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Schedule for the Stuay of LC?ca~~is ~of 1-Jis consin Rural 
Towns- Prepared. by Joseph Schs.fer (Publishea by t.i:1e .:.:itate 
Historical Society of •~is consin 1926) 

Instructions 

1. Use any good bonO. paper, size 8i?; x 11. 
2. Wri. te on one siae of the paper only. 
3. Leave a margin of tWJ inches at tne 2ft. 
4. Number the answers to correspond with the Questions. 
5. At the top of the first page, place the following, 

filling in the blanks: 
Scheoule for tne Town of 

County of __ _ 
Filed bs 
Acidress ----------------

6. The answers shoula be typewritten, or· execute a wi tn 
ink in a legible hana. E:special care sho;.la be taken 
that all proper names ana nates aamit of no misreading 
by one unfamiliar· with tnem (a, o, U 3 n, w, i, e, T ,F', L, ~, l, 
7, 9 are a~-' t to be trouble some ) • 

7. Do not fola or roll the sheets. ;;)end. tnem in .flat. 

b. lvlail report ana essay to the !Superintendent, ,~tate 
.dis torical Society, NaO.ison~ Wisconsin, oei'or•e l•.;.arch 1,1926. 

PART ONE 
I. ELOOATIONAL OONllll:TIONS 

l. Name and give date of establisr.Jll1ent of your o-•. ,n school. 

2. If recoros ar·e compJ.e te from oate of esteblisn.ment, give 
names of first boarQ or school oommittee. 

3. Name. locate (in township, section, ana quar'ter-S!iOCtion 
and date the beginning of any older school in your town. 

4• Give names of fir tit boerd., if records sur;ply t.nsm. 

-~ . Name the years cover-eo by the recor<is of your school. 

6~ Are tnese .t:eeon1s le pt in a fireproof place? 

7. Name, and give dates of service, ct: tne three "best 
teachers" ~~ursschool ha<i prior to 1920. 

8. Give similiar information about six ot.ner notable teaclle rs 
of your town. 
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9. If any of the nine teachers named became oistinguishea 
afterwarcs, state who a .. nd how. 

lOQ Describe your school-house and grounds: one or two 
stories, dimensions, numbe.r of .rooms, material used 
in construction, aate of erection, lieating syntem; 
number of acres in grounds, area of playground, number 
of trees, their size or appl!Joximate age and the principal 
kinas. 

11. Narne any schools in your tot,;n wnich have better buildings 
or gr·ouncs, an c. state in wna t v:;ney excel. 

12. Name any activities vJhich make your· school a social 
center, sucn as lee tures, rural cluo meetings, ;u.fulic 
nealth clinics, recreational assernblies, ;agents, sciil>ool 

exhibitions to w:t.Ji c.L tue public is invitee. 

13. Nam.e otner ~clhools of your town whicil serve as social 
c.;:nters to the same or· £ greater extent. 

lLj .• Do all classes of tne people use tneir recreational 
opportunieits? If not, sts.te Hnat classes ao not 
an6 give reasons. 

1,5. N~;me, with aYproximate date of founc.ation of eacn, 
any schools in your town ~vhicn are not .;ublic s c.tlools. 

16. riow are they supporteo? 

17. Sta.te what effect, good. or bao, tney have: uoon the 
public school. 

ld. Name tne most notec. teachers they have hsu. 

19. N me tne cOJ.r best ;JUpils in you.r scnool at tcts tinle. 

20. In your finishing clsss, h~w many f21m 0oys ex9ect 
to be farmers'? 

21. how man.) ao not'? 

22. Naxn.e the higner schools your grac!.uates B.r<o planntns t;,) 
·ante.r. 

;:.J ;,Jhat _JrO)OrG';.on Of jOUP r)U.)ils s.r·e ir•or:~ 110D;6S ilQVi. rl;_j 

ltL~2~ies of luO booKs or more? 

L 

24. Name tt1e Barmer famiJ.ies in voar toc-Jn ,,;,"·~ have 1"a0. 

larger librajries. (The infomation can easil;; be 
obtained for you by the otner teachers tr1roue,h tue ir pupils.} 

25. Name the weekly and monthly rnagazines wni ch are tt1e 
most common visitors to the fa(!'Ill' homes of your to>-m. 
(The l::Jcal postmaster can give 'J'OU the information.) 

~ 
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26. Name those who finisned in your sdhool six years 2.go 
that are now on farms. 

27. Name those who finisheci in your school six years ago 
that are now in some eity, ~<:ith occupation of eacn. 

II. DHIFT TO 'I'HE GI'I'Y 

28. Name farmers wno, in the past five year·s, have solei 
far:rus in your town an c. remove a to tm city, gi v:JL.ng 
present occupetion. If trJJay ID ld in oraer• to re-tire 

from active lif'e, inoicate -c;ne fact by writing after 
tr:e name t.£J.e word. 11 retire a. 11 

29. Name the persons ~l o b::lll ght tne se farniS, w itn the place 
or countr-y from which eacn canl6. ('l'ne otner teachers 
of the town, enlisted !by telephoneor otherwise, can 
readily ascertain tne ne:mes anu na ti vi ties of net.; 
fanilies in their ciistri cts by obtaining r·eports fr·om 
pupils. Tney c&n also abtal. n the names of the families 
tba t sold out.) 

30. Obtain from the old residents of the town, names a.nd 
occU;)ations of fa.rmers who between 1:;\JO ana 1920 limla 
their farms ana removea to tr:e ci UJ. 

31. From the same SC!l1. rces obtain the names and nativities 
of those vJho bougn t tile forms sold. 

J:II. THE \NEST~,;JAnC lVlOVEIVl.BN T 

32. Prom old. settlers ootain nan es anc. aestinati ons 
(post ofii ce aad.r'esses if possible; if not, stste aniti 
county) of those from your town wno, oetween ltH::lv anaa 
l9JJ~ sold out and went west, indicating in each case, 
if possible, tne type ot farm sola (lare;e or small, 
fertile or infertile, wEi l cn'aiined or swan py). 

33. Obtain addresses of persons Wl o can @;i ve ini'orma tion 
,bout t.t1e ;:;.cosperi t,y of tn\ll e emigrants who went to 

particular localities. 

Ja. Lccate, if .JOOSible, collc ctions of ::etters, diaries, 
etc., sent back by such emigrants after ttJ ey left yoJ.. r 
to\m, and ascertain if such m:: terial could be securea 
for the State historica Society. Gil e addresses of 
persons having cffirge of them. 

35. If possible, find ;nmevery at.ed perSJ ns Wllo can tell 
about earlier emigrants f ID m your town who may lJave 
gone to lVlinnesota, to Iowa, Nebraski..a, or :r,ansas au ring 
tJ:Je l850's,1860!s, cr 1870's; give nameiss far as 
you can -orocure tnem. 
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IV. HJl\lj_IG R;:U\ TS 

,36. Obtain the narre s and. nativities of t.nose who bought 
t.ne farms siblci by emigrating families, also learn 
vmetlrer or not tney viere recent ax;rivals in t.ne U8. 
If Americans, inaicate their native states, or at 
least ths ::osction of t.ne ccuntry from vl'1ich t.c.ey carr1e. 

37. Are tno se farmers more prosperous t.ta n tre :ir prea..ecessors? 
If tl1ey are, how is tne fact explaineo? 

36. Wnat differences in church rel atior:s are tiee.r'e between 
these newer families and thosl>i who left the town? 

39. Are there abandoned churches in the town? If so, are 
th3y due to disban<ied anngregations? If so, was the 
disbandment due to the cD. ange of poqulati on jus 1: note a.·: 
If not, ·hrhat was t.ne cause? 

40. 1!JI1at are todHy the leHding chtu•c,rJ.es in ym r to~m, or 
to what chur<llie s ao t.l:1e people of yogr town belong, 
and what proportion to each? 

lftlilt T T'.\0 

Follo~ving tne ou.tline below, pr-Epare as essay of 3000 
to 6000 -vwrO.s on the follm1ing subJect: The doc ial 
i:iistory of the Town of ____ .. " ___ J CoUnty of __ .. _ .... _ .. _. 

OUTLIHE 

1. T11e early se!_tlemen~. llin&re tne settlers cmr"e f.!OO:tn; 
t.tlei r char~cter, material resources, religious and eau­
cational funte.rests; aate at wnich t.tJ..e town nruy be 
.regarded as having been nsettled 11 • (Obtain your facts,as 
far as oossible fr•om ala men and 1rcra:en-not fr·om the 
the CO.l nty history, Wl'J.iCn we already have- and lind t 
your discussion to 2r:o 1-vords.) 

2. The town's £eaders during the early £eriod. Name 
·t.bose wno leci in politics, b-.Lose wr.o were most prominent 
in religious and educational .ratters, those w.t1o were 
considered. the best farmers, stock breeO.ers, etc. ""Uso 
any who are notea merely as being remarkable personalities 
or as having had remarkable experiences. (Let y<l!Ur 

information be new, and linli t thi>s section to 500 wortisl) 

3. La:ter leHders, and orominent 2.£ original c::haracte.rs 
©6Wri f1j) '!L:ha p'R~~'If.' :!fire • \Limit t.n i s s e C t i 0 n to l .. J 00 wo rei S • ) 
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4• Tir ning-point~ in ~ to-wn 1 s .oittory. (a) Agricu.l t1nal 
wnen theland b"came clE.:ared in tne vo oa.ea. towm.h ips; 
(b) ·vnen wheat gro1.dng faileo. in the prairie townsnips; 
(c) v.b en O.air,} ing by tne coo;.Jerative met11oo., or by 
sale of milk to the cities, took tr1e pJa ce of earlier 
rr.e thods of farming; (a.) changes in the mode of life of 
farm lfie.milies which accompanied changes in far'ming .nrethoa.s. 
{About 500 words.) 

S. Emigration anci irmnigration. Relation to changes in 
agrici:iit'U:ral methods. The lu.re of new )rairie wheat 
lands reached by ne1,-J railroads. Bad.ger colonies in 
the western states. 'Ine farm rs who helci on, the 
kinds of farms they .t.a d, readjustments mao.e. The 
new families, who they were, 1r:hence trey came, how 
they llave fareCJ., what they have done for the to1.-m. 
(About 1000 words.) 

6. Present conditions and prospects. GeneraL prosperi t;y 
of farmersevidenced by the home·s: moo ern conveniences, 
flowing water, ligh~ing s~stems, etc. Acceasibllity 
to high schools. To churches. County anri neighborhood. 
pari,cs. "-.,ighv-1ays connecting wit1: villages ana cities. 
Rurual conaitions moa.ifiea by easy conta~t witn city 
life. 'l't~e farrrl rwme of tom.mor·ow. 
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Tim SOCIAL HIS'l'OtZY OF THE TO'iHJ OF 31\l,EI!f. 
COUl,~1' 1{ OF 1\EN_OSTTA • ~~ jt/2./.P 

;. The earliest sottlePs of Salem wcr'e almost v1J. thou·t 
an exception from the ens tet'n states, rn~inci pally 
New Yorlc, Vc1•mont, and Connecticut, and of I•;nGlish 
descent. Coming west as they did ompty-haJldod, to 
an unsettled t'egion,with no friends, no hoJpitality 
to welcome thorn, they were, ind(3ed, undaunted r~ionoers 
seeking a place in wh:tch to bu:tld a homo and roar a 
family. Practically all of who. t is now tho nor thorn 
pill.,t of the town of Salem VJas included in a grant of 
land· made to nora tio Train, .John Dodge, and the Bullons 
by President .John Tylm~ in ;:L$:3....8. .. and 1_13;;_9.. The sou thel~n 
part was granted in the same year to I,ewis Hatch "and 
A. W. Benham. This was resold for an average of :,?1.25 
per acre. In most cases husband and wife worked toga the!' 

-·to build their first log house. Only the barest necess­
ities of clothing and equipment were brought from the 
former home. One family, coming directly from Scotland, 
brought chests of table and bed linen, and clothing 
enough to last for some time; also, a. few bool{s and 
dishes. One of the earliest churches was a. Primitive 
Methodist near what is nov; BrassBall corners. Man;r of 
the first settlers of NoDth Salem were Spiritualists 
and held regular meetings in the old Brass Ball Inn. 
To this day, an opening througH~"the 11 ::q::iri ts 11 were 
s~id to enter, remains in a door of thA old inn. All 
reminiscences are replete with s~iritua.listic lora. 

> A Congregational church was erected at Wilmot , one 
at Liberty Corners about 1850, and a Union Church at 
Salem in 1874. In 187'l, the Methodists withdrew and 
erected the present edifice. The first school to which 
pupils had access was one conducted by a Mrs. Dual at 
her home in the northern part of the town in 1845. 
It was a one room log structure and each child carried 
with him his rush-bottomed chail'. Mrs. Yaw taught ·a 
sj_milal~ school neru" the pl"esent village of Trevor. In 
1858 a "select 11 school was o~aned by Mr. and Mrs. 
Bosworth in the church at Liberty Corners. It was 
co-educational but was soon discontinuad.Wilmot had a 
priva. ta school in 1880, taught by \Villia.m Griffith .. 
Pioneers say the town was s ettlad in the early 40 1 s. 

~. As a political leade:tt, Alexander Bailey was promi-
nent.He came to Salam in 185qand proved a valuable 
member ·of a growing con:ri:nuni ty. During the summer he 
tilled his acres, and in the wintett'was a. schoolmaster. 
Thomas Moran, a prominent judge of ·,Chicago, was one of 
his ~upils a. t the Barnard School.Mr. Bailey held many 
local positions of trust, and also served as a member 
of the State. Legislatu.l'e. Dia. Francis Paddock, who 
came from New York in 1838, bought land around Paddock's 
Lake, - 500 acres. The Paddock faJ.~ms, which are now 
owned and operated by his grandsons, are well-known 

! ;::::;. 

1 /~,;:'•-'· 
• ·I .r " l rN I! 1, J r, 

Ct,f~~' 'I 'r '·; 

in agr:+cul tura.l ci:ttcles. Besides his profession, Dr •. 
Pa.ddoclqva.s a. ,lea.de~~ in local •affairs, and was elected 
to the Sta. te Legislatu:tte. ·In 1854 BX'adlet Stooke!' 1 · · 
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who lived in Brighton, purchased land in Salem, lator 
retii•ing to the villae;c. Ho '!las a succos3ful buolne:J.3 
man and becrune an extensive land owner. Abraham and 
Newcomb Crowley cnmo from New York via tho Erie Canal 
at an early day. They wore eood farmers and successful 
financially. Abraham bought land boN1oring Croon Lake, 
and it is now owned and opert\ ted by his son and a c;rand­
son. Eli Bloss came in 18GO.By day labor at fifty cents 
por day, he saved enough to make a pa~yment on a 120-
a.cre farm. lie was prominent in social and political 
affairs and a leading stock-breeder. Charles Curtiss 
came from New Yol'k in 1844, and purchased land ncar 
1revor.Bis sound business methods enabled him to add to 
this until a 400 acre farm is now owned by descend­
ants. Lemuel Booth came ft'om :New York in 1840, purchased 
governme11t la11d and laid the foundation of one of 
Salem's finest farms, passing th;Ls on to his sons. 

Ja..1nes Tu1 .. no ck came from England in 1846, and purchased 
· a 150 acre farm 1Nhich is still owned by his son, James •. 
·- He went to California in 1850, bu~eturned six years 
later. Samuel qipley~ who came f~om-the East in 1855, 

was interested in fast horses as well as farming. He 
and his wife~vere ardent church workers ... James Minnis 
came from Scotland in 1849 and went to California. 
His family arrived one year later, and on his return, 

·; located on a farm at Brass Ball. This farm is still 
owned by descendants. The Chris. Browne family is 
remembered as leading in social and educational affairs. 
They v1ere workers in church and Sunday School and all 
were fine musicians. Edward and Thomas Healey were 
respectively teacher and lawyer. The latter was sheriff 
in 1866. Thomas Stockwell came from New York in /'037 
and purchased 400 acres of land • The original homastead 
is still in the family, being owned and operated by 
a grandson. 'rhe Stockwellslare good fal1 mers and stock­
breeders, and advocates of higher education. Theron 
Hollister carne at ar. early date from Connecticut and _ · 
served the pioneers as a Methodist preacher .. Among 
other early leaders were;Henry Brown from New York 1 in , 
1836;Elias Woodworth and Jotham Bassett in 1842; 
Andrew l"oste1•, New York in 1841; Peter VanAlstine, 

()·.· ·. ·.·. ·. 
Q~ 
·'/ New York, 1836;the VanWie family, New Yorl(\in the L+o's;,..;;., ·· 

D. C. Burgess from New York in 1837. He lo~atecl at · 
Brass Ball, his farm being one of our bast, and now 
in the hands of the third generation. A. D. Co~nwell 
came from the East at an early date and was prominent 
as an agriculturist. All these pioneers were the 
ances toPs of this town 1 s present day leaders • 

.s~ Prominent among later leaders 'wa,s V'/alker M. 
Curtis. He was an extensive land owner, held many , :. 

local offices of trust, and served as a member of the 
State Legislature. A co .. worker of his was Wa.J:td Bloss .. 

··'·.He owned a fine farm neal" Libettty Corners. and special ... 
:: ized in_ s~ock-:-raising_. He had peen one of the town •a .· · 
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successful teachers and his cduco. tion fitted him fol' 
the church and s6cia.l leader ho became. Of a. different 

"£ype was Matthias Loeschor. He cnmc from Germany when 
b~t a boy, learned the hatter's trade in Now Jersey, 
later coming to Chicaco. Seeing the commercial ro:Js­
ibilities of the rural districts, he and his brother, 
Char los, oonduc ted a store at Brass Ball in the early 
50's. When the Chicago and North Western Zailway was 
built in 1856, a village grew up at Salem station; 
and at this place Matt Loescher built up his home and 
heritage. He was a Civil 'Nal' veter~an and served as 
postmaster many years. The office is now filled by his 
daughter, Jossie. George s. Huntoon of Salem is known 
throughout the county, having spent practically all 
his life on one of the finest farms at Brass Ball. 
At an early day 7 he bought 90 acres of land on Paddock's 
Lal<:e for ~$35. per acre. In 1925, he sold 89 acres of 

}/ 
() 

• it for ~~100,000. He has capably filled many rositions 
of trust.F. F. Smith was one of the well-educated and 
prominent farmers of the town. He was dependable in· 
business positions and is remembered for his thrifty 
and frugal habits. Matt ~eiter is a farmer and success­
ful business man and has served several years on the 
town·boa.rd. Thomas Fleming, a son of Patrick and Nellie 
Fleming, who were early comers to the Irish settlement 
on Silver Lake, has been an influential member of town 
and county boards. The estate owns numerous valuable 
pieces of property.Dr. Wm. Fletcher of Salem is a 
leading practitioner not alone in his own village, , .. 
but in the ·entire county. He specializes in electric v. 

and X-ray practice and is prominent in community work., 
Walter Carey of Wilmot owns and _operates the flour 
and feed mill, was the organizer and is the president 
of the Carey Electric Light and Milling Co .. , and an 
extensive land owner. Louis Hegeman, Wilmot, is pro­
prietor of a hotel which was opened by his father in 
1868. Mr. Hegeman received a business education in 
Milwaukee, supplementing it by a course at Valparaiso 
Normal.He has acquired a comfortable competence and ~ls 
an advocate of better education. Co. Supt. R. s. 
Imlenfeldt has contributed much to the educational 
welfare of our town. For four years he was principal 
of the Union Free High School at Wilmot and all his 
pupils count him a friend. He labored untiringly for 
the erection of a gymnasium, and fo t:> the promotion of 
the West Kenosha Co •. fa.ir .. Wm. G11iffi th and John J. 
Kerwin were popula1 .. County Superintendents. Rev. s. A.·. 
Jedele has been a faithful leader of the Lutheran . 

· congregation of Wilmot for a number of years .. George , 
Higgins of the same village is taking a prominent 
part in law enforcement. Mr$. Elizabeth Phillips, a 
widow past eighty-six, owns and manages a large f.arm · ... 
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at Camp Lake and is active in community and church i'Jork • 
Joseph Dalton, who was a prominent teacher a f cv1 year a 
ago, is a prosperous merchant of Silver Lake. He has 
served in many positilions of trust, including county 
assessor of incomes. R. T. Bufton is the Silver LaJce 
hal•dwa.re dealer and a leader in church, social, and 
business circles of that village .. Eric Hansen as cash-
ier of the Silver Lake State Bank, takes advantage of 
his many op:or tuni ties to serve the community in 
social, religious, and educational affairs. Descendants 
of the George Stockwell, Rufus Smith, McVicar, Paddock, 
Hartnell, Cull, and Evans families of Salem; Patriclr, 
'Lubeno, Mutz, and Sheen families of Trevor; the McDougall, 
Gauger, Faulkner, K:rtuclDIJan, Owen, and Nett families of 
Wilmot; the Sohennings, Wicks, Dixons, and Schmallfeldts 
of Silver Lake; the Turnocks, Gae;gins, 'Stewarts, Robbins, 
and Browns of Liberty Corners ;and the Beimers, Orvises 1 

· • Bruels, and Yaws of Camp Lake are the town's repre­
sentative people. 1 About forty-seven years ago, there 
came to Salem a Joseph Hartnell, who, with friends and 
relatives, had been exiled and lived in privation on 
the island of Anticosti for years. By dint of labor 
and economy, Mr. Hartnell was able to send means for 
others to come, until our village had a colony of Vlha t 

. was known as Islanders. It included the Clark, Hartnell, 
and Gregory families .. None o·f the original colonists 
could read or write. They re~ed large families, many 
of whom are now honored and :t'espected citizens.Mr. and 

.. Mrs. Joseph Hartnell, Jr. are the only ones of these 
original colonists now residing in this village~ 
The· most ecc,entric character of the community is a 
John Shutterly who lives with his two sisters ir· poverty 
near this village.Some twenty years ago they came here 
from Gbicago, Mr. Shutterly stating that he wished to 

1 

organize a music class. On account of familt~ eccentricities, 
no pupils appeared. However, it is a fact that the would-·. · 
be master is well qualified. He has tutored in the 
University of Chicago and is a student in a literal 
sense. Though lacking the bare necessities of life, they 
have hundreds of books by English and French masters. _ 
A short time ago a package of second-hand books came for 

. him from England by parcel post, postage ~nd duty chal"ges .· 
collect .. Though the amount was less than :j;i2. 00, he · 
was unable to pay it but asked th e postmaster to hold 
them until he could procure the amount, as .they were 
rare copies and he might never again be able to secure 
them. They persistently refuse aid and allow no one to 
enter their home. A most unusual character was David.· 

. McGuire of Sl.lveJ:I Lake, whose weight was 785 po.unds. , . 
At one time he was a. farmer •. He had many offers from 

amusement companies .to sezt.ve ·as an attl'action but he·' 
, I. 
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invariably r>efus ed / 1 fearing he would 11ot bo well-fed." 
Ten pallbearers wer>e requir>ed at his burial .. 

1/, Tho fir>st settlers were home-seekers in a 
• true sense. Comins from the East and landine at South­

port(Kenosha) o1• Milwaulcee, many of these men tramped 
tlwough the country until they found suitable home 
sites.They found enough p-pen patches to fill their needs 
of tillable soil, for their agricultural implements 
were few and crude. A fEY'I found abandoned cabins, and 
in those th~y.dwelt until a more suitable house ~ould 
be erected. Many of !.hom, having been reared on hastern 
farms, were not slow to r>ccognize ~he possibllitie, of 
this virr;in soil. A flour mi11 was bull t on Fowler> s 
Pond in the northern part of the town, and another at 

··Wilmot in the southwestern part on the Fox River. 
Little wheat patches sprang up around every cabin and 
at these two mills flour> was made for home use.During 
the 1850's enough land had been cleared and. implements 
improvised, that the settlers availed themselves of 
the, wheat markets which had grown up at Southport and 
at Milwaukee. Transportation was made by oxen or horses, 
j;he Milwaukee trip requiring nearly a week. Lumber and 
provisions were taken ir1 exchange .Much of the travel 
was over the old Plank Road, which followed the town 
line across the north-east_. passed through Brass Ball, 
thence through the valley south-west to Silver Lake. 
There were four toll-gates between Kenosha and the western 
terminal, the last being near Silver Lake.During the ~ 
1860's the wheat crop was abundant. Such crops pro- • 
duced in a comparatively primitive way, required abund­
~nt man power, and the Civil War had called many farm-

~ers to the front. Besides, little stock had been raised· 
and ,the soil was being robbed by enormous yields. 
From the close of the war on to the 1870's, many farms 
changed hands.Some war widows were obliged to give up 
their homes; other farms changed hands because of lack 
of help. Young men were going West. The chinch bug had 
destroyed wheat crops until the far>mer no longer felt 
financially able to l:'isk his labor on wheat. During the 
70's and 80's there was a period of stock-raising. . 

. Butter was made in the home, one aged lady stating she 
··had the cave of one hundred pans of milk daily ... Butter 

sold as low as twelve cents per pound; eggs at eight 
cents per dozen.Some tr>ouble arose about the erection 
of fencesj pasture land having always been common. 
One farmer who finished his rail fence Saturday night 
after days and days of labor, found it leveled to the 
ground Sunday morning.Wi th the advent of the late 80 1s 

··· and the 90 1s, the lake shore cities had assumed such 
proportions that this section was needed as their source 
of milk supply .. Cheese and butter factories sprang up, 

· and Chicago became the leading market. Invention had made·· 
i'arming.easier, and instead of producing c.ropsfor the 

market, the agriculturist produced cvops to feed hia 
dairy he~d.In pionee~ days win~ev was a time ot leisure, 

l . . ·.·t.v· . . ,. ' 
' ~ ' _, ' 
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but dairying made· winter as busy a time as the summer • 
Dairying brought a prosperity farmers had never before 
lmown, and with it came fine farm buildings that are 
now monuments to the prosperity of the bcginnine of tho 
twentieth century. 

This survey reveals that immigration has been 
a greater factor in the development of the town than 

..) 

- )·-

.~ :; ·'"' 

has emmieration.It is rapidly becomin9 a resid~ntial 
district; many who left during the 70 s and 80s ret-urn­
ed • Dairying has been our banner industry. At one time, 
the conditions accompanying farming were such as to 
hinder intellectual advancement. There was no time for 
study, there were no funds for expensive recreation. 
Stories of the possibilities of this fertile section, 
dotted by its rlacid lakes, traveled ft:'om these settlers 
to their friends in the East. ~avel was becoming easier/ 
Those who blazed the trail came via the.Erie and lake 
route, or in covered wagons. As soon as railroads were 
built, there was an additional influx.Eastern farm lands 
were impoverished, and therr-:l was that ever-fasltilnating 
call to the young to go West .. One str>ong ca.l1 from our 
town was during the gold rush to California~-;:~11 who ~~~­
survived returned to this place. Few permanen"b~adger tr.lt.AJ ...... V,JV\1 
were established in western states. One was at, or near · 
Riceville, Iowa, where about a dozen Salem people still 
live. Most of these were not farmers who soid their lands, .· 
but young men who went west to begin farming .Homes were · 
founded and they remained. A.111ong the Iowa colony we find 
William Minnis, Benjamin Judd, Francis Paddock, William 
Davenport, John I•5cNul ty, William Hartnell, John and James 
Murphy, and Frank Cornwell.In the Nebraska colony, were 
Lincoln Cull, Charles Cull, Seymour Smith, Fred Van"Nie 11 . 

and Robert Runyard. Monroe Wicks went to Minnesota in 
the 70 1s but returned twelve years later. Oren Wicks 
also Peturned from Nebrasl<:a. William and Frank Munson 
went to Florida.Much of the Salem land is low and levelf 
with poor drainage. The farmers who held on were the.:;)e ··· 
who foresaw the comrner cial advantages of geog~aphioal 
location, and were progressive enough to brave the dis-

.. coura.gement of the failure of the wheat crop, through 
the stocl<:-raising period, to the .time of greatest prosper­
ity, which ended about 1920, while dairy prices were 
highest.These men tiled their low lands and tilled every 
available ac1•e .BeinG in the glaciated region, many farms · 
afforded immense mounds of g:rtavel of a firost-class quality. 
One of the largest developments of this industry has . 
been made by the American Sand and Gr•avel Co., operating · 
pits at 1Nilmot and Silver Lake. As times grew better, 
and as factories grew up in Kenosha, the young men and 
maidens were no longer' content to work on the fai'ms. · 

.' V'iives and daughters found more. lucrative employment 

.<than farm work .. Education'\... led them to look for mental .... 
· instead of manual labor .The eal'ly owners retil'ed, . • 
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leaaine; or selling thoit' lnml.'l'ho in-comlnr:; tonant::~ 
·. · wevo, almost without exception, Gcn•mnns, whoso wi vo::~ 

and daughtot•s wo:r•ked sldo by s:tdo with tho mon. ijomc 
of these Germans had como from tho Fatherland n. ffJW 
years previously and worked in .alwaul{OO or Chicac;o 
for a time. They became first, farm laborera, thon 
tenants, and now, comprise the majority of land owners. 
These new comers who arrived between 1890 and 1920, 
wrought many changes .They a't'e noted for their indus­
trious and thi'ifty habits; they came ·with little or 
none of this wo1•ld 1 s goods·.One such immi:~l"'ant wished to 
buy land, but lacked funds.'l'en of his German friends 
each loaned him ~~100 .. 00 that he might pay :;;1000.00 
down.It is needless to mention that he has made good 
and has vea.red a large family. i\eligiously, the-ma;jor­
i ty of these people are Lutherans .A few adhere 'to the 
German Methodist faith, and a vet'y small p~-r. cent are 

, Roman Catholics.This partially accounts for the thi'ee 
abandoned Congregational churches, Methodist and Con­
gregational being obliged to unite to keep up an English 
Protestant church in such communities. Our Germans are 
Germans and Wish to remain so. 'l'heY display a oo;nmend­
able cor~~riity spirit among themselves, but form a 
clas~;ocially "a sepa:ra te and dis tinct from the English 

. peopi~. Though tbeir Illo ther Country had laid dovm rigid 
rules regarding school attendance, they apparently 
breathed the breath of Freedom in America.It has been 

, with reluctance and upon advice from the truant office!'· 
that German children complied with the Vvisconsin 
compulsory school law. The majority of these children 

.. leave school at the completion of eighth grade. During 
the last five years, their attitude toward education 
has changed for the better, though but yest0rday an 
old-type German lady, on seeing an eighteen year old 

• ·. American boy come home from business college exclaimed, · 
"Ach, a man .. ·He should vorl~:. 11 Thfus e people are living · 
examples of thrift and economy that we might well . 
follow; examples of fellowship that the dignified 
English have long since forgotten, if in fact such 
weve ever known. If the ~~o types can but bridge the 
gulf and unite forces, what a sturdy, intellectual 
element we shall pour into the life blood of vVisconsin. 

'.· 10 During the years when the town of Salem was· 
included in what is known as the inner milk district 
of Chicago, farmers enjoyed high proices for dairy 
prooducts, a prosperity which is still evidenced by the 
large and well-equipped barns which the traveler sees 
on every hand .With the advent of. the tank oar, which 
is in principle an immense thermos bottle, mounted on a 

·truck, a.n .outel:' milk district has been established . 
with the result tha. t milk can be ship~ed to the c1 ty 
within a two hundred mile .l'adius and be delivet9ed more· 
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p'omptly and in better cond'i tion than was pass i ble 
dm•ing the days when the "mille train 11was t!:le sole 
means of milk transpol~tation.Few of the farms at'e 
large enough to produce sufficient feed and pas turo · 
for the large dairy herd::J ar:d wi t'l. the last year's 
drop in milk p:r• ice , the forme ro dai.rymah has no choi co, -
he must begin diversified farming.A large proportion 

·of the rural district homos are electric lighted. 
The farm wife enjoys her vacuum cleaner, hor oloci;dc 
washer, and iron, and John's T. B. tested co~s content­
edly munch their silage by electric lip;ht Vlhile the 
same power milks them .Some f'lrms have private lighting 
J:lants, but the ma,iority obtain thelt' r:ow:on from a 
central J:la.nt at Wilmot .scarcely a. ~ouse -wife depends 
on the old time wood-fed range in summer, kerosene and 
gasoline having supplanted it. Comparatively few have 
installed a flowing wate1• system. 'i.'here such is found 
power is furnished by an electric motor. More than half' 
th e rural dwellings are furnace heated, as are many 
of the schoolhouses. The county gravel -pit is within 
this town, thus facil'\itating hard surfacing of roads. 
There are nineteen miles of patrolled gravel road, 

"';-

·.· > and eleven miles of concrete. In the vJes tern part of 
the town, is a Union Free High school off:arlng a four 

·. year accredited course, which is also listed as a 
· ·· · .. Fedel.,al Agricultural school. Excellent courses are 1 

··' 

provided in Home Economics and !''arm Carpentry .A concrete 
highway leads to Antioch, Ill. three miles distant, 
where is located another excellent agricultural high 
school, which admits 'Nisconsin students at~ nominal · 
fee.. Kenosha 's new ~$1, 250,000 .. 00 high s cho OJ\Whi ch opened 
in February, 1926, also receives its quota. of Salen . 
students .The Kenosha College of Commerce, the Racine­
Kenosha County \ural Normal at Union Grove, the Congdon ... 
Schoo+ of Music and Expression at Kenosha, an agricultural" 
school\at Rochester, and our proximity to '."lhitewa.ter i · ':. 
and Milwaukee State 1\ormals, combine to give our boys ' : 
and girls the best of educational advantages, an 
opportunity which is not being ignored.This town, in 
which are situated five villages, cares for the spirit-
ual welfare of its people through six churches whose 
congregations are live, working bodies. There are two .. 
Methodist, two Community, one Lutheran, and one Catholic. 
All these churches-with the exueption of the last 
mentioned are truly community centers where the people 
meet for social as well as devotional hours.Our town 
has been blest by Nature with natura.l.park sites., but 
the public has been slow to purchase and develop them.· 

·In an early day an enti:tte block in the village of Wilmot 
was qona ted by A. W •. Benham as a public -pal'k .It now . 

• , sel'ves as the site .of a .seve~ x-oom school building and 
,,_ 
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a large gymnasium, and with its vonorablo oak~, is a 
fitting monument to a public spirired pioneer. On tho 
shore of Paddocks Lake, on State Highway 50, is a froo 
tou:t'ist camp. Located only fifteen miles wo:Jt of Kono:Jha 
on a No:t'th Sho:t'e bus line, and offe:t'ing an ideal picnic 
ground with excellent drinking water, abundant shade, 
swimming, !'owing, camping, and fishing, 1 t is not suro·­
prising that this spotpas a continuous st:t'eam of visitors 

. dm~ing the sununer season.TI:ven in winter it is not desert­
ed; there is skating, tob'bogganing, and coasting. All 
this is the pl~operty of the Old Settlers' Club of · 
Kenosha County .. At a roecent meeting of the county 
boarod, a committee was appointed to investigate the 
county park problem. Public sentiment is strongly in 
favor of the 11back-to-Nature 11 recreation idea.The 
rural community furnishes homes for two classes of 
people .2. those who are employed in the city and find 
the country:.~ a more economical place in which to live, 

·and those who seek to produce the city's food supply. 
Truck-farming, poultry farming, and dairy products 
for summer resorters and for the growing city of 
Kenosha, has made the rural home a ve~y differoent one 

.·from that of a decade ago. The farmeros 's sons and daughte:t"s .. 
arise early, but not to till the fertile acres, or · 
to milk Old Brindle, but that they may 11 checlt in " 
when the seven o'clock whistles blow at the Simmons 
Factory, the Nash Plant, or the Allen A •• Addres~ing 
the N. E. A. recenjdy in convention in Washington, 
Frank Lowden, former governor of Illinois, made this 
statement: "If the ci tywar d trek of the rural youth 
continues as rapidly as it has in the past five years, 
the next generation will witness a farm population .. 
largely composed of the physically and mentally unfit.", 
TI1is is alarmingly true of this section. Farm boys 
and girls are not choosing an education that fits 

them especially for roural life, but for the city with 
its shorter hours and assured -pay .. The country home 
is up-to-date with its R. F. D. , its telephone, and 
its radio; but its occupants ar~ wage earners in the 
city who appreciate the low ren"W.n the country. With 
the zoning system which is being 'worked out co-oper­
atively by lake shore cities from Milwaukee to Chicago, 
it is evident that in the near future Salem fai'm 
homes ~ill be suburban homes. Each. year adds to the 

· , number of those who dwell in the country but work in 

. ' 

.. ~ '' 
... 

' . 

<;,'"_. 

... ·· the city. Concl~ete highways lead to Kenosha· and thence 
to all lake shore cities .Many d1~ive their own cws to 
the city daily, others take advantage. of the c. & N. w. 
trains, and still others the four daily Noi'th Shoi'e 

! ..... 

busses. Owing to the short hour jobs in near-by factories, 
it is well nigh imposs :1 ble to employ farm hands. It · . · '· 
is only those incapable of holding a factory job that~. 
will consider farm labor. Wives and daughtel'S who .. 

. formerly helped with the milking and othel' chores, 
or in the hay-field in a pinch, no longel' do so. The ·.c., 

house-wife. ofteil tends·. poultrY and garden and has · · 

. , I · · .: · : ·, · · • . ">ril · 
. . . 'il(~rn Kehosfui CtV. Hist. $qe; · / r \' 

.. '· ·_,,;,·,, ;· l 

. f • · .. ·"· . ·j 

1 
': lj 
1 



~aJ.em,. lO. 

" -~-

'·.:·. 

---?-: 

·' \.' 

-.. '. 

roe;ula.r customers for he1• produce in the city. 'I'ho 
recent T. B. testing of the dairy herds is turning 
many from dairying to diversified farming. All lake 
property is ,being bought by development companies, 
subdivided.,a:t;~d sold for summer homes .. 

. ·. 

_,.f,• 

······ 
',.' •. 

·::'.:. ·, 

,. 

! .. 
I· 

'I 

l' 

,. 
, __ .. 'i. 

i 
i. 
I 

. t. ~ 

i' 

···'-. 

•. 

'. 

; >': 

,_._.· 

. ' . ~ 

<i 

. : -~ 

;,_,,. 

' 

·,_. 

.',I 

··: 

·'··' 

' ' 'V-\ 
.· .. '_\;; 

... 

·t' 

. ': 

''' 
'.' .... 

' ' I~ 

'' ,,· 

~- ' ·. 

4 



Salem, 2 .. 

(. 

:~· ... 

11 .. The village of Wilmot bas an entire block, beauti­
fully shaded by stately oaks~ pinefi,a.nd maples. Vw'hile 
its schoolbuilding is a seven room one, it is not 
modern, having last been remodeled in 1879. It excels 
other schools in the town in its gymnasium, a 48 by 96 

. feet structure, with stage, balcony, moving picture 
machine, and a basement equipped for manual training .. 
This building was made possible by funds and donations 
from the towns of Wheatland, Randall, and Salem. It 
is owned jointly by the Un'~.on ~·'rae High School and 
the Graded School districts. The school house is 
owned by the local district and rented to the high school. 

12.0ur school house is located one-half mile out of 
the village and is no~ a convenient place for community· 
gatherings. The school has a P~ent-Teacher Association, - ) 

.• and excellent p~o~ams and aocials·are given at the 
· village hall. 

13.Mound Center, Brass Ball, Liberty Corners, ~evoe 
(m~etings held at community hall), Wilmot{gymnaaium), 
and Silver Lake. 

14.In the Salem district, all Catholic child~en, six 
in number, and one Lutheran family of three, attend 
parochial schools in the city of Kenosha. Their parents 
do not join in our social activities. Several of the 
German families, though their children are in the 
local school, do not attend popular lectures, socials, 
or lyceum numbers, ~efarring their own card parties 
and dances, which are attended by theiro German friends 
almost exclusively. They do not enjoy a formal program. 

15.A German Lutheran school is held at Wilmot from 
September until Eastero. I am·unable to give date of 
its oroganization. 

16 .. It is supported -b~ the Lutheran Church., 

17.It has proven disastrous to some pupils who were 
. , ·unable to keep up both public schoolwork and that 

at the German school, which is held from 4P. M. to 
6 P. M: 'l'hey were not allowed by the teacher to drop· / 
German sohool, so failed their grades in the public 
school. 

lB. Rev. s. A. Jedele has conducted the school since 
he came to that charge many years ago. 

19 .. Jean Minnis, Gwendolyn Shotton, ·Marguerite Griffin, 
and Harold Fennema. 
(Note: Jean is an out and out Schtch lassie, Gwendolyn 1a 
father has 'just l'e.oeived an 1nheroitanoe fl'om England, · 
M~gueroite is an Irish colleen, and Harold is a full­
blooded Hollander)., 

·. We\!tern Keno~ha C~y .' fiisi. SO<:· . · \ ~0 
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20. There are no boys in the class. 

21. - .. 
22. Four out of the seven gi~ls in the class intend 
to enter high school. 

~3. Only two families in the district have 11b~a~1es 
of 100 or more books. 

24 .. None .. 

25. Weekly: The Wisconsin Farmer. 
The Wisconsin Agriculturist. 
Hoards Dairyman. 
The Prairie Farmer. 

Monthly: The Country Gentleman .. 
Successful Farming. 
fu tte.r Homes and Gardens. 
The Ladies' H8me JOurnal. 
McUalla. 
The American. 

More than 50% of the rural people take a daily paper: 
The Tribune, The Herald Examiner, The Kenosha Evening 
News, The Racine Times-Call. The Racine Journal-News, 
and Die Abentpost .. 

26. John Hilbert, one out of a class of seven .. 

27. Anna Marie Besch, stenographer, Kenosha. 
Lloyd Db:, factory, Kenosha .. · · 
Rose Krahn, employed at u. s. Serum Plant. 
Eleanor Johnson, Whitewater State Normal. 

II. DRIFT TO THE CITY. 

28.J. D. Fowler,-retired. 
. b.John Stephens, -retired •. 
o.AlbeJ:tt Haase, .. factory tn Kenosha. 
d .. George Stockwell, .. aged- retired •. 
e.Fred Schenning, - rented a f~m~ 
r. George Pierce, - aged- retired. 
g. Wm. Schenning Est. - division. 
h. V. T. Taylor,-
1 .. Ralph Silvernail, - Janesville factol'y. 

,~ 

j. Madden Est. - d1vis1o~ 
k. Jennie Burdick, -~Y'oia for debts~~~~-
1. c. v. Cook, -work on county highway. 
m. Ch~les Tindlay, - day laborer in Kenosha. 
n. August Pesch,- aged - retired. 
o. H. L. Smith, - Racine, deceased. 

P• 0. G. Nelson, - Chicago. 
q. Clement Kronke, - retired toP years, tal'm rented. 
1'. Moran Bros .... day laborel's. 

WEI!>tern Kenosha Cty. Hist. Soc • 
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29. a. Francis Elliot, - Chicago- lake property. 
b. Fred Stephens, .. son of John Stephens .. 
c. Benj. Stah~, -Kenosha real estate doaler. 
d.· Philip Stockwell, - son of George Stoclcwell. 
e. Rachel Bufton, - daughter of F. F. Smith, who waa 

the owner previous to F. Schennins. 
f. Mrs .. Wilcox, - daughter of Geo. Pierce .. 
g. Otto Sohenning, - son of vv.m. Schenning. 
h. Paul Wisnosky, - Kenosha. 
i. Martin Gallagher, -wealthy resident of community. 
j. Mrs. John Madden, -widow of John Madden. 
k. Charles Wilton,,- wealthy resident of community. 
1. Har:tty Bai,rstow, -wealthy Chicago investor. 

,m. Nick Hilbert,- adjoining farm. 
n. Har11y Bail's tow 1 .. weal thy Chica.P,o investor. 
o. Hailry Bairs tow 11 .. Wel;ll thy Chicago invea tol' • 
P• Herman Siedschlag, - another farm. 
q., Harry Bail'stow, - wealthy Chicago investor. 

30 .. 
a. J. A. Foster, -retired'- Kenosna. 
b. A. L. Fowler, -Chicago. 
c. Ward Silvernail, - factory at Janesville., 
d. Charles Cogswell, • California. 
e. Kester & Elfers, - Kester in a hardware store, 

Elfers on another farm. 
f. Wm. Johnson, -retired~ 
g. Henry Muttel', ... retired,. 

·h. Charles Coggin, -Florida .. 
1. Jas. McVey, -retired -Antioch, Ill. 
j. Ward Bloss, - retired.. · 
k. E • R • Wills , .. New Yorl<: .. 
1 .. Hegeman Est. (G. A, Voltz) ... Kenosha. 
'm., H .. E., Robbins, -California. 
n. Anthony McCafferty, -Chicago. 

, · o. Mrs. Coffin, - Chicago .. (lake propeztty) 

.31. 
a. Leo McVicar, -American. 
b. John Stephans, -American.· 
c. Ralph Silvernail, - son of Ward. 
d. John Gallagher, - Irish. 
e. Davia Sand &@ravel Co. .. Chicago., 
f • Wm. Schultz, - German. 
g. Jacob Malesky, - German -Pole., 
h. Nick Hilbert, - German. 
1. Gear ge J ank, - German .. 
j. Walker M. Curtiss, -American. 
k. Harry Bairstow, -wealthy Chicago investor~ 
l. Harry Bairstow, -wealthy Chicago investor. 
m.. ~ thul' Foulke 1 ... German.. . · · 
n. ~ed Mattern,-· German.· 
o • :By:tton, Col'b1n, ... English. 
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III. THE WESTWARD MOVEMENT. 

32. William Hartnell, Riceville, Iowa. 
John and James Murphy, Riceville, Io~a. 
Frank Cornwell, near Osage, Iowa. 
Andrew Pattet'son, Wot'thington, Minn .. 
Wm. and Frank Munson, Florida. (Sold two\ large, 

fertile, well-drained farms) .. 
Note. 

Very few families sold farms and went Weat; 
it was mos~ly the young men who went when they 
wished to begin farming. vVhen sons left, large 
farms were divided, thus making room for immi­
grantd, at the same time making it possible 
to farm the remainder of the homestead, after 
the young men were gone. 

33. William Minnis, Riceville, Iowa. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Murphy, {105 years of age), 

2601 Portland Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 
%M Mit a .. Cargill.. . 

34. Wm. Minnis has a few such letters that were re­
cently returned to him by his sister who lives at 
Salem; letters he WI'ote to her when he first went 
West. It is likely that he will be willing to donate 
them to the State Historical Soo'y. 

Miss Flot'a OI'vis, Salem, Wisconsin, has letters 
written by her father while he was in California 
in 1849. r· can obtain copies, if not. the originals, 
in a short time. · 

35.Benjamin Judd, Mitchell Co., Iowa. 
William Minnis, ~Uceville, Iowa .. 
Francis Paddock, Hiceville, Iowa .. 
William Davenport, 'Uceville, Iowa. 
John McNulty, Riceville, Iowa. 
James Coles, Riceville, Iowa. , 
Lincoln Cull, Oakland, Burt Co., Nebraska. 

· Cha.I'le s 6ull, s a.me • 
Seymour Smith, North Loop, Nebraska .. 
Robet't Runyard, ---- Nebraska. 
Oscar Munson, .-----Kansas. 
Monroe Wicks, Minnesota, (returned after 12 years). 
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IV. IMMIGRANTS. 

36. Wm. Grant, English, direct from England. . 
Matthias and Charles Loescher, German, recent arrivals. 
Peter Schlax, German, recent arrival. 
John and Edward Gallagher, Irish. • 
Patrick Flemming, Irish, New York. 
Patrick Dugan, Irish .. 
Thomas Gaggin, Irish. 
John Hasselman, German. 
Timothy Garrety, Irish. 
Patrick and Michael Fahey, Irish. 
Joseph Gadd, English, dii'eot fi'om England. 
Volney Bassetts, American, 'New York. 
Peter Lenz, German .. 
Charles Gauge!', German. 
Antone Kaiser, Ge!'man. 
Hen!'Y Beimer, German, reared 1n Wisconsin. 
John Schmallfeldt, German. 
Michael Hoye, II'ish .. 
Frank Schwa!'tz, GePman. 
Joseph Volsberg, German. 
Jacob Reiter, German. 
Dennis Murphy, II'ish. 
The VanWie family, Dutch,· New Yoi'k .. 
William Schenning, German. 
Peter Mutter, German, New Englan d. 
August Grulich, German, long in the Tl. s. 
John Bienke, Gei'man, long in the u. S. 
William Krahn, German, long in the u. S. 
Note. 

The Irish came from Ireland to· New York and 
worked until they had money to come farthei' 
West. Many of them bou§ht land boi'dei'ing the 
inland lakes, saying, I don't care about the 
land, i~a the wa-ather I want". Lake pi'Operty 
is the only real estate moving on the market 
in Salem today. The Germans were recent ari'ivala, 
but had worked in the city a~ a trade before 
coming as laboi'ers to the farms, farms which 
they eventually owned. 

37. The consensus of opinion is that they B.I'e not 
so prosperous, due to the shortage of. farm labor, 
the high cost of living, inability to obtain loans 
at banks to tide them over difficulties. The main 
reason that Salem farms will not sell today is that 
where a.salaried man or a wage earner can seeui'e loans, 
a farmer can not, no matte!' how urgent and legitimate 
the need.There is little ~ansfer of land, though 
~any have rented their farms. More money is handled 
than hel'etof'ore,but it is impossible to save as_.muoh • 
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Salem, 7. 

.. 

38 .. Early com-ors were Congregationalists, Methodists, 
and Spiritualists. Later comers were Catholics and 
Lutherans ., 

39.There was an abandoned Congregational church at 
Wilmot, one at Salem, and one at Liberty Corners. 
The abandonment was due to lack of unity among ~ra-
tes tant congrega tiona. Each small village could support 
but o:na chul'oh, and when tho Il'ish and the Gar•ma.na 
came, building up the Catholic and the Lul:heran 
chul'ches, the Congregationalists gave way to the 
Methodists, the stronger of the two. Previous to this 
they had held Union services, or alternated their 
services. 

40. 
The Methodist and the "Community" churches are the 

most popular ones in Salem.Fully fifty per cent of 
the people of the town support one of these. Lesa 
than ten per cent are Roman Catholics, and there­
mainder is about -equally divided between Lutherans 
and German Methodists. 
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Sal om, 

Notes that d~ not fit in the outline. 

Mrs. Emma Gas tle Pal'ldn, 
627 ·Clinton Ave., Des Moines , Iowa.. 
11 Where the Castle far1;, is loco. ted on the Genova 

l\oad( Bristol} wa-: originally to be a villaeo called 
Jacksonville. That must have been befol'e or about 
1850, as the Asbutty Free Chapel or M. E. Church 
wa~uilt there in 1852. Across the road and to the 
west a little was the parsonage. The Castle homo 
(now), then the Jackson homo , was an inn or tavern. 
West of the tavern was the store and the Post Office, 
which burned down many years ago. Across the street 
was tho blacksmith shop. When the railroad went 
through to Kenosha, it , of course, went south of 
this loaction and the village for the town of Bristol 
was located at 1 ts present si to." 

Mrs. H. E. McVicar, Salem, Wisconsin. 
"The first school building in Dist. #2, Salem, 

was a few rods west of the residence of R. M. Paddock. 
Previous to this, the children went to the school 
at Grant's Corners, Bristol township. The school­
house was built by Parley Foster about 1848. At 
its completion, the neighborhood gathered for a 
dance. Refreshments we1,e "pot-luck", Brown Clark 
bringing a peck of hard-boiled eggs. p. c. VanAlstine,. 
Andrew Fos tor, and Francis Paddock to ole the part 
of the school board. Funerals wore held from the 
school house. The first one was a child, Orville 
Earl; the next, Mrs. Rebecca Jackson.The first 
teacher was Sally McArthur, then came Jane Stockwell, 
and David Smith. 'I'he reco1~ds were burned in a fire 
that destroyed the building about 1861. The present 
one was built two years later by Orlando Foster. 
The first teacher I have a record of was Ella Patter­
son. The treasurer, A. W. Foster.Lee Baxter, Andrew 
William, and Harriet Thompson all moved west. Lee 
Thompson is now living in Fairbault, Minnesota. 
The others are dead." 

Mrs. c. F. Parkin, whose address appears above, is 
in possession of a diary written by ·,'/illiam Champlin 
while he was with Washington at Valley Forge. Of 
course, Mr .. Champlin never lived in Salem, but 
many of my most helpful notes were given by his 
great grandson, George Huntoon, of this village. 
I think you could. procure a copy of this diary 
if you wish. Jane Stockwell, mention of whom is 
made above, lives at Springfield, Ill.,a very bright 
lady, who can write some interesting memoirs. · 

~~ 
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~~chc<h1lo for tho to·,rn of i'n.ri::;. 
County or Lcnn:_-;1~n p 

()1-t!/q ~;qz[p 
Jo'i ll.orl b_y ('rvo<1a Cr:lJ\0, 

Union (;rovo, \':lnco· :~in 

1. T)lc nxnct rhto or 1-.hr: ec.-tr<bli.::hmont or thn ,_rj_,; r;I~J':!·,,>r 

;,c1J.oo1 ri[·d; e r;o,. ;) , ir:; Ull~-TJ0\'{l1o :-;c~lOOJ ~::'LG ~10}(1 ~- !~ 0~.r, 

:~o~~\0 of ._.,/~1":'. ~)U~JV/C}} :.-;or:lC~.·1·}·,0:"'0 ~·.round 1:'/-5. J[o·"::·;,r(_,~·, :~· r~:-.r; 

•,me no r.choolhour,c ~m1 no ;;chool di;:;tric1; unt11 ,._C!·,"r ~~.1; 

lc:c:;t 1GG2. I found in n.n old churc}1 rocord thn1; 11 clmrc}, 
mooting vrns held in tho ::;choolhousc in 1852. Iio·:rr:-vc'r, I 
h:1.ve boon unn.i;le to receive D.ny other inforwd.;ion in 'ra.;:crd 
to tho date of ostnblishr.1cnt. 

2. Tho first school boo.rcl was Er. Fonk and J.:oses ::uswEJll. 
'l'hc other moJ;tbor is unl~novm. 

3. Tho Paris Corners f'-chooJ. in Section 17 :;, ·,i. -;,"!inS 
orGanized before Paris Center. Tho e::mct dato of establish­
ment is unl~novm. I found a record that shovmd that a sc~ool­
house was at Paris Corners in 1849. It must have s•..:;ood 
there at least several years prior to that. 

4. The first school board is unknown. 

~. 1853 to 1861. 1860-1926. 

6. T!1ese records are not kept in a .fire-proof plo.ce. 

7. J,:rs. Hovr:trd §h~E~lt .. :- 1914-1917. 
I:ary Buswell ":.5'iirst teacher. 
;.:agr;ie Gallagher - 1892. Still teaching in Chicago. 

8. ?.:r s. Mary D. Bradford? 
!'yron Ba1~er? 

David Flc.pt 1 
Lucy ·;;'escott Geor;::;e? 
:.:arie Ludwig - !.915-1918. 
Katherine Schaeffer - 1887-1889. 

9. Urs. L~ary ;: • Br~1dford - noted educator. 
:~yron Il::t.ker - lnv':'rer in Kenosha, Deceased .. 
Dnvid Fleet - ,Judge in Hacine. 
Lucy ··,;escott - music teach0r in Chica;o. 
l.\uggie Gallagher is still a capable ter~cher. 
:.:ary Busvrell Burgess vras a teacher in high school in Eenosha. 

(Deceased) 
i,Tn.rie Ludwig - Sec. of' the Loan and Trust of' tho First 
National Bank of Kenosha. 

d.~ 
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:::Y!.;hnrino ;,chctoffor ·,i.;;:::\.o,·nr;r to Cr>-in8 .• 
1 n. T~:c rrl~[;r.nt Gchool1"l01\Gf" of Di:-. .d;. ;:o. ;~ :~.s [\ one ~tory 

lmildinc; t':rcnty feet ·aido ::>.nd ~·.hirJ.;y fofJt lon[> It i::; a 
one room school, n. frn.r:\c bui1dinc; tho ::;anc ''" ·:rl1r~;1 Pir;,{; 
bui1 t except for tho addition of ~,n •:ntr:,r. A lbcl-~ctod 
J'urnnco in the room .f'urnishod tho hoo.J.;. Tho c;round is 
rc1Jovt n.n ucro, ubr~Jt ~ of an acre beinG pln.ycround. Thoro 
are tl1rec trees, soi't m..'1plo, about fifteen feet hiGh, · nd 
about two n.nd one-half feet aro•md. 

11. Paris Corners has the best school grounds in the to·;m. 
It has a row of trees all o.round the p1aygro'.tnd, <>.nd an acre 
and a half playground. 

12. Our school has aP. T. A. which·:tonds to make it a 
sociul center. 

All h .. -r- -rhrs.e .se.J.,.,.,f,. 
13. }g~x J obho oeho~l ha&'ea P. T ~ A. making a total of 

eight in the to1v.n. 

14. icnong the Catholic people of German descent, I find 
that they do not take an interest in the P. 'l'. A. The 
reason seems to be a 1ac1~ of interest in educa'tion~.l 
opportunities for all children. 

15. St. John Parochial School about 1875. 

16. The school is supported by tuition and from the 
Church fund. 

17. There are three schools around it that are S:r:k'\llcr 
schools because of it. But it does not·conflict in any 
way with the public schools. 

18. Sr. li. Davidicn. 
:.;iss I.':ary Simon 
Sr. ?.! • Haymond. 

19. Elizabeth.Gunter 
,r' Evelynn 011k 

Uarjorie Gunter 

20. No eighth grade 

21. 

22. 

23. There are none 

24. Lewis Williams has the best libre.:ry in the tovm. 

'1~ 
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25. -.if]con:oin .\;•;riculturist 
\'.'i..sc0~~~.d.n F:trln 
~.~r~~ irio Fn.r1nor 
F::trm (; Fireside 
Fnr1~10r 1 r; 1\i.fo .. 
s~turdny Rvonin~ Post 
hmoricrtn nur;n;d.no 

26. ?1o finishing; class. 

27~ ........... ____ _ 

28. Frn.nk Tetzlaff - f(lctory in Kenosha.· 
A number of people have retired but still ovm their 

farms and have renters living on theJll. 

29. ---------

30. Erb Bros. -retired 
A. Svmnt:z - ill health 
I.:o.tt Stromberg - Hilwaulcee 
F. Adaws - retired 
Otto Schultz - factory 
F. Di::.low - laborer. 
A. Vo.ndermoom - rotired 
P. llonn - retired 
A. Vandermoom -·retired 
Mike Terry - factor;r 
C. E. Meridith-~ retired 
B. Eurgatroyt - re'dred 
W. IT. Crane - (pool room) 
Goo. Kreuschcr - (insurance) 
H. L. Bullamore - real estate 
R. B. Jones - retired 

31. A. Swuntz resold to i1r. Weber. - Milwaulcee· 
Albert Thorn - rosir1cnt 
Arthur cT:.I.mes - Illinois 
Frank Biehn - resident 
?. Git;~.on? 

Irvine 1\rcuschor - resident 
:;~d IT onn - ro s idon.t 
Jnko lJoyors - resident 
Eilce Fred. resident 
II. llichtcr - l\J.ssia 
A. Schr::ml: - Hilwaulcoe 
J. Thorn (resident) 
Val Fonk (resident) 
Ted 'fvesland - Washington 
Ur. Weber'l 

WemRrn Kenosh~ Cty. Hi$1. Sac. J.S 
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:·.:.;, T.onis Thn.ycr moved to C:tlU'ornin. in ·l; 11o oil f'i'11r1;,. 
Sr:1n.ll f~,rm, part of i·b :~oocl land, not so noll clrni.norJ. 
Tho people of the to.-m of I'r..ris y;ho rrent to tho '.;o::;t · . .-r.ro 
not f:um o;·mors. Soma of tho sons of {armors in the to-.-m 
wont out v10ct nnd stnrtod in fn.rming, but n.c f'n.r o..s I cl\.11 
find out J,;hcre r:tro no others who sold out ::mel vront ·,est 
from tho tovm of Paris between 1880 and 1900. 

vw. ---------
~/] 

Vr• ---------

~ 35. ld'tor tho Civil \'iar there vms a trend to the ·::est. 
Lucia Bishop tnD.rried to a Gray girl from Bishop moved 

to Nebraska. 
F. E. Newbury married Sophia ?ierce and uoved to Iowa 

in the ' SO 1 s • 
Seth Eyrick went to Iovra in the 1 6Cl 1 s. 
Ed and George 11iyrick went to Knnso.s in the 1 60 1 s. 
Krs. Blood, a :rllac1::man from the tovm nent to IT. Dakota 

in the 1 60 1 s. 
Pens en T:hrsh went to N. Dakota in the 1 60 1 s. 
;:r. Daniels <-mnt to H. Dakots in -::he 1 60 1 s. 
Arthur Gulick wont to Kuns::ts and becane a promL1ent 

doctor in 1 60. 
About 1870 Lewis Richard and John :')rice wont to Io:ra.. 
Very prosperous v;ent to Eagle Grove, Io1ra. J.~oro 

peo;;le ·aent from Puris and formed o. sort of a community, 
but they '!{ere not land o·;mo:rs. They vrero young people start­
ing out. 'l'ho children of these people are living there. 

After Hl60 and in early '70's. 
Hartin He Carthy to Brownville 1 Iov;a. 
Francis Chambers to Austin, Minnesota.. 
John r.furphy went to Iowa. 
Pat !.·~urph;;r II 

Jim Kelly 11 

Patrick Lane 11 

James Craney 11 

Ed. Coburn 11 

Bra to Dunning 11 

Hurlow Gil1bs 11 

Peter Hannon 11 

J'ohn Hannon 11 

II II 

II lt 

" Nebraska. 
" Independence, 
" Nebraska. 
11 II 

l·Jo st. 
Iona. 
Iowa. 

Keogh went to Iowa. 
Thol11."l.S Kearnes went to Montana. 

:towa. 

36. Louis Thayer to Joseph i:~aurice, Racine Co. 

37. He got on well but no better than his predecessor. 

38. ~ouis Thayer - Congregational 
Joseph Ma.urioe .. Catholic. '&~ 
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~;a, 'l'horo nro four church•'O in tho to·;m but no nbc.Nlone:cl 
churo11. 

110. C~ctholic - nbout 33 1/' ··~ . 0 /"' 

::othodis'l;- II 5 ~~ 
T,uthor:~.n - II 5 % 
Gong;rct;o.t:i.oni:\.1 11 5;·s 

(~ 

rc1,n Soc inl History of tho Town of PD.ri s 1 County o I' 
Kenosha. 

The early sottlors of tho to·;m CC!rlO frora tho ~oc,:-;1:;. 
H ').!ost of them c:.;.mo from ow York ~.trcte. ~'hoy cc,mo O'F;:· 11o:·o 

from Buropc::m countries to !-Jo·;r Yor:~, ::rorl:crl in llc;'" ·ror':, 
sol:',o on farms, some as lo.borers on the ic:ric Canal until 
money could bo secured to ro·· ch \!estern St~1tos. :-:on'; of 
them c:cmo by boat to "Pike 11 now Kenosha and some car.1e by 
oxen r~nd •vngon. 

They were a sturdy type .of people, quite industrious, 
ho.rd-vrorking, and thrifty peo1;le. The m,.-,jority of then 
by conservative methods, mc.naged to become prosperous. 
Fospit~'tl.ity vras the keynote of the eo.rly setjcler.tent. :~ost 
of tho families had sor.to other family cone and live ·Hith 
them until they were able to get lund of their mm. They 
settled in sort of sections. 

The southeastern section of t;ho tovm •;ro.s settled b•r 
the people from Ireland. There was one road C8.1Jcc the• 
Irish ro~cd. AnothGr ror,d called tho 11 PL>.nk :Ror.d 11 because 
it T.-as r.L'l.de of planks in later years 1 vro.s settled by th0 
dmm Easterners, or as they were then called 11 The Yanl::ees 11 • 

The part of tho to•tm around :·'aris Corners, in the \',estern 
section of the tmvn vms settled by the ··,'iclsh and :Snglish 
with an odd German and Irislu'TlRn. The Harth ;~astern part 
of the tovm ·.vas settled mostly by tho Germ:;.ns, although 
this s0ction had more of a variety of Nationalities than 
any other section. The I:.:-ish w0rc mostly Catholics. S01:1e 
of the GGrm,.'lns vrore Catholics. The res·l:; were Gorman 
I,uthero.n. "The Yankees 11 founded the Congreg·'.tior:al Church. 
Tho ~lelsh and English established a Baptist Church, vrhich 
later became Methodist. 

They all seemed to be interested in education,- ~~hoy 'J.~"'\ 
hold schools in -the homes until they were able -to bui1d 
either log or frame schooli1ouse. A few 01~ the so fn1.::10 
buildings are still in use, w·i th a fcvr additions. The 
to~1 could be regarded as settled sometime in the o~rly 140 1 s. 

The first meeting of the town of Puris was held i~pril 
5, 1842 at Chauncey Kollogg' s home. Heeting vras cnllod to 
order by Jolu1 Ager. Chauncey Kellog~ ·was elected chf1.irr:'.an. 
Hiram Ba.U vras clerk of the meeting. The following is a 
list of the toivn officers elected at this meeting. 



Suporvi~:ors 

Leins l"rcnc:1 
>~illi:un Coffin 
;.:osos l1onnot 

Co;n. of llig;lw<~ys 
,.\_;)raho.Jn Brokor. 
Dn.vid Stovons 
L:mdor i'lortlwmy 

'l'ovm Clerk 
Elisha Baker 

7 

Com. of Conunon Schools 
:-::innns P. Hich 
Henry Newberry 
"iii) -.on Dennett 

Collector 
Jolm Brewer 
Ceorge C. Manny 

Assessors 
Abel Phillips 
Jonathan 1'ihi tney 
George Delong 

Constable 
Daniel Brevror 
Rufus l.lal•tial 
Julian Kivers 

Com. of -/!eights and }.leas. 
Ja .. 'nes ll. Uarshall. 

Overseers of Hit;lwrays 
John ·,-;,·;ntworth 
IIonry i:~ov:bcrry 
Ornon I-i. Collins 
James Floning 

Viewers of Fences 
James Fleming; 
David Coller 
Rufus Martial 
·\·:m. D. Strong 

Justices of the Peace 
Chauncey Kellogg 
John Brevrcr 
A. G. Northway 
Z. P. Rich 
George Pierce 

In 1843 Grove Willis was chairman. Elisha Do.ker 'ViaS clerk. 
Abel Phillips vras Treasurer. Tho Supervi-sors wero Rains 
French, Ezra Buswell~ Hiram Ball. 

'}~ 
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Tho follouinG is n li::;t of tho vol:n1·s in tlHJ tmm oJ' 

r.·uis in UHG. 
/ .. bf'l I'hillips, Gcw<·:~o Be earthy, Oborl ii:~.Jo, i·::>r~, ·u~;~·rol.1, 

f-ylvostcr ·,;:~.l::er 1 Goo :l:tvicl:Jon 1 ::ioth l:yricl:, Jlornoo !·'ln:1in:-;, 
D. 8. Gr:tvoc, E. D. Dunninl_';, ,John E. :.\oun-1;, · .• :'. i:ioh, 
'.:.I, Forris, G. N. Guliol:, 8oth i':olloge;, ::;zrn T;cbco, ~~1Ym­
c:or ·,;::~shburn, Hiley Hich..,_rds, John Younr;, S. T. :'.icc, Indson 
S::tcc, Robart ~.cott, fl., C. Nortlwmy, A. G. Horthrray, Cn.rlo::; 
Case, ,Tames 1J. l.:nrsh, G. f'. Dunning, Kinr; 1!. C:c,_sc 1 Goo. ~·iorcc, 
I. JJ. ·,;hitnoy, Schuyler Fierce, I. H. 1Iall, Fr,_nor;s :.:cJ,;o8.lf, 
John Esmond, John B. ·,:ontworth, Grove ·i'i. ·,iillh>, H. 1:. Pr:'..t·t, 
Jessie Carpenter 1 Andre-r-r Ihnnon, D. Yl. Stevens, Phinno~LS 
\~allcer, Edson Vo.ughnJ James Fleming, A. J. Davidson, Geo. 
TT 1 F " ... 1 J 'T s ,., R' h l~ , . ., ·J a e, '• 1·::. •,,eecs, am<Js •,<>nry, • 11. ~c , , .. oses IIJ1~.:;ney, 

Nathan Dunham, Asu F'. Bush, H. H. Wheeler, I. A. Coller, 
John ~:c-mtworth, E. D. Buswell, Carlton Pierce, ·:,ilson Bennett, 
James Clark, Sam. KL1.g, John Vaughn, Helnont Kellogg, Jasade 
Coller, E. C. Buswell, Francis Me Ginn, Geo. Dachcldcr, 
Sam. Scott, 1fi'n. H. Judd, Phineas Calwell, llenry Gulick, Sam­
ual Scott~ Elisha Baker. 

Some of the political leaders of the tovm vrerc Janos 
::Tall, Joh:'l,C. Crounse, Stephen Goldsvrorthy, J. Ilussell 1 

G. ·,{, 1i.illis, Vim. -,;ashburn, Geo. Blackmon, 0. ?. IIale, 
Reuben Palmer, John M. Jones, Chauncey Sar;e 1 Evan treridith, 
3. D. Dunning, E. D. Bush, D. W. Cleaveland, ·;rilliam.Lynch, 
Homer Adams, Jas. Fredinburg, Franklin Newell, Lewis 1Yilliruns, 
William Eade. 

In 1850 there was a tovm. supt. of schools, S. S. Br'·.dford 
held this office. Dr. Adams was the next one. 

Some early prominent members of the Congregatiomo.l Church 
wore :C. !,~. Fowler, L •. Harsh, S. E. Tarbell, P. H. \'iood,· 
H. Gulick, Tiam:-nond Harsh, Eldert Tegmison, H. A. NeYlberry, 
1. v.·. Thayer, J. P. Bishop, A. P. Tymeson, Gilbert Vincent, 
c. M. Gulick, Harvey Durkee, Alexander·Beo.th. 

The following ·were prominent in the Catholic Church: 
J. P. Pfeiffer, Phillip Fonk, Joseph Huch, .~dam Schlitz, 
~Jickolfis Spo.rtz. 

'liillio.m Griffith, }Loses Bus·well, Ezr:< Buswell were 
prominent members of the first Baptist Church. 

Lewis 1!illiams was the wealthiest man in the toY1n. 
He o-.·m.ed 1340 acres of land. 

Haviland ?rutt built the first tavern at ?uris Corners 
to accom:nodC~.te the travel on the Kenosha-Burlington Rand. '\(A 
There was another one built about 1840 1 at Sta:r Corners. (} l. 
It Yms called "Dingle Hole 11 • ?here was considcr·~ble travel 
of the farmers taking 1;heir produce to tovm at this t-ime. 
These taverns were built to ucco~odate this travel. 

__.,.' 
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::;omc of i;hc to·:m chnirnon of tho Jco·:m •:mr•): Gc:or:;c 
Krouchor, ,T(1.colJ Krcuchor, Leni::; ~oilli:cmn, J:ick S,nn.rt.;z, .::i.ch­
n.rd J'ricc. John ~\p::trtz, \iilli:.•m Gunt0r, :Jiko Fons;::;on, };er:.vln 
Srl:\ntz, D. ;:. Jones. 

Some of i;ho other officers of tho tmm vrorr:: ~~ubcr1c 
Stollomrork, John P. I'foiffnr, 1:. A. Hmrberry, E<h-m::-d Gun·l;or 1 

;\lbort ~h01:~, Phillip ;:onn, \':m. G. Hobcrts, ~>tephon G:;J_:;·.·orthy 1 

RichG.rd cTonos, ·:iilli:cm Hcidorsdor£' 1 .l'im. Price, ::icl:n.nl C~tnpboll, 
:.ril ton lloridi th, Charles Crane, M. J. Fonk; n~.tJc. Schlitz, 
}J. P. Willcomn, .Valentine l"onk, John l"onk 1 Hick Frcdcricl:, 
John Stollenvel'ck, John Torry. 

Jo.cob Krouchcr is one of ·the vrc::tlthicst men in the Jcm-m 
today. Ho is a breodr.r of pure bred cattle, s;·rinA and poultry. 
IIo is also prominent in Church, educational affairs and pol­
itics. His judgment in business m..'ltters is second to none. 
J'.t the present day he is one of the most progressive citizens 
in the tovm. 

Horris Hollo':ray o.nd Sons o.ro the ovrners oi' one of tho 
largest o.nd finest Jersey dairies in the County. Their 
farm is carried on along; now and 'scientific lines. They 
are breeders of Pure Bred Chester Vihite Hogs and Jersey 
cattle. 

Nicholas Sourtz Sr. vms a leo.der of politics. At on-:; 
time he served Rcnosho. County as sheriff. lie died in Feb­
ruary 1916. His son, nicholas is the mmor of' his farm 
and is a. breeder of Pure Bred Holstein Cattle. John Spo.r~Gz 1 

another son has served the tovm· as tovm chair:ma.n for twelve 
years. No man, as a tovm chairman has served his tmm better 
in bringing about accomplishments along progressive lines. 

James P. Torrey is a prominent stock breeder of the 
tovm. fie ovms a valuable herd of Pure Bred Guernsey cattle. 

Edward and Charles Gunter are prominent fr~.rmers. They 
raise Durham Beef Cattle, ~tnd also hn.ve very fine horses. 
Charlie Gunter is 11 the orig;inal character of the time". :lie's 
the 11wit 11 of the town, a 11 character in himsel£'11 • 

Yim. Gunter Sr. was one of tho leadinr:; politicians of 
the tovm. Tic was vrell liked:~'by.:.all, and very prominent un­
til his death in l.iay 1903. His son Wm. Gunter Jr. served 
a's sherifi~ of Kenosha Co. 

Horace Blackmon mmed a large dairy and had a cheese 
factory above thirty-five years ago. He a:f.'tarvro.rd became 
sheriff. 

Western Kenosha Ctv, Hist. Soc. 
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D. lL Jones "d:l.::> n. prominent f'n.rmor of -1;1,o to:m o.b011t 
thirty vc:.cT'f] n.r~o. lil:::; ::;on Euc.{;ol1, tool· ov"'" 11is f·,r·', ::.;nrv rl 
1;1~c :-.~.-.~1 :•s to•~11 cl,•rk. He sold out, Yrcnt to Er:noshc\, br:cr '0 
Cou'1ty C1cr1: nnd served it for ton y(Y'.I'S. Tic is no·" LJrn::;idrmt 

·of the Dadgar Fuel Company. 

John Stollonvrcrck is n prominent· f'a1·mcr of the to•.m. 

J,:r. ; <c:·, d ;.~yricl: was n. vnry ~rog;re s s i v··, scholarly, thri.; .... 'cy, 
wfl.n. Ire o·,mcd consid·rrtblo 1o.nd. Ho h··s sold his f'~·.rm cmd is 
retirca and living in California. 

Tho H. n. Ca:-:1pbell homEJ is or1c of the best community. 
centers for social activities in the to>m. 

Wm. 6.·.cdo was prominent farmer in tho to,;rn alJout forty yo~1.rs 
ago. Ile sold out and ·::cnt to cea·,r Rapids, Io·na. 

Jerry Cr:moy •;ms a well to do f:1.rmor of the to·;m. I{e soid 
out and· vrent to California about thi;rty year::; a so. 

George ;:.icGilJ., another prominent farmer of Jche p~-st, no·;r 
deceased, sold out fcl"1d boc~.1!;1e :c resident of l~enosha. 

Joseph Stollen>-rcrcl:: is H prosperous farr..er of' today. r:onry 
Biehn is another prosperous farmer, interested in.:ill affairs for 
the betterment of the community. 

Herr.m.n Svnmtz, now deceased about fifteen years, v:::,s om: 
of the most popular men in the tovm. He held tmm offices [\nd 
was respected nnd thought woll of by all. 

Lewis \>ill iams is ::t prominent r.1an of tho to·::n .~ Ho has 
the best library in tho to•:m. He is 1 rioted ns 1)oin~ a great 
reader and also is noted for his remccr.kable memory. 

~.!r. Viillif,m Eiddlec8.mp, born and raised in the tovm of 
Paris, taught in the schools and htter be caine County Superinte:~dent. 

Blanche Rol)crts, IYhil.e n resident of Paris, held tho position 
of Supervising Teacher in 11acino Co. She is now Cl. prominent ed­
ucator of the state, although not a resident of the to·;m no·:;. 

John Terry vras a very successful. farmer until he retired 
a few ye~~rs fl[!;,O. 

Bike Frederick is today, of the prominent men of thG to-,','":1. 
Tie is interestGd in Churoh and Connnunity interests. Ho is also 
a prosperous farmer. 

~\ 
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\,]len t11o first sot·l;lerc cnmo to l;hc town oi' :\,_ric, 1--lv:::,r 'lid 
not finc1. n don::;oly vroodo'l section. 'l'Jwro ·;;ere n fo·;r ;roodod scc-l;ions 
·;rhich woro rr,r:,dunlly cleared off. Thoro arc sovoro.l :-;ncU.or.s of 
b.nd loft todo.y fro1;1 vrhich tho uood has not b•)on c1o.'lrcd. :'aris 
11o•:rovcr, could no·l; 1~0 considered n woodorl to·:mc~1ip. The :v:;o;o-
lc found C\ fertile soil mo::;tly roctdy to be tillocl. The ffl.rrnn,r::. 
raised nllont, corn, potatoes, oats. Some of the farmers raised 
sheep ::.nd hogs. 

~.heat wn::; one of tho chief crop::;. T}Jn crop::; vrcrr; goorl 
because tho lnnd was now and forti1o. This produce •:;:._;:; thr; 
farmers' chief source of income. It was h::utlcd by vr,<;on .:<nd 
oxen to Rncine or Kcnoshn. Thoro wore grnin elevc,tor- o.t those 
terms from vrhonco it vo.s shipped by bont. 'I' his vrheut in the e8.r­
ly date brour;ht from oi~hty cents to a dolln.r a bushel. Yihcn.t 
proved a valuable crop for the town oE Paris. 

1860 was a banner when.t year. The largest crop in histoi"IJ 
wn.s raised ,this year. Several ~rears later the clinch bur:;s attacked 
tho crop. It proved a failure and from thn1~ 'cimc on -.rhco.t hn.s 
not been raised as a. mn.rkot product. 

The first settlers of the town of Paris tlid not have 1ar:;e 
herds of cattle, ns vro find Jcoday. Sono of them might h:-cvc ~:~d 
as many as six, bu·l; ·bhiG was considered a. gre~d~ many. At first 
the co···s ~-:e-re p~ ::;i;urod in o. common pa:;turing ground or the un­
hol;'lestoadod land until this lund vms taken Ul)• Drovers u:~ed Jco 
come throuzh and sell tho cattle to the farmers. The cnttle 
·acre cheap. Twenty dollars vras considered an. exorbitant price 
for any cattle sold. The milk was r.1adc into butter. This bl,t·t;cr 
·;ras taken ·co the store and exchanged for groceries. ;, s·J;ory vm.s 
told to me by an old resident about sc•:ing several oi' tho Ho::.on 
c~rry a basket on their ;lend with a lit~~.le bu .-ter and R fn··r e~~gs, 

~1.nd vraH:: to Zenosha, a distance or about seven or eie;ht miles, · 
Up to tho time oi' .1885 there vrere very fe~·r dairies, creru~.eri<?s 

'.i''!J.'e started. Then the ;:eoplo beg·,n having larger herds of cattle. 
In the early 1 90's the people of Paris began ship;_Jing nilk to 
Chicrt::;o. ?::-om then on the tovm has e;radually pro;ressed until 
alr.1ost every fo.rm today h..'\s a large herd. In fact, it is the 
farners 1 main source of income. 

Farr.1ing,at first W8.S a difficult nro.4ect. Ilot many people 
had horses. Oxen wer0 used. The too_ls were inadequate. The 
grain vras cradled. lt vras threshed with flails. L.'1tor cane the 
tread -rni 11 s for threshing. Then cnm.e ·the thro shing In.'1chine. 
And row Hannon o-..med the first threshing In.'\ Chine. he :Jurcho.sod 
it Erom J. I. Case. J.f:r. Case c::-,me out himself, to shovr hi;:. hovr 
to use it o.nd slop" und_er the threshing machine.. As these thing;s 
were brought into use,· the work became easier. 

1r 
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0l'ho f•c rJ:: li:t'e hoc••.f.1Q more Jl()•<;;·· nl; o r,'llon of' {)()''~"I'' . ; <; rr.• 

c:,_mo in. 'fho re:l;>_or :tnd tho thrc~.hinr; w·c~d .... o r1i_(, 1:'-r, :::o~~-. J;o·::· ::" 1
} 

l i.("'.;cni1:c tho burden o.f the fi1'-"J:1. ~>o ho,~;o •.1i ['o 1·Ju"''''n ·:: :; 
lii"cod l'ihon tho milk clid not lmvo to be J::r,rlc into hut';r;r o.n•l 
•:r:1s t:1l:on en rn of nt c:ro ;pcrio::; ttnd fc,_c1;orirJ::;. :~·,c'i ·-,r;·J (', 'i.l 

invention tender] to lic;htcn tho burden n::;d rn:c~:c f· :·•.1 l if'o mG;"(J 

nc;ro·ablc. 

As fnr ru:; pos::;iblo to ~uwcrt·.1.in, there' rtro very l'r;,' ir, the 
tovm of T'aris ·;1ho 1'Wnt ·nest a:rtor tho 1 G0 1 s •.. f1~or U:c r~ivil 
·::ar then: vms n trend tow::tnl the ,icst. :'r. 1Toracc Tll~-c1-,,c,n, 
n ro::;idont of ~:he tovm of Faris went out -,,ost ·i;o :m;r c~~1;tlo. 
::c found tho land selling so much cheaper -l~herc 1;hnn hero, 
that people sold their farns here$ ·:rent 1,!ost and purch.ased 
larger farms. Then, too, the soldiers who se:tvod in the war 
wore given grn.nts of lnnd in the Tlost. 

The railroads, I do not believe influenced the trend to 
the · .. est from the tovm of Paris. They opened U'l a nc·:r coun­
try o.nd ne·N opportunities. Larger farms could bo g;oJ..:;-!-;on for 
the same VCL1ue as the smetller farms held he~e •. i"Go::: the '60's, 
the peo:ple of :?~,r.is who went West were not h.nd owners sec1dnc; 
ae':r ho~ces. Some of tho younger generation vrho married and 
started farming went liiost ,but Jche older residents :::,id noJG sell 
out and take their families, as in the late 1 60 1 s and early ·1 70 1 s. 

Paris is and always has been entir0ly a fro.rming; districJ;; 
having no villa~es. The ilest-;mrd migrP.tion incl;uded only a soall 
percent::cgo of ·the settlers of ?aris. There rtro mr..ny farms s·till 
in the hands of old familia::> and younger g;enerc,tions, of t11o 
old settlers. ::any of the chanGeS in land ovmership c::--ne about 
b~r dercth of ·~:c:lmbers of the i'amilies 1 but not by '.'lost·;ard 
migration. 

The general air of prosperity is reflected in most everjr 
ho:ne tod:c.y in the to•m of Paris. The homec are rr1os·'~ly b.rge, 
airy, ~-roll-kept ho::1os. ::any c,ro equippec vrith funncos. So:-~c 

have private li::;hting syste::1s either electric or· r,cotylcne li:;hts. 
Sone ,_ ... ro sup;;lied with electricity by electric li:;ht linc3 
fron cities nc:u-by. I\. fow homes 'tre supplied ·:ri-'vh flo·aing; 
water and its conveniences. 'l'he farm homes of Paris rei'lcct tho 
prosperity of the o·;rnc:-s. The o>-mors are on the Yvholo, quiJco 
·;re 11-to-do. ;, grcc,t r.'k'l.ny having lived in the tovm most all their 
lives. They are a prosperous type of people, mostly quite pro­
gressive and abreast with the times. 

lJ 
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l'iGh "clwols PTC } 1 li-:;o rccccssil1}'1 for t !10 children o' th" 
to·:.'11. .. [;O·~'l hi·~:hschoo1 is r:v:.i::<tn.inocl :ct 1Jnio:1 G:·o•Jc dvc~·o i;l-10 

c hil(1:;.".._;n f:L'o:~l rto :Jt secJG ion::; ("' f the ·l~0·:.rn cou1 ~1 ::t t '·.r;ncJ. J'hc:: 
childrc:n attcn<1ir;;~ lli:;l1sc1Jor:·ls 0i·r.hcr tr n:';port ~-.\,c:v;r:l·; :; or 
bo~-...rd ::c~ Union Grove. I:cno::>ha ir; n.lso quito ~lCCoc.siblo for tho 
children f;·o:l the ~-:astern :;;action of tho ·i.;o·:m. Gooc1 ro· •'s, 
boJ,;h concreto nnd well cr:cvcl~.od, nnko tr~wcl e:· :>y, -l;hr>l" by 
cn:c111inc; children Jco drive co.rs to :-.chool · r,r1 no·:·. be ohl_i·:c-;d 
to 1c·vc ho>:1c to n.ttcnd hir:;h :Jchoo1. /,Count~' !luro.l ::onru~l 
is ulso m~,intuincd very ncar to ?:His. 

'l'hcro 0re four chm·chcs in :;he tmm. Tho C . ..,_t1w1ic 
Church, the lar;c:~t church in tho tovm is ccntr::cll;r loc•ttcd. 
Tho Luthor.'1.n Church is in the No.rth Ea:.:t corner of i;ho to~·rn. 

'I'he Uethodist Church is in the Hort}wrost corner. ·.,H.lo the 
Con::;ro::;~'-tionn.l Church is in tho Southeast. corner. Good ro:cds 
m._-,_ko all these churches acc0ssiblc to f\.11yo:1e in tho tovm. 

A concrete road wilJ. after this year, extend throu:;h the 
town of Paris to 1\onosha. ;,l_l tho main hic;lwrays ore vrell-r;ravcllod 
:cs :clso r.1any of tho sido-roaas. These roads togot}lor •·rith J.;hc 
8-UtonobiJe have practic"llJr brour;ht the city to tho farner's 
door. He h~cs all the conforts of the country mir:glcd ·:rith the 
udvuntagos of city life, JTL'l.do pos:>ible by the new cont::?..ct ')ot:·roon 
city D..nd country. Going to tovm is no· longer a monthly event, 
but in many cases a daily one. . 

The farm homos of tomorrow vrill be a modern up-to-da~~e 
city residence p~aced in tho pure, ·.-rholesome 1 air· of the country 
with the city brought to its baclc door by auto, bus,· train and 
truck and perhaps airplane. 

Western Kenosha Cty. l·list. Soc. JA 



Mr. Joseph Shaeffer 
State Historical Society 
Madiosn,Wis, 

Dear Mr. Shaeffer: 

/ 
Union Grove,Wis 
April 24,1926 

I am enclosing my "History Of the Town of Paris." I hope that I 
have given you just what you wanted. I have attempted to gather all 

......... , 

the information desired to the best of my ability. I have given a good 
many hours of my time to secure the necessary data. I found it very 
difficult, however. There are so few of the older residents of the town 
left. In fact there was no old resident living in the town who could 
give me any very definite ingormation, there being only one -vrho dhad lived 
et'§'t-;§-eP-tefe-em-:&j-e-:&:flW!R,L--G-¥esetea-~eF~te-w;'j-·fl..;~a,El:--;:fl¥ea-awae<-amEl:-eee~PeEl:­
some information 
all her life in the town. I visited people who had moved away and secured 
some infommation. I wrote letters to various people and got more 
information. f-w.!"et.e-±ettel"e in this way, This hampered my work 
considerabl~, causing me to take a longer time to 
secure my data, than was alloteea. 

Then, too, being away from home, I had to do all my work (all) 
on Saturday because my mother dould give me little details that I did 
not know of. 

Paris haS.mnever had a village of any sort. It has been purely a 
farming community, The farms have remained for the most part in the 
same families. quite a few of tthe farms are owned by people 1h~o were 
old residents and have retired. These farms are rented now. TKhe 
renting class for the most part, are a rather foreign element. But the 
land owners are not newcomers. 

I trust I have given you the information desired. If I have 
failed to give you what you want or have not made myself plain or if you 
desire other information :fle±eeaee- please vrrite me and I shlal be glad 
to do anythigg else I can possibly secure data on. 

-~:-q"'W 

Respectfully, 
M.Oveda Crane 
Union Grove 

?S 



..... __ , 

}'~ 

_ C!\P~~~~PARIS.-Ol'I_··'@ERO:X·; . · 

Supt. State Historical Soceety 
Madiosn, Wis. 

Dear Sir: 

~-

Bassett Wis 
June 6,1926 

I am sending the manuscript of the history of the To~ of Wheatland 
this· week. 

I am very sorry about the unavoidable delay and I hope the manuscript 
·will prove satiffactory as it represents a great deal of time snd hard work. 

I will anxiously awai-t a reply. 
Yours truly, 
Georgiana Hoffman 

SCHEDULE FOR THE TOWN OF WHEATLAND -COUNTY OF '~N~SHA ~ lJ. ~ 
The town of Wheatland included Randall until 1860. Among the early 
settlers were the Jenkins, Dixons, Powerses, W.B. Brower, Ritbrook, 
John Campbell, John Woodhouse; and Schuler Bundy. 

W. N. Brower was the first settler in the Town of Wheatlnad. He came 
there from Ney York City. His brother, John H. Brower, had been to 
Wheatland on an expedition on horseback-through the country. He interested 
his brother because of his enthusiasm over hit trip. Land then was 
sold at government sale. Mr. Brower attracted by the opportunities 
of the land purchased one hundred and sixty acres from the government 
at one dollar· and twnety five sents an acre. The trnasportation used 
in reaching the new home was water and ox team. 

Mr. Brower·was·a·great leader of high nolo:Hle character in his community. 
He showed-ability and perseverance by coming alone with his family 
and settling in this region of Wheatlnad with nothing but Indians for 
neighbors. He became a great leader later on when the township was 
organized. It was stated that all of his successors tried to foililow 
his example. He had a large family and one of his descendants Mrs. 
M. L. Hoffman born in 1843 is living at the present time. 

Mr. Brower was a carpenter by trade. He cmae with small means to the new home. 

He was of Presbyterian faith. The new countyr afforded no churches 
but the Bible was the laRBof the home. 

Mr. Brower received a fine education in his early days in the east. He 
was of Holland descent, born in Brooklynn 1803. He was an excellant 
penman, therefore coming in very handy for his fellow settlers in the 
new home, as education in those days was a matter of the few. 

3~ 
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An old contract explains the work he did in the east, which let him be 
an apprentice to a carpenter. It was signed June 25,±g4~=45th year of Independence 
of N.S. States of MAmerica (1821). Mr. Brower cam west at the age of 
About thirty-four here he remained until death. 

The following is a reproduction of the original letter written by Mr. 
Brower to his mother: 

Dear Mother: 

Wheatland 
Jan. 18,1846 

The winter this far has been very mild with the exception of about a 
week and that was very severe inso much that six or seven men ware 
frozen to death before they could reach a house. It is very disagreeable 
and dangerous to be out on the open prairies. About the first of December 
I moved a family to Platteville about one hundred and thriyy five miles 
west of us in part of, our route was on or across extensive prairies. 
The way we suffered the cold and wind in our faces all the way was 
trying, this was the longest speall of cold we have had. I was gone from 
home ten days and I assure you I was glad to get by my own fireside. 
I was somewhat supprised to see so many little villages and at the same 
timm such a vastextent of country principally priaire uninhabited. We would 
travel some days and perhaps not see more than one or two~ houses. 
We were obliged to ride after dark and in so thinly a populated country 
made it very disagreeable. I saw a great many intelligent good looking 
men in the mining district, prospecting as they call it. Some had 
struck leads of lead and maaeia forutne while others had still a hope. 

You must accept our thanks for the many comports sent us. Give our 
best wishes to all and may God bless you is the prayer of your 

Affectionate Son 
Wm. B. 

Among those who led in politics, those who were most prominent in 
religious and educational matters in the Town were: Thomas Slade, 
Elmer Brainard, Abijah Pierce, Horation Maxon, Guerden Gillet, Frances Tolle 
Jonathan Newberry, Charles Belden, J P Runkle, Schuiyler Bundy, Theodore 
Spieglehoff. Slade, Moxon and Redbrook wereconsidered the best farmers of 
the time. 

Guerden Gilled came from the East. He was Superintendent of Schools, and 
had a fine education. His daughter taught in the schools. He later moved 
to Kenosha Rnd became an Express Agent on the Kenosha-Rockford road. He 
had a son that followed his father's footsteps. As Superintendent he greatly 
improved educational matters. 

Thomas Salde was chairman of Board of Supervisors, he had popitical 
amtlitions. His pride was high when his son became a member of the Assembly. 

Elmer Brainard held diffeant town offices for a number of years. 

Abjah Pierce was an early settler and was considered an excellant 
farmer in the town. Mr Tolle was also an improtant farmer and very 
prosperous. His son had held office of Town Clerk for a number of years. 
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There was no real marked turning point in the Town's histmry; it was 
more or less a gradual transition~ It was a period of slow development 
form the time the farm was sort of a: "Wor'ld of its own" meeting all the n 
needs of its occupants until the present day when dairying prevails 
throughout the Township$ 

In 1885 there was a cheese factory in the community and later in 1888 
butter factories developed. There ~sed to be teams gioing through 
the cotintry gathering cream from the farmers. At first the cream 
was accumulated by gathering in from the top of the cans. Later probably 
about 1890 the separator was introduced and used. The famrers then 
delivered the whole milk and took back the skim mild, leaving the 
cream at the. factory to be made into butter. Along in the early nineteen 
hundreds came the bottling plants, then the whole milk was brought and 
shippend to the cities. In 1925 the Thermo Tank Cars came into use, 
carrying gourty thoasand pounds of milk or more at a temperature of 
thirty seven degrees and landing· in Chicago at· a raise·of not more than 
one degree. 

The change in the methods of· farming followed closely the change in 
handeling the produce. Horse power replaced the:ox team and later in 
about·l915 tractors·began·to·be used the first being an attachment to the 
Ford called· "Smith Famm a· Tractor". 
F 
The changes in ownership of farm lands was not due to any great movemnet 
The "Gold Rush" was the only one of great influence which dates back 
to an earlier period. In a good many places the ·father's farm went to hi 
his children and then in turn divided i~ among theirs. Other changes 
were made because the land owner retired to either Kenosha, Burlington, 
or some small village. 

The ideal situation of the Township affords many bright opportunities for 
future development. The accessibility to good schools is a great 
faator in the growht of the Town of Wheatland. 

!•····,· 
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SCHEDULE FOR THE TOWN OF BRISTOL-COUNWY OF KENOSHA 

FILED BY EhANGHO E1EANOR JONES 
ADDRESS BRISTOL WISCONSIN 

EDUCATIONAL. CONDITIONS 

I The Newbury School in distric~ number ten,_ in the towns of Paris and 
Birliitol was. established in the year of 1861. 

;II The :mmmbers of the first school board are. as follows; Clerk, 
S B Myrick; Director, Daniel Marsh; Treasurer, J.D. Fowler. 

III Yhr Pikeville School was established in the year 1858. Is i.s 
located in section 33. 

The Hazel Dell Schoo.l in District number eleven was established i.n :1,871 

The Maple Ridge School in district number eight was established in 1878. 

The South Bristol SchoQl in distirct number one was established in about 
th.e year of 1872. 

~· ) 
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IV ~hey have no records giving the names of the first school board of the 
Pikeville School. 

The first school board members of the Hazel Dell School were as follows: 
Clerk, Mr. H. Fellows, Director, Mr. Woodworth, Treasureur, Mr. Ed Hill. 

The first school board members of the Maple Ridge School were as follows: 
Clerk, Wames H. Karne~. Director L.yman Larabee; Treasurer, M.C. Kelly 

V. The~~ number of years covered by records in my school are frqm, 
1861 up to .the present time. 

VI These records are kept in a private _home, ~t the home of the_syhool 
clerk. 

The late.records (the past five years) are kept in the school 

VII The three "best" teachers my school had prior to 1920 are: 
l) Kathermme Schaffer 1887-1889 (2) Lois Gray 1912-14 (3) Marie Ludwig 1915-18. 

VIII The three "best"teachers in the Pikesville Schooi 
prior to 1920 were: -(1) Homer Lenoard.(2) Pete; Fisher (3) Lincoln Bull. 
Dates of service not given. 

The three "Best" teachers in the Maple Ridge School prior to 1920 were 
(l) John B. Maloney (2) William C. Crosby (3) Calvin Ward. Dates of 
service not given. 

The three "best" teachers in the North Bristol ii!chool prior to 1920 
were (1) HerbertE. Ozanne (2) Anna Liza Codding (3) Chas. Carpentar. 
Dates of service not given. 
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IX The follmwigg teachers becmme distinguished afterwards ltJ 

(1) KathenHne Schaffer became a missionary and-is now in Hanchow China. 
(2) Marie Ludwig has a very responsible position as stenographer in Kenosha. 
(3) Homer Lenoard became a doctor and did his practising in Kansas City. 
(4) Peter Fisher became a lawyer. 
(5) Sarah Devlin became principal of the Whitewater NOrmal School 
(6) John B. Maib.oney was at one time !H:~e!'em-4:; Superintendent of Schools 

of Kenosha CoutJ.b.y, Clerk of the Circuit Court for six years, Postmaster 
of Kenosha Post Office and is now teaching in the High School at Kenosha. 

(7) Lewis Powell is now Distnict Attorney of Kenosha County 
(8) William C. Crosby is amanager of the North Western Loan and Trust 

Coumpany of the First National Bank at Kenosha. 
(9) Calvin Ward was a Doctor in the city of. Kenosha. 
(10) Herbert E. Ozanne became a minister and weHt as a missionary to China. 
(ll) Charlse Carpentar became a minister. Hee had charge at Appleton Wis 

He died in the state of Mishigan. 
(12) Anna Liza Codding was a very very successful teacher. She completed 

theaching in the state of Nebr-aska. 

X The Newbury School is a one story building twenty-four feet wide and 
32 feed long. It is made of wood and was build in 186l.It is heated by 
the Waterbury System, having the fresh air intack and foul air outlet. 

There is a half acre of school ground, making the area of the piltayground 
a-bout one sixth of an acre. 

There are eleven thrifty trees on the schoolground nine of them being 
maple and the remaining two oak. They, the maples, are about 25 
'years of age and are about -three feet in diameter. 

XE Schools in the town bf Birstol which e«celt our are the following: 

(1) Woodworth School: It is a graded school and has just been erected thi 
htis year. It is a wonderful new two story red brick building. Its 
grounds do not excel ours in any way. 
(2) The North Bristol School excels our in the fact that it has better 
playground equipment. 

May I add: I dont think any school grounds can,exeel ours. We are 
nestled among the beautiful mapels where so many of our birds make their 
homes . In the springtime it surely is a pretty sight ot see our little 
school secluded among th green leafy meaples, 

XII Our splendid Parent Teacher's Association is the one great acitvity 
which makes our school a social center. The public is always invited. W 
We have various programs. A good speaker, our own local talent, plays 
given by the Normal School students and many times our own kiddies 
participate in the program. 

XIII Bristol State Graded, Woodworth State Graded, South Bristol #1 
Maplel;idge School, and the Hazel Dell School all serve as social centers 
HI to the same extent as our school. 

XII All classes of people ~se their Eecreational opportunities. There 
is certainly a very fine.coooeration among all the people in the district. 
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XV There are no schools in the town of Bristol that are not public schools. 

XVI -----­
XVII----­
XVIII-----
XIX The four best pupils in my school at this time'a:te 
Edna Hallaway, Roland Remus, Robert Remus. 

Jack Westman, 

XX In my finishing class two farm b~s expec t to become farmers.· ' 

XXI One farm boy does not expect to become a farmer. 

XXII My graduates are expecting to attend High School 

XXIII There are no pupils in my school from homes having libraries of 
100 Books 

XXIV The farmer families im my town who have larger libraries are: 
(1) L.S. Fowler (2) Frank Roberts (3) Clarence Williams ( 
(4) Rev. J.A. Steen (5) William Fou~ke 

XXV The weekly and monghly magazines which are the most common visitors t 
to farm homes are: 
(l) The Wisconsin Agriculturist 
(2) The Prairie Famrer 
(3) Hoard's Dairyman 
(4) The Wisconsin Farmer 
(5) Successful Farming 
(6) Woman's World 
(7) Woman's Home Compamion 
(8) Cop~er's Famrer 
(9) Household Journal 
(10) Farm Journal 

XXVI There isonly one boy who is now on the farm who finished my school 
six years ago. This boy is James Chris-tiansen. 

XXVII Those having finished my school six years ago , who are now in 
the city are: 
(1) Bertil Johnson, who is working in the Nash plant at Kenosha. 
(2) Henry Burgess, who is working atthe·Bowman·Bairy Milk Plant at Chigago. 
(3) Elva Steinback, who has· a-capable position at- Cooper's factory-at 

Kenosha as stenogra~her. 
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DRIFT TO THE CITY 

XXVIII The farmers who in the past five years have sold their farms and 
remobed the the city ar~e 
(1) W~llis Upson who lived in this described farm,E. side W. ~ SE ~ 
53 acres, ~.s~ff\ 80 a. in seciton 4 twp 1 range 21 sold his farm 
and removed to the village of Bristol. He is now president of the 
Home State Bank at Bristol. 
(2) Geroge BHjant who lived on the farm N~ E side,46.5 a, S~ 60 a. in 
section 7 twp 1 range 21 sold his farm and removed the Kenosha and is now 
doing factory work there, 
(3) George Shepherd wholived on the following described farm com. 49 rods 
W of SW Cor E ~ BW\ N 160 rd. W. 70 rds. 8 160 rds E 70 to beginning 70 
a. in sec. 3 twp 1, range 21, sold his farm and removed tb the city of 
Kneosha. He is now working at a Dairy Plant in Kenosha. 
(4) Christian and Ida Fiddler who lived on the following described farm 
w ~ ~ sw~ (38.50) ~.s~.10 c.,s~s~ 20A. in sec 9,twp 1 Range 21, 
sold the~r farm and removed to the city of Antioch Ill. They are 

retired from active life. 
(5) EDward Firchou who lived on the folJowing described famr,Wset Part 
of N~ SW~ 53a. in sect 16 twp 1 range 21, sold b~s farm and removed to the 
village of Brisotl He now keeps a small dairy and peddles milk there in th 
the village. 

:XXIX 
(l) George Jensen, of Danish nativity, 
the Willis Upson farm 
(2) Louis Wianke, of German nativity, 
George Bryant farm 
9B) John Schwartz of German nativity, 

Shepard 
(4) Andrew Jansen, of Danish nativity, 
ChRistian and Ida Fiddler farm 

coming from Bristol bought 

coming ~rom Brisotol Brought 

comigg from Bristol, bought George 

coming from Kenosha bought 

(5) Albert Krahn ofGerman dativity, coming from Bristol bouth Ed. 
Firchaw farm/ 

XXX The farmers who in the years betWBen 1900 and 1920 sold their 
farms and removed to the city ar~: 
FARM DESCRIPTIONS DROPPED IN THIS COPY 
11) Herman Whienholtz-removed to the village of Bristol. He is no~·retired. 
(2) Casper Struck removed to BristoJ. Now retired. 
(3) Frank GethBn removed to Bristol and retired. 
t4+ 
XXXI FARM DESCRIPTIONS DRillPPED IN THIS COPY 
(1) Charles Gitzlaff of German nativity coming from Bristol. 
(2) Lousi Wienke of German nativity coming from Bristol 
(3) Vance Gillmore of Germa~ nativity coming from Bristol. 

L\L.. 



// 
// 

?9-

THE WESTWARD MOVEMENT 

32. By conversing with old settlers I have obtained the following information 
in regard to people who between 1880 and 1900 sold out and waet west. 
(1) Oscar Bishop went to Blue Springs Nebraska. 
(2) Victor Tichards went to Rushville Neb. 
(3) Richard Joslyn went to Halt County,Nev. 
(4) Fraak J. Struck went to Lake View,Ore. 
(5) Horace and Theron Woodworth went to Neb. 
f6) Sebastian Timeston and Family moved to Neb. 
(7) Doctor Shearer went to Kimball Neb. 
(8) Mr. Shumway went to California. 
(9) Peter Struck went to Colorado. 
~10) Winfield Carpenter went to Balefield Colo. 
(11) Van Wies, Eddys and Benedicts went to Iowa. 
(12) Edward Develin went to Austin Minn. 
(13) Milo Britton, S.D. Smith, Charles Mathews, Will Tmllotson, 

George Tillotson and Chas. Gaines all journeyed westward at the 
same time. They went to Kansas. 

(14) William Pickens went to Missouri. 
fl5) Henry Pickeris went to Iowa. 
(fufu) Charles Andras wnet to Kansa~. 

33. I was not able to obtain an~ addresses of persons who could give 
informationabout the prosperity of those emigrants who went to 
particular locaiities. 

B~~conversing with older persons now livigg who knew those emigrants 
I learned that most of then went with money, went as farmers, settled 
on f8Jl!Jll[ts and were well fixed financially for those days. 

34. I was unable to cihlledt any letters or diaries partaining to any info 
information about the emigrants. They seemed to have been destroyed. 

35. The foilowing information was obtained from very aged persona. The 
following people were among the earlier·emigrants to go WEst during th 
1850-1879. 
(1) Dr. Roswell Borne,Kan. 
(2) Mr. Philip ,Ia. with horse and wagon. 
(3) Horace Benedict,Ia. 
(4) Castrees , Calff. 
( 5) Blackman's and Bryant ' s , Pike" s Peak. 
(6) Thomas Bishop , Neb. 
(70 Edward Stevens,Ia. with covered wagon. 
(8) William Perrigo, John Perrigo, Abraham Gulick started west with 

a threshing machine. Wherever they had the chance they would thresh. 
They did this all the way out there. After reaching their destination 
they sbld their threahing machine and purchased horses instead. 

(9) James Nixon went to Missouri. He was one of the graduates of the 
first graduating class of KenOsha High.School. He became a judge 
while in Missouri. 

(10) Frank B±aekBlakisly weet to Minn. He did own a mill here, but 
there not being enough power the mill was a failure consequently 
he went west. 
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(110 Fred Curtis and Herman Curtis went to Neb. as Methodist ministers. 
(12) J.W. Richards came to Bristol in 1825. (ABBYE THE ORIGINAL COPY 

IS WRITTEN IN THE NUMBERS 1831) He came from the state of Ohio. He 
moved to Indiana in 1853 and returned to Bristol in 1865. D.U. 
Richards, Alonzo Richards and Carl Richards went from Brisotl 
to S .Dro.l:nbta. They drove through with the covered wagonin i160ctober 
1879 settling in S.D. Carl Richards is still there. He owns a 
farm there and is progressing very nicely. 

34. The following are the names and nativities of those who bouEht the 
farms sold by emigrating families:fi was not abilie to secure the information 
for each but I did sacure as much as possible) 
FARM DESCRIPTIONS DROPPED IN THIS COPY 
(1) Albert Wienke,Ger. nat, ,-born in America. 
(2) Danial Hunt,Irish nat. ,Born America. 
(3) Edward Develin,Irish nati,Vorn Am. 
(4) Frank St:ruck vent west as a butcher. 
(5) Robert Roberts.Ger nat;B. Am. 
(6) Henry Blackman,Dutch nat,B. Am. 
(7) Mr. Shumway went to Calif- as storekeeper. 
(8) Peter Struck who went to Colo. was angaged, in land work, he went 

back to Ia. and became a fireman there. 
(9) Hirman Shurat 
(10) Charles Andruss sold firm to brother George; 

Most all ilif there farms ~ere fertile. There was but little tiling done at 
this time, the land being quite wwampy. 

The farms that Britton, Smith, Mathews, and Tillatson lived on were 
very swampy. One of the old settlers told me that it was very common to 
see rattlesmakes in their swamps. Now that land is tiled. 

As statedl5efore the majority of the land was fertile and was not tiled. 

37. These farmers are more pro~~erous than their predecessors to the 
extent that they have more modern convenineces, for example: well 
drained land, ·more and better machinery, better educated, good reading 
material on varioust farm subjects etK. 

38, There is a dif~erence beteeen church relations ·in the fact that· 
there is not the interest in chruch work their used to be. Practically the 
same kinds of religion dominate. 

39. We have one abandoned church in our town, this church being, Hosmen 
Chapel. This church was one of the first no be built in the town 
It was built in 1857; This disbandment is due to the change in 
population, and to some extent to the lack of interest on the part of the 
so=called Shristians. 

40 The leading churches in our town are: (1) Methodist Episcopal 70% 
(2) German Lutheran 15% (3) Catholic 10% (4) German Methodist 5%. 
The above percentages are not statistics, but carefulestiio.ates. 
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ESSAY ON TOWNSHIP 

The majority of the early settlers who came to Bristol came from the 
New England states. They came mainly from the states of New York and Vermont. 
These early settelrs were ambitious, energetic, forward in all good work, 
believers in temperance, religiously inclined, and interested in 
education. These settlers were not wealthy but were very industrious 
people. The date at which thetown may be regarded as bff!ID.gg settled 
was about 1835. William R. Higgins made the first land claim in 
the town of Briotol This claim was made aobut 1835. 

The first famr was opened in 1836 ·yY Rollin 'ruYtle who plowed the prairie 
Bristol was named for Rev. Ira Bristol. 

Bristol had many good leaders during its early period. Some of the 
leaders in politics were: Hermon S. Thorpe, who wasmember of the 
Legislature ~or 1849, member of Senate for 1861-62~ was Chairman of the 
Board of Supervisors for twelve years, was Assessor and held all school 
offices at drefferent periods. JOhn Lacey; Ira Pierrce, 
and Jim Kellogg were leaders in politics too. ·Those interested in 
religion and who tried to promdlte the good work were Jackson, Upson, 
and Word. Waar really was ~leader; He donated the land for the first 
church to be built!., then several of the good workers went into the 
woods, selected large trees, hewed them and prepared them for the 
building of the church. This first church was built where the Westly 
Chapel now stands. Educational leaders ware Sereno S. Fowler. At that 
tiem theyhad three examiners. It has been said if the teacher could 
spell scissor she was capalblle of teaching. At about 1837 there were 
several select private schools established in various homes. Sereno 
S. Fouler and his wi~e were-both well educated.· Mr. Fowler was a graduat 
of Harvard and his wife a graduate of a select young laides school an 
Southampton Massachusetts. They established a private school in a part 
of their house which they expected, eventually, to grow into an 
acedemical- institution. A great many students form -neighboring twons 
came to this school for their edcuation. Fowlers built for their school 
the first fram house in Bristml. This building stilll stands on the 
north side of the Geneva road and is known as the old Tarbell palce. 
Mrs. George Baldwin, Mrs. Simeon King, Mrs. Dr. Saunders and the Bullens 
were among tare:tr many students. Bea.a.use of failing health Mr. Fouler 
was compelled th¢close ,the school in 1847. 'l'his was a great loss. All 
of the farmers at this time were good capable men, no:he succeeded another 
There were no stock breeders. 

Some of the laterleaders at this time and down to the present time are 
as follows; Cornelius Williams coming from New YOrk to Wisconsin was 
agtrat leader. He bought a farm and gave special attention to cattle with 
the idea of eme~; enlarging his butter dairy, which ihe started inthe 
spring of 1878. The was chairman of the Board of Supervisors ¢f 
for 6 years and treasurer of a school district for 12 years. Ed~ard Mead 
coming from New YOrk was postmaster of Cyprles,Bristol Township from 
1856 to 1863 and was a Sabbath School Superintendent of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church for many years. Samuel E. Tarbell was a 
strong ANtislavery man and strong in Republican politics, Cpmmty 
SuperYisor from 1867 to 1869, member of the Legislature for 1869 and 
held many school offices. 
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Salmon Upson wasmember o~ the Legislature ~or 1860 and held many town 
offices. Aaron Walker aame to Bristol in 1836 and was about the first man 
to build a log hous·e west of the Aux Plaines· River. 

Clarence E. Williams, son of Cornelius Williams is one of the leaders of 
the present time. He was town superviosr for 7 ¥ears, twon chariman for 
3 years, jury·commissoner for 25 years and succeeded his ~ather 'in the 
office as school district treasurer·holding the office for a quarter 
of a c·entruy. · 

William C. Bacon for 11 yesrs altogether has served as supervisor, and for 
tow terms was chai:tman o~ the· board. He served as s·chool director for 
21 years. He is a good leader in politics and odes everything in fhis 
power to fu~ther the cause of public school education. Other leaders 
alond the educational and political routines are: Willis A Upson and 
Robert F. Roberts. · · 

Bristol, at one time was alliwoodland, aithough it was not heavily wooded. 
It was told to me by one o~ the old settlers that Bristol had four 
prairie ~ires. From 1835 to 1836 (ON THE ORTGIONAL,WRITTEN ABOVE 1836 
IS 1863?) we had the largest invome of'kheat. The year-of 1860 we had 
thebanner wheat crop having the largest yeeld per-acre knoWn. Wheat 
growing ~ailed amring the Civil ~r. This failure was caused by the chinch 
bugs. Some famemerscontinued in raising wheat but to their disappointment 
theer crop was a failure. Soemthing new had to be 'introudcted. A man 
by the name of LEE INRROUDCED THE RAISING OF FLAX. This btiuhgg a new 
cvop, the fa-r·ers were timid, in ~:f':i:ftg-:i:fi trying it, Finally Lee 
succeeded in finiing a farmer who would try it. He planted th flax and 
the crop was a success They threshedc it by putting the 
rlax on the barn floor and driving the horses over it. The farmers 
succeeded in raising flax thereafter and continued to do so far from 
15 to 20 ·years. 

Soon after the faising of flax took place,dairing began to become more 
prominent. Some of the-larger farms established a· dariy. For a time cheese 
making was the improtant occupation. There were no butter ~actories 
unt·n after the cheese factories. Pllople who had 
milk to be made into cheese whould take it ot a large dairy. 
Some of the farmers Vho had ·a large dairy were Standard's,Ho1tz's 
and Reckmeyer's. As stated before after the cheese 'factevies were donw 
done away with, butter factories took their palce. Next, the shipping of 
milk in cans took palce and lastly we have the bottling palnts. AT 
prensnt most of our milk is shipped to Chicago after having been bottled 
in our own bottling plant. Those hwo do not do this take their milk to t 
the city of Kenosha and their it is bott~ed for the mode of life of the 
fmar families changed with the changes in the farming method. Everything 
was more up to date and they gegan torealize the-value of cooperation amo 
among themselves: · 

As agricultural methods changed so did everything change. 'MOre care whas 
was taken with all work and ever,Yone wmshed to become more educated. 
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There were no Badger colonies in the western states. The farmers who first 
settled here stayed here and their children became interested in 
the same work and so the work progressed with the times The new 
fmailies that did enter were mostly of Gemrna nativity. Totdy the large 
ma)j'ority of farmers here are Germans. There are some foreigners but very_ 
few of them own farms, they are renters instead. TheEe Gemrn fmilies 
are very hard workers and do make a success at farming. It seems as 
though the change of population here had not been so great as in many 
ofther places. There has been quite a few changes of late but it has bee 
been among our own townfolk. But as many are leaving the farms she . 
change in popoulation will be greater. More foreigners seen no be 
entering in now but as stated before, they .enter as rentars, not 
owners. The new families have helped the town .to ,the ~xtent that they 
have learned the more modern ways of livlii.ng and the more modern ways 
of doing the work and thus benefit themselves and others, 

The gaaEral prosperity of the famrers is surely evidenced in many ways. 
A great majority of the famr homes now have the. electric lights in 
their home and in their barns. Those who do not get the power form the 
city have aplant of their own. MOst lal of the moves have running 
water and have furnaces. We have fine accessibility to a high school. 
The Kneosha High School is twei!lve miles form Brilsol and each school day 
there is a wpecila bus which takes our giii$ and boya of high school 
age to;6school and brings them home. Specila bus rates are given these 
boys and girls .. 

There are theee churches .in our village and 1111 wbp wihh to go to_ any 
of these would have no trouble getting there as there are all good 
roads leading to the village. 

We have a fine cement highway connecting us with the city of KN:eosha 
ihe roads a]'e wibiH taken care of throughout the whole township. 

Our rural conditions are modified by the easy contact with city life 
and the fmmn home of tommorow will be equal to the modified city ho:me. 
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SCHEDU1\.E FOR THE TOWN OF RANDALL COUNTY OF KENOSHA 
FILLED BY S~"LA A KARCHER, BASSETT WILSCONSIN _ 

PART ONE 
EDUCATIONAL EONDITIONS 

1. About, 1850 
.2. No records to be found 
4. No records 
5. 1908-1926 
6. No 
7. Mrs. Chas Crane (Marne Shanley) 1897-1900 

Mis_s Myra Myrick ._ 1904-05 ·· 
Miss Hattie .·B.' Roger~ 18.96-9l7 

8. Joseph Dalton 1888-89 · 
Teres~ Tobin 1906-0!' 
M~mnie Werve 1909=13 
Mable Runyard 1908-09' 

. Gertrude 0' Conner i<;n3-19 _ 
Gladys Kerkhoff_l9l~~l9 

9. Miss Myra Myrick is now doing "social service11 work in Cleveland Ohio. 
Mrs Chas. Crane is Chairman of KCo PTA. 
10. Our school builing has one story. It consists-of two rooms Its 
dimensions are 44x41 3/4 feet. It is a frame building c6mp~~ted in 1910. 
The "Meuller" hot at:t furnace is.used. Aoubt one acre of ground surround 
the building,all of t-hich is use(j as playground. There are ·fourteen 
trees, mostly of which are old oaks. The- younger and smaller trees 
are mapels and box elders. 

11. I do not thing any school in our town has better buildings or better 
grounds=although the J:lower~ 'Lake district. has a new brick nne 'roorri 
bmilding which is modern in every way. 

12. A PTA makes our school a social center. 

]]. All the other schools have the same organization. 

14./All classes use their recreational opportunimies. 

15. No schools which are not public schools althought many of the childre 
of school age attend Parochial School at Munster in the town of Wheatland 

16. ~his school is supported by the Catholic congregation. 

17. These children attend our public shcool for three or four months in t 
the winter. 

18. Best pupils in school 11 (a) Maniel Dean (b) John Freeman 
~c) Elmer Rush ~d) Ruth Winn. 

20. In the finishing class two farm boys expect to become farmers. 

21. only one boy does not. 
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22. I think only one of the three~graduates- in pllnnning to enter 
high school. He will go to Wilmot Union Free High School/ 

23. NOne 
-24.--..:.---
25. MagaBines found in homes. 
(a)· wfsco:n·sin :Farmer~-· 
(b) Wisconsin Agricultural:ist 
( c ) Hoar-d' s Dairyman 
("ci) Successful. Famring 
(e)' Famr and Fireside . 
(f) Farm Journal -
(j) Prairie Farmer 
(h) Me Calls Magazine 

26. Graduates in Jun·e-I920:Mary Hoffman; Jo.e Ruch, Reuben Schultz·. 
Joe Rush has worked 'on his father's farm until March 1,1026 when 
his father retired from the farm. Reuben Schultz has worked on the farm, 
road, and ice at different times. 
27. Mary Hoffman is a Senior in the Milwaukee Normal School 
2~. ' 
DRIFT TO.THE CITY 
28. 
(a9 Henry Biethan-retired to Bassett. 
(b) Schlax estate..; some of the heirs in Chicag6;;.;some in this vicinity 
'(c) Winn Peterson..:.reornved to 'Kenosha-present occupation clerical work in 

National Banks. 

29.: 
(a) Polish fmaily 
(b) O'berg and Hines-Chicago 
(c) Peter PEterson-Burlington wis. 

III THE WESTEARD MOVEMENT 
32. Harrison Wing,Sensca Wing, Frank Robinson, John Robinson, George 
Robip:sori;Arch Wier. All to Harvard, Neb. - · 

33. No information 
34. NO information 

35. Hobert Kelly ·and two· sone. Iowa about 1870. 

IV IMMIGRANTS 
36. Keliy farm sold to GeaeeHa Gehrand.Kerkhoff in 1867-Ger. for some time 
in U.S'. Seneca Wing' to Jefferson Ice Co: Frank Robinson to Frank Hanke 
Ger. 'descent. John Robinson to ffti/ Ferdinand Jahns-Ger. Descent. 
Arch Wier=John Pochniclt Ger. Descent. 

37. Some were more pr6J?perous others were· ·not-difference due to character 
of people 

38. Most o'f the early settlers were not af'filiated with any particuih.ar 
chlirch The newer' families are principally Catholic and Lutheran. 

39. No churches inthe town. 

40. 50% Catholrere-37.5%Lutherans-12.5% Baptist~Methodist or Presbyterian . 
UD 
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PART TWO THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF THE'TOWN OF RANDALL.COUNTY OF KENOSHA. 

The early history of Randall is included in that of Wheatland, for Randall 
was part of Wheatland until ±@=- 1860. The majority of the early settlers 
came from the eastern states-chiefly New York State, and were of English 
descent. Most of the older settlers were of. strong-- sturdl:y character 
with only modest material resources. They emigrated to the Miilidle 
West to seek their fortuned aBd all of them succeeded inbuilding up' 
com~~rtable homes and pleasant surroundings. Ther were keenly interested 
in religious and edcuational mattern, although no church was organized 
by these early settlers. Nevertheless religiouslservices were held' 
in the different homes as well as in the school houseB. 

The first twon officrs for thw town of RAndall in 1860 were Oliver 
Re~nolds, Joseph Stout and Almerion Herrick, supervisors; 
William B10ower, crerk; In 1.861 Geroge Vinton follwwer Oliver Reynolds as 
chairman. Town meetings were held at the homes of different neighbors. 
This was decided by v.ote. One iftem gives the amount of $200 raised for 
roads, $100 raised for a poor fund. A certain piece of property paid e 
tax of $25,. thirty y-ears ago. · In 19~~ the tax on the same property 
amounfted to $347. In 1849 the amounfto of school money raised was $200/ 
IC 1921• the tax was $24,662. Among the early leaders in politics we find 
the names of William Brower, James C. Me Kesson and William his son; Wiililiam 
Harrison, Robert Fleming, and son John Fleming;Reuben L. Bassett, ·Mnrtin 
L. Hoffman,four Reynolds brothers John,Kenyon, Oliver, and Frank-· 
and Thomas Pacey. J. C. McKesson was a member o:f the assembly for several 
terms. For several years his some William acted as town clerk. M.L. 
Hoffman was chariman of the town at one tiem ;John Fleming represented the 
county as member of the assembly. BoUh he and his father Robert9leming 
were staunch Democrats. R.L. Bassett hald several township offices'and 
was a member of the assembly ~~r one temr .. ·Henry Bassett, father Of 
R.K+ Bassett was a pioneer of Randall township, coming here in 1842; 
purchasing a farm of 120 acres, UFOn which, after improvements were made, 
he stentl the remainder of his life. R.L. Bassett was·born and rearde 
in Washington Co. New York ·and there received his· education. He came to 
Wisconsin in 1846 and located on his father's-famr in Randall township. 
With the exception of two years in Raicine, he made this place this 
homw for the remainder of his life. The village of Bassett is almost 
entirely built on this farm and was named after the Bassett family. 
He gave land for the failroad through the township. In addition to 
carrying on agricultural operations, Mrt .Bassett acted as station agent at 
Bassett for over 30 years and as post master for about the same length 
of time. Other prominent characters of the early period were the four 
McCommon's brothers: Eachowned large adjoining farms on what was then called 
the McCummon's Road. James lived on his f'amr during his entire life time, 
while the other three·bJOothers, upbh' retiring from farm life, removed 
to different cities. These farms ,are now owned·by David. Elfers, 
William Winchell, Mrs. Anna Schultz and John Schaetten. Another large 
estate on this McCmnmons Road was ormed in 1860 by Dr, Josiah Hyde. 
His grandson Ge~rge is at the present time living on the marne. John 
Hunt in the early days was the owner of a large famm on the shore of 
Rwin Lakes. At the present time the vililLih.ge of Twin Lakes occupies much 
of this land. The land lying on ·tl;le lake shore·fuas been laid out in 
lots, many of which have been Eurchased by Chicago Eeople.-
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Among the later leaders of the township we note p.J. Vincent, now one of 
the two assembljmen representing KCo at Madiosn. For several )yars 
,Frank Zeffas_ has held _the office of Chairman of thw. town. _Gilbert Kefkhoff 
is· the-tow clerk;Charles Freeman, town treasurer; and Andrew Stohr 
assessor. Bernard Kerkhoff, now retired frmo harm life is a member of 
the Board of Supervfosrs. . He still owns a large farm on _the outskirts of 
the village of Bassett. William-Kline, also reti~ed from acitye work on 
the farm was for s·ever-al years clerk of the town. A.G. Stoxen now owns an 
and resides on the Burr Oak Farm, one of !-he largest farms in the gown. 
It was previousiy the estate of Colonel Porter Webster Moore. Col~ MoDve 
was reared in Beloit to which place he had been brought by his parents 
when two years old. He graduaged from Beloit Bpllege in 1858 and then 
studined law for _two years. In the winter of 1860 he was admitted, to 
the Bar. At the outbreak of the 6ivil War, he helped raise a company fro 
service. In 1864, he was a.mde a Coloneili. ibf his_regiment, which in 
the meanwhile had b_een changed to a cavalry regiment. At the close of t 
the war, he turned his attention to railroading at chihb he continued for 
2~ j<ears. At theend of this IJerfod of time he engaged exil:lusiVely in farming 
operations in Randall, owning a tract of 400 acres of the fine at land in i 
the county. On Oct-8.1864 at Beloit,Col Moore married Miss Ellen O"neill 
who w:s borri in-the tow qf Randall, daughter of Jahn and Ann(Ncintyre) 
O'Neill, the former a native_of Ireaand and the _latter born at NY,NY of 
Slcotch parentage. The colone- was a member of the Congregational 
Church. Politically he was a republican He_was well known and highly 
esteemed aot only in Randalll but as one of the prominent and influencial 
men in Kenosha Co. ~¢/He was always as ready to support good government 
gs he was to defend. it ·in the dark days of the Ci vilMWar. 

Nearly all of the wooded land in Randall had been cleardd before 1860. 
At that tiemwheat was the leading crop. About 1870 
Wheat groing failed due tO the destructin~ emmea-e~gT-Chinch bugg, f 

Yhe farmers then turned to the raining of sheep and hogs. Gradually 
dairing took the place of the earlie:s methods of farming so that the year 
1880 found Randall a darry twnsp. Butter and cheese factories were build 
t~At the present time no butter or cheese factories are in operation. 
The Bordon Milk Compapy has efected a large milk plant in_the village 
of Bassett and the majority of farmers in Randalll deliver their milk to 
this factory. The milk is, shipped in takk cars direct to their city plant, 
where it is bottled for city delivery. With the invention and manufacture 
of improved machinery and famm implements, many changes have eeen 
made in farming methmds. In many cases power farming is 
supplanting horse power. . · · 

The mode of life of the farm families had also improved i~¢/with the 
change in farming methods so that at the pres.Eimt time, we finEl many 
modern co~veniences in the famr home. 

A few farmers responded to the lure of the new prairie wheat lands of 
the west, so easily reached by the new railroads. Among these were Harriston 
and Senaca Win · 
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(TRUIIIT&tC OP THII &TATI:) 
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Jonur..ry 2?., lJ2(u 

C1 ~~oulm .. lQtto~ to ou:1• Roe!'i.HH•oh A1.le 1:n th~ F'cu.r lot:JkaiJl~oro 
count1oo. 

i:'<JUl .. !!'d.on·J.a s 

t hAD.vo Juz;~ 1.'0tw1v;;Jt~ homo rd.' tor tiHJ tr>iJ). on li!J1o1i ! 
vl.:$1 t0~l c:o:st or :rou. fol"• th'l lat!."l)Ouo of onli.otiHt.~ .;;our u.iil in 
t.Aaoomblin,.~:; mot:Jr•lt>l t.<tl t.l\ up·l)Oi!~l. l'fJforonoo to ))OJ.>ult.a. tl.<m 
o :~~~nti.:):J in. ,you.~ to·nna • 

In· t?l.:.; '-lOut•m'l or the <HHl"'~.HJO • 'i'mioh inolu.(l.e~C. ol!Ol"t oonv<Jl'Uil"" 
ti<H-10 ,.:;1 th ~ OOXliJi~CU."ublo HU111b~l" or l.)•!J1."~01H5e O<n•tuin id.oc.o Oi\t.:~ 
to ti".) ;:~:.:.clut r.uoil..tt~\tl:n{~ t:~.~, wo.d~ biit~ f;'JJI.>:i:nc; it rr;cr:•;J ~o!"i~:;it~). 
On·::J of c::w~H) iuorw I will ~jtJ t .:t'oJ.•th ;;ot'\:1 u;; p:::·o·ou bly tb; r;:;o~ t 
:C;:~!'l.L>t~r.;~lntc.l ono .fo~ '>'IO~~d.ne ou.t t1VJ 1)lr.m tiOt fo:dih in ti.J 
'',ah.;.::.ulo fo:t• t!11J :ituJ.y of LOOUl Hi.otory '>Vhi.Oh i.'lh$ l:.:f.'t tn :JO"..;,.:r 

.:;Lo:r.~u. 1 t 1u t:t1G: tl;.::r t(r.-n• clo1'~' or u.Ullh to·•:~n ·:Jill h:.,v<:t in 
!';i.;) J.l03t>OtJ~i<:m U file ()'f. tli(.t (Umu.ul <.WC1()SW'•iOUt. l•Ollu 'f:O;• t~::) 
to·.;~:;;. ·~;·1a !Wi.lOO~JnLnl.t ";."Oll ~:;ill, OOJrts.d~ti t ~~::l nrn:t;<:ru <ii' i;,ll l:..ni.l 
o·:/~:.·J:.•;;; fn.•:•a1~.~r,u:l ot~.oool•iHt.\~5 to tho ~oc tiorw o:t t':I'J towr.;G}~iD ir~ 
•.:.r:;.:i.0~'1 l'..hJ~r o;m lHnJ.. ::'01~ O~•rnplo, th·:l l1~Jt ,.,ill bot;in with 
·a;;c_tion 0~10 r.:nJ., :Vl"Ob~!bly en t:. "in{~lO :p.!.l.,£0 5 tit~'i!~v rlill ho ~~!.Villl 
tl-:.c na:~:;JQ oi" tAll ]/;.)l"'i.!Orw owuin.g l~Ul(~ ill uoction o.no, toc;ot':J:• 
·ai th tho <l(:HlOri,Vtion o:l? th.:J t~·u.ct in onwoyol•'o 0:'/l'<'lholu ( D :: 
qt;,t~z.-tol' or ~i :;; tlu.u:"to·~~. !~ !iiT q1 .. CJi.•t\l:t• o! :: 7; \~~ll.:.;rtol--, l~c.) ~:~ ... ~ 
t~'.D nun1b:at .. ot no~>lo tHHiOCHlGi.l to thi:t inliv10.unl O>'tnOl"• rt w .Ul 
bo four.-.: t.J\Llt thOOO 11ot.~l Of l~~nlt O·."IW::U"S X'OJ;Kt1n l"etlntiVwly 
;,)~:."';;:;;,zt.mt. >lh.o.t 'NO wnnt to !~l~o·r"• ilo·~JOVt::~J.•• in ~h~ ohl.ln(.~OfJ in 
o·;·.:no:x.•.:Jhi:P tl~ut took p,luoo. lot tuJ. tD'~y, 'ooaAa by .:l.~cH~u.o .. 

3inoa tit:) ht,\VC ;vlu:t~~~ j,>z:"·v~r;!l"Q\l from ~~uto:H~l z•n1miahiJ:l c..t t.hG 
{l'b::rtl"[:ot or~~loeo • of. tho lon.ll. c:mora ot t:~.ll of til.>:! to·:m!J tn t::-.o 
i'Otr: ... fountioo. .CoJ..• lObO, ,,;o o.e.1l vox•:/ .l)rox~c~rly b:Jt;in. our _,~~t..::.;iu:. tton 
ot t;;~;;: t~ollo '~t th~t c.ato.. :~'lw m .. tgg::HJt.;.}d rnotho'~ 1 til thi a: eo 
to t.h>J ~o:va clol"~l~:.•s:i orfioo. 1;.<:•1•Dir,£; ·.rJ1th you::;. r}ur1l or iH'.lr'.:C:l~ 
who cun vn.·i~o thlli !Hill'1Jil f;~or;·t ,;,.-ot~.:.· ,aott~ti<'J.tl.$ eot ont. tho t~ • .:~ 
l .. Oll :i"m ... 1·1u0 Un•l ~h.:; t-tl:\. :t~oll fol- l$170; 011r:.tn tho "t\:t,'O wo.:'ikll t~ t 
oo~~·::>G],)On~ing lli'1C~Jtl 11 bQ[;1:n vlith thi.it i.iom.n~.t~)ti<m .. ;:} o'!' lf;J,j:J.,~f.i ~~ • .:·.:. 
o.n:;n•shi;·o !O.t"' ooatlon ono tin\1 oon:Jl)~.tlv·o tho t.~·~o lioto of' r:Lmoa .. 
rr til()r:;, Ul".? £'\!~' o·;mol.~o 1n l£}$'0 ·,vllo~o nt~.mou ~o not ~PDZ;;Gl.~ in tho 
12~60 :t•olle th~·-:{J tn:.-o n<ra O<~mo~·u t~ll'.l n:::~tu::~t~lly ))tn:•e<mti ·~ho ·n:..;.va 
co~t.~ in to Lh:t town ~~1H"'ine ts~o D:i."ocaatnc t~H'l yGl'.il"'~. 1/{\:~0 t• lir.;t 
of' tho i::-.• .r~t.;.m~u it~.:~io~ t in.c in. ouah aaou tho ooo t!on in \:1:11 o.h t!EJ:Je 
ll~tJva l'.l;)l;,H~Ul. .. aa owntJ-rrJ but not :n~JCe1Je~n.'1l;r tht~~ ~o~o:r.-i~lHcn of' tta 
l.uu>l tha;r c.v.n tllo~h t.llJ.~ "1oul.~ b'it an .t~.OCQ;tttnble u\lll1 tio;.t. 

:r~vi~ mt1<lo ·t.h~ ocmJ~ ·o."i~on of tho t!th~t~f-ij lx oua tiona o:.." 
vho.tavor th~ n1.1mbo:~," 1H i:o. yo~.rx.• to·::tn 'botwoon l~h>o un~ l:~"(o, ,':'ot 
otLt .r1o•1 the l•oll i'o:t• lfjSo ~nil (H>l'lll>tiu.•a it oootton b:r Hl,jot1on ·;:it·, 
tllo roll fo'l.'" la70t li::ttins tbo n~·.':l OH.n0~<\1 ~&l bofol~\l"' 'J:;\on follo;•: 
w 1 th th~.t ~.-ou · fo1• lfl~o t tlUJ. t to~ 1900, tlli on~ to~~ J. ?l.O, th~ on~ 
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for l)20 (m.ll lustly tho ouo for 1'12~. 

I Juclt·~~') ti~n1~ :rou will fhlll tho tnlc1nt of tiH) l5.n t o-: nll 
n·:J','' lun,: O\'nw·l..·~~ by ,lt)Ofluoa f.:·om thoso n:c~oon.m:1ont :colln v1ill 
'::J·-~ c. job whieh, in th() onoo of a torm t/:n t l'01JL•c:ncmtu nn 
0.):..0.0 L torrnuhi;>, or not mo~·r) tbm tl hnl:f' un:: II :i~\On ~(Ol.< lwvo 
tho list OOI'Jl!)lotou 1 t will ro:tll'oaont tho boot onu moot :.Aofin1to 
lls t of' now ottttlf.ll"ti thnt ann .. bo Jll'OOtU''l'Oll wi tllout too rr.uch li:bor. 
You will oloo hnvo 1 f'l"Or.l·you:• rooord ot ffl1'11l•Jl."O who nolil out 
to n•JW mun• n oox•roSJ)OnU.l.nr: li>Jt or pl'o'bn'bla ot:li{~'l."l.mts ..... 
tho~:;o who wont woot o~ thouo who rot:rred to villncea, or thooo 
who oought tho oi tiiJS. 

·u1 th th1:lSO tv•o lints in h.r.nd, you will ncm bo roai.ly to 
intG1'il'iO?l ol1J. pooplo askint; t'hom r:.llout t1w fumil1en thn t cold 

. ou~ &3 to whoro thoy movoU. am~ \'lhc.t lwout:na ot them; un~ you 
onn t~lso obtain yotU'" nood.o<l infomution Ol:lbout tho fl.tr'lili .. Hi 
who movocl. in, ns to tho1:• rociul a:nd googl•al)hiot•l or-i.cin una. 
ti1a i:nfluonco tiwy 11~Ht upon tho oomrauni ty.. In dth<:n.~ 'JIOL"~~s, 
yon.~ intorviows thm.:solv..:s will bo mu.oh moro of'footiv;;; if 

. 'based t~::)on a uoh a SU£\t;· .. wtoJ. list o:f now :!)u.:r..·o~uiL~ers and lia t of 
·thos::l who aol~ th3il" f~ll."U1o., 

You will a.on.'l:.rtluss find th~• t tho nnrobo1~ or t:r•ans:tar::; i:r. 
c~rto.~in aooudos w~s notiaouhly lare<Jr then in oth0ra. ··;'i!,;,.iJ you 

· h~vo thos~ faa ts you shoulu nu~ your inf'ormu.nt::~ fo~· t£w oxr>l~:n:r. tion 
or i L v.nJ.. ;rou will tloubtl•.)SG IJo ablo to :f'in~.l th,,t tl1..:n~(j ~·ms 
o:o~ainl x·.:..w.aon in thll oonJ.itiomi of at;l•ioultu.rnl looaliti:::s ttnd 
ilJ Lho ont1o~mJntu or aom6 locnlitios at a 41utanoo -~ for 
o::-:arnple, t11o ru:1h to somll ;p1.•.airio urea lil;tJ !linnoaota, ZltJb:rasku, 
South Df~kot&, eto. 

!1ot nu u<lcl thnt we do not OA.'JHJOt th·J im·post:lil>lo i"ror~. our 
Si..is but will bo ver;,/ vtoll .l)lf;~ut~od. if :'OU will ~.vo i'J\: out u '!:c'JVI 
thln .. :~·s w·oll. ?oz.' uxampl~:1, t~houlo..i. yo a fl:n•..l. 1 t bnrJ.anucnw to 
vn·l t·.:: ou.t ~mm'l<.n·a to ull of tho qU.;)l:>t1ons u.ntiQ:l. ... ::dtwo tlon.ul Con­
(li ti<ms • r woulil not bo , 11opos$ll. to :t•ojoot a l>npo:t" i"or t:K.~ t 
rvao on.. :n1on I romind you by v1ay or emphH::da, ·th·· t ou.t" chic: f 
iAJ.tOl"lltlt iu i:tl :PO}>ulU tion OhitX.t,f;OO 61 YOU Will SGO Vl11fd~ foil tlU'i.JS 
ot thl3 ~Hlllo<lule wu will be vdll1ng to let you tou.ol1 Ul'On lightly.., 

rath boat wioh~e t~r- your au.oooaa• I :r~main 

Sinoo:rely you.~s. 

s .. n 5~ Su:par1nto.ndant •. 

.. 


