workers and do make a success at farming. It seems as
though the change of population here had not been so great as in many
ofther places. There has been quite a few changes of late but it has bee
been among our own townfolk. But as many are leaving the farms &he
change in popoulation will be greater. More foreigners seen bo be
entering in now but as stated before, they enter.as rentars, not

owners. The new families have helped the town to the &xtent that they
have learned the more modern ways of living and the more modern ways

of doing the work and thus benefit themselves and others.

The geaeral prosperity of the famrers is surely evidenced in many ways.
A great majority of the famr homes now have the .electric lights in

their home and in their barns. Those who.do .not get the power form the
city have aplant of their own. MOst lal of the moves have running
water and have furnaces. We have fine accessibility to a high school.
The Kneosha HIgh School is twehve miles form Brilsol and each school day
there is a wpecila bus which takes our gitrtk and boyd of high school

age todschool and brings them home. Specila bus rates are given these
boys and-girls. . - o o

There are theee churches ih our village énd‘gllywho wikh to gb to any
of these would have no trouble getting there as there are all good
roads leading to the village.

We have a fine cement highway connecting us with the city of KHeosha
Ehe roads are wg&l taken care of throughout the whole township.

Our rural conditions are modified by the easy contact Wiﬁh city life
and the fmem home of tommorow will be equal to the modified city home.
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SCHEDULE FOR THE TOWN OF RANDALL COUNTY OF KENOSHA

FTLLED BY SY¥LLA A KARCHER, BASSETT WILSCONSIN

PART ONE
EDUCATTONAL EONDITIONS

1. About 1850

2. No records to be found
4. No records

5. 1908-1926

6. No

T.

Mrs. Chas Crane (Mame Shanley) 1897-1900
Miss Myra Myrick K 1904-05
Miss Hattie B. Rogers 1896-97
8. Joseph Dalton 1888-89

Teresa Tobin 1906-0T'

Mimnie Werve 19Q9=13

 Mable Runyard 1908-09'
_Gertrude O'Conner 1913-19.

Gladys Kerkhoff.191$—19

9. Miss MYra Myrlch is now d01ng soc1a1 service" work in Cleveland Ohio.
Mis Chas. Crane is Chairman of KCo PTA.

10. Our school builing has one story. It consists of two rooms Its
dimensions are 4LxLl 3/4 feet. Tt is a frame building compgzted in 1910.
The "Meuller" hot afi furnace is used. Aoubt one acre of ground surround
the bulldlng,all of ¥hich is used as playground There are fourteen
trees, mostly of which are old oaks. The younger and smaller trees

are mapels and box elders.

11. I do not think any school in our town has better bulldlngs or better
grounds=although the Bowers Lake district has a new brick one ‘room
bmilding which is modern in every. way.

12. A PTA ﬁakes.our school a social center.

33. All the other schools have the same organization.

14./A11 classes use their recreational opportuninies.

15. No schools which are not public schools althought many of the childre
of school age sttend Parochial School at Munster in the town of Wheatland

16. This school is supported by the Catholic congregation.

17. These children attend our public shcool for three or four months in t
the winter.

18. Best pupils in school ¥) (a) Mamiel Dean (b) John Freeman
§c) Elmer Rush {§d) Ruth Winn.

20. In the finishing class two farm boys expect to become farmers.

N3

21. only one boy does not.
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22. T think only one of the threedgraduates in paannning to enter
high school. He will go to Wilmot Union Free High School/

23. NOne

L

25. Magamines found in homes.
(a) Wisconsin Farmer.” ‘
(b) Wisconsin Agriculturatist
{c¢) Hoard's Dairyman

(d) Successful Famring

(e) Famr and Fireside '

(f) Farm Journal '

(3) Prairie Farmer

(h) Mc Calls Magazire

26. Graduates in June 1920:Mary Hoffman, Joe Ruch, Reuben Schultz.

Joe Rush has worked ‘on his father's farm until March 1,1026 when

his father retired from the farm. Reuben Schultz has worked on the farm,
road and ice at different times.

27. Mary Hoffman is a Senior in the Mllwaukee Normal School

28.

DRIFT TO THE CITY

28.

(a9 Henry Biethan-retired to Bassett.

(b) Schlax estate- some of the heirs in Chicago=some in this vacinity
(¢) WInn Peterson—reomved to Kenosha—present occupatlon clerical work in
. Natlonal Banks.

29.

(4) Polish fmaily

(b) O'berg and Hines-Chicago

(c) Peter PEterson-Burlington wis.

IIT THE WESTWARD MOVEMENT
32. Harrison Wing,Sensca Wing, Frank Roblnson, John Hoblnson, George
Roblnson Arch Wler All to Harvard, Neb.

33. No information
3k. WO information

35. Robert Kelly and two sons. Iowa about 1870.

IV TMMIGRANTS ) ) ' ’ ’
36. Kelly farm sold to Gekmmrd Gehrand.Kerkhoff in 1867-Ger. for some time
in U.S. Seneca Wing to Jefferson Ice Co. Frank Robinson to Frank Hanke

Ger. descent. John Robinson to Fré/ Ferdinand Jahns-Ger. Descent.
Arch Wier=John ' Pochnlck Ger. Descent.

37. Some weére more pPropperous others were not-difference due to character
of people

38. Most of the early settlers were not affiliated with any particudar
church The newer families are principally Catholic and Lutheran.

39. No churches inthe town.

40. 50% Cathol##-37.5%Lutherans-12.5% Baptist,Methodist or Presbyterian .
o '
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PART TWO THE SOCIAIL ‘HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF RANDALL.COUNTY OF KENOSHA.

The early history of Randall is included in that of Wheatland, for Randall
was part of Wheatland until 8=- 1860. The majority of the early settlers
came from the eastern states-chiefly New York State, and were of English
descent. Most of the older settlers were of strong-sturdy character

with only modest material resources. They emigrated to the MI@dle

West to seek their fortuned amd all of them succeeded inbuilding up"
compfrtable homes and pleasant surroundings. Ther were keenly interested
in religious and edcuational mattern, although no church was organixed

by these early settlers. Nevertheless religiouslservices were held:®

in the different homes as well as in the school houses. o

The first twon officrs for the town of RAndall in 1860 were Oliver
Regnolds, Joseph Stout and Almerion Herrick, supervisors;

William Boower, ciérk; In 1861 Geroge Vinton follwwer Oliver Reynolds as
chairman. Town meetings were h&ld at the homes of different neighbors.
This was decided by vote. - One iflem gives the amount of $200 raised for
roads, $100 raised for a poor fund. A certain piece of property paid a
tax of $25,.thirty years ago. - In.198R the tax on the same property
amounfied to $347. In 1849 the amounfic of school money raised was $200/

TC 1924 the tax was $2L,662. Among the early leaders in politics we find
the names of William Brower, James C, Mc Kesson and William his son; Widliam
Harrison, Robert Fleming, and son John Fleming;Reuben L. Bassett, Martin
L. Hoffman,fonr Reynolds brothers John,Kenyon, Oliver, and Frank--

and Thomas Pacey. - J.C. McKesson was a member of the assembly for séveral
terms. For several years his some William acted as town clerk. M.L.
Hoffman was chariman of the town at one tiem ;John Fleming represented the
county as member of the assembly. Bouh he and his father Robert§ileming
were staunch Democrats. R.L. Bassett held several township offices‘and
was a member of the assembly 66fr one temr.. -Henry Bassett, father of
R.K+ Bassett was a pioneer of Randall township, coming here in 1842,
purchasing a farm of 120 acres, upon which, after improvements were made,
he stenfl the remainder of his life. R.L. Bassett was ‘born and rearde

in Washington Co. New York -and there received his-education. He came to
Wisconsin in 1846 and located on his father's-famr in Randall township.
With the exception of two years in Raicine, he made this place fhis

home for the remainder of his life. The village of Bassett is almost
entirely built on this farm and was named after the Bassett family.

He gave land for the failroad through the township. In addition to
carrying on agricultural operations, Mrt.Bassett acted as station agent at
Bassett for over 30 years and as post master for about the same length

of time. Other prominent characters of the éarly period were the four
‘McCommon's brothers:. Eachowned large adjoining farms on what was then called
the McCummon's Road. James lived-on-his famr during his entire life time,
while the other three bovothers, upon retiring from farm life, removed

to different cities. These farms are now owned by David Elfers,

William Winchell, Mrs. Anna Schultz and John Schaetten. Another large
estateron this MceCommons Road was omned in 1860.by Dr. Josiah Hyde.

His grandson Gewrge is at the present time living on the mame. John

Hunt in the early days was the owner of a large famm on the shore of

Rwin Lakes. At the present time the viladge of Twin Lakes occupies much
of this land. The land lying on -the lake shore-has been laid out in

lots, many of which have been purchased by Chicago people.-

G
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Among the later leaders of the township we note D.J. Vincent, now one of
the two assembljmen representing KCo at Madiosn. For several ¥gars

,Frank Zeffas has held the office of Chairman of thw town. Gilbert Kefkhoff
is the town clerk; Charles Freeman town treasurer, and Andre& Stohr
_assessor. Bernard Kerkhoff, now retired frmo harm life is a member of

the Board of Superviosrs. He still owns a large farm on the outskirts of
the village of Bassett. William'Kline, also retired from acitve work on
the farm was for several years clerk of the town. A.G. Stoxen now owns an
and resides on the Burr Oak Farm, one of the largest farms in the gown.

It was prev1ously the estate of Colonel Porter Webster Moore. Col. Moope
was reared in Beloit to which place he had been brought by his parents
when two years old. He graduaged from Beloit Bpllege in 1858 and then
studined law for two years. In the winter of 1860 he was admitted to

the Bar. At the outbreak of the €ivil War, he helped raise a company fro
service. In 1864, he was amde a Coloned @f his regiment, which in

the meanwhile hed been changed to a cavalry regiment. At the close of t
the war, he turned his attention to railroading at chibh he continued for
2 ears. At theend of this period of time he engaged exzlusively in farming
operations in Randall, owning a tract of 400 acres of the finedt land in i
the county. On Oct '8.1864 at Beloit Col Moore married Miss Ellen O'neill
who was born in the town of Randall, daughter of Jahn and Ann(NcIntyre)
0'Neill, the former a native of Iredand and the latter born at NY,NY of
Scotch parentage. The colone- was a member of the Congregational

Church. Politically he was a republican He was well known and highly
esteemed mot only in Randalll but as one of the prominent and influencial
men in Kenosha Co. THé/He was always as ready to support good government
&8s he was to defend it in the dark days of the CivilMWar.

Nearly all of the wooded land in Randall had been cleardd before 1860.

At that tiemwheat was the leading crop. About 1870

wheat groing failed due to the destructinw ehgek-bug-—chinch bugg.'

Yhe farmers then turned to the raiming of sheep and hogs. Gradually
dairing took the place of the earlier methods of farming so that the year
1880 found Randall a datry twnsp. Butter and cheese factories were build
tP#At the present time no butter or cheese factories are in operation.

The Bordon Milk Company has efected a large milk plant in the village

of Bassett and the majority of farmers in Randglll deliver their milk to
this factory. The milk is shipped in takk cars direct to their city plant,
where it is bottled for city délivery. With the invention and manufacture
of improved machinery and famm implements, many changes have been

made in farming methhds. In many cases power farming is

supplanting horse power.

The mode of life of the farm familiss had also improved $hé/with the
change in farming méthods so that at the present time, we find many
modern conveniences in the famr home.

A few farmers responded to the lure of the new prairie wheat lands of

the west, so easily reached by the new railroads. Among these were Harrision
and Senaca Win -

5]
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Ciroulor lattor to our fosenroh Alde in tha Four Loxaslor
gountiage

pooy Prdonds

I havo jJust rouchud homo aflior tha trip on whiolh I
visltod most of wou Tor the purpoue of anlisting your ald in
assonbling matorial eith specisl reforence to populntlon
ghanges 1n your TOWnde :

In tha couras of ths canvuess, which inolulel chort counvoruae
tiens with & oonuluercsblo numbor of Dporsons, cortoin LlioLue cans
to ma abouts faoilitating the work ana saking 1t mors Jollniioe
Qs of thous sdobs I will wet forth Lora ws provably tho wout
Cunuenontcl ono for working oub the plonm gob fordn in tha
~ahisdula for tho study of Looel History whileh wuwe 1.0t in your
BanlGe I8 iy Uhla:  tho town cloik of oaoh town will huve in
nio possossion w file of tho amusl asssusment »olle fo» tho
fownse 100 tusovsuint odl il gonteln 1hs punes of &ll lund
CuinotE STTULZoL wosoriing L0 tho soecbiong of tho Townulhl) in
whioh Lhoy oan luand. Tow oxnmplo, tha Xiut will bogin with
goetion ong and, probably on 6 alwila pago, Lhedd will Lg givan
tihe nawes of ell poragong owning land in sceolion ong, togolhon
with tho Qesoriytion of thao (oot in Survoyor's symools ¢ £ W

sarsor of & o quartor, & W quorior of U T guurior, Lcl.) und
tho aunbar 0f voros ausogaed Lo the individuol ownere. Il widl
bz found that those ligls of lend ounors renmain relatively
nemsanatte  Whal wa want Lo know, howovor, i the onkniod in
wneddhip thet took pluco, lot us say, 4GCO48 DY JeCLIU.

34n0a wa have plads, proparad from madtoriad furnlohod &t the
cbsiraot offices, of tho lone canceds of all of they towig in €ho
four foundtics fox 1860, wa osn voly Proparly dugin our wxuninotion
of tux volla at that dato. Tho sugosstol mothod 18 thiu: go
to Lho voun olorkls olficoe, LakBirng with you & pupil or sorscne
who sun wrile tha namsa Leom your dietutliony geb out tha fux
Poll for 1360 snd he ftox poll for 1470; apin ihe 4wo wooks &b
Ccorragponaing pasos, begin with {the doseriptions of londs wnd
ownorgihizs Tor ausllon ono &l ooupurd thoe two lists of nemou.
Eg Lhors ar9 any owmnsrs in 1870 whogs namou Lo nod apposnr {n the
1560 roll, thouo 4o new OWners and naturally paveons who hove
sone in to Lhs town during thoe precading Lon yours. Muio & Ligt
of their» nemot indioaling dn ¢nol casy tho seoiion in wiioh thoze
newod LPHRET 68 owndPI but not noecsasarily the desoriptlon of the
land thay own though this would ba an soceptable additions

Having medo the comphrison of tho thirvrty-nix soations o
whatover the numbor 38 in your town botwoon 1800 and 1870, ro%
out now the roll for 1430 snd compurs 4t scotion by ssotion wils
the roll for 1870, listing tho new omers as bofora, “hon Toilow

with the roll. for 1890, that Lox 1900, the ono for LU0, tho ons

L
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for 1720 and lastly tho ons for 192D

T Judeo that you will £ind the teklng of the Liot ol all
now 1ond ommers by dveades £rom these assogsmont rolls will
b2 o Job which, in tho cego of ¢ town thnt w»eprenente an
sxact tovmship, of not moro than a hall dey. hen you heve
tho list c¢omnlotod 4t will roprosont the bost and most Gefinits
1ist ofT now setilera that can bo procurred without too much libor,
You will 8lgo havo, from your reoord of farmars who sold oul
t0 now mon, a gorrvasponiing list of probadle omisrvants ee
thoso who wont woest or those who retired to villages, or thoss
who gought the elities,.

With thaso two lists in hnnd, you will now be ready o
- intervicw old people asking thom aboul ithe lfemililes thet sold
out &3 to whore they moved and what becams of them; and you
can also obiain youwr noodod informatian about the Tamilics
whoe movad in, 8s to thole racicl and goographical origin and
the influsnco they had upon tho community. In dther woris,
youwr intervicws thomselves will be much mory effeciive I
Jbuged upon sush & suggested 1ist of now ypurchasers and iiat of
thosz who sola thalr farus.

‘ Tou will doubilogs £ind that the nuwaber of translsrs in
cartain decndes wasg notlcanbly laresy then in others. “Man you
“nave thege Faots you should ausk your informants for the oxplanstion
of 11 und you will doubtlass bo adle to find that thors was
spsoiel reason in the conditiony of agricultural localltiss and
cin the oenticemanlo of wowse localiilos &f a distunce «=- for
example, tho rush to soma prairie drea like Minnosots, ledbraska,
south Dukola, vlc,.

Let ms add that we do not oxpect the imposasible from our
aids but will bo very woll plesasod if rou will work oubl o Tew
thinrs wells For cxemple, ghould you find 11 bduxdsnuomo to
wrlts oul unswers Lo all of the quostions updgr Tducationul Cone
ditions, I would net Vo ,lisposed 1o rejeosi a papor for that
roagon. inon I romind you by way of emphasis, th-t our ¢hisf
latorest is in populution onanges, you will see what Tsatures
of ths sehoedule wo will be willing to let you toush upon lightly.

With bost wishes for your euccess, I remain

Sincarely ydurs.

SLf - Superintendent.



