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In preparing the 50" Anniversary booklet, many people
were helpful in its development. Eileen Sorenson as an
original staff member, supplied Year Books and
information from the first years. The pictures of the
Smith farm and the newspaper articles were supplied
by Jim Smith who was raised on that farm.

Deanna Patzer and the library staff and Julie Eckhart,
yearbook advisor, made School yearbooks available for
my use. Administrator Doug Potter’s assistance and
encouragement were essential to the completion of this
booklet.

Lastly, the advice and the typing of my wife Barbara
made my job much easier.

Thank you to all of those whose help and
encouragement made the project possible.

John R. Fleischer
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50 YEARS AGO
GOOD OLD BLACK AND WHITE

You could hardly see for all the snow,
Spread the rabbit ears as far as they go.
Pull a chair up to the TV set,

“Good night, David; Good might, Chet”.
Dependin’on the channel you tuned,

You got Rob and Laura - or Ward and June.

It felt so good, felt so right,
Life looked better in black and white.

I Love Lucy, The Real McCoy’s,
Dennis the Menace, the Cleaver boys,.
Rawhide, Gunsmoke, Wagon Train,
Superman, Lois Lane,

Father Knows Best, Patty Duke,

Rin Tin Tin and Lassie too,

Donna Reed on Thursday night.

Life looked better in black and white;

I wanna go back to black and white.
Everything always turned out right,
Simple people, simple lives,

Good guys always won the fights.

Now nothin’s the way it seems
In living color or on the screen.
I wanna go back to black and white_

In God they trusted, in bed they slept,
A promise made was a promise kept.

They never cussed or broke their vows:
They’d never make the network now.

But if I could, I'd rather be
In a TV town in the 58°s.
It felt so good, felt so right,

Life looked better in black and white

I°d trade all the channels on the satellite
If I could just turn back the clock tonmight,
To when everybody knew wrong from right.

Life was better in black and white.
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ANOTHER VIEW OF THE SMITH FARM
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KENOSHA NEWS

Central
puts down
roots after
shaky start

) HENOSHA NEWS STAFF
PADDOCK LAKE — Central
. High School was born half a
century ago in controversy,
 Floyd Holloway says.
He should know. He was a
member of the delivery team.
“The school district didn't

get formed out of love and -

friendship,” Holloway said. “Tt
was formed in controversy and
confrontation. It was formed in
conflict, much of it very
unpleasant.

“There wasn't a beacon. of
light showing us the way, direct-
ing us on a very obvious course.
It was a slow, steady grind. We
pushed and pushed and pushed
forward. There were not many
times we could just sit back and

" relax. There was always a big-
ger problem ahead.” -

From the office of his Paris
home overlooking a portion of

_the Kenosha County farm he
has tended to for most of his 80
years, Holloway recenily
shared with the Kenosha News
his memories of the formation
of Central High School Joint
District No. 1, now known as

Central High School District of
‘estosha.

Holloway one of only two sur-
viving members of the district’s
first five-person board, didn't
sugarcoat his reflections. He
acknowledged there were plenty
of peopie in the community who
would have preferred more than
50 years ago that Wilmot remain
the only high school in the west-
ern part of the county.

) 1 effort of
committed:group led by Bristol
dairy farmer Horace Fowler, a
new district was formed and
Central | School was built,
with the students beginning
classes there in the fall of 1952.

In the: decades before,
Kenosha punty teenagers llv-
ing west ¢f what is now the
interstate dpuld attend a variety
of high sen%rs i

would attend Wilmot.
Holloway said many local
were unaware of the
change until after the attach-
ment was accomplished. Once
the realization started soaking
in, he said, a movement began
to right what many felt was a
wrong. -

“It was just a group of con-
cerned people with no orga-
nized head at first,” Holloway
said. “Slowly the group grew in

size, and people decided we had -

to get the land back out of the

Wilmof district.

_ “Younger people think the
tense

the group was victorious, but
the vote was immediately chal-
lenged in the courts and the
raultwasvmdedonahechm-

‘ during trimmmings.
While the atmosphere for

Taxpayer money would be
needed to pay tuition for dis-
trict teenagers who were attend-
ing other high schools, to pur-

10-18-02

chase land, to fuel a building
fund, to buy educational equip-
ment and a fleet of buses, and to
pay a principal, teachers, custo-
dians and bus dnvers. Folks
were frustrated.

“Many people were
angry,andyuueonldn'tblame
them,” Holloway said. “They
attended Wilmot, they wanted
their kids to attend Wilmot, it
was closer for many of them,
and they felt canght up in this
thing. It was not an easy time.”

The board purchased land on

Highway 50 for the new-school
and hired Central’s first princi-
pal, Allen Erickson.

Their first year 22 seniors
led in:Central, along:with
g2 jtiniots, 77°sophomores and

89 freshmen. The school had 13
teachers.

Early in the process to create
. the new district, Holloway said
he was warned by a Salem
farmer to walk away from the
siruggle, that the long-term
effects of the battle would be too

. damaging, that the fight was so

controversial people would
never forgive him for his part.
© Now, half a_century later,
some hard feelings have
remained, Holloway admits. He
does not regret the role he
plawdmcreaﬁngthedlstnctor
building the school, but he wish-
es the process would have been
lesshurried, less pressurefilled.
“I've always wondered why
our creator didn’t endow those
who find themselves with
responsibility for governing oth-
ers in some capacity with more
wisdom. So often it seemed there
wexe no right answers. You just
took the one that was the least

. wrong, and moved ahead,” Hol-

loway said.
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SMITH FARM HOUSE
IN THE LATE 1940°S
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CENTRAL HIGH FLOOR PLAN—The Ceniral high school board today revealed the final, sitate ap-
proved floor plan, above. of the new 300-student Central high school to be builli on Hy. 50 near Paddock
Lake. The plan provided for a gymnasium seating approximately 2,000; six classrooms; large science, com-
mereial, and agricultural rooms; a shop: and a library near ihe main entrance for the use of the com-

munity. The plan is designed to simplify future expansion, lower right.




THE

FIRST YEAR
1952 -1953



1952

ﬂ T the comerstone ceremonies conduct
ed at the sight of the new school more than
300 residents for the Central district heard
leaders of government and education praise
the location end progress of the school. Mu-
nicipal Judge Edward Ruefz introduced the
speakers.

Bep. Lawrence Smith of Racine gave
the opening address. He stressed that such
schools are important in keeping alive the
basic concept of the integrity of the indi-
vidual.

Mr. Willard Steinbach, school district
electrician, sealed the documents in a copper
box for placment in the cornerstone. Frank
Zubeck, local general coniractor for the
school, honded the School Board Director.
Horace Fowler, the trowel with which to
spread the first bed of mortar for the stone.

The stome was moved into place, the
documents were inserted and residents
swarmed onto the stage 1o congratulate the

. school officials.




CONSTRUCTION IN PROGRESS




MR. ERICKSON. principal of our new school was formerly of
Oriordville Public School where he was principal. Prior to that
he was in the coaching field. Mr. Erickson went io Melrose High
School; in 1839 he received his Bachelor of Science Degree from
River Falls and in 1949 he received his Master of Education from
the University of Wisconsin.

. When Mr. Erickson reported on the job. July 1. 1851, alil there
"was in view of the school site was 80 acres of pasture and abont
40 head of catile. He purchased all of the equipment and instruc-
tional needs ond in addition he had charge of the curriculum |
planning of the new high achool.

We should all be aware of the wonderful job that M. Erickson
has done.

We wish to thamk him for making our senior year a very suc-
cessful one. We also wish to thank him for the help ond under-
standing he gave us.




ALLEN ERICKSON
Principal
River Falls S. T. C.
Bachelor of Science
University of Wisconsin
Master of Science
"] expect to pass throngh this
world but once: any good
therefore that I com do, or any
kindness that I com skow fo
omy fellow-creature, let me do
it now. Let me not defer or
neglect it, for I shall not pass
through this way again.

PRISCILLA BOOTH
Secretary
EKenosha High School
"Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you”.

MARION AXTELL
Shorthand; Transcription;
Typing
Whitewater State Teachers
College
“All the world is a stage and
all the men and women in it

are merely players”.

ELVIN CONWAY
Biology: Chemistry: Physics
University of Wisconsin
“The right way o kill time is

IRENE BOSMANN
English I
La Crosse Siate Teachers
College .
“Life is real; life is earnest”.




EILEEN DEETZ
Home Economics I, I, 1L IV
Stout University .
“Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you”.

DAN KISSEL
Industrial Arts I, 11, I, IV
Stout University
“All the great men are dead
and I don't feel very well
myself”.

DANIEL DOONE
English 11, IV; Latin
Loyola University. Il
“To err is human”.

CLIFFORD PETERSON
Boys Physical Ed: Basketball
Coach: Football Coach
University of Wisconsin
“A quitter never wins, a
winner never quits”.

JOSEPH FERRARO
English III: Civies 1

" Whitewater State Teachers
College
“To strive, to seek, to find,
and not yield”.




MAURICE ROCKWELL
Music
Milton College
"He who laughs last,
laughs best”.

CERL THOSTENSON
General Mathematics: Algebra
Beloit: University of Wisconsin
A "Let’s analyze this problem”.

Iy

PHILLIP RONNERUD
Agriculture L IL IIL IV
River Falls
“He who studies diligently will
someday stand amongst kings”.

LOUIS VALENTE
. American History; Art: Social-
Economic Problems

Wisc. State Teachers College -
University of Wisconsin
Marquette University
*Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you™.

SHIRLEY SHRANK
Geometry: Physical
Education .
University of Wisconsin
in Milwaukee
Wisconsin State Teachers
College
“When your face is towards
the light, the shadows fall
behind you”.




THE WAY IT WAS THAT FIRST YEAR 1952 - 1953

When school opened in the fall of 1952 most of the classrooms were finished , but much was left
to be done . We started school on Wednesday the first week in September . However , to give workmen
more time we bussed the students on field trips for three days . The students were divided into three groups
and each day they went to one of three places , American Motors , MacWhyte Wire Rope Co. ,and the
Brookfield Zoo in Chicago . These are the ones I remember , there may have been others .

The cafeteria did not have a roof . The Home Economics room was next to the cafeteria and was
not connected to the heating system while the office and other classrooms were . All the Home Economics
equipment was in place , but nothing functioned as the plumbing and electrical hookups were not
completed I was not able to have any foods or clothing classes for two months so did units which did not
require use of the laboratory , such as family living , nutrition , pre-natal and child care , money
management , and clothing selection . We were comfortable in our room in September as the whole month
was warm . October was too cold to remain in the Home Economics room so I spent October with my
classes in the Chemistry laboratory . MrConway’sChemxstryclasswassmckwnhonlybmkwork too .

OnNovemberZwehadaHanuweendancemﬂlecafetermmthecemmnﬂomthhthesmm
overhead ,still no roof . .

We did get back into our Home Economics room in November as the workmen had hooked up
the heat by then in our room . The stoves and sinks had been installed . I was finally able to have somewhat

normal classes . Of course , there were still a lot of workmen around . Once in a while a workmen would
pop in to do something .

5 M{W%




- | 1952

THE NEW SCHOOL
AND NEW BUSES

BUSES LINED UP
AND
READY TO GO

. i ¥l KENNY JOHNSON WAS
il | IN CHARGE OF BUSES

P

——— . )




THE FIRST CLASS OFFICERS AND ADVISORS

OUB FIRST class meefing was held in September and the following class
officers were elected: Allen Reidenbach, Presidemt; Gail Noble,. Vice-President:
Betty Krahn. Secretary; and Gloria Gillmore, Treasurer. We chose Mr. Valente as
our class advisor and Mr. Kissel was appointed as our assistant advisor.

A staff was elected to work on the all important job of putting out the an-
nual. The staff is as follows: Editor, Gloria Gilmore; Assistant Editor. Betty Krahn:
Business Manager, Gail Noble; Advertising Monager. Jeanne Skillings: Art Editor.
Jim Kondelik; end Photographer, Vincent Stann.

On December 12th, we received our Senior pictures. Everyone was well satis-
fied with them.

We are now looking forward to our formal, our class play and that big day
of graduation.

And now the class of "53 wishes to thank Mr. Erickson, Mr. Valente, Mr. Kis-
sel, the rest of the faculty, and the entire student body for their help in making

this a very profitable year. It will long be remembered and cherished by each
and every one of us. -




HOME ECONOMICS
Miss Deetz
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the Tirst problems thet confronts a new schocl is tnst of

e of
sekooting a nigkrsme. We solved that problem by dlacing a3 name bOX
ia ibhe librarr. The strdénts were asked to )t the names they liked
‘n tae box

ting was called of all the class o:ificers to eliminate tas
names that werce not aloropriate. Three names were selccitad and sutb
veirors Lhe waole scho 1 to vote upen. They were: B-lldogs, Wild-
cais. 2nd Foalcons. ;
Paicons was caossn by a large ma jority,

¢

F.w meny ol Yo reallv Xnow what a foleon i
18 similar to a hawk in man- ways. Cne no
& Ialcon con Le trained easier then 2 hawk.

The Talcon 1. an stirackive nird. It's a slaty blue 2bove . and =
“biffvw white below, wiih blackisn brown bors.



RNTRODUCING

Jentrzl Hisgh Scheal . started
ouvt this Tirst scuool year with
a new principal, Mr. Erickson,
formerly of Orfordville- Public
School{prior to ~that-he was in
the cozcaing field). Mr, Brick-
son_went to Melrose Hisgh School;
in 1932 he received his Bachelor
of Science Degree from River
Falls, snd-in 1S4S he received
his Master -of Edrcation from
the University of Wisconsing

He is merried sand has three
children; Dave 10, Judy 3 _and
Karen.S montas.-

When he reporited on thesﬁob“'

all there wss 1in view of the

school site was 60 acres of

scd pasture and about 50 head

of cattie. ~He purchssed all
of the equipment and instruc-

tional needs in addition he

had charge of the crrriculum .
planning of the new Central

digh cchool.

His desire is: Hp would like
to see a wide participation
in all extra-cuvrricilar activ-
ities, and that sveryone should
receive equel: recognition.

otto and philosophy of life:

I expect to pass -throush
this world but once. Any good
therefore thet T can do, or any
¥irdness that I can show to any
felicow-creatire, let me do it
now. Let me not defer or. ne-
~leev it, for I shall not pass
this wav asain.

Our School

Y'e have a new school,
And it is called Central.
¢ aet our text books
¥ith only a small rental,

OQur teachers are helpful,
The princicel too.

30 youl!ll get along fine.
If you watci waat you do.

Ovr lessons are hard

" Ahd sometimes. seem long;

- -

4

But if you buckle right down,
You won't get them wrons.

“ztpe proud of our school.
We think it is swelli.
So we'll all be on hend

"aen we hear the Tirst bell.

kary Ling
Fresimaan

'

THL SCHOOL IN RRO:RESS

The Corner Stone of
Hish School was ot into _place,
on April 20. Many varents - and
stvdents proudly witnessed . the
laying of the Corner 3tone.

Central

On Tuesday,

September 2, the
doors oif thc new schocl oaened.
The first two dsvs were spoent

orzsnizing the srosrams a:..d act-
ivities of tau . 247 students.
Edvcationsal torrs wers conducted
durinz the remainder oi the week.

The flag which had fleown over
the Wwhitc House at Wdashrnaton
D.C. was presentzd to tne acaacl
on’ aentemner 7 by COPf“v“*Tu*
L. Smith. 4 dedicsticn sorem
followsd the raising c: ihe
The pecple then took in
sights o the school.

Fad

3=

School wss dismissed for
half dey on oSeptember 30, becimare
of a tuacnucs neesting.

a,

Alter thaf, schoolrmally~start-
ed rolling!

ED. B..TTY ¥RAHu
ASS*T. ED. LENNY MADDEN

e
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0ld Geneva Road Landmark
Gives Way to School Ground

Most folks won't ever miss

the little white [rame house.

Whizzing along Hy. 50, drivers will gaze momentarily

at the new high school up ony the hill . . .

and move on.

Not a sign of the “old Smith place™ al Paddock Lake
will remain. In this way passes a homestead—almost un-
noticed, like a bachelor dying in a foreign land.

Once it played a prouder role,
The dwelling on old Geneva road
was the center of life for three

generations of Smiths. Before that

it was the home of the Gadds, and
before that the Fosters.

This week, a wrecking crew
went to work with crowbars on its
handhewn beams and studs. Be.
tween the studding they {found
evidence that the residence is well
over 100 yecars old. Pasted inside
the walls were copies of the “Soulh-
port Telegram,” daled from 1845
to 1848,

Southport was Kenosha's name
then, and C. L. Sholes—inventor
of the typewriter—was editor and
publisher of the Telegraim. Sholes’
paper was filled with political
news in 1848, for a presidential
campaign was on, just as is is now.
Gen. Zachary Taylor. a war hero
like Gen. Dwight Eisenhower, was
one of the candidales.

‘Tar Barrels Blaze

Sholes. as you may judge from
this partial account of a speech,
vould not be classed as a Tay-
lor man:

“S. Lisle Smith, the great gun
of Taylorism in Illinois. Was ad-
verlised t{o speak 1o the people
of Southport on behall of the
kreat No Face on Saturday eve-
ning last from the platform of
the Durkee house. The night was
beautiful, and a blazing fire of
tar barrels attracted quite a crowd.
After an unusual delay, Mr. Smith
made his appearnce and, holding
on to the railing before him with
both hands, made his bow and
commenced his harangue.”

But Sholes’ words became mere
wall insulation for the Foster
home. Sheltered behind the siding,
the papers yellowed but stayed
intact for a century. Members of
the wrecking crew turned them
over to Frank J. Zoubek, Kenosha
.contraclor working on the new
Central high school.

Stage Coach Station

T.ong before the Civil War. the
home was a stage coach station on
the Geneva rond, tells Lesler
“Ted” Smith. Smith, who was born
in the home, now runs an electric
shop not far away.

“It was one of the very first
homes around here,” he said.

Smith's father bought the home

and 60 acres of land in 1878. after
moving here from New York state.
Belove that is was owned by J.
C. Gadd, English-born farmer who
later dipd en roule back Llo his
native !nnd The original owner,
Ted Smith believes. was an old-
lime carpenter nated Foster, who
apparently bought the land from
the government.

Stoul oak logs were hewn by
hand and notched to fit each other.
Zoubek explained- that the base-
ment  joists were “mortised and
tenoned” together.

Stood Up Well

Despile ifs century.long existl-
ence, the house stood up remark-
ably well. Not a sag was notice.
able in any of the three small
rooms of the original section. “Bill”
Taylor. one of the men tearing it
down. commented that the lumber
looked as smoolh as if it had been
machine-sawed.

While the ancient residence had
to be torn to make way for the
school grounds, an even older
mark of the past still remains, It
is an immeunse, perfectly-formed oak
iree next to the homestead.

Smith claims that it is the larg.
est oak {ree in the state. “I've
never secn one higger. and neither
has anybody else 1 know of."
Measured Thursday at hip height,
it had a girlh of 13 feet, 10
inches,

Exaclly how old the lree is no
one knows, But Smith says his
grandmotber. who died in 1915 at
the age of 84, lold him it hadn't
changed a bit since she came to
the area {o teach school, In 1915,
Smith placed a flagpole atop the
large tree. which still is there.

Perhaps the tree—nature's monu-
ment—will siill be growing when
the high school becomes as old as
the “Smith place.” Before agreeing
to sell his land for the school,
Smith made one stipulation—the
tree can’t be cut down.

LT T S

HOMESTEAD REVEALS MMISTORY—Copies of the “Southport Tele
gram” found in the old Smith home at Paddock l.ake this week shm\"ec
that the residence was buill over a century ago. The landmark is bein;
wrecked to make room for grounds of the new Ceniral high school
Frank J. Zoubek, Kenosha contractor, examines crumbled shreds o
newspapers pasted to a wall board. Also looking it over are, left kL
right, Fred Taylor and his brother "Bill.”




CHATTERBOX

T%\"IAHON

The F'f‘eshmn Initiatzon was -
held 'Janusry 27th, °-It. m glven :

by “the' Scphomorde Class,: i =:

A "grand march® thmughdut the’ .
schsol wis* held abi 830" AM. - It
was led Ly a -ocu¥e-~1little -Fresh-
of Ronnie -

man gk br%na riame
Phieffew,s "3id s

T waar:}ng appé!rrel u’dn31stedv
of garis - wearl.né iia;]anas, man's

‘hat, and carrying -4 baby: bottle,
Thoy dlso kad to wash their hair
and not brusk or Tsefit.

- The 'boys had +to wear dresses,
on qarts, earrm~s, neck -scarf,

an old woman s ha‘b and s carry a

doll; i

The - Freshman had to follcm all
Sophomore : ordefs, unless -they
wersa to ridfculousy” Billy Zie-*
bell H&visﬂs&mell'ing,' Carole
‘Stys ko were ‘some ©6f the many
Freéshiman thatreally-‘'got a going
over and .were good sperts about
it, -

In the eveni.ng there— was a

~ @sace held.in honor of the Fresh- -

man open - td -the ypublic. The
music was provided by Mr. & Mrs.
Schuld.  There' were' éirculars,
mi xe s,
lunch . committes -

se‘-'ved domn:s,
pop. and candy.-‘-i

The' tarn out’ “was good and it '

'was en':ibyed by everyone

FIRST.GAME: -

"The first -~ game ~in the new gym

was on Friday,:Jangary 23, 1953.
The workmen. worked very hard
and earnestly to -.complete -.-the
gy®m floor the week--of the game.
They also peaintedithe. walls and
the ceiling.. The ceiling
white, while the top.part.. ag’ ﬁhe
weil. 4s llght ‘green, sand th_e
bottom part 1s dark— green.

- ek

» VICTORY S22 .

polkas and waltzs, ‘nle <

. win.

JANUARY 1953

One 1s the workmen was injured

quite. ‘seriously when-- he. Tell -
while : ‘working: on the: heating
svste:l.— He weis® .rushed +to the

hosp;tal ‘and - is? gett.ing along
quite well now. r: i

-For ‘onr first-. game, the
9B team -played: Bu_rlington's g
team and- :lost ..by mperely five
points. -3 -.ova -

The "A" team- -also lost to Bu.r-
lington's "AT 4eam, but ,we are.
loeking forward to some mns now
that-- the boys . can have more
practice on our own gym floor,:- R

.Let's all eome- the next game ~_ .
and cheer 'bhe boys on to a

A SQUAD PLAYS‘ FAGUI.TI

‘l‘onight is the’ big night vietve,
all been waiting for. So ‘lets see
you all there. <E:

At 6:315 the Salem ._Consolldated
Grades .challenge™ the Wheatland Con=
*solideted’ Grades., This-is their
‘debut. Can't you just see those
youngs‘bers in future years. Good
Tuck guys. -

And now for the feature attrac-

© tion, our fine varsity Team niget’s

the up and coming fagulty..
Wateh those Spring chickens

.Tu st
make

N th.oée.,‘bu,ckets., An_ then ‘there rs _the

A “team speedsters. : They'll surely

...'l'h.ey're our men. ?

$ e gen the_ anie's thére will be

.a .coi gction for . the March of
‘Le%s all glw "something to

the unfortunate.



1953 GRADUATION

The first Commencement Exercises at Central High School, were held on June 5,

1953. The Commencement-Dedicatory Address was given that evening by G. E. Watson,

State Superintendent of Public Instruction,

Bethel A. Gillmore was valedictorian and

gaveher speech entitled” School Survey”. The Central High School Mixed Chorus added

to the program by singing two numbers.

The Salutatory Address was given by Betty A.

Krahn, Her topic was, "We, As The First Graduates”. Horace B. Fowler, Director of
the Board of Education, presented the diplomas to the graduates,

Ronald L. Albert
Jean A. Bolron
Judith A, Clark
Donna M, Duwell
Bethel Ann Gillmore
Gloria A. Gilmore
Nancy J. Greenwald
Jean A. Haun
James E. Kondelik
Berty A. Krahn
Darlene C, Lieffrig

IS

THE CLASS

OF

1953

Edna M. Milner

Gail V. Noble

Norma Grace Periman
Allen R. Reidenbach
Joan M, Sabin

Jeanne Lorayne Skillings
James A, Stadler
Vincent A, Stann
Phyllis Arlene Torrey
Pauline K. Wermeling
Betty J. Wienke
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Central’s first seniors

The first class of Central High School seniors
were, from left, top row: Donna Duwell, Edna
Milner, Ronald Albert, Jim Kondellk, Vince
Stann, Allen Reidenbach, James Stadler,Grace
Periman; middle row, Pauline Wermeling, Joan

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL YEARBOOK PHOTO

Sabin, Nancy Greenwald, Gloria Gilimore, Betty
Krahn, Judy Clark, Bethel Gillmore; bottom
row, Jeanne Skillings, Jean Bolton, Gall Neble,
Darlene Lieffrig, Betty Wienke, Phyllis Torrey.
Jean Haun is not pictured.

Central’s first grads cherish senior year

HEROSHA NEWS STAFF

PADDOCK LAKE — Grace

(Periman) Mathews, Edna (Mil-
ner) Streich and Phyllis (Tor-
rey) Maginn consider a decision

each made 50 years ago asone of .

the best of their lives. .

Back then all three were local
Kenosha County teens, two
attending Wilmot High School
and one at Burlington High.

With Central High School
opening its doors for the first
time in the fall of 1952, all three
and 19 other kids decided to
enroll for their senior year at
the new school. By June of 1953,
they had become Central High
School’s first graduates.

As Central celebrates its 50th
anniversary this year — kick-
ing off the festivities with a
parade and community dance in
conjunction with tonight's
homecoming - "those who
charted the course as seniors
half a century ago say they are
proud to have been irailblazers.

“It -was an awesome experi-

ence,” Maginn said. “We were
then and are now members of a
very special group. It was an
honor to be partof it. The pride is
still there. I'll always be there.”

Mathews agreed.

“That senior year was an
adventure,” she said. “I think
we all felt pretty special. There
were 50 few of us. We were all
very proud of being the first
graduates.”

That first class of seniors was
so small because upperclass-
men who lived in the district
were allowed to choose whether

- o enroll at Central or complete

their education at the high
school they already were
attending.

For Maginn and Streich,
friends since sixth grade, the
decision was easy. Central was
much closer, so their approxi-
mately three hoursen the bus to
and from Wilmot High would be
a thing of the past. Wilmot also
was overcrowded, something
Ceniral definitely was not.

Of course Central had some
gaps to fill, they said. During
their first weeks of school, stu-
dents were dispatched to field
trip after field trip as workers
sought to complete construc-
tion. Central’s first dance, the
Turkey Trot around Thanksgiv-
ing 1952, was held in an all-pur-
pose room that did not have a
finished roof.

“We really danced under the
stars,” Maginn said.

Of the original group of 22
seniors, two have passed away.
About eight of the alumni still
live in or near Kenosha County.
All have been invited as hon-
ored guests to the June 2003
graduation.

It remains to be seen if Stre-
ich and Maginn conform to the
rules at this graduation ceremo-

. ny. Fifty years ago they were

warned not to toss their caps,
but they let them fly anyway.
“Graduation was such a happy
time,” Streich said. “Tt was the
end of a really excifing year.”






THE
FIFTIES



1954

PROJECTION CLUB
Learning about the
16mm projector

INDUSTRIAL ARTS



1954

BOBBY SOX
SADDLE SHOES
PENNY LOAFERS
NO SLACKS!

. P
PP, S
B ST r

e

LUNCH IN THE ALL-PURPOSE ROOM



1955

Left to Right: Richard Hartnell, Clerk; Floyd Halloway, Treasurer; Horace Fowler
Director; lrving Halladay; and Rodell Schenning.

FACULTY MEETING



, 1955

OFFICE PRACTICE

'AGRICULTURE




FIRST ADDITION
TO THE SCHOOL







FOOTBALL

1956

Lights would not
be installed
until 1957




SUMMER OF 1957

LIGHTING THE FOOTBALL FIELD
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FLOOR PLAN AFTER 1956 ADDITION
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FRONT ENTRANCE

1957
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GROOMING CODE 1950’s and 1960°s

GENERAY. GROOMING

Mach publicity has been given im the past tuwo years to teen-age delinguency
involving gang fights, drinking bouts, and smoking vices, centering around -
groups of teen-agers who usuvally are wearing black leather jackets with gaudy
insignias, heavy boot shoes, "Elvis Presley" haircuts, form-fitting levis and
numerous other outlandish fads of dress and grooming.

Althoughthesethlngsinthemelvesmmmnt,theuadopﬁonh&svery
often brought about an attitude undesirable in the extreme. This has been
mssedbymomnomlandmeeeptablehebavm There is a saying,
"Proper dress pramotes proper conduct®. In other words, it is not the abnormal
“haircut that is bad: it is the attitude that it produces that is bad. It is

not the black leather jacket and the high booits that are bad; bntrather it is
the attitude they produce.

In order to comply with the desirable standards of other schools, the
Board of Education has adopted the following policies Jamuary 28, 1957 to be.
observedmordertoattend&entraliﬁgh&hoolorawofitsschnol yohsored
activities at home or away. These policies will be effective February.ll, 1957

1. Boys will wear belts at all times (no low slung trousers).

2. Only crew cut or regulation haircuts are acceptable (no duck-tail

hairdas or sldeburns) R

3, There shall be no slacks worn by girls at any school sponsored
function unless otherwise stipulated.

The regulation 6-inch laced shoe or oxford of non-marking soles and

heels shall prevail at all times (no ontlandish cleats or hob-nails
on footwear) i

-~

5. No jacket or garment bearing. "out of school" club insignias will be
worn at school or at any school sponsored function,

Blue denims or levis are not acceptable at any school sponsored function
(exclusive of the regular school day).



THE
SIXTIES



VERNON 0. HORNE

PRINCIPAL

1963 - 1968



1960 — 1964

Faculty Men's Lounge

Faculty Women's Lounge




1964

"BUS DRIVERS"

Office Staff at Work

"JANITORS"




SCIENCE FAIR (1964 )

FOR THE FIRST TIME
AN ART EXHIBIT WAS
ADDED ALONG THE
SOUTH BLEACHER
WALL



1964

ARCHITECT’S RENDERING OF THE PROPOSED ADDITION



e 1966

STUDY HALL




1966

THE ART DEPARTMENT
CREATED A MOSIAC FOR
THE WALL OUTSIDE

THE STUDY HALL




1966

HOMECOMING

Our homecoming game was played against the
Union Grove Broncos. The Central Falcons took its first
homecoming win in 5 years, winning 7-6.

It was rainy and wet but Bill Ivy managed to slip
down the field to score the winning touchdown. The
victory put everyone in a happy mood for the homecom-
ing dance after the game. It was held in the new study
hall. The theme "Autumn Moon" featured a crescent
moon throne floating on a cloud of angel hair for the
queen Mary Wagner. Bill Ivy was chosen by the football
team to reign as king after a hard evening of work on

e field,







1966
Swinging High

General Director, Mr. Havel; Song Director, Mr. Lunde; Band Mr. Stevens

bl

o A

THE FIRST MUSICAL AT CHS



9961



1966

STUDY HALL ( nap time?)



1966 JUNIOR PROM

Assisting Mr. Fleischer with the decorations were Mary through the work of the artistic queen. Banners hung
Schumann and Mary Wagper. The castle was erected from the ceiling and a canopy covered the tables.




THE
SEVENTIES

EIGHTIES



VAUGHN SORENSON

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR

1969 - 1989



1973 - 1974

SUPPORTING OUR

ATHLETIC TEAMS. .



1973 - 1974

The Search for

Individuality




A Typical Day
At CHS Consisted
of Fun And Work




1973 - 1974

,.u.nn.,.eﬂmu

COACH SCHLAGEL SHOUTS ENCOURAGEMENT



WINTER OF 1974 — 1975

SPIRIT CHAIN

Raised $350 for St. Jude’s
Children’s Hospital

DITTO MACHINE

| R Y e i

o o e e

T




1975

New coach sparked
football team spirit
and second place tie

CROSS COUNTRY



1975

PP

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

JOINT DISTRICT NO. 1, KENOSHA COUNTY
Salem, Wisconsin 53168

Yolaphone 414-842-2321

———— )

vocarTIONAL
EDUCATION
B U§I LDIFRG
“Openad October 1, 1975

Open House,
February 1§, 1878

BOARD OF EDUCATION:

Floyd Holloway, Paris, ‘President
Richard Hartnell, Salem, Clerk
Lloyd Knigge, Brighton, Treasurey

"Robert Baysinger, Paddeck Lake

Rodell Schenning, Wheatland
Mrs. Marilyn Thompson, Bristol
Lavrence Olgen, Reprassentative-At=-Large
v . o
Digtrict Administrator, -
Vaughn ¥. Sorengon



1978 - 79

GIRL’S ATHLETICS



1979

CUSTODIANS

TRANSPORTATION SUPERINTENDENT
WAYNE GRIFFITHS



1980

bb girls take
championship

Varsity Basketball. First Row: D. Moeller, Mgr., K. Tobin, D. Wack, D. Burnett, N.
Jungkans, D. Belanger, Mgr. Row 2: K. Lentz, T, Sylvester, B. Lichter, C. Baker,
M. Berglund, Coach Leeftink.



Sail Onﬂ_Class Of 81

1. Kim Ressel and Pete Terry were Mistress and
Master of Ceremonies. 2. Mike Nelson sang
“Poems, Prayers, Promises”. 3. As a tradition after
the ceremony, the graduates tossed their caps. 4.
Greg Sorensen presented the Valedictory Address.







BAND




1987 HOMECOMING

Junior servants show their loyaity to their masters

SLAVE DAY

Junfor’s hall decorations were “all that they could be’

FLOATS HALL DECORATIONS




Outstanding pitching
and timely birsing were
the key ingredients bebind
the swecess of the 1988
Varsity Baseball team.
The Falcons captured the
Conference Championship
with a 5-2 defeat over
Whitswater and a 10-1
conference record.

Ending the regular
season with a 15-1 record,
the team headed into Re-
gional action. The team
met their challenge shut-
ting out state ranked
Racine Horlick 11-0 and
Kenosha Tremper 3-0,

1988

BASEBALL WENT TO STATE

Competition. Rob

Polewaczyk pitched the

complete game and also

gave the Falcons an early

1-0 lead with a lead-off |
bomerun. Brest Kaddatz
added a lineshot to right
centsr RBI double and
Tim Cates blasted a two
run homer to left.
Polewaczyk struck out
five and allowed only
four hits. The win at state
was Coach Krebbiels’
100¢th of bis career at Cen-
tral. In the semi-final
gams, Censtral fared an
excellens Monroe pitcher

N

s 9 “Rankings mean absolutely nothing in base-

ball. As far as our win-loss record, I think the

7 team has done outstanding.” — Coach Kreh-
4’ biel. .

sending them on to Wan-

sau for the State Finals,
Central made school
bistory winning its first

baseball game in_State

and were stimede 7-0. The
Palcons finished the year
with a 19-2 overall record
and some greas memories.

PLAYOFFS

Scoreboard Regionals:

| Badger
Burliil'gton
_Sectionals:
"Racine Horlick
Kenosha Tremper
State:

LaCrosse Central

Monvoe

BN

72
63

110
3-0

4-3




1989

BOYS BASKETBALL CONFERENCE CHAMPS

FIRST YEAR FOR SOCCER AT CHS




SALLANIN

HAH.L




GERALD SORENSEN

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR

1990 - 1999



. Wilmiot
Badger
Waterford
Burlington

Badger

Union Grove

Wilmot

Waterford A
Burlington

Milton

2
0
) S ' 2
Union Grove _ o
I
3
i
I
f
5

1990

The 1990 girls softball team had an overall stu-

pendous season. They were only one run away from
going to the state tournament, but they did win the
Southern Lakes Eastern Division Title going unde-
feated. They were also the regional champions and
the sectional runner-ups, losing to Milton 6-5 in 9 in-
nings. The Falcons overall record this year was an
" exciting 17-4.

VARSITY-Row I: Ann Kratowicz, Sandy Sheldon, Raquel

cK. Row 2: Pam Nys, Amy Glll:mre,yoem Durkin,
Nikki Bloss, Row 3: Coach Allison, Tonya Pawl I
chelle Drissel, Michelle Kerkman, Keri Weidman, - Beth Riddle, Paula m"’“'




Voll @V‘b@. 1

The varsity volleyball |

team was the 1989 state
champs. The team’s record
was 9 wins and 7 losses,
The team recelved first place
in conference with an unde-

feated record. It was a rough .

season for the team because
of spralned ankles, appendi-
citis, and mono.' Thot didn’t
stop the Folcons. They won
the Carthoge College tour-
nament. received 2nd place
af the Milwaukee Bay View
tournament, and fiist ot the
Whitefish Bay Dominican
tournament. Pattl Raduenz
was then moved up from the
IV team.

The team wqg at Reglon.
als with a record of 3 wins
and O losses. Advandng to

Sectionals, the team was
champlons again with a re-
cord of 3 wins ond O losses
allowing them to advance to
the state tournament at Osh-
kosh. With the support of
many fans the Falcons came
home with the state ftitle.
“This team has fulfilled my
dreams as a coach. Ourteam
goal was to make if to state,
but these girls wanted to win
{1 This Is sometiing that will
give these girls a memory
that will last a lifetime,”
commented Coach Charlle
Berg.

The team received a very
huge welcome home from
the community and friends
for a great job.

3
:

.nlslty . Front Row: C. Winfield, A. Foulke, A. Johnson, D. Durkin, J.

legler. M Kerkman. Row 2: R. Zelhen, Coach Berg, R. Kerkman. Row




1992

enior Brenda Burke ond junior Jason.

q Volakgkis Kick their heels high asthey

pafamuu A Christmas Season in Mos-
cow.”

singing in

MOSCOW

CENIRAL SWING, INC.
by Erin Hilligan

mzzgmo OFHare ﬂuport

ber 25, 1992, Cmtm[.Swmg
Imwau toventureon

a om:e in a lifetime experi-
.ﬂfur capuz with same
Si?ctfaysamfm; uncomfortab accomo a-

Maoscow, Russiawas tions, the was

for C.S5.1. members ,’,’52’; % ﬁoo‘ﬁl
Christmas on January 1, 1993. Wel-

comed by

wmncwr arﬁvmﬁomc

9’ £watuﬂ(;zssam

vacation.
ndingmonths
t!ic ﬂ:ymt, set out to e
oscow the extraordi- group
and dancing tal-
ent.s Central's students,

CHORALIERS
Packedwitfi rehearsals and by Hhasher Laueon

(2

s

entral si- " g lighting
for

i®

, the
at the
Madrigal eastmﬂaccm&ar
Dressed in the garb of
naissance  times,

5 G
mnagu[taﬁndtum
its great history, Many stu-
dents enveloped the whole
cultural experience by trad- 5
ing garments with : s, meal to the me

for souveniers.

fc
afive-course
of Con-

guesb',tmd?@tg

Sfamily ma‘nazyﬁ;:x, ;&15 elite C

cert Choir, a vagety of
Kp[ano Entertainment
cmrq: tlinwmrgmtﬁ

alzsts of Centra['s

CO.WK'ER:T CHOIR,
by Carrie ek
Having to audition to
partmpate, the Concert
foir presents the best tal-
ents of Central High School,
These talents were take
UW-Whitewater this year

SJoraclinic inwhich the stu-

Jmtswzmaﬁktaﬂstmand

rform with_choirs from
Pvfuwusscﬁao&mnuétﬁz
state.

A o
ycarmc[wﬁrgtﬁe%{mﬁ-lga[

Feast in December.
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and
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phota by Wendy Mansen

by Carrie Mich
Central is on its way to

1993

special education class-

§ expanding and improv- roomswill alsoreceive a

|

the start of the new build-
ing, we will be guaran-
teeing a better learning
environment for the stu-
dents of Central High.
Due to the lack of public
support for the new
building, the administra-
tion was forced to scale
down their previous
plans and settlefora $2.9
million project consist-
ing of 18 new class-
rooms. These much-
needed additions will be
used for science, math,
art, and social studies.
Thelibrary as well as the

Ime

& mg our education. With new location.

So,
when
will
these
new
facili-
ties be
ready
foruse? Everyonehopes
that the answer to this
question is “soon”. If all
plans proceed as sched-
uled, the new facilities
will be ready for use by
the start of the new school
year.

Throughout the year

Al the official ground-breaking ceremony for Central's new additon, a
selectfeware given the honor of taking the firt step to expanding minds.

A New Addition

xpanding Central,

Kpmﬁ@h ng minds

the students of Central were
asked to make some small
sacrifices. One of these sac-
rifices was giving up the
use of the freshman hall,
which left the remaining
corridors crowded and
harder to get to classes on
time. The students also had
to get use to sounds of drill-
ing as well as various other
construction noises during
some of

their

classes.

O With the
coopera-

tion of

every-

one,

however, Central’s new
build-

ing can

b e

some-

thingall

of us

can be
proud
of.
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1994

PHASE III

CONSTRUCTION BEGINS

OLD HEALTH
HALLWAY

NEW CAFETORIUM
UNDER CONSTRUCTION




1995 — 1996

Madrical Feast

an enchanting evening

by keli jo lenz

If one saw joustere jousting, jestere jesting, lorde and ladiee dancing they might think they were at

The tenaiceance Faire or Medieval Timee and Tournament. But, once again, community membete could
sae all thig action in Central's all-purpoce toom. For the holiday tradition, Central'e choire took them back
to a time of chivalry and romance. Madrigal Feact included eating a mulfiple cource meal, singing, and

ekite ineluding even a jecter. It wac a feact fo remember the way thinge uced to be and compatre how they

ate in the precent day.

 Into the nights festivities. Thay ware
the King and Queen of the enchanting
evening.

The cambined choire stand togethar

455 to perform at the Madrical Fasst, All
decked aut in thalt unique costymes, the
choirs are ac interesting fo watch ae they
are To haar.




1995 — 1996

Gymnastics

a teturn frip tfo state

by kalf jo lenz

Having high hoim.c for a conferahce champion-

chip wae on the minde of all the gymnacts duting
the ceacon. Affer eweeping the conference with no
problem, the road to ctate began to appear closer than
ever. With etrong leaderchip from many offh;a feame
seniore, they competed at the ctate fournament, fin-

ishing with 8 very impreseive cecond place.
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M‘ 1 i i -
The newly selected members of NHS

Studying is a necessity for
this group of hard-working
individuals. They are tested
on six different academic
areas: math, science, english, 3
economics, art, and music. |
These nine students compete
against over 120 different
schools, all of which try to
represent Wisconsin at Na-
tonals. The team had an
excellent season. “T'm very
proud of them,” says advisor ]
Mrs. Bems. ’

B Rery




Shauna Lee

Anniversary Essay
The fiftieth anniversary of Centr?l High School signifies many

different things to many different people. Some of the alumni recall
fond memories of football games, school plays or practical jokes that
they succeeded in carrying out. However, when | think about the history
of the school and put it into perspective in my own school career, the
image that best relates to the anniversary image is that of the Central
High School Marching Band. Aftér all, anniversaries celebrate triumphs,
hardships, cooperation and anticipate a future that is even brighter than
the present, regardless of the anniversary being that of a married couple
or of a place of learning.

The Central High School Marching Band was formed during the
1950's, when my grandmother attended Central: Looking back upon those
performances at the football games, she recalls the vibrant sounds that
filled the air, the big puffy hats, the precision of the marching style, and
the drum majorette leading the band proudly. Alumni of the band during
those years remember the nights of sitting at football games at which
mouth pieces froze because it was so cold outside and marching around
the perimeter of the cafeteria during Homecoming week. Those were

L4

days in which the band was based upon the ideals of precision and pride.



However, when my mother attended Central during the mid-1970’s, |
the marching band ceased to exist. The students participating in the
band program focused more and more on their concert style. They traded
in their uniforms for concert attire, leaving traditions that were forever
to be associated with marching in the history books.

This year, the school board of Central High School hired an
instructor. to teach the fundamentals of marching. Those of us in
Marching Band quickly learned that marching meant lifting your knees and
pointing your toes, and did not remotely resemble the style that we had
adopted over the last few years. Some of us took on new roles as leaders
and others of us learned to play instruments that we had never
considered playing before. Yet, through all the confusion and frustration
that was exhibited at times during the season, those of us in the
marching band joined together to create something that had been feft
behind years‘ago by people who most of us never knew: pride in marching.

The marching band was a great endeavor this year, but there are
still improvements that need to be made. | am glad to say that | have
faith in the underclassmen who wish to remain in the .band for their high
school careers because they will resurrect the magic that once existed
within the tradition and pride of the Central High §choo| Marching Band

that existed over a half of a ce‘htury ago.



These are some of the people who have enriched the lives
of our young people over the last 50 years.

H. Beaster, V. Skinner, D. Uhlenhake, D. Terry, D. Schultz, K. Hole, D. Heck

J. Fleischer, B. Fleischer, J. Plovanich, F. Murphy, R. Everett, J. Binsfeld

S. Kolano, D. Cramer, E. Nunemaker, J. Elsen, V. Sorenson, E. Deetz/Sorenson

D. Anderson, T. Svendsen, M. Zwirgzdas, D. Hazlett, A. DeBell, M. Bastrup, Mrs. Keefe, M. Busse



D. Miles, E.Mirr, J. Morstadt, W. Watson, J. Christiansen, S. Delaney, L. Berns

K. Olsen. C. Carroll, W. Mott, L. Yoder, G. Montgomery, G. Curavo, T. Lampe

D. Kissel, K. Lunde, D. Bradley, A. Christensen, M. Alby, E. Stevens, T. Havel

J. Fisher, B.Brenner, S. Daniels, F. Murphy, M. Infusino, R. Runkel, D. Doone

D. Richter, P. Kummings, M. Broderick, S. Llanas, D. Carr, D. Peterson, L. Campbell
A. Bennett, R. Antes, M. Thiegs, A. Morrisan, G. Watson, J. Daily, W. Griffiths



G. St. John, W. Price, K. Allison, L. Pospisil, W. Kerkman, F. Milz, D. Thorne

J. Zavacke, C. Geronsin, S. Delaney, L. Jungkans, S. Pacetti, R. Terry

B. Elverman, D. Patzer, C. Halladay, J. Plovanich, S. Kolano, D. Miles

G. Sorensen, D. Kempf, G. Dexter

D. Zwirgzdas, T. Myra, S. Nichols, P. Fox, R. Schenning, S. Waldo, R. Hartnell, F. Holloway



M. Tierman, R. Krehbiel, J. Kroll, R. Edgington, L. Vaitkus, D. Grams, J. Steinke

D. Just, M. Taylor, P. Schroeder, J. Knutson, D. Reuter, J. Ruck, K. Simon

L. Furman, P. Knigge, C. Spencer, D. Thorne, L. Berns

R. Leeftink, M. Olsen, J. Pieters, E. Heyse, J. Hakala

T. Olszewski, L. Zematis, D. Pawasarat, S. Maastricht, L. Maher, B. Smart, J. Gillmore
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School Song

Go you Falcons

Go you Falcons

Keep your hearts aflame!

Do your best for Central High School,
Glorious is her name, U~-RAH-RAH!!
Go you Falcons

Go you Falcons

Keep your colors true!

Fight on to victory,

We're all for YOU!!
HIP-HIP-CHEERIO

COME ON TEAM LET'S GO!!

(repeat)





