
Valentine 
SNIPPETS of SALEM 

393 - Correspondence and excerpts 
pertaining to early families of 

Western Kenosha Area 
Contents: 
0-7 Huntoon, Thornburg, Kerley, Alpine 
8 Diana Cull Taylor 
9 General Carriages 
1 0-11 Garrison 
12-13 Feist 
14 Conroy 
15-17 Ela Noble Vaughn Winkler Axtell Burgess 
18-18 Sorenson by Johnson 
20 Johnson 
21-22 Ruth Thompson Bishop Smith Barrows Libery Somers 
23-24 Hardtke Renn 
25-26 DAR material Stonebreaker 
27-28 Brighton Census 1860 
29 1860 Salem Census 
20-32 Fern Bella Frost 
33-35 Mise Charts, Hartnell Kerley Stevens Squire Sceard Andreakus Nau 
36-42 undated Hess Estate 
43-52 Winnetka 1981 narrative Windes 
53-60 Gulick Swartz Edwards Rhodes Brighton Paris Nobel Brook 

Woodworth Kansasville Carey Cary Messier "Lucia Bishop Gray" 
61 Alby 
62-101 Excerpts from the Beers 1906 Racine and Kenosha Biographical 

book which is available in download in full via PDF on Google Books for Brook 
Simmons Rowntree, Runkel Leet Bishop Smith Hegeman Philips Moeller Curtiss 
Hartnell Orvis Bloss Turnock Paddock Curtiss Halloway VanAlstine 

0- 111 pages 
NOTES: 
-Pages within the pamphlets may be out of sequence because of the scanning process. 

-Numbering on these pages may include the date and sequence within each pamphlet. 

The original materials used in this project were from the FWB Fred Wesley Brown 
Collection. Some documents were photocopied before they were scanned into the PDF 
document and those will be available in print format. The originals may exist either in the 
FWB collection or at the Western Kenosha County Historical Society- depending on 
family decisions at a later date. These materials were contributed because the family 
wished that the history that they and their families have experienced can be saved for 
the future generations. 

Some "published" documents were dismantled in order to provide a 1:1 scan of the 
original item rather than a scan of a photocopy. The decision to do this was made 
because the INFORMATION was more important than the media that was used to 
present the information. Naturally, singular ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS were not 
destroyed. 

Researchers should also refer to the Valentine Digital archives which may at the SALEM 
COMMUNITY LIBRARY for more images in this collection or digital images of items that 
may relate to this booklet or related to the topic. 

Compiled 1/2014 by L S Valentine Copyright©Valentine2014 







Mrs. C. A: Hutton 
1447 N Euclid Ave 
Upland CA 91786-2302 

"'?) 
' 

J;} 
VL/ 







CAU~'O.RJ\!IA LOS A~GELES 'l'IMES 
--~--·------- ··--~. ~---~~-·--"---··----

qrf!Y.t?JYt!JJl~'h l'{f!vad(J.._oriented. I'd like to watch the qandidqtqs debate, 
-thinkourNevada TY stationsboth~p;~qrry,fng it.' 

~ident ofAipir!'.Cg4nt}; · 



011eti.me ~:a.,.u"H'. uJ.. ':"'-1;~_ ~~!:t'-~ 
terprise, an In~"'~t n~§ 
that folqed in Fel:JI:llll!'Y. ~ 
sort of sciatching oUr he~q?. OVer 
the r.ecalt" . c 

Which is!l't to spy ~pir)e 
County doesn'tJ:~!lve a stl.lke, 

Io Woodfords, . !' wiqe • sp?t 
where Callfo;ni!' •8~. · b,egil}ll. its 
swoop down into Nevad.a, Il'!Ye 
Kirby's 7 a.m. breal<f~st crowqat 
his deli and market naturally in­
clines ag®:tst Davis. W ··part, 
t.hPir~-< is fl lo~al beef: The gover-

snows still cut 
_ .· . . , yo.uoty off from the 
rest oftiie state, driving them to 
Nevada for e·ssentials. Residents 
scoot to the Carson City Wal­
Marj; orhe!'d to Minden for gro­
ceries,al\V:Q and affordable gas. 
CunentJ-Y., ~the~e·s not a real 
supermarket anywhere in Alpine 
cmmty. 

4 By all rights we should be in 
Nevada," Pettit said, recalling a 
storyabput a 1930s attempt by 
.the county to get JUlllexed into 
N~Wlda; _, PoliticiBns' in Nevada 

'~Kef, !'!' ~ @l:\C with rejected tb<lidea. · 
~:~ l)ut'M\flp: as ruo- With the county· being the 
~te;(~!W~;riQj; iequip, .sJ!lallest cog inthe Golden State 
·· · · IJ,call ctr"Jll'l; CQunty Clerk Bar­

.e la.st ~a); live state politi-
• cilU! shbweq. Up months ago, 
Y'Ae~~,:_-;B:_i:Eo?_pe., .. R~J?~.P}l~~-"e~ 
'Pi<)l-lj~i~st\'te~e~ateiu!r'came 
ti'?ll\flli {o~ yotes Nobo~r~c!llJs ·hiS .• namg ... · Assemblym#:c'.l'fur 
L<l'i)i~;.(:I]O-Tahoe ~ty). has c,ome 
~¥ '!l .few tlrr\e.s t0 che.el< in with 
.c(m;;l;it'-i,~!lt.s: Years ag\!•·· u :,s. 
~e1,4 ~f.\l:P<\1-<>: Box:~r Jll,;P'!l,i!> 
st.o· ... p•P·.··.·.q·····.·f·o·.·. ,r..20···.··.=.· ... ·.·•· .. · ... "~ .•. e ... ·.s. • .. ·.·.•.P ... ·.n···.·,·.· .. t.·,•.h ..... wayto•somewhere•cise;•·•··· 

M~•IY!\llW fit6•\\1e nla~e: A 
silver strike in the 186Ps. pll~clt on 
the map, butthe rush died with• 

shop in a decade. AlpiD,e cour;ty 

bara J9nes and her tean:! of poll 
workers wilf conduct their tally 
completely by hand alter polls 
clo:le. 

Of course, Alpine Couoty it­
st~lfJW~-_lW·polls to close. With ~ts 
tlr!¥;.wld~JY gispersed electorate, 
the county)>as'for a decade held 
elections by mall; 

·-rh~t·s good ·news~ and bad. 
:With !4~ eas~ of mail, Alpine 
COIJilty .. c0nsistep);lY p!<)ct\lces 
the higbest:v.ot~r tumoufm the 
state ;c 80~& in some elections. 
~lit it ~o ~sup th~ tab, The 
r~~·-'.c.O/;t:_,~ 1110lin~:-<tq :_m_Ore 
tll.iJn; ;~6,00,0 .Wd rf!(jqire )Jelt 
.tiw~)llilg;~\vll,~J:<~R"~SIJ.jct 
·.; .~\ltshf'sggtif.!Jil>i't¥!lective. 
AlPine'.<gD1.lPty's·.••~f\~c!Jl111Ual 
~14.9'p1ll)iqp l'\ldget for·aheriffs 
deputies, .pl8lJlllng and CVafY· 
thing.!']se,,she·sald, "is. about 
~~~~~~~~~:!::~~ spendjust • 
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Page 1 of 1 

Subj: Re: Check out 1908 RPPC WILLIAMS BROS DEPT STORE ANTIOCH IL POSTCARD- eBay 
(item 

Date: 1/9/2008 6:37:57 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: <tin"I!OY_\/\I@PfClcligy.net 
To: NI<:Jhu$1 @aol.com 

Hello, Carol! 
Nice to hear from you! I thought maybe I would see you and Arthur at the Western Kenosha County Historical 
Society meeting last Sunday. It was the first time that I had gone ... very interesting! They are very involved in 
bringing the Trevor depot back to Trevor. It has been offered to them from its current home about an hour north. 
They just have to get it back here and find a place for iL.no easy tasks! 

I was hoping to see Arthur because I have the photographs of the paintings of Wilmot buildings that were done by 
Antioch artist Jackie Horton in the early 1960's. The bank owns them and would like them identified. As I had 
them at the meeting I showed them around and got some answers, but I am sure that Arthur's would be more 
complete. So, sure, I am free for lunch most days although Thursday is best as I should be at the historical 
society on Man-Weds and Friday, I take my mother to a hair appointment at 10:00. She is doing very well, thank 
you-Saturday is her 90th birthday. We have to go to a family wedding on Saturday, so we will celebrate at the 
Stage-Stop on Sunday: She did not want a party and I had to talk her into lunch. 

I haven't won or even seen any great cards recently! Do you think that Arthur might allow the historical society in 
Antioch scan his postcards? We would only be using them for reference at the archive. You could bring them 
down and we could scan them and send them right back with you so they would never be out of your care. I know 
that you copied some for us, but we would like to scan the originals into the computer if at all possible. 

I am sorry to hear that he has lost some friends. I guess it is inevitable. I would love to take you and Arthur out for 
lunch ..... the Cotton Picker? Or do you have another destination that he might like more? 

Thanks for catching up .... we'll see what the weather is doing in the next couple of weeks. It would be a good time 
to go out for lunch as dark winter days always seem the worst. It might cheer everybody up! 

You could Arthur that Mary Newell Zahn said to say HELLO to him. 

Talk to you soon. Ainsley 

Mahus1@aol.com wrote: 

19Q8 RPPC WilliAMS .B.ROS 
tirnf' Jan-17 ,Q8 18 3() oo PST) 

AINSLEY, ARE YOU BIDDING ??????????? 

ANTIOCH ll eBay 1901 .. 88722739gnd 

HAPPY NEW YEAR AND LET'S GET TOGETHER WITH ARTHUR WHEN THE WEATHER 
STABILIZES. HE HAS LOST A COUPLE OF DEAR FRIENDS AND IS LOOKING FOR COMPANY. 

HOPE ALL IS WELL WITH YOUR MOTHER AND YOU ARE ENJOYING YOUR NEW LIFE. 

CAROL HUSN!CK 

1' 
Start the year off right. E:<tsy ways to stay in in the new year. 

Friday, January !1, 2008 America Online: Mahusl 
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PAGE 6-B-THE CI.TlZEN-TIMES, Scott~Yitie, Ky., Thursday, Oct. 29, 198t ------

Early Allen Cc;mtyResidents 
/.,-" 

IIistory of:GaniJ3on Family Given 
-. < • ' " •• • • • - -. • -

Ray H. Garrison and Eli 
W. Garrison, OOth natives of 
Allen Cou11ty, met recently 
in Chicago for a review of 
rc:cords collected by them on 
the history of Allen County. 
County Attorney James· 
Secrest helped them in· 
getting togeU1er. . .--~-p. : 

Eli W. Garrison, a rf:tii-ed 
businesSman·, resides at .. 
Scottsdale, .A..riz, He. is a 
grandson of John· Calvin · 
Garrison (1836-1886):. who. 
was ·a major in the Union < 

Army during the Civil War 
and was principal of the high 
school at Scottsville when he 

. died in 1886. 
Ray H. Garrison, ·who is· a 

Chicago lawyer and member 
of the Illinois Racing Board, . 

' 
.- h a son >o"f the late -Einmet( 

W.' and Ollie (Keen) Gar­
. rison,. of the Ch2pel till! 
comffiunity:- .. 

Both Eli W. and Ray H. 
. Garrison are descendants of 
John and Hannah Garrison, 
who- came to AJle-n County 
about 1797 Vr'ith their sons, 
Samuel W., Jonathan, and 
Yvlark. Allen County, 
was formed in 1815, \V2S then ; 

. a part of \Var.ren County. 
Samuel W. Garrison (1752- : 

12..33), a soldier in the Ameri-
. can Revolutionary War, 
settled on the \Vest Fork of · 
:Says Fork Creek, wher·e he 

·-.built a water grist n1lL He 
was the first state represent- ~ 

ative e-Jected from AJlen : 
County· to the 

General Assembly, v,-'here he 
served du;-ing tbe bitter con~ 
stitutional struggle over· 
successiotj follovhng the 
sudden death of Governor­
elect George Madison in 
1816. 
" Samuel W. Garrison was a 
four1der and original trustee 
of the Allen Seminary, which 
\lr'as incoqxJratt~d in 1817. He 
a~-sisted in the selection of 
Scottsville ns the County seat 
and was one of its original 
trustees. 

TI1e records of Samuel W. 
Garrison cs :o>dministrator of 
the estate of Abel Jenney· 
reveal the barCships 2nd life 
style of the early settlers. 
Jenney, who came to Allen, 
CDlmty from North Carolina, 
was a trader in whiskey, 
homespun, and other mer-< 
chantable items. His estate 
was sold at auction in 1807 
and included such items as 
comb, pocket book, skillet, 
alwn, pantaloons, martin-· 
gale, and neck stocks._ 

Jenney had bought 250 gal-· 
Ions of whiskey from Charles 
Mitchell, a still operator, but 
died before takjng delivery. 
Samuel W. Garrison, as ad~ 
ministralor of Jenney's 
eslale, .sued Mitchell for fail~ 
ure to deliYer the whiskey 
and recoyered. The pr?d~c-

fO 

tion and sale of whiskey was 
then legal. . 
, The early settlers geDer­
ally owned very few books 
other than the Bible. 
Although Abel Jenney did 
not have a Bible, his book on 
the "Adventures of Signor 
Gaudentio di Lucca," pub­
lished in 1803, was bought at 
the sale by Bennett Key. of 
Allen County. This book had 
be-en translated from an 
original. manuscrip~ in 
Italian concerning the con-, .. 
fession by di Lucca during 
the Inqujsition. · · · 

Eli Dodderidge Garrison· 
{1807 -1894), \Vho was a son of 
Mark· Garrison, owned. 
several books, including 
Carlo Botta's "History of the 
American Revolution,': 
which was originally pub-· 
lished in France in 18-09. Eli 

,· W. Garrison now owns Ll-tis. 
rare book and had· it with 

.him in .Chicago. . 
Many of the·- more. pro­

minent early settlers in 
Allen County are listed on· 

.the records of Samuel W. 
Garrison as buyers at the 

·Jenney estate sale, They in-· 
'eluded John Browri, Willis 
Mitchell, · William Collins, 
Joshua,· Buckhannon, John· 
Gibson, Stout Brunson, John 

, Ray, .. Jeremiah Hinton, and_ 
-----"~ 

,_ ) 

) 
.. _ / 
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\12:-k C~,;·;-)sLm. 
SCf,:L\ille W<Js built on 

land d~·t·ded to the lown by 
John Brown. Allen County 
was formally organi7,ed in 
1815 at the home of \Villis 
Mitchell, four miles north­
west of iNhere Scottsville 
was Ia ter built. William 
Collins was a member of a 
committee to superintend 
the building of the first 
courthouse. Joshua Buck­
hannon 0778-1856) lived on. 
Big Difficuit Creek. · 

John Gibson (1760·11J34), a 
Revolutionary War vete-ran 
from Fairfax Cou_.r-lty, Va., 
resided near present Cedar 

: Springs_ com_munity. He 
~ married Elizabeth- Compton 
i of Fairfax County. As a 17· 
~year-old enlistee,. Gibson 
~had joined up with Gentr&.l 
~ Washington's army upon its· 
I . 
:retreat from the Battle of I . . 
; Germantown (October 4, 
! 1777). He was attached to if-..re 
I b . f ' ' , ngade o General Char1es 
~Scott (1746-1820), for whom 
: the tovm of Scottsville \Vas 
I i later named. 
!- Stout Brunson, \Vho 
1 marched Out of Valley Fofge 
/with Washington's army, 
~\Vas in the battle at lv1on~ 

mouth Courthouse (June 28) 
~ 1778), which was the longest 
I sustained action of the Revo­

lutionary War. H_e be-;:ame ill 
from excessive heat and had 
to be Dospitalized at Prince­
ton. Brw1son, .a native of 

) New Jersey, later enlisted in 
f the Marine Service and was 

1 
captured by the.·. British b_ut. 
escaped while aboard a 

- prison ship. - -. : 
~ Mark Garrison, who w3.s a 
f younger brother of Samuel 
~ W. Garrison, was one of the 
~ appraisers of -tfle Ahel J~n~ 
I ney _estate. He had marned 
1 Mary (Po!ly) Judges in 
f Allen County, _with Joshua 
~-- Jordan as his bondsman for 
i their marriage. Jordan and 

his brother-in-Jaw, Levi 
Compton (1764-1844),. lived 
on ·Barren River at the 
mouth of Bays Fork Creek, 
where Compton owned 520 
acres _and ntL.oerous slaves. 

Jordan had been a ter;ant 
of General George V,'ashing­
ton and was with Washing­
ton at Turtle Creek in 1755 

.. -·\vhen General Br.addock was 
killed, and his army was 
rouled by the French and 

:. I0dlaDs. JOrdan ar,d Comp~ 
· ton came to the Bays Fork 
.., area from Virgiilia about 

F9L Compton was related to 

,;; (;_;,. _·n. 
bi ulht'r ic l3W. ' 

.Lly a 

,Jord<u'1 and C'otr.p~on wt:re 
unable to attend !he Jenney 
estate sale because of their 
earlier move to the Norlh-­
west Territory, where they 
became the first permanent 
American settlers of present 
Wabash County, Ill. Comp· 
ton later had a pror:-~inent 
role in pioneer Illinois and 
served as a member of the 
Constitutional Convention 
which in 1818 fr;:-,med the 
state goverr1ment of llEnois. 

Compton sold his Barren 
River farm to \Villiam 
Renick but moved away 
before collecting the sales 
proceeds. He }ater granted 
John Ray, a buyer at the 
Je-YJney sale, pmver of attor~ 
ney to collect from Renick. 

)\ 

J,_,;~'l F. G::-·rr:~:,>n, c~ :c-Jtive 
of St'rJttsville and son of 
).12rk and Mary (Judge) 
Garrison, was one of the first 
settlers in northwest 
Missouri, locating on the 
Little Osage River about 
1835. In 1B50 he went to Cali­
fornia as part of the Gold 
Rush, but died soon aft(;r his 
arrival there. 
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.7 ~ !Ike in t/ih tJui'emtt fiu.ta_, Ulfl' 
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!Ike d&trtd pr:ace. t7men: 0-

In Memory of 
LUDWINA MARIE FEIST 

Date of Birth 
October 12, 1904 

Date of Death 
December 29, 2001 

Mass of Christian Burial 
10:30 A.M. Friday, January 4, 2002 

St. Andrew's Catholic Church, Zeeland, NO 

Celebrant: Rev. John Lewandowski 
Gift Bearers: Helen Wolf and Rickey Senger 

Organist: Deanna Aberle 
Church Choir 

Prayer Service 
7:30P.M. Thursday 

St. Andrew's Catholic Church 
Zeeland, NO 

Jason Wolf 
Raymond Wolf 
Wayne Lacher 

Casket Bearers 
Joel Welder 

Daniel Welder 
Daniel Klein, Jr. 

Honorary Casket Bearers 
Mark Walz 
Daniel Klein, Sr. 

Place of Burial 

Peter Welder 
Joseph Meier 

St. Andrew's Catholic Church 
Zeeland, NO 

Arrangements by: Myers Funeral Home 
Linton, NO 



Ludwina Marie Feist, 97, was born October 
12, 1904 on a farm near Artas, SD to Martin 
and Elizabeth (Geffre) Nolz. She attended 
rural school. She married Frank J. Feist at 
St. Andrew's Catholic Church, Zeeland, ND 
on June 18, 1935. He died July 11, 1996. In 
the fall of 1996, Ludwin a moved to Wisconsin 
to live with her daughters. She was a 
member of Zeeland Homemakers for over 50 
years, a member of Christian Mothers and a 
4-H Leader for many years. Ludwina played 
organ for over 60 years, taught ceo classes. 
She was an excellent cook and enjoyed 
cooking for weddings and making wedding 
cakes. She died December 29. 2001 in Mt. 
Carmel Nursing Home, Burlington, WI. 
Grateful to have shared her life are: one son 
and daughter-in-law: Francis and Kay Feist 
of Great Falls, MT; two daughters: Carol 
Feist and Mary Jane Feist, both of Burlington, 
WI; two grandchildren: Laura and Michael; 
one great-grandchild: Saville Feist; one 
brother: Pius Nolz of Zeeland, NO; and one 
sister: Martha Marek of Houston, TX. She 
was preceded in death by her parents, her 
husband Frank J. in 1996; two sisters: 
Katherine Senger and Helen Welder and 
three brothers: Andrew, Adam and Phillip 
Nolz. 

© 1997 Caring 11mes F68 
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APPENDIX 2 

IHJ: COSIWJ' FAMILY 

For practical purposes, the history of the Conroy family begins with the 
marriage of Feafeara Conry's son John to Elizabeth Foulke, daughter 
and sole heiress of Robert Foulke, member of a prosperous family of 
English settlers from Staffordshire. John Conry was 43, Elizabeth a 
beautiful girl of r8, and her father objected to the match, not only because 
John Conry had no money but because he was a Connaught man. The 
marriage nevertheless took place, and John Conry, who was a friend of the 
Bishop ofTuam, obtained a 'Bishop's Lease', a lease for ever at a nominal 
rent, of a small estate near Elphin in Roscommon. John Conry had 
social gifts and a condition of the lease was that he should build a house 
on the land to 'be company' for the Bishop. Feafeara also ]eft a few 
acres in Roscommon, a remnant, according to Conroy tradition, of the 
ancient family estates, and John Conry set up as an Irish landlord. He 
rose in the world, became armigerous, that is was granted the right to use 
a heraldic family coat of arms, mixed with the best society in Dublin, 
became particularly intimate with the Ponsonbys, and added the 0 to the 
last syllable of his name which henceforward was spelt Conroy. 

His son, John Ponsonby Conroy, father of Captain John Conroy, 
married Margaret Wilson, great-great-granddaughter ofVerrion Wilson, 
a captain of horse in Cromwell's army, who had obtained large grants of 
land, in Longford and Leitrim, confiscated from· Irish owners. 

The circumstances and social standing of the Conroy family had thus 
been transformed since the days when objections had been made to 
Feafeara's son because he was a Connaught man. 

The Conroy Papers were deposited in Balliol College Library by Sir 
John Conroy F.R.S. (Sir John Conroy's grandson); who went to Eton, 
took a first class in Natural Science at Christ Church, Oxford, became 
Science Tutor at Keble and from r8go until his death in rgoo was 
Science Tutor and Fellow of Ba!liol. 

433 li 
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Iiesr .e;leanor, ®C' 
l~~ ~orry_l di~n't feel up_to ~kin~_to ~~u ~hi~ morn~ng~ I've ~~\ 

bad a l,l t·cle dl§';ostlve upse·t tn.Ls weeK. ~~d ssla ac; flrst, chat you 
were looking .for information about the Bur~;esses, and I kne'W I would 
not be able to find what little I hov~ without considerable looking. 
Later, h'; was !nore specific abot;ct '-:1t you ;,oianted,. , 

l C '·'n tell you tb~t t"~ kmn'""'"'eS (To"'"e 'c T''rentc'; ll'vea' -:.~ ...__ , ·"'--' c_;_c; ~-''.1..1.1-t:_J'--''--)--.., \_~' V-.L.O"';. '-' _!d .._ 0 ..._ 

in the house where Delmar hoble, and luter his sdo Dean, lived. It is 
the house with a wide wn on the south just north of the Atherton 
house, if you know which one that is0 ~ boarding house for the 
Academy (the effie 1 one, that is though other p~ople did take in 
students and tecJchers, I ucderstH ) was (just to the south of the 
Burgess housee To the south of t, the b k 'house was the Jackson 
house, 8Dd then the Roy Vaughn hcJse, snd the ~inkler house. ~~be house 
where Grandma Axtell kept Acad boarders is where my mother and her 
brother, Wayne, and sister, Cary , grew up~ It was_an old house, thenl 

. Grandfather land :cxtell bad died, in 1886 (lb98)in Denver, wbere 
ho had gone seUing a. cure for tuberculosffis.. gr:indmother brought 
the children back to ,·h_scousin nd :~3t,'3Y(~d that stx:1'Il-Sr \vith her parents 
jn Brook1yn~ ~vi.. some time thc1t surri~ner, orge Ela ,qnd J-oe Summers 
drove over to Brf'oklyo in a b 'c;y tccnd asked G randms if' she would come 
to Hoche,s ~~er and bpen a boarding i·~oLH38 for _.:\cedemy stud en s and 
teache~se Ttey promised her free tuition for her chiJ_dren if she wo1 ld 
do th3t.. Sbe felt it was a \V-:J:_y to earn a '1 ng in a pl:~ce where she 
was known and had friends~ so e[;ree:d.. ( 1_-._:e'Ic::r, sbe paid tuition for 
all three c ldren, when the t ce1ne!) 

-:ro t;o bock i'srthGr, G}'andfatLJer Axtell d ;.:;radc;:::ted from Beloi..t 
Co11EJ!ii;e,\vi_th honors, married 'llY f'"''''dl'10"Lher, end taken tne job of 
principal of Burlington High ,.:)chcol, v;here_)le taL~ght e.nd VJas adminis­
trator from l8d7-ldd9. Be then went to be princinel of the Beloit 
"'i .h bcbool, and then, bec,Juse be fol:t Dt couldn't do a good ,-job 
of t~::-acb.ing v1itbcut including rel on,\ be-- res:lgned and tcok a job as 
v"Lce princi~al of the privo.te Be1ffi t AdJdemy. l<'rom tbere, he went to 
Yankton S.D., where he mug 'nsti2ernotics and physics at Yankton Colle•c;e. 
~;bile he was t~ere, Beloit_ Co] seQt f¢r him to come back snd loc~te 
a preparatory ~cademy for Beloit so:ne~her~ in southenst 0isconsin. While 
in Burlin~ton, he ha.d become ely acquainted in thj_s reg~on, and le3rned 
of the emty building where the tist Seminary hod closed a year or two 
earlier, in Rochester~ 

_,_ Ee opened the Ap_CJdE:nny in s_nd bro t bis fam:i -_!y hc;;re. wavne 
9 been born in Burli , !"1ott.er in 1fuit ">.n H:39U, and C:13ryl 

;_1,r:::;s born in Hochester., a e:y rentc<1 D house on the e.:-:st side 
o.f the river and lived ole t \-.Jore in H. howev _,r, 
G~:andfatLer controcted to bave a sr:;2ll touse left on tbe s.e .. corner 
Of btate !3t., and l:iC~Jt iS DQ\,V c:3]_] "riC')devry ''Ocid. !' bo~-~ever, by 18'f737, 
-:;rar.dfat:::c~r H3S ill ':Jitb t~b.... :Lch be had ;:;]_',tn~ys been able to snccess-
fully combat up unt'i l then., l~l-o i:,h:-=:r r;aid t old building NBS d0mp~ ... 
Hwater condensed on the vJc.lls,. 11 order to re?;ain b:i.s health, he took 
a position teact•ing at lt ty Col * s proved no improve-
meflt ... ~11dust blS'd :311 the t 1JjJe pre:::.~ ent of t"ne college had hesrd 
of a doctor who see·;ned to be ng good resu_lts in Denver, and insisted 
thot he go there, and even p~:1 t(le family's "~tVay .. he refused to let 
him resign, but m5de him take a let3Ve of absence .. 

At first, :Jenv:-:;r 1/Ji;S <:i_n r(J\!Efment~ ¢.ein the fal1 5 the air there 

is crisp 3nd cle~:n1 CLld e:;;sy to b1e'ltL·lo at a ·nile above sea level. 

"'''-
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.. as 
however, in the 1vinter, so:'t coal i.s burned, and the spring is late and 
apt to be damp. For a while, Grrndf@ther was able to toke teaching jobs, 
bicycli.ng to and from work. •t, in tt;e spri.:w; ce C•:ntrscted pneumonia, 
sod died roth,,r suddenly. , y grE<.clLnother vni3 36 1 with 3 young children. 
tihe had one day to pBck and sell I·Jbet she co ·ldn t ship. 

She was matron for the nc~jde~y until it closed in 1912. Li'e also 
had guests in the summer--city sr,J~le who cs~e out to the country. ~rs. 
Ga-Llup stayed \l!ith ~er j_,le t,· ,'ou~-;e '.<;;;;~ b3in::; built, srYm,:; of' the tim8 .. 
'lfter that, she •.vent to \ia JkescJEJ Etld ·c·J3B m;;tcon for ;em agriculturol BCiJOOl 

~, , k ' · l11' ·Lhere for two ye~rs, and a~ tt1e so~e ~1me, ~oo a ca~er1ng course.. ~oen, 

she became. motron t'or the •:<och, • b.'chool, iiOd 1:1as there pro~· ply until 
' ' l9ZA I ~~. p Gbout :(.9:)6 ••• not sure of t:·e date, ,C:Jhe was there ln . :J.7, • ::oy 

193?,-~Be l1ad retired, sod soent several months in Colorado with my folks. 
She d~ed ~n Msrch, 1939. 

I'm not st1re when she stJ ,~-·2 bo2rJ~n~ l·ouse, but it ~793 probably 
at the time the Academy closed. ! he then bought tbe little house on the 
corner, tnat Grendf;Jthnr bDd h:Jc1 b1.1ilt. hy fir2t mem,crigs of her are ot 
th:J-t house. ~-~l1e rented it C:',o··~:et~L J.-?,(3, in t:- 0 ·ri~1't9r, hut al;;rsys '4EH1ted to 
stay therG in the:) sum~nor. Ho':J s c lovo~J th(?t house! .Ghe and l"lrs. BrJl.lack, 
next door, planted a long row 8'' r·eooies betw~en their bOU'1es, and sLared 
the blooms. She built on t11e porcb, which w~s not there in 19~4, when 
i\1iothcJr I:JBS mcJ!'ried from tl,ere., ;.t \JIJas scroened, and had 3 swing .. 

. , lvlr. Eolley boDght tlr1e ~~ou;:;.,_;; --~'Dr his DotL-::_,~r and sister, Gfter Grandma 
died, and lived there with the~ fter his retirement from the Ag bchool. 
he rnDde many cbaoges ••. added the VJO story addition at the back, end 'did 
something different with the roof. 

I've not keot track of who lived in either house, over the yeers, 
after the lolleys. '11he Dicker;sc·'s were in t: '' bO''tding house place for 
a long time. Botn houses b:Jve b0:cn very ettractively remodeled, I think. 
It seems ~ood to see the imnrove~ent.,whicll was long needed. 

Sometime between vJben 1ve leTt in 1926 and Ol).r next visit in l92d, 
she had a bathroom put in. 1 knoJ it was there in 1933, and l believe 
earlier. Sou1eone told me once t: Jt people trwngbt my gr3odmother w<'s 
weBithy! Uhe l·!o~ked very hard oil. her life,"made over"clothes, koevJ 
many ways to save money on food, etc., ich she taught my m~ther, who 
used them during the depression. Jncle 0ayne went to work on ferms when 
be was 12; before thetTjl he spaded people's e;,qrrdetls, etc. l'iotber took care 
of child•en from so eerly age, caught fish in the river and sold them, etc. 
cVhat little she did manEJge to seve in in,·est"Jents was lost wben Sem Insull 
departed the country with a lot of people's savings. St~ll, she managed 
to come to Colorado to visit us 8 few timea, sod in old age, went to 
l'lashington, D.C. to visit l"louot 'roon soc other plAces she and via,'land 
h:1d planned to see. She ol•·:a;>s"kept herself' up" sod was ladylike, even 
when serving dinner \after cooki it) to a bunch of boorders • 

.c'his is probably more t '!Du wanted to knovJ. I found it hord to 
stop! 

1 can't tell you much about the Bur~esses, except that they had 
farmed at Bristol until he retired. he served as mayor of Rochestor ••• if 
tnat was whut it was called ••• fcF several years.· Hrs. B. also "took in 
boarders" in the su(limer. In old Rge, they Iived with the Blas, both 
at Jiiverside Harm and here. 'l'here Dre still relRti·.res living in Kenosha 
County • 

. Some people heve asked whet ppened to 0 ncle Wsyn3 and Auo~ C ryl. 
•vayne worked his way througt1 Beloit and lJ, or 'vv. engineering c;ll.rse. Be 
served in :B'ral'lce, and after tne \•l,'r in Siberia with the American Expedi 
tiooary ~orces. be w~s much decor~ted in that war. In ~WII, be was 
:Post En,;ineer at Hort Sill, rmcl after tbat, worked at C'ncpac et uaweii, 
and then at the i'enta[';on, retiri as a Qolonel. ne is buried at Arlington 
qt' 1 cet;]eten:, Qaryl married li:ue;rt dilL,r and died at 2CJ ofdtuberculosis. 
one ''Jenc to t:JueLLln· Conserv•:•tory Ior C' yeers, ana tten entere socla.L @ 
service work in Ill, a.nd J'~iihv. ''Y mother ''as luckier--her t.b. 1.vas 

caught early and tre"t.ecl 1,vell, r0;co she d:ced at 91! K. Ela ?-



r .. s .. Uccle wayne had one son, t-rt, wl-to w/ n a .::lchol 'rshiD to Harvard, 
ond graduated vvith honors.. I-.~e servea in durinp:; ,J "Jli \Ji th heavy 
artillery, and was in the ttle of the Bu . Later, he served as mayor 
of a German town, during the occupation, he pi refugees. He went back 
to harvard and got an MBA 0nd worked for a company th~t sent him over-
seas frequently. He married a rl whose father was high up in the RH~&~-l 
nuclear enerr·;y cocnmission, ''•nd trey h:Jd two children. l'he girl, named 
Ludy after my grandmother, is ~ doctor in At nta, m~rried to a doctor. 
The snn liveP in CT nnd I know l.ittle 8bout hj_w& Hobert is buried in Arl~ 
}\i:Jtioaal Cemetery, also and so, I believe is -·:.unt Deb and Bob's wifee 
D b l . d t h g 8 • • d b . "· T. l ' • . d . d' . l9L4 l B b p _lve o ...... e u, lD orl, a, , UL- uncLe wayne le_.. ln o , en( o , 
a .fc:w years later.. ;4ar takes its to1·1 i.n many ways! 

' t C l d • ' ' .. "' n ' h "'Mil d h . t ' ' t t Aun Dry lea ln Long J.;eacb, ·vP)_, VJL_,_ereu-~an ma _nd aKen ner o ry 
to get her well. Nobody had susoected she was ill, for she was always 
r::nergetic end 11 life of the p:1rty 11 c~n l,r~Jith people.. i3he hod an operation 
for wh<Jt was supposed to be spnendicitis, and they found t.b. instead 
"all through her." 

1'1other was dLagnosed 3 yc::::}rs l:·?ter by JJ1:¢ ~en, in h:Jcine. J?ather 
said he"~alked to the doctor, we around by Un:i.on Grove and put the farm 
up for sale." It was either 3 y •. :ars in a snnotorium for ··:other, or else, 
Dr. F. knew of a man ldoctor) in Paso that was having good results. 
Within a month, the f~rm was sold and we were on the way. It happened so 
ra·2t, l have no doubt that there were many interesting interpret;=Jtions 
put on the sudden move. We children remember going to that doctrr's office, 
overlooking tte Plaza, in Peso, and Notter resting in an open top 
tent in the back yard. Father got a job selli Hoover vaccuum cleaners, 
door to door, and it was while dol.ng; th~t be heard about Longmont, CO,. as 
a good place to live. lhe high, clean air, and the fact she was diagnosed 
early probably saved her life. Colorado at that time was full of people 
who had been supposed to die of t.b.! Yenrs l8 r, the Mayo Blinic con­
firmed th~t she had had t.b. and bed completely rerrovsred. 

\J'iell, you didn't kno>.N wh~~t you '"'Jere starting, when you asked about 
the Burgesses! Wow! 

Sorry) 
r~ ~ !EL < typi sn't improved with a;;e! ) 

P.b. l1ly mother, Clarice, elso want to Oberlin, and p;radueted from 
the kinderp;arten training course. e to t at Grinnell, Iowo, in the 
colle~e kinder~arten for two years, before ~8rrying Father~ 

Ben's mother ~~d one yesr enri o J.ittle ~ore et Uberlin, ~1h00 sile 
fJeca,.-11e ill '\1:1_.tr tvcho·id ;cd r, to ;~he ~~,_----!_ '_(iven piJno lessons for 
severel ye.:?rs, to eern her v-;Dy,. GrntJdf:_other .-1.xteil hired her to teach 
voice and r;iano ot the 1lcsdemy tt:D'' he d n' t think she vms qualifi.ed. 
:She could never say enough go obcd hi.m~ -Lt VJOEJ tbst job that brought 
her to rlochester, where she met o .Ela, a soon married him. I 
exooct it was partly because of t~:at and later friendshin with oy parents 
and grandmother that she iDvited me to Sunde t su~por with th~ 

pinalls, \\'hen l \i,ras Vlsj11iug tl-ern ";f~"='r 1 S death .. 111h8t one 11ec;ting 
resulted in 13en's 1;ritiog to e fo:: e next 2 y~;ars, before I sr;:;sin re­
turned to Rochester$ ~fter t~e ~esrrial service for Bob, I began seeing 
Ben, and he visited me i.n Colondo U•at .fn11, and in JHnuary, 1949, 
formally wrote, asking me to marry h • then, I W3S thinking of going 
back to school, and put him off for several months before deciding to go 
aher:-)d. Everyone tho t the r:1arr-' z3 v~ras suddenl In 8 little tO\Nn, 
thnre c;re ro many ties ... _.or 1 sro 'ld s_;y, \·Jo-ce .. 'L·iow ther·e are too many 
peoole to kno~>l much about anyone! f-~ 3 .. .. \jy 
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GETTING TO KNOW AGNES SORENSON 

A year ago Agnes Sorenson expressed a special joy during prayer time at church. 
Her joy was the fact she had just turned 90, which made her the most senior person 
in our congregation. She has seen many changes since she started in first the 
Methodist and then the Presbyterian Sunday School. As a teenager she attended 
both Sunday School and Church Worship at the Congregational church and became a 
member in the 1930's. She was active in "Junior" Bible Class and other youth groups 
until she married. She taught Sunday School classes for children and adults. Agnes 
has been in Ladies Aid, Christian Service and Pairs and Spares and served as 
secretary of most organizations as well as Sunday School Treasurer. 

As a small child, she lived on the Piper farm on Hwy H, north of Hwy E on what 
is now the Kirchner farm. Her family, which included two older brothers, Albert and 
George Pallesen, lived there from 1910 to 1922. The family then moved to a home on 
Hwy E across from the present town hall where she lived until 1934. 

After high school, Agnes attended Racine Kenosha Rural Normal School in Union 
Grove for the one-year rural teaching course. Her first job was at Twin Oaks School 
in the Town of Brighton. She had 15 students in grades 1-8. That school building was 
restored and is housed in the Western Kenosha County Historical Society in Trevor. 
In all she taught three years before deciding to go back to school, this time at 
Trenary's College of Commerce, as she didn't enjoy building fires, sweeping floors and 
all those other necessary non-teaching responsibilities. Her next job was in the 
office at MacWhyte where she worked until she was married. 

On November 20, 1937, Agnes married George Sorenson in the Congregational 
Church. He was a native of Somers and a vegetable farmer/trucker. In June the 
following year they moved into the new home they built. This charming cape cod was 
her home from 1938 to 1989. She and George had three children, Sondra, George 
and Spencer. Tragedy struck Somers on June 5, 1945. On that Tuesday afternoon, 
George was hauling a truck load of ear corn to Plymouth, WI for Bert Christiansen. 
Bert and his 10 year old son, Lynn rode along with the load. On Hwy 57 near Grafton 
the truck was struck by a passenger train and all three were killed. This was a 
tremendous loss for this close knit community and our church. The Sorenson children 
were only 6 t, not quite 4 and going on two when they lost their father. Agnes' 
mother who had suffered a stroke came to live with her for the next five years. She 
said that although her mother could not get around well or speak well, she was a good 
listener and a great comfort. 

In the early 50's Agnes helped migrant children with reading and 
math skills at Paris School. She also served on the Board of Education of 
Washington School for nine years. During this time she sometimes had to step in and 
do some substitute teaching. At this time our community was also seeing a great 
influx of AMC workers from Mississippi. Berryville School had a big surge in 
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enrollment and a 5-6-split grQde doss was offered to Agnes in October of 1954. 
She said she really enjoyed teaching the second time around and credited her change 
in attitude with the fact that she matured. Night school and summer sessions led 
to herBachelor of Ed. Degree from UW-W.hitewater in 1966. Agnes taught at 
BtrrYIIII~ '~iltll'i970', 'ci~qthen transferred to Somers Elementary where she taught 

: • • ,~ : : , - ··, i .·,o _>,.; ;:, • .!:' '.-.; ;::. .:-· ·,: - . : -' • l 

until s~e retir~g. [n 1,975. . 
~;; ' ;·~ ' H ._; '< ;:,, '·,1 ~- ,-· "' • 

CHrcing thi,s,;time her .children were growing up and getting their education right 
along ;..;,i.th ~~.the~ .. S~11dr~, attended UW -Stout. She and her husband Gene have two 
daughters and when they were in high school, Sandy began working at the Kenosha 
Public Library where ·she became supervisor of acquisitions before retiring. George 
graduated in 1966 from KTI with em associate's degree in the Fluid Power Program. 
While working at Allis-Chalmers he took "flying lessons" and in 1969 was hired by 
United Air Lines from which he retired with the rank of captain. Spencer studied at 
UW..:Madison where he earned a PhD in 1970. He began teaching as an Assistant 

'::p~,if~ssor at the University of Illinois: Champaign-Urbana in the Mechanical 
E~:~ginee"~ing b_epartment. In 19S4 he moved his family to Denmark where he is 
:e!l9~ing,.qnd doing research in the Laboratory of Energetics at the Technical 

,l!nJv~rsity: of. Denm.ark: Lyngby. 
Since•.her·retirement in June of 1975, Agnes has enjoyed traveling. She made 

several trips to Denmark, spending time with Spencer and Ingelise and their two sons 
as well as visiting her many cousins wham she has met since World War II. She was 

"thrilled to find the places her parents lived before they came to America at the 
"Turn of the Century". Two of her most memorable trips were a tour of ,the Holy 
'Land and Athens with Rev. Curtis and Beth Runkel in 1979 and celebrating a "Danish 
Christmas" in Denmark which was :Something she had long wanted to do. The trips to 
Alaska, Nova Scotia

1 
and the Rockies with dear friends Louise Smith and Pearl Lauer 

were great adventures and are precious memories. 
When Agnes decided ·to leave. her home and move into her current apartment in 

1989, her daughter Sandy and husband purchased her house. Agnes still drives her 
own car and continues to be interested in many things. She spends much of her time 
reading, doing crosswdrd j:ll'ruie~ and bird·wdtchil1g. She is the grandmother of six 
and a great grciridmoth~r of tiNJ. is oovious when talking with Agnes that she 
epitomizes the r:eference to being young, IVhen one says, "90 years young". I'm sure 
this int~r'llieWer iS':iiot qlone wh~r! she wishes she would be as mentally sharp and 
physiCally ind~pinM~t .wh~.~ she reaches her "golden years." In the mean time she 
wants to c'p,9ra,tyiQtiA9n~s as she celebrates her 91'' birthday on June 3rd . 

. • 
-Myrtle Johnson 

~ 
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GETTING TO KNOW 
Gwen Johnson 

z ttt)r 

On February 21, 1916, a baby girl named Gwendolyn was born to Elizabeth and 
Henry Sheard at their form in Dover Township, Racine County. She was welcomed by 
two sisters and a brother. Four years later another brother became her lifetime 
playmate. They grew up helping on the farm and playing in the fields and woods 
surrounding the farm. They spend many hours building rafts out of old fence boards 
and tree branches so that, "We could go sailing on the pond". 

When Gwen was six years old, she went to a one-room country school with about· 
twenty other children from the surrounding farms. After eight years she graduate.:! 
and went on to a high school that was a bit unusual. It was called The Racine County 
School of Agriculture and Domestic Economy at Rochester, Wisconsin. The emphasis 
was on agriculture and farm life. It was closely associated with the Deportment of , 
Agriculture at the U. of Madison. There was a dormitory on the property where a.bout 
20-30 boys and girls lived and went to school. Many more drove to the school each 
day. This was 1934-38, during the depression and Gwen felt fortunate to be able to 
work for half of her board, helping in the dorm for three of her years there. Boord 
and room was $9.00 a week, Monday a.m. to Friday noon. During her senior-year Gwen 
commuted from home where she was driving all tractors and trucks on the form as her 
help was greatly needed there. 

From "Ag. School" as it was known, Gwen went to the Racine County Teachers 
College at Union Grove for two years and earned a license to teach in the rural schools 
in the state. Her first job was in a well-supported school near Waterford, Wisconsin. 
There were nine pupils enrolled that year and eleven the next. After two years there, 
she moved to a three-room state graded building with about sixty pupils. It soon 
became evident that a four-year bachelors degree was in order, so off she went to 
Whitewater Teachers College. After completing a degree there, Gwen taught two and 
a half years in the city of Waukesha, Wisconsin. 

About this time, her sailor boy, Keith Johnson returned from WWII. They were 
married July 31, 1948, at the English Settlement Church near Rochester, in Racine 
County. They raised four children, son James and his wife Gwenetta live in Fairbanks, 
Alaska. The three daughters all live in Wisconsin; Deb and Art Siegel in Pleasant 
Prairie, Donna and George Kmetz in Eau Clair and Beth and _Bob Roson in Oconomowoc ... 
Gwen is the grandmother of nine. 

When Beth, the youngest went to school, so did Mom. She taught fifteen years at 
Somers Elementary before retiring. In the mean time, Keith w'orked for Christ Iron . 
Works. Together they operated an antique shop in the basement of their home. The 
business included furniture refinishing and chair caning. After Keith's death in 1988, 
Gwen sold their home and moved to her Condo. She enjoys visiting her children and 
has made innumerable trips to Alaska over the years. 

~() 
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GETTING TO KNOW 
RUTH THOMPSON BISHOP-SMITH 

My roots in the Somers Church go back many generations. One plaque I 
own says the Stetsons arrived in the Somers area in 1836. (My maternal 
grandmother was a Stetson.) The Spence and Strong families arrived about 
the same time. All three families were the founding fathers of the present 
day church. Originally the early settlers were of Scotch-Irish decent so the 
first church was Presbyterian. The early Methodist and Presbyterian 
churches united to become the Congregational Church in 1921. Other name 
changes were the United Church of Christ and Somers Community Church -
United Church of Christ. 

Now to my long-life personal history: I was born at the Kenosha Hospital 
on November 14, 1915. I was the second of four children born to Harry and 
Edna Barrows Thompson. 

My mother was always active in the church being a member of Ladies Aid, 
and teaching young teenagers. Gloria Chubrilo's mother and the late Lillian 
Woltersdorf's sister, Jessie Jensen, were members of her class. Mother 
was also a member of the early Pike River Bible Society. She died at age 32 
when I was eight and my younger sister only four months old. My father 
kept his family of four children together by having Mrs. Iorns as our 
housekeeper. She and her son Vernon lived with us for many years. 

My early life revolved around church and school. I especially remember 
the programs I was in at Woodroad School, a one room rural school, and the 
Christmas and Children's Day programs in the Somers Church. Those 
performances were filled with both anticipation and anxiety. I can also 
remember at least twelve different ministers; all it seems, with different 
ideologies. 

After eighth grade, I attended the original Mary D. Bradford High 
School now called Reuther Central High School. I began in 1929 at the 
beginning of the Great Depression. I graduated in 1933 and then for the 
next two years I went to the Racine-Kenosha Rural Normal in Union Grove. 

I was eligible to teach in the country school so for the next five years I 
taught at Liberty Corners in Salem and at Stephenson School near Kenosha. 
My contract at Liberty corners said I was not permitted to teach if I 
married. The local school board at Stephenson didn't have that restriction 
so in 1939 I married E. Sherwood Bishop in the Congregational Church in the 
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village. Sherwood's ancestors were also some of the original founders of the 
church. 

We moved to the Spence-Bishop farm on Highway EA. We had two sons 
James S. and E. Sherwood (Woody). Both boys attended the congregational 
Sunday School in the village. Jim. and Carol's two children Ann and Jim III 
were the sixth generation in our church. They both live out of state now. 

Jim and Woody's dad was killed in 1947, when the boys were not yet 3 
and 7 years old. A few. years after Sherwood's death I returned to 
Dominican College in Racine to get my four year degree. I graduated in 
1955. Then for the next sixteen years I taught at Sunnyside School (now 
Grewenow) in l<ienosha. 

When I married Paul Smith in 1971, I retired from teaching. I moved to 
the city and have lived in the same house ever since. After Paul died in 1984 
I began doing volunteer work in the Learning Disabilities classrooms at four 
different schools (Frank, Sunnyside, Bose and Stocker). I still volunteer at 
the Kenosha Hospital twice a week as I have since 1962. 

Even though I live in town I continue to attend the Somers Church, as I 
have ever since I was a small child. I have served in many capacities over 
the years teaching Sunday School, singing in the choir, serving on various 
committees and being active in Christian Service. 

I can recall many of my Sunday School teachers namely Mrs. Eunice 
Bullamore (Marjorie's mother), Mrs. Mabel Rhodes (Wendell's grandmother), 
Edith Christensen Hendricksen (Marjorie and John Aderman's aunt), Mrs. 
Mabel Longmore (Joan Marti's grandmother), and especially my last Sunday 
School teacher, Mrs. Elizabeth Felten who taught the Junior Bible class long 
after many of us were no longer Juniors. She was a wonderful inspiring 
teacher who. had high moral standards as to what was acceptable behavior. 
She especially didn't condone church related activities such as bowling, 
dancing, movies, or shopping on Sunday. My own father didn't either. 
Neither he nor his hired help worked in the fields on Sunday. 

rm so happy to see so many young people and young married couples 
actively engaged in the work of church. With their dedication and 
enthusiasm I feel very good about the future of the Somers Community 
Church- United Church of Christ. 

-12- ~~ 
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Thought you might 
enjoy seeing this. If 

you would like to drop a 
note. or give a call, I'm 
sure 1t would be greatly 

appreciated. 
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Renns celebrate 70th . 
Alvin and Louise Renn of Brookfield Will celebrate their 

70th wedding anniversary Wednesday, Oct. 4. · · · 
Mr. Renn, who was born and raised In Hinsdale and . 

Clarendon Hills, married the former Louise Buschlng, who 
was raised In La Grange, Oct. 4, 1930, In La Grange. 

The Renns are members of St. John's Lutheran Church of 
La Grange 1111d have lived in the same home In Brookfield 
since they married. . · · < · ''·" 

Mr. Renn worked for Diamond T Truck and the Chicago 
Northwestern Railroad before his retirement. 

The couple has one daughter, Barbara, who lives with her 
husband, Elwaine W. Hardtke Sr. in Lombard..· .,. w' 

Grandchildren and their spouses Include Elwalne and Deb- \ 
orah Hardtke Jr., Mark and Cheryl Hardtke Sr., Barbara and 
Russ Hansen, Christina and A1 Schefske Jr.', Marcia imd 'J)'oy 
Huber Sr., Wade and Tonia Hardtke, and Tricia and Mad{ . 
Walton. ,.,, ····•· • · · :;,;, ;:,;.:., 

Great-grandchildren Include Jason, Doug, Briana, MalkJr., 
Kristin, J. Michael and Trevor Hardtke; Michael, Allison aiid 
Katherine Hansen; Kaitlyn, Jessica and Ryan Schefske; and 
Troy, Tyler and Danielle Huber. Another great-grandchild is 
due in January. ... ·· · · · · .... '"v~ ···~·~ ~-....... . 
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Matthew Grant (r723-t8oo) commanded a company from East Wind­
sor at the Lexington Alarm. He died, r8oo, in Windsor, Conn. 

Also No. •¢7•· 
_,,_ -~ 

MRS. JESSllt ATWOOD DUNFIAM. 

Born in Hazle Green, Wis. 
Wife of Henry Dunham. 
Descendant of Corp. Bartlett Nye, as follows: 

1. Joshua Atwood, Jr. (t8to-68), m. 1838 Susan Low (t809-9J). 
2. John Atwood (b. 1758) m. tBio Jane Nye (X79<l-!S52) • 
3- Bartlett N ye m. Deborah Ellis (d. 1840}. 

n8rsr 

Bartlett Nye (1759-1822) served as private and corporal under Cap­
tains Crocker and Fishe, Colonels Sparhawk and Freeman, Massa­
chusetts troops. He was born in Sandwich, Mass. ; died in Fair­
field, Maine. 

Also No. 1107o6. 

MRS. GltORGIA FINK SHRINER. n8152 
/~--~--

Born in Odebold~ Iowa. 
Wife of Charles E. Shriner. 
Descendant of Ebenezer Clarke, Daniel Clarke, Daniel Redfield, Job 

Buell, Job Buell, Jr., Col. Peter Vrooman and Elijah Reed, as fol­
lows: 

l. John W. Fink (b. 1852) nt. 1873 Orra Juliette Stonebreaker (b. r854). 
2. Levi Fink (rSt6-94) m. Caroline Vrooman (18x8~I907); Orrin Stonebreaker 

(1B29-1go8) m. 185o Ruby Brannan (x83o-1902). 
3· Bartemus Brannan (b. 1785) rn. 18o5 Sally Clarke (1790-I858) i Peter Stone­

breaker (t8oJ~6J) m. t82B Juliette Reed (x8n~8s); Peter Vrooman, Jr. 
(t784-t853), m. 1807 Lucretia Schoonoven (!788~I8JQ). 

4 Daniel Clarke m. 1780 Rebecca Davis (b. 1761); Seth Reed (178a-t823) m. 
18o8 Polly Buell (t;86-I8$I); Peter Vrooman m. 1764 Engeltie Swart 
(b. 1742). 

s. Ebenezer Clarke m. 1740 Ann Dlmmock (I724-1Soo) ; Elijah Reed m, tst 1767 
Esther Bates (b. 1748): Job Buell, Jr., m. 1779 Ruth Redfield (l7S6-t8J9l· 

6. Daniel Redfield m. 1749 Margaret Crane (b. 1725) ; Job Buell m. 2nd 1753 Sarah 
Murray (1733-1818). 

l!beneter Clarke (1717-92) went out on "first alarm" with a company 
from Mansfield, Conn. He was born in Rowley, Mass.; died in 
Mansfield; Conn. 

Daniel Clarke ( 1756~t8n:) setved as a fifer under Capt. Experience 
Storrs in 1775· He was born in Stafford; died in Mansfield, Conn. 

Elijah Reed (1745-1822) was a patriot and signer of the Dutchess 
County Association Act. He was born in Middlesex Parish, Conn.; 
died in Amenia, N.Y. 

:-~·~: •" ~. ,., '~'c, ~". 
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DAUGHTERS OF 'l'Hll AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 

Daniel Redfield ( I)'29-88) served as clerk of the Committee for De­
fense and Public Welfare, I)'7S, from Clinton, Conn., where he died. 

I 

He was born in Killingworth, Conn.. . . · 
Job Buell ( I725·9I) served on tlie Le;fngto~ Ji.l.irm from the town ol t 

Killingworth, Conn., where he was born. He died in Clinton, Conn. l 
Job Buell, Jr. (I758-r819), enlisted, 1775, in Capt, Job Benedict's 

company. He was born and died in Killingworth, Conn. 
Peter Vrooman ( 1736-94) was commissioned by the Provincial Con­

gress, I775· colonel of the ISth regiment, New York militia. He 
was born and died in Schoharie County, N.Y. 

MISS FLORENCE ADELE DODGE. 
( 

II815J . 

Born in Chicago, Itt. 
Descendant of William Dodge, as follows: 

I. Charles Jesse Dodge (b. 1856) m. 1878 Elizabeth Wilson (t848-rpro). 1 

2. Marcus Wells Dodge (r821-93) m. r842 Julia Ann Hendrickson (r824MI9n); ~; .. 
J. Chester Dodge (1788-tS7!) m. 1813 Martha Cone (1;>92·1888). ; 1 
4- William Dodgem. 1782 Lydia Nichols (b. 1753). ; 

William Dodge (1758-r828) was placed on the pension roll of Jeffer· . · 
son County, N. Y., 18r8, for three years actual service as private, · 
Connecticut Continental Line. He was at the Battle of Monmouth. 
He was hom in Mansfield, Conn.; died in Richland, N. Y. 

Also No. 44540. 

MRS. ELIZABETH JEWETT MAcNEILL. JI8154 

Born in Prospect. Conn. 
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This card is published to extend non-sectarian world-wide activities on 

behalf of human needs and to further understanding, fellowship and peace. 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SERVICE COMMITTEE, INC. 

78 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
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Charlene Brandes 
843-3903 

Sue Stoesser 
843 3274 

Carol Konicek 
889-4148 

Art Bushing 
862-2658 

Charlie Berg 
857-2668 

Diane Eckhart 
857-2888 

Barbara Vines 
708-872-6714 

M 

Sheila Stohr 
843-4323 

M-W-F 

r------
Joe Wallender J~ West 

694-4084 857-6980 
M F 

Leota aylor 
473-3996 
M & Til 

laurie Wright 
537-4416 

Bea Jacobson 
534-2858 

Th 

Helen Andrekus 

Linda Albert 
786-7950 

Debbie Baer 
423-8177 

~d?~~ Z{ltl1 

I 
Jan Eckola 

T 
Pam Lee 

763-3754 
I Sally Marzahl 

763-6741 

Wenjy Turk 
763-2504 

Caro Nau 
878-2544 
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Est~ of Robert C. Hess, Jr~ 

Apple Butter Kettle - Copper bucket has been burnished and lacquered. 
This circa 1900 bucket shows evidence of having been manufactured 
from rib spun sheet copper~ The upper rim is rolled over 
a 1/4" diameter iron ring~ The bail is iron and the bail 
rings are brass. $250.00 

Fire Place Equipment - Iron log grate with false birch logs, 
tool stand with tools and a Cape Cod lighter are all modern 
items. The tool stand and tools are black painted iron 
with brass handles. The Cape Cod lighter is a burnished 
brass covered measure with tray~ 

Doll - This 4!" bisque socket head has sleeping eyes and open 
mouth with two teeth. The head has a short haired wig 
and is attached to a fully jointed composition body. Overall 
size is 18" and condition is mint. The clothes are proper 
for the 1915-1925 period. The back of the head is marked 
"Germany, JDK, 1914, copyright, Hilda" and bears the mold 

40.00 

number "237". 2,500.00 

Doll - Baby doll has a 3" bisque head attached to a cloth body 
with celluloid hands. The clothes are a christening outfit 
which may be from the 1930's era of the doll. The head 
of the doll is marked "Copr. Gr~ce S. Putnam". Overall 
size is 11". 

.China ~ These 13 pieces are all decorc,tive 'pieces' of it.rio£ c"hina': ·­
Each piece bears the gold colored Lenox trademark on the 
bottom, signifying that it has been manufactured since 
1953. For the most part the items are all open stock and 
currently available. All pieces are cream colored and 
have a gold rim decoration. 

1. Compote has 11" diameter and a ribbed pedifoot. 

2. 9!" diameter bowl decorated with Holly pattern. 

3. 6 3/4" diameter bowl decorated with Holly pattern. 
' . 

4. Footed compote has 9" diameter and is 6" tall. 

5. Nut bowl has 4!" diameter and a gold pedifoot. 

6. Serving dish is 16!" long in the shape of three jointed 
leaves. 

7. Celery dish is 5!" x 13!". 

8. Leaf shaped mint dish measures 4i" x 10". 

9. Basket weave pattern bread tray measures 6!" x 13!". 

10. Sweet meat dish measures s~· x 9". 

11. Covered butter dish is 3" x 9". 

12. Pair 5i" tall candlesticks are fluted columns. 

13. Bud vase is 2!" tall. 
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Est. of Robert C. Hess, Jr. 

Cups/Saucers -Collection of cups and saucers include 13 sets. 
Sets are porcelain and bone china and include tea~ chocolate~ 
and demi-tasse sizes~ 

Pitcher - Crystal pitcher is 7" tall, has a plain "star & blaze" 
pattern and is acid stamped "Waterford" .. Pitcher also 
bears the current paper label used by Waterford. 

2 Steins - Half liter steins are common variety plain mugs of 
today with pewter tops and cream and cobalt coloring~ 

3 Framed Porcelains - 2 porcelains are oval in shape and measure 
4" x 3!". The third is round with a 3i" diameter. They 
are in wood frames and appear to be transfers that imitate 
Sevres, but are not marked~ Value is decorative only. 

2 Busts - Busts of women dressed in a religious motif are both 
white unglazed porcelain.. The 4!" bust bears a "Cybis" 
marking on its base and is chipped. The 4 3/4" bust is 
green marked "Boehm" on the bottom .. 

Lamp - Plain brass tubular floor lamp has 3-way receptacle. 

Miniatures - Lot of miniature jugs, animals, bells, etce are 
in various media and number approximately 50 pieces. 

. Figurine - Porcelain, 7}" tall figurine is of ,a youn<i lady dressed 
in a red skirt and bodice with green hat and white muff. 
The base is marked "Royal Daulton HN 1934" which identifies 
the piece as "Autumn Breezes• manufactured 1940 to the 

$100. 00'~ c 
~~.....-

40.00 

35.00 

100.00 

40.00 

15.00 

35.00 I' 

present. 185.00 

Figurine - Porcelain, 8!" tall figurine is of a lady dressed 
in white & gold with green trim and holding a dance program 
book and pencil. The base is marked "Royal Daulton, HN 
2315" which identifies the piece as MLast Waltz", manufactured 
1967 to the present. ' 200.00 

Figurine - Porcelain, 7" tall figurine is a lady in a red gown 
with a mottled yellow and green scarf and red hat. The 
base is marked "Royal Doultan HN 1834" which identifies 
the piece as "Top o• the Hill", manufactured 1937 to the 
present. 

Figurine - Porcelain, 4!" tall figurine is dressed in a red 
gown with blue stripes, a red bodice, green striped apron 
and white hat. The base is marked "Royal Daulton, HN 1680", 
which identifies the piece as "Toatles", manufactured 1935 
to 1975. 

Figurine - Porcelain, 42" tall figurine is dressed in gown of 
shaded blues and a white cap. The base is marked "Royal 
Doulton, HN 1678" which identifies the piece as "Dinky 
Do", manufactured 1934 to the present. 
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Est. of Robert C. Hess, Jr. 

Pr. Candlesticks - Brass candlesticks have the turned design 
style known as "beehive" and have internal push rod ejectors 
for candle stubs. Units have 3 5/8" square bases and are 
10" tall. Circa fourth quarter 19th century. 

Pottery Bird - 6" tall by 6" long pottery bird is marked on 
base 11 Stangl 3626".. This figure depicts a Hummingbird. 

Pottery Bird - This cardinal is 6!" tall, 7;" long and stands 
on a 2i" diameter base. The base is marked "Stangl Pottery 
Birds, VMF 7444". 

Metal Collection - Included are 16 bells of assorted sizes (most 
are brass), measuring 1" to 6!"§ and a dozen small brass 
items such as candlesticks, etcG 

Figurine - Bisque figure, 7" tall and 6" long is a donkey. The 
base is signed "Cybis" but this appears to be a Japanese 
copy. 

Figurine - This unglazed bisque figure of a boy with a fishing 
pole is 8!" tall. The base bears a blue "Lladro• mark 
and a paper label. 

Book - This book "Geneology of the Link Family 1417-1951" is 
by Paxson Link. The primary value of the book is .the US 

· --White'House calling card which -bears· the- ~lgnature ~f "Dwight 
Eisenhower" .. 

Miscellaneous Lot - Assortment of small pieces of glass, 
china, pottery and metal items are all of minor value and 
decorative only. Approximately 60 pieces. 

$65.00 

25.00 

40.00 

140.00 

15.00 

40.00 

75.00 

75.00 

Total Living Roolll $17,892.50 

c 

DINING ROOM: 

' 
Dining Room Set - Modern era, eight piece Colonial style set 

includes dropleaf extension table, 6 rush seat ladderback 
chairs and a two piece closed hutch cabinet. The set is 
cherry wood. The table is a six-leg gateleg (2 diagonal 
corner legs swing out to support the leaves). The fixed 
leaf measures 28" x 46". Each dropleaf is 24" x 46" and 
there is one lOt" insertable leaf. The skirt is plain 
and the legs are tapered round and fluted. The chairs 
have ring turned legs and posts with 5 horizontal slats 
in the backs. There are two ring turned stretchers on each 
side of the chairs. The seats are paper rush. There are 
2 arm chairs and 4 side chairs. The hutch base contains 
2 blind panel doors surrounding three 22" center drawers. 
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Est. of Robert c. Hess, Jr* 

Dinirg Room Set Continued - Above these are three drawers 
proportioned in width to the bottom and surmounted by one 
4" full width drawer. The upper half of the hutch is stepped 
)ack 9!" and contains three 3" high drawers across the 
Jottom surmounted by two 18" x 31" six pane glass doors 
flanking a 12" wide fixed panel center section. The top 
>f the cabinet is flat and trirruned by a 3" concave colonial 
nolding. Paper label in drawer reads 11Pennsylvania House 
.~eproduction by Louisburg Chair and Furniture Co~ #N94". 
overall size of hutch is 20! 11 x 54" x 73!" .. $1,050.00 

( 

?"" ~j;(: 

Cake t:ets - Two individual cake sets consist of cup, saucer, 
c~d cake plate in each set. The sets are green jasperware 
hard unglazed porcelain) with classical figures around. 

1 'ach piece is incised nwedgwood, Made in England"* Mid 
; Oth century. 

Dresser Tray - Porcelain tray is square in shape, measures 8" 
~ 12", has a 1/4" raised rolled edge and is decorated with 
a design of a stylized daisy. The bottom of the tray is 
Uirked "Limoges"o Circa first quarter 20th century. 

The following 14 items are all acid stamped or "signed" with 
t:te Fleur de lis and overlying ribbon banner containing 
the word "Steuben•. This is the trademark of the Steuben 
Glass Works which commenced manufe.cture in 1904. In 1918 
Steuben was purchased by Corning-Glass Works,'but continues 
today to produce glass of exceptional quality and often 
of distinctive shapes. These items appear to be of the 
mid 20th century era and all are clear and colorless. 

1. Penguin, 6 3/4" tall. 

2. Frog, 5" long. 

3. Horse head, 4" tall. 

4. Cat, 4" tall. 

5. Whale, 5" long. 

6. Bird, 4" tall. 

7. Owl, 5" tall. 

8. 2 Bowls, plain with 6 3/4" diameter. 

9. Compote - 9 3/4" tall with loop design and a 3" 
footed base. 

10. Creamer & Sugar - Bulbous shaped pieces are very light, 
3i" tall and have applied handles. 

11. Pair Candlesticks - 4i" tall with a hollow space or 
"teardrop" in each column .. 
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Est. of Robert C. Hess, Jr. 

12. Pair Candlesticks - 8 3/4" tall, baluster shaped, with 
a hollow space or "teardrop" in each column~ 

13. Pair Candlesticks - 3!" diameter candlesticks are shaped 
like and known as "paperweights"~ 

$75.00 

25.00 

Total Dining Room $1,581.00 

KITCHEN: 

Table - This dropleaf extension table of walnut has a 25t" x 
41!" fixed leaf and 15" radius half round dropleaves. The 
round straight legs are fluted. The extension tracks have 
been removed beneath the table and the leaves have reinforce­
ment slats applied to repair the splits in each. Table 
is last quarter 19th century. 

Table - Small modern mahogany dropleaf table has plain turned 
legs. The table is colonial in style and has a 10" x 25" 
fixed leaf and 9" x 25" square cornered dropleaves. 

Television - This 
with stand. 
5 years old. 

set is a »sony Trinitron 11
, 13", color portable 

Serial number is 23762 and set is approximately 

Microwave Oven - "Amana Radar Range" is lf cu. ft. and has a 
stainless steel outer shell. Oven appears to be approximately 

75.00 

35.00 

90.00 

8 years old. 75.00 

Dishes - China service for 12 has 92 pieces total. The 
pattern is contemporary and stamped on back "Andora" by 
"Noritake". The pattern is a white background with a small 
floral border. 

Dishes - This contemporary china service for 8 has 7 piece place 
settings plus the service pieces. The pattern is "Cattails" 
by "Picard", identified by marks on back. 'There is a total 
of 64 pieces. 

Print - This 19" x 11" color print bears the information at 
lower left center "Original etching, Exeter Cathedral, 
(South Tower)". The lower right corner bears a pencil 
signature "J. Alphege Brewer•. The lower left corner bears 
a pressed logo or cachet. On the back of the frame is 
a tag reading "Printed in color at one passage through 
the press by the artist -Edition Limited". The frame 
is 1/2" wide plain wood. 

Prints - 9 assorted prints are in various small sizes and include 
a 12" x 8" •wallace Nutting• exterior. 

Kitchenware - Miscellaneous glassware and china include the 
items normally used everyday in a home. 

Page 10 of 21 40 

125.00 

160.00 

75.00 

95.00 

40.00 



c 

6' 
~·'•' 

E~t. of Robert c .. Hess, Jr~ 

J...trdiniere - This porcelain planter has a 10" diameter and is 
7" tall. It is supported by four small feet., It has two 
dragon shaped handles and is hand painted with a chrysanthemum 
design. The base bears the marking "EAS-1895". $90.00 

Bells - A 3" x 24" strap of velvet has six brass sleigh bells 
attached to it. The bells are graduated in size from li" 
diameter to 3" diameter. The bells have been polished 
and lacquered and are typical of the late 19th century 
horse strap bells. 40.00 

Bell - Push button type desk bell of brass has been polished 
and lacquered. The bell diameter is 4i" and the bell is 
very plain. 25.00 

Figurine - This 7 3/4" tall porcelain figurine is a monk dressed 
in a brown robe with a rope belt and carrying a basket. 
The base bears the trademark "Royal Doulton HN 2144" which 
identifies it as "The Jovial Monk" which was produced from 
1954-1976. 250.00 

Figurine - This 7" tall porcelain figurine is an old woman seated, 
holding assorted colored balloons. The figure has a green 
skirt, white apron, red blouseq green shawl with red fringe, 
multi-colored hat and a basket at the side. The bottom 
bears the "Royal Doulton HN 1315" trademark which identifies 
it as "Old Balloon Seller" produced from 1929 to the present. 185.00 

Figurine - This 7!" porcelain figurine is a character seated 
on a brown box holding multi color balloons. He is dressed 
in green trousers, black coat, brown vest, white shirt 
brown hat, black shoes and has a knapsack with white dots. 
The bottom of the base bears a trademark "Royal Doulton 
HN 1954" which identifies the figure as "The Balloon Man" 
produced from 1940 to the present. 

Figurine - This 4 3/4" tall procelain figurine of a little girl 
holding a basket with two ducks at her feet is marked on 
the bottom with the three line mark of "Goebel". It also 
bears the mold mark 197/2/0. The figure is identified 
as "Be Patient" by "IM HummelR manufactured by "Goebel". 
The mark dates the figure in the 1964-1972 era. 

Bowl - This Bi" pottery bowl has a ringed pedifoot base. The 
piece is 5i" tall. The bowl is blue jasperware with a 
white applique in the Grecian Classic design. The base 
is incised "Wedgwood, Made in England". 

Jasperware - Seven pieces of blue jasperware pottery are all 
decorated with a white applique in the classic motif. These 
pieces include a vase, 2 small pitchers, pr. candlesticks, 
and 2 small plates. None of the pieces have identifying 
marks and all appear to be copies of •wedgwood". 
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Est. of Robert C. Hess, Jr. 

compote - This 6" diameter compote has a pierced and gadrooned 
edge with a plain bowl and a weighted pedifoot base. The 
base bears hallmarks that are not readable~ Total weight 
including weighting is approximately 2 ounces troy. 

Liquor Measure - This double shot measure has a teakwood handle. 
The inverted measure pours two different size portions. 
Total weight is approximately 1! ounces troy. 

2 Pr. Tongs - One pair of tongs measures 5!" long and has "clam 
shell" tips. The other pair measures 6!" long and has 
"clam shell" tips. Both pieces are impressed with English 
hallmarks. Total weight is 2 ounces troy. 

Lamp -Miniature fat lamp is in the shape of "Aladdin's Lamp" 
with a cotton wick in the spout. Lamp is 5" long and 2!" 
tall. There are no identifying hallmarks. The lamp does 
not appear to have been used. Weight is approximately 
l ounce troy. 

2 Toothpick Holders - Urn shaped holders have weighted pedifoot 
bases that are impressed "National Sterling Co .. " Total 
weight is approximately 4 ounces troy. 

Baby Cup - This cup is engraved "RCH Jr. 1913". The makers 
mark on the bottom is not readable~ The cup has. numerous 
sma'if'dents. Welght is approximately 1 troy ounce. 

Spoon - This baby spoon has an engraved picture of a boy and 
a dog in the bowl and bears the legend "Me and Tige". This 
spoon depicts "Buster Brown" and is impressed on the reverse 
side of the handle with the "Blackington Co." hallmarks. 

Soap Dish - This rectangular covered box is completely plain 
and separates into two halves. The box bears the impressed 
pseudo hallmarks of "Gorham". Total wei~ht is approxi­
mately 4 ounces troy. 

Labels - Six decanter tags with chains are marked "Brandy", 
"Rye 11

, "Scotch", "Bourbonu and "Rum" (2 Rye) .. Total weight 
is approximately l! ounces troy. 

Miniature Tea Set - This six piece doll set includes 2!" x 4" 
tray, coffee pot, tea pot, creamer, sugar and waste pot. 
The set is plain and has no identifying marks. Weight 
is approximately 1 ounce troy. 

17 Pieces Flatware - These pieces are all modern era non-descript 
pieces of silver. Various makers marks are found. Included 
are spoons, pickle forks, small sauce ladles, cranberry 
scoop, jelly scoop, cheese server and a hollow handle pie 
server. Approximate weight is 11! ounces troy. 
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MY HAPPY TRIP TO WINNETKA 

May 5 to May 14, 1981 

~ /{)Vr'JP'/ 

It started by kidding United Airlines. I bought the ticket and told the 

counter-man: "Our President was shot in the chest and I just got shot in the 

pocket-book." He chuckled and two hours later called me on the phone and 

announced that regulations had just been changed and they were sending me a 

check for twenty-five dollars. A nice way to start. 

Several friends asked me: "Did you fly?" Reply: "No. I rode in a 

plane." 

We slid along, way up in the skies. Then the pilot announced that down 

below us was North Platte. I recalled a detective job I performed there in 

World War II. As chief rationing attorney in a region including Nebraska, my 

task was to survey the food rationing in that district, for they needed more 

food. North Platte was a stopping place for troop trains heading for the East 

coast. The stops were quite long. Volunteer groups in the countryside offered 

the young recruits a tasty meal. I endorsed their need for more rationing. 

The very thought of that concern and kindness, unknown to the nation, pressured 

me emotionally on this trip. 

I should first describe the trip as a wonderful visit in Winnetka with 

Kabe and Mary Humphrey. They were so friendly and I was supplied with beautiful 

living quarters, including a fine view of a wild area they purposely protected 

in the rear of their yard. It was inhabited by some wild life, including four 

old crows who bawled me out whenever I became curious. One son, David, was 

then living with Kabe and Mary. They also entertained as a guest an old dog 

with age relatively equal to mine, so we got along very well together. 
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I walked across the street to the home of Don and Virginia Jones, and 

we had a lovely visit. Jinny recalled an experience when she was a little 

girl. A dog chased a cat into their house, up the stairs, and around and 

around a bedroom before he was evicted. The dog belonged to my family and the 

cat and home belonged to my boss. Fortunately all members of the Macleish 

family had a sense of humor, so the event faded into a funny escapade. The 

day after my visit with them was my birthday and they sent me a beautiful 

flowering plant! 

Then I walked over to see Harold Orwig and we both enjoyed recalling life 

as it used to be when we were kids, and also an amusing event when we were 

adults. At that time Winnetka was in the midst of an argument whether our 

municipal light plant should continue to be owned and operated by the Village, 

At a large meeting I gave a speech protecting the Village ownership. A man 

jumped up and shouted, "If you don't like the town, why don't you get out." 

Harold recalled how he had hunted up the fellow and pleaded with him, unsuccess­

fully. Two days later the man told Harold that he regretted his public comment 

and that he was wrong. I told Harold that down in the crowded Chicago Loop 

a man approached me, shook hands, and apologized for what he had shouted at me. 

I replied, "God bless you.• Harold and I had a fine time together. When he 

was a little lad, ail of us thought his name was Oots. 

My next walk was across town to the Winnetka Bank where I had enjoyed 

working at the age of twelve. After World War I, I became a teller, and after 

World War II, I became a Vice-President, temporarily, for by then I was a 

lawyer and was on the Board of Directors. I mention all this only to emphasize 

that visiting the bank was liking walking into my home. I saw Ruth Brady. 

When she started as a teller a disgruntled lady complained to the President 

that the bank should not have a Jewish girl as a teller. Ruth was as Irish as 
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her name, so thereafter we dubbed her: "Becky". We still call her Becky as 

a sign of affection. I also talked with Ellen Hohlfelder who had been a 

reliable teller for forty years. I respect the records and friendships of 

both Becky and Ell en. Abe Fell, a customer and store owner, ran up and greeted 

me. It was such a pleasure to be recognized like that. It was fun seeing 

Kabe's son, Bob, responding to customer's needs. I did seek a little favor 

from Becky. I needed shame change and handed her a bill. She shook her head 

and returned it to me. I '11 never understand why! It was only a $500 Confederate 

States of America bill that belonged to my grandfather. 

I had a pleasant visit with Pete and Viola Petersen. Pete is now retired 

from the bank. We chuckled over a trip they took to New England and stopped 

at a motel. My son, Frank, staying that day at the same motel, spotted the 

name, Winnetka, on the registry and they had a fine visit together. 

Then I headed for the Bolles and we gladly talked about each other, our 

lives, badminton, music, and our fine families. 

I found the Indian Trail to be a great joy. It is now much larger and 

very popular due to environment, service and menues. They arrange no reserva-

tions and the rooms are filled with talking eaters. It is managed principally 

by their son, but they both appear and assist. Their home is filled with art 

treasures from Arabia and China. Clara, born in Haifa, has written an interest-

ing story entitled Sorn~ Childhood Stories Remembered. Harvey has helped prepare 

a 48 page 9"x11" book about The Information Place, Winnetka Public Library 

District. This is used to help meet the finances of that fine library. Our 

happy talk included mention of his other son who had won a Professor of the Year 

award at Oregon State. 

Later I had a most enjoyable lunch at Indian Trail with my cousin, Henrietta 

Freud. Harvey Klingeman had arranged to hide the check so I could not pay for 

it. Thanks, Harvey. 
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I walked over to the Bairs on Walden Road. He had constructed a coal-

fueled steam engine, large enough to pull folks along the steel track he had 

laid around his property. After a fine talk he drove me back to Kabe and Mary. 

It was such fun visiting our old Spruce Street neighbors one day: Evelyn 

Hokanson, Marie Zilmer, and Jim and Evelyn Deming. 

I rang the door bell at 873 Spruce Street. A little youngster brought me 

into the parents. I explained that I was born in this house and that it was 

filled with happy memories. The parents were very kind and showed me familiar 

rooms. I gave them two photographs of the old home, with its original front 

porch and the thick foliage that surrounded it. They were surprised at its 

former appearance and we sat down for a good chat. Their little kids were full 

of pep and action. I think that by living in the same house they had inherited 

that animation from my little sister and her little brother. 

One day Betty Brooks picked me up and we drove over to Westminster Home 

in Evanston where we had luncheon with Alice McCoy. Someone dialed Dave Lasier 

way down in Florida and told me that a caller on the phone wanted to talk to me. 

He was a dear friend I had grown up with, and the long distance call was joyous. 

While at Westminster I also had a talk with Phil Fisher. I was so glad to see 

him. Westminster is the most beautiful rest home I have ever seen. 

Betty then drove me to the Georgian where we had a happy talk with Mary 

Williams. On the way back, Betty drove through the campus at Northwestern 

University. The additional buildings for Art and Science were very interesting. 

I talked with Betty about the time in Colorado where I guided her two 

young lads and my young children on a hike over the Rockies and down to Grand 

Lake where we met Betty and Marian with their cars. When we started down-

grade from the mountain crest, the young Brooks brothers kept asking me how far 

it was to Grand Lake. My reply, "I think it is just around the corner." It 

was, after nine miles of trodding along. 
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That evening a phone call came from Dave Brooks, one of the little hikers. 

I asked him where he now lived and he replied, "Just around the corner." Dave 

was the youngest of all of us in that hike. Several years ago I informed my 

fine, older children that Dave had become a grandfather! None of their children 

had married then, and two of my daughters uttered a comment, "That's vicious." 

I told Dave about the exclamations. He realized that it had been uttered by 

those older members of that hike, and that indirectly it was a compliment to him. 

Just before the trip to Westminster, Marion Morrison, Betty, Helen Woolson 

and I had a wonderful time together at an Indian Trail lunch. What fun to 

rel_ive the happy past together. 

The next day Helen Woolson and her son Bob drove me over to the well-liked 

Johnson's Cafe on Waukegan Road. It was the 50th year of serving nice-tasting 

chicken. We had some while we taked. On the way back, they took me through 

the new Botanical Garden, in the Skokie, west of Glencoe. The man in charge 

was a graduate of a Colorado college where a friend of mine I met in Ashland, 

was his instructor in horticulture. 

Ayres Boal drove over and took me to their home where Ayres, Franny, and 

I had a fine time talking together. Franny's cousin was Steve Windes whose son, 

Dave, an aeronautical space engineer in California, helped prepare the equipment 

that enabled the world to see mankind step on the moon. 

That evening Helen Woolson and Bob took me to a play at Community House. 

The cast performed admirably. I kept recalling one of the first plays acted 

in Winnetka. It was in my dad's office. It portrayed the interior of a sight­

seeing bus driving around Winnetka. My dad, with a megaphone, kept telling the 

passengers about all of the interesting places they were passing. 

On Sunday we went to church. Mary sang in the choir. This had been such 

a beautiful part in my dear family's life, so many years ago, that my eyes filled 

with tears of joy. We were present on Mother's Day and on the altar was a 
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brilliant array of flowers. I discovered in the program a comment about the 

flowers: "In memory of our mother, Marian Windes, and our grandparents, Frank 

and Mabel Windes: Nancy Ross, Peggy Burt, Frank Windes, and Patty Callahan." 

What a surprise!!! After the service, Helen Woolson introduced me to many 

people who I was happy to meet but my name memory now fails to report. 

Then one morning I boarded a Northwestern train for Chicago. When I was 

a youngster, the scenery between Winnetka and Chicago was composed almost 

entirely of farmland. One time, many years ago, the train rode through Wilmette 

shortly after a tornado had blown off the front walls of buildings on the west 

side of the railroad and the passengers stared right into the little stores and 

apartment rooms facing the railroad. 

I told the conductor about a ride I had on the railroad. As we left Chicago 

for Winnetka one night, I was reading a newspaper and part of it slipped into 

the aisle. I arose, stepped into the aisle and reached down to pick up the news­

paper. I suddenly slid on my belly the whole length of the car with everyone 

screaming and shouting. At first I thought they were outraged at my performance. 

I was later relieved to learn that our engine had smacked into the rear coach 

of a train ahead of us. I was so lucky to have the sudden energy of that impact 

wear away so harmlessly on my tummy. I don't remember about my buttons. I have 

never heard about such a role of a newspaper. It was the Chicago Tribune. 

Harold Klingner, hired by me when he graduated from law school, and later 

my fine partner, had invited me to have lunch with him at the Chicago Bar Associa­

tion. I waited for him to appear and noted that lawyers now are as hungry as 

before. To my surprise and pleasure, I was occasionally recognized by friends. 

Harold finally arrived. I was startled to find that a cancer operation 

had distorted his mouth. He told me that it was gradually improving. I found 

that by concentrating on his eyes our feeling of togetherness appeared normal. 



We re-lived, with such pleasure, our lives we had shared with each other and 

with former partners and associates. Harold took me to his new office. He 

had arranged, without my knowledge, to have two of my finest clients of yester­

year arrive to meet me. What a glorious time we had together. 

I was in the loop for only a short period. The black folks were not as 

prevalent as I had understood. The area was filled with tall building, many 

new to me. I had to stretch my neck to see the peak of the Sears building, 

the tallest in the world. Some buildings were being demolished for replace­

ment. The Chicago Tribune had articles about the economic failure of the 

city, a fate of many of the largest cities .in our country. 

While on vacations, time does speed up. This trip was no exception. 

Kabe and his son, David, arranged to drive me to the airport. First they 

drove me past Community House where Mary and the Congregational Church were 

having their annual one-day rummage sale. Last year, in one day, they had 

sales totaling $90,000. This year the streets were jammed with cars, parking 

and seeking a place to park. The Episcopal Church also has an annual rummage 

sale in the Fall. The two congregations help each other. One year I was a 

floor walker at the sale. I noticed a second-hand dealer taking rummage and 

storing it out of sight until the prices dropped at the end of the day. When 

that dealer finally returned to his cache, he found it empty. I think I know 

why. 

The relatives and friends in Winnetka are so kind and considerate. They 

have delivered to me a happy 1981- all in ten days. 

The Village itself and the homes have never appeared so well-kept and 

decorated as they are today. 

The auto drivers on the Village streets are noticeably considerate of other 

drivers and pedestrians. I understand that a Swedish visitor to the Village 
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paid the same compliment. Since I returned here I have used some of those 

Winnetka tactics and received several hand-wavings and smiles from pedestrians 

and drivers. 

Winnetka is an Indian word meaning Beautiful Land. I still possess an 

Indian arrowhead I found in my garden. 

Thanks Folks! 
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IT WAS A DELIGHT TO MEET THESE PEOPLE 

Glen and Liz Andersen 

Grace Armstrong 

David and Margaret Bair 

James (Stan) and Speed Baker 

Muffie Blelock 

Ayres and Franny Boal 

Ted and Dorothy Bolle 

Ruth Brady 

Shirley Briggs 

Betty and David Brooks, the latter by phone 

Helen Bushing by phone 

Jim and Evelyn Deming 

Eckhart and Jewell in their shop 

Arthur Farwell 

Henri etta Freud 

Phil Fisher 

Abe Fell 

Myrtle Hansen 

Ellen Hohlfelder 

Evelyn Hokanson 

Gus and Vi Holzenkamp 

Kabe, Mary, Dave and Bob Humphrey 

Marjorie Humphrey 

Don, Virginia and Nancy Jones 

Harold Klingner 

Tom Klingner by phone 

Harvey and Clara Kl i ngeman 

Alice McCoy 

Marion Morrison 

Axel and Lillian Nielsen 

Harold Orwig 

Erling and Viola Petersen 

Bill and Mickey Pavey by phone 

Norman and Alicesnow Rickards 

F .C. Schuretert 

Elmer and Marion Schafer 

Marilyn Taylor Smith by phone 

Taylor in his shop 

Taylor, friend of the Humphreys 

Vic Trautwein 

Helen and Bob Wool son 

Roy and Marion Woltz 

Marie Zillmer 

The occupants of 873 Spruce 

And a number of names hidden in my mind. 
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1 Henry Gulick 

GuH<:k Biograph:i.~s 

Rotert S'W'artZ 
June L 1995 

There "W-as a Henry Gulick listed in the 1830 census of Romulus. He was born between 
1800 an<:l1810, so it may be this Henry. In 1840, there was an "H. Gulick", who was 
born bet'l'leen 1300 an<:l1310, liste<:l in H1e Town ofOvi<:l. In March of 1339, he took o1Jt 
two patents (Vol. A Pg. 397-398) of80 acres each in Section 36 of the Town of Paris. 1 
This woul<:l suggest that he had move<! to Wisconsin by 1840. I suspect that he was still 
a resident of New York and probably <lid not relocate to the West untilaHer the 1840 
census was taken. By the time of the 1850 census, he "W'as living in the Town of Paris 
with his wife, Gilbert, Lametta and Charity. He was liste<:l as a farmer 'frho was born 
in New jersey. The value of his real esta.te was $4,000. By the time of the 1855 State 
Census, Hent·y ha<:l died and Mehitabel was Hste<:l as the head of the household. 

In 1851 he so1<!80 acres to a Riley Carlton Pierce. This deed "W-asn't recorde<:l until" 
March 21, 1854. On the 1861 and 1873 plat maps, Henry's land was owned by his son, 
Gilbert H. On the 1887 plat map, Henry's land was owned by "H. Blackman". This was 
Henry Blactman, a neighbor. On the 1899 plat map, the west half of Henry's 80 was 
owned by his son, Gi1bet·t H._ and the east half was owned by "L.M. Gulick", who 'ftas 
Hent•y's <:laughtec La.metta. In November, 1878, Henry's heirs did some land 
swapping. Gilbert and Lametta signed quit-claim deeds for some of the land to go the 
their sister, Cha!'ity. Charity signed a. quit-claim dee<:ling some of the land to Gilbert 
and Lametta. 

In the l850 Agriculture! Census, Henry is listed as having 150 improve<! and 50 
unimproved acres. The cash value of the farm "W-as $4,000 and the value of his 
implements and machinery was $100. He had no horses, 2 milk cows an<:l4 working 
oxen. He had 6 pigs and the value of his iivestoct was $147. He produced 1_300 bu. of 
wheat 800 bu. of oats and 30 tons of hay. His cattle produced 300 lbs. of butter an<:lSO · 
lbs. of cheese. The value of animals slaughtered was $42. 

H.V. Messler indicated he died on12-24-1854. I have used the date of Dec. 25, as it is 
recorded in the family Bible. He is buried at Bristol-Paris Cemetery, Kenosha_ 'liTis. 
His estate is listed in Volume 8, number 159 (Microfilm "'141, number 5 331 ) in 
Kenosha County probate records. 

Vife: Mehitabel (Purdy) GuHek 
H.V. Messler (1903) indicated she died in New Jersey. 'li!hile this is possible, she is 
buried at Bristol-Paris Cemetery, Kenosha. Wis. Her birthdate is <'onfit·med by the 
<liaryofLucia. (Bishop) &ray. On Oct. 2~'- 1871, her entx·yrea<l "Old Mrs. Gu1k1:'s 
birthday." 

Ll Gilbert Gulick 
David Gulick (1961) <lid not list this Gilbert Gulick. He only liste<:l the next one, born 
in 1837. H.V. Messler (1903) listed all seven children. This Gilt>ert Gulick is t>uried in 
Old Ovid Cemetery, Senecacoumy, N.Y. (finch, 1974). His <omt>stone states, "Gilbert 
Gulick Son of Mehitable end Henry Died March 20, 1833 Age 2 years, 11 months 
a11d 21 days". When a. child died, it was not uncommon to name a subsequent chiid by 
the same name. 
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L2 Thomas P _ Gulick 
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As with Gilbert, above. Davi<l Gulick <lid not list this child ofHenr')tan<l MehitabeL but 
he is turie<l in Ol<l Ovi<l Cemetery. H.V. Messler <li<llist him. 

1.3 Charity Gulick 
As "Nith Gilbert and Thomas. above, this child was not listed by David Gulick but '!'/8S 
1iste<l by H .V. Messler. fin<:ll (1974) lists her as a chil<l of Henry an<l Mehita:ble and 
buried in Old Ovid Cemetery. Only her death <late, an<l no birth <late or age, is liste<l on 
the tombstone. Messler liste<l both birth 811<'1 <'Ieath dates. 

1.4 Gilbert Henry Gulick 
He was mentioned in Paris: Past an<l Present (Johnson, 1978) un<ler the discussion of 
the Newbury School. A llistory of the school 'N'8S written by Horace 1'o"N1er an<l, "He 
reported that much of the history 1i'a.s given ty Mr. Gilbert Gulid:, who <:ame to the 
community with his parents in 1837 as a six-year ol<l boy." 

In the 1861 plat map of the Town of P81'is, Kenosha Coun1)', Gilbert is liste<l as "G .H. 
Gulick", owning 120 acres in Section 36. This is the same land that was patented by 
his father, Henry, in1839. Gilbert is still shown O"Ytning tllis lan<l on the 187'3 plat. It 
woul<l appear that Gilbert <li<ln't actua11yo"Ytn the lan<:l until Nov"ember, 1878. At that 
time, his sister, Charity, signed a quit cl;:;im <lee<l (VoL 28, page 182) to Gilbert an<l 
Lametta. On October 5. 1883, it would appear that Gilbert at Lametta sol<l80 acres to 
Andrew Mi<l<llecamp for $4.100 (Vol. 32. page 83). Mi<l<llecamp then sol<l (Vol. 35. page 
130) the lan<l to Henry Blackm81l, who is shown as the owner on the 1887 plat. 

In the 1850 census. he was in the house of his father 81l<l mother. Bi' 1860, his father 
was <lea<l an<l his mother w·as liste<l;:;.s the l1ea<l of the household. In 1870. a.t the age of 
'33, Gilbert WB$listed as the head of the household. In the 1880 census, he is listed as a 
farmer, living witll his sister. I coul<ln 't decipher the name (it looke<llike "Meiglla''}, 
but it probably was Charity. 

In the 1860 Agrku1tru·a1 Census, he was Hste<l as operating a farm 'ltith 100 impt·ove<l 
acres 811<'1200 unimprove<l;:;.cres. This is somewhat puzzling, since Henry, in1850, 
ha<l reported a 200 acre farm with 150 acres improve<l. Likewise, the cash value of 
the (larger) farm was liste<l as only $2.000, half the value that Henry ha<lliste<l. The 
value of implements was $100. He ha<l4 horses, 3 milk cows, 2 oxen, 4 other cattle, 5 
sheep 81ld 2 pigs. The value of his 1ivestoc1' was $400 an<l the value of animals 
slaughtered was $35. He grew 300 bu. of wheat, 100 bu. of corn, 100 bu. of oats an<l30 
tons of hay. He also grew25 tu. of potatoes an<l the value of orchard pro<li.:lce was $5. 
His cows produced 400 1bs. of buttet·. He also pro<luced a small qU811tity of honey an<l 
the value of home manufacture was $100 . 

By 1870 Gilt•en repone<'! that his entire 120 acre farm "Yta.s impmve<l. The <::a.sh value 
of the f81'm 1i•'a.s $6,000 a11d the value of implements was $265. He pai<l $226 in wages. 
He ha<l7 horses, 5 milk cows, 6 other ca\tle, 30 sheep, 7 pigs 811<'1 the value of his 
livestock w'8S $1005. The value of animals slaughtered was $375. He pt·oduce<l 171 bu. 
of wheat 450 bu. of corn. 274 bu. of oau, 141 bu. of barley, 10 bu. of buckwheat .. 150 
bu. of potatoes, 6 bu. of seed C81'rots, 84 bu. of flax see<'! and 25 tons of hay. His sheep 
pro<luce<l961bs. of'N'D01 an<l his cows pro<luce<l300 lts. oftuttet'. The value of 
orch81'1 produce 1>:ras $15 and the value of all farm produce was $1072. 

In 1880, according to my notes, Gilbert only owned 100 acres, 75 tilled acr·es and 5 
acres of pasture. The vell.!e of his f81'ffi WB.S $3,600 ;:;nd the value of his implements 
wa.s $1~·0. Val1.1e of livestock 'N'8S $600 and he spent $15 to r·epair fen<ces. He pai<l $90 
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in 'W'ages for 8 weeks of hired labor in 1879. The estimated value of, all farm 
pro<luction was $800. He mowe<l20 acres of grass an <I harveste<120 tons of hay. He 
had 4l:"!orses, 4 milk CO"li'S ar1d 2 ot1:1er cattle. His CO"li'S <lropped 4 calves an<lhe solll 4 
cattle live. His co'l'ts pro<lucell400 lt>s. of butter: He hall60 sheep which <lroppe<l28 
lambs and produced 60 fleeces weighing 300 lt>s. Two sheep diell of disease and he 
sold 60 live sheep. He he.d 12 pigs and 90 <~hickens. His chickens produced 400 dozen 
eggs in 1879. He grew 7 acres of corn which produced 420 l>u. He grew 13 acres of 
oats which produced 457 bu. He grew 2 acres of wheat "li'hichproduced 36 bu. Three 
fourths of an acre of potatoes pt·oduced 80 t>u. He ha<l3 acres of apples with 150 trees 
that produced 150 t>u. of fruit. Total value of orchard products was $60. He also cut 8 
cords of '!'rood worth $24. 

He served in the 34th Wisconsin Infantry in the Civil War. He enlisted on Nov. 15, 
1862, in Madison for a nine month term of service. He was mustered into U.S. service 
in Madison t>y Major Stansbury on Dec. 12, 1862. He was listed as, "Absent sick in 
Hasp. :Moun <I City Ill. since 8-13-63." He mustered out at Milwaukee on September 8, 
1863. I don't believe he ever came close to the war. I think his unit guarded a 
warehouse in Kentucky. The 34th suffet·ed no battle casualties. There is a small 
photo of him in Lyman's History of Kenosha County as a member of the fred S. Lovell 
G.A.R. Post #230. There were references to him in the diat-y Qf Lucia (Bishop) Gray. I 
have photos of him. 

His <Ieath certificate (Vol. 11. page 342} indicates that he died at the age of 87 yeat·s 13 
days. He died at 6:30a.m. The cause of death was listed as "senile el>ility decritis". The 
contributory cause was listed as "epilepsey". It says he ""Yras torn in Ne""Yr York state 
an,j was t•etired. His fe.ther 'l'l8S Henry Gutick, who was torn in New jet·sey, and his 
mother ""Yras listed as "Mahetelle" Purdy, who was torn in New jersey. The informant 
was Mrs. Lena Campbell of Bristol. It says he "1\tas buried March23, 1924 at Bristol­

·Paris cemetery. Thomas Hat1sen & sons ·y;rere the undertakers. 

His will is listed in Vo. 1 L page 290 (Microfilm #179, number 7078) in Kenosha County 
prota.te records. He must have been proud of his 10 months in the military tecaus 
his tombstone states: Gilbert H. Gulick Corp. Co. C. 34 Wis. Inf. 

1.5 Lamache Gulick 
She is bu!'ied with Henry atld Mehitabel. According to finch (1974), there is a 
"Lamette Gutick", listed as the <laughter of Henry an <I "Mehetabel" Gulick_ who <lied 
Mat·ch 17, 1840, and is buried at Lakeview Cemetery in the Town of Covert Seneca 
County, N.Y. I have used the dates provided by H.V. Messler (1903) . 

L6 Lametta M. Gulick 
David Gulick (1961) indicated that there was a child named "Lorette. M.", who was torn 
in 1841 and died in western Kenosha County. David Gulict "1\tas sligh<ly wt·ong, and 
"Loretta'' should be "Lametta". In the 1870 <~ensus, there was a "Mettie M." living 
wit11 her mother and sister. Charity, in the household of her brother. Gilbet·t. She 
was listed as a school teacher. There were refet·ences to her as both "Lametta" and 
"Metta" in the diary of Lucia (Bishop) Gray. The fact that she was a school teacher 
was confh·med by Ll..l':oia. On May 6, 1867, ghe wrote, "01..1r ~chool commenced. Metts. 
Gulick is tea.chet·." Accor<ling to Lucia. on Oct. 10, i86:,, "Lamette.come here and gave 
me two pie(es of horn work end (er'j te.skets end a L8.IDpmat en<l I took them to the 
fair." On Nov. 24,1866, Lucia. recorded. "Mettacalled atld this week "li'e finished a vest 
blouse ar1<la 'l'/oo!en dress, t"\\ro pillo""Ytcases atld a pair of drawers." On July 21. 1868, 
Metta accompatlied Luda Bishop on a four-day tt·ip e.wfJy ft·om home. "Cl:1arity too:t 
Mett end me to Ken•JShe .. Then we took the <oars end went to Mil-w·a.ukee .. then we 
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waited some time, then the Bus took Us to the Rink. Then we went tQ Mr. Miller<:l"s to 
tea. Then we went to the lecture by Mr. VanWyck."' The next day they toured a 
:n:unery and Mil waukee. They attended e.lectur and heard a concert by the German 
Assoc. The third day included a lecture, singing and a prayer meeting. On the fourth 
day, they "took the cars" to Kenosha and then for ~loodwurth. 

She is buried at Bristol-Paris Cemetery. 

1.7 Charity (Gulick:) Brook 
David Gulick (1961) indicated that she was born in 1846. Hemsen Messler (1903) 
recorded that she ~/8S born Dec. 1 L 1845. The 1900 census indicated that she was born 
in Dec .• 1856. It is difficult to reconcile all of these different dates. She was 
ft•equently mentioned in the diary of Lucia E. (Bishop) Gray, and they must have 
been best of friends. The birth date recorded by Messler is confirmed by Lucia. The 
entry in her diary. dated Dec. 11. 1866. states. "Charity's birthday 21 years old. 
Gilbert called. Mr. and Mrs. A. Gulick started for the East. cold and windy and the 
roads were awful ... According to Lucia on August 24. 1865. "Metta and Charity w·ent to 
gather grasses on the river." It appears that Charity end Lucia did a lot of sewing 
together. 

Her marriage is recorded in Kenosha. Wis .. records in Vol. 4. page 74 (M:ict·o #))668). 

I di<ln't look <lirectly at her wilt but len <I recor<ls make reference to it. Volume 77. 
pages 497~498 is a final jw:lgement awarding Charity's real estate to her children. It 
states: 

In the matter of the last will and testament of Charity Brook. late of the 
to'!i'll. of Brighton. Kenosha County. Wisconsin. deceased. The application 
of Lucy Lauretta Edwards an <I James W. Brook. sole executors of the .~!ill of 
Chat'ity Brook. late of the town of Brighton ...... [attorneys ]an<l joseph R. 
C1ar1,son. Esq .. having been <luly appointe<! as guardian ad litem for E<lna 
May Rhodes an<l Marion frances Rho<les. minors. and for Lula Belle Rho<les, 
an incompetent. intereste<l in sai<l estate, an<l appearing for them; an<lno 
one appearing to oppose." 

Real estate was 'Y'B1ue<l at $7.895, an <I personal property was 'Y'"8iue<l at $9-523.98. for a 
total estate of $17.418.98. 

Sai<l decease<! left het· surviving no husband; that she left her surviving 
as her sole heirs at law and only next of kin four chil<lren. namely; 
William H. BrooK one of" said executors. Tvho resi<les at Ontario. Ot·egon. 
and whose name is written in the will of said deceased William H. Brook 
and William Henry Brook; Jame Y;T. Broot. one of" sai<l executors, Tvho 
resi<les at the town of Brighton. Kenosha County, ... Such Lauretta Edwar<ls. 
one of sal<! executors. who x·esides at the town of Dover. Racine County ... 
Lula. Belle Rhodes. who is now confine<l in the Racine County Asylum for 
the Chronic Insane. That sai<l <lecease<l also left her sm·viving twu gran<! 
-children named in her will as legatees. namely; Edna. May Rho<les an<l 
Marion ft'i'lr!(:es Rhodes. 

The will also estai:>Hshe<l a trust !'or Lula. Belle. $3.500 was pla.Ged in a trust to t>e 
a<lministere<l by Lucy (Brook) E<l~·ards. It <livi<le<l the real property among Lucy, 
William and James. Villiam H. and Lucy L. E<jwards t!1e11: 
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... convey all of tlleit· right title and interest to and in the portions of 
the real estate O"itne<lt>y said decease<! an<l herein <lescrited .. :to James ~T. 
Brook ... in fee." 

The land wru: in Section 29 and 30, Brighton towtJ.ship, and Section 36 of Pads 
Township. 

Husband: James Brook 
Sometimes his name we.s spe11e<l "Brooks'', but I am of tl1e impression that "Bt·ook" is 
correct. According to Wilbert J Edwards, the father of James Brook wru: William 
Brook who wru:torn on Sept. 10. 1812, an<l <lie<l on Oct. 19, 1870. He came to America in 
1647 from Yorkshire, England. The mother of james Brook wru: Mary Taylor who wru: 
born july8, 1813, and die<l Oct. 2, 1886. He1· parents were William and Elizabeth 
Taylor. 

james Brook wru: listed in the 1900 Census of the Town of Brighton, Kenosha County, 
Wis. It in<licated that he wru: born in England, as were his parents. He came to 
America in 1845 as a child of about six. He wru: a farmer. The 1900 census indicated 
that he wru: torn in January, 1839, and marrie<l in 1879. Messler (190'3) in<Jica.<e<J ne 
was torn Feb. 16, 1838 and married on Apri110, 1879. The marriage date is confirmed 
tyrecords in Kenosha. Wis., w11ere his marriage is recorded in Vol. 4, pg. 74 
(microfilm '"'33666). His name also appears in a number of land transactions in Paris 
and Brighton ToTv:tlships. 

L71 Yilliam H. Brook 
In the Kenosha. County land re.::ords, there are several deeds that involv-e a William 
Brook. T11ey include: 

VoL 
Vol. U, pg. 603 
Vol. 35, pg. 212 
VoL 46, pg. 487 

Grantor Grantee 
'lili11iam Brook to james Brook 
Sarah E. Martin to William Brook 
Wm. H. Brook to Jame W. Brook 

Date 
10-13-1871 
)-21-1887 
5-3-1918 

Property 
NE 1/4 ofNW 1/4 

. SW 114 of SE 1/4 

On the 1887 plat map of the Towtl. of Brighton, there is a "W. Brook" showtl. as owning 
120 acres in Se<;tion 29 an<l40 acres in Section 33. He was listed in the 1900 Census of 
the Towtl. of Brighton. He was listed in the court proceeding, cited in the discussion 
or his mother, above, in which her property was probated after her death. The 
document state<! that he was from Ontario, Oregon. Ontario is in Malheur County, on 
the east border of Oregon . 

L 72 James V _ Brook 
He was listed in the 1900 census of the Town of Brighton where his oc<:upation was 
liste<J as "farm Teacher·". In the ~,ill of his mother, he "\\'8S listed as a resident of 
Brighton. On the 1887 plat map of the Town of Brighton, there is a "J Brook" shown 
as owning 80 acres in Section 29 an<l130 acres in Section 20. The Prairie Farmet•'s 
Directory (1919) records that his farm was named "Sunny Brook farm" and consisted 
of 297 acres. He is listed as growing shorthorn cattle. I obtained the name of his wife 
from this source. In the same source, he is listed as the owner of two sta.ve silos. 

1.73 Lula ·Belle· (Brook) Rhodes 
In the 1900 census, in the home of james and Charity (Gulick) Brooks, she -r;.,ras listed 
as "Lula B.". Sometimes her name was spelled "Lulu" .. Her marriage is recorded in 
Kenosha. County r·ecor<ls (Vol. 11_ page !87). She was listed as age 23, a housekeeper. 
and from Brighton. It was her first marriage. Her husband was age 27, from 
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Brighton, and afarmer. It was also his first marriage. His father was Thomlll.i 
Rhodes, who was born in England and his mother was Sarah Murgatroyd who was 
born in Wisconsin. Witnesses were Lucy L. Brook and Edwin Edwards, of Kansa..wille. 
R.B. Blyk, of Burlington, was the official. The license was obtained Sept. 3, 1908 and 
it was filed Sept. lL 1908, As stated earlier in the discussion of her mother, Charity, a 
trust was established for her in her mother's will. I have a couple photos of h~;~r wHh 
my grandmother, Etta (Waugh) Bullamore, and other Waughs a~d E,verliltts. It is a bit 
of a mystery to me to discover what happened to her, She marnlild m 1908, had 
children in 1909 and 1912, and by 1918 she was in an insane a.."}'lum. 

Husband: Ernesl R." Rhodes 
He is listed in the 1920 Census of Kenosha County in the Town of Brighton. He was a 
farmer and his two daughters were listed with him. On the 1951 Brighton plat map, 
there was a farm that was still owned by an Ernest Rhodes. This farm was purchased 
by the government as a part of the creation of the Bong Air Base which later became 
the Bong Recreation Area.. I may have a. photo of him. In a photo of my grandmother 
with Belle Brooks. there is an unidentified man who I suspect Belle's husband. 

1.74 Lucy Lauretta (Brook> Edwards 
She occurs in the 1900 census of the Town of Brighton. She is listed in her mother's 
will and in a related land transaction (Vol. 74, pg. 190) in which she and her husband 
sold her share of her .land inheritance to her brother. Her mother's will indicated 
that she lived in the Town of Dover, Racine Coun.ty. Her marriage is recorded in 
records in Kenosha. County (VoL 11. page 2)8). She is listed as a 21 year old 
housekeeper who was born in Wisconsin and it was her first marriage. Her husband 
was listed as a 30 year old farmer who was born in Wisconsin and it was his first 
marriage. He was listed as the son of WiHiam G. Edwards who was born in Wisconsin. 
His mother was listed as Hannah M. Hinchliffe who was born in Wisconsin. Their 
marriage was witnessed by Belle Rhodes, of Kansasville, and Laura Edwards. The 
license was filed Nov. 30, 1908 and the official was G. H. Cadman. 

Husband: Edwin Edwards 
In the Prairie farmer's Directory ( 1919), he is listed as the owner a farm of 60 acres 
and tennant on an additional240 acres in Sections 8 and 9 of the Town of Dover. He is 
listed as the owner of a glazed tile silo and an Oldsmobile automobile. The rental land 
was owned byW. G. Edwards and Sons. W. G. Edwards was the father of Edwin. His 
mother was Hannah M. Hinchliffe. His wife is listed as "Lucy Brooke" and he is listed 
with one child. Thomas. His address is listed as Rt. L Kansasville. 

He was listed in the 1920 Census of Racine County in the Town of Dover. There is a 
• biography of his father in a Racine. Wis., history book (Stone, 1916). It says that the 

grandparents of Edwin were Thomas and Martha: (Mayo) Edwards who were from 
England. The parents of Edwin were W .G. and Anna Maria <Hinchliffe) Edwards who 
were married in 1873. Anna Maria's parents were also from England. There were 
three other children besides Edwin. Effie was the wife of P. T. Hawley, of Milwaukee 
and they had one child, Robert. Harley lived with his parents at the time, and Lora 
was the wife of Lawrence Nobel, a farmer in Dover township. Lora had one child, 
Hurl. The biography of W. W. Edwards says that Edwin: 

... was educated in the common schools and in the academy at Rochester 
and now follows farming in dover township. married Lucy Brook and 
has one child, Thomas. 
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The Century family application, made om t;y ~lilbert J Edwru·ds, indicates that 
Ed'!'rin 'smother's name '1.'8.S "Hannah Marie", and that his parents were married on 
june 14, 1677. The application inclu<les information on the grandparents and some of 
the gree.t-grandparents of Edwin. 

L7i3 Vilbert J. -mu- Ed"i"lll:'ds 
He made out a Century family Application base<l on <lescent ft·om Gilbert Gu1ick. He 
lived on his fathet•'s farm until he '!'res 21 years of age. He serve<l in the army for 22 
months dU!'ing World War II. He set·ved in Italy for ten months with the 66th 
Infantry Division. He was wounded in the legs, retU!·ned to action, but contracted 
hepatitis and spent six months in the hospital until discharged on Nov. 30, 1945. He 
lives in Racine, Wis. 

2:. Haria (Gulick) Carey 
There is a. death certificate (Vol. 2, pg. 55) in Kenosha County_ for aMariaCareywho 
died on Dec. 25, 1887 at the age of 76 years of age. No father or mother wet·e listed. It 
said she 'i\'8.S born in New York and her· husband was John Carey. This is troubling, 
since David Gulick and Portrait and Biographical Altum said that Maria (Gulick) 
Carey's llusban<:l was Hanrey Carey. There is another death certificate, for her son, 
George Carey, which indicates that his mother and father wet·e Harvey and Ma.t·ia 
Carey. This husband's-name discr·epancy is unsettling, but I am assuming that Maria 
(Gulick) Carey is the same woman to whom the death certificate pertains. The cause 
of death.wes listed as pneumonia and she is buried at the Bristol-Paris cemetery. 
David Gu1ick (1961) indicated that she was bot•n in Hunterdon County, New Jersey, 
rather tha.tl New York. H.V. Messler indicated that she died on Nov. 27, 1887. I have 
used the death date from the death certificate. 

This situation is further complicated by the record of H.V. Messler. He listed the 
spelling of the name as "Cary". He also said that Ma.t·ia (Gu1ick) a.tld Ha.t·vey "Cat"(' 
only had three children: 

Emeline, torn in 1833 and died April 7, 1859. 
Eliza. tom in 1834 and died Ap1'i114_ 1863. 
Edward, born in 1838 and died feb. 8, 1865, in the Union Army. 

Portrait and Biogre.phica.! Altum (1892) indicated that Ha.t·vey and Maria had seven 
children. It stated: 

... The four eldest children, Emeline, Eliza George and Edward are all 
deceased; Harvey is mart•ied and follows farming in Minnesota; 
Gilbert is ma1·ried and r·esides in New York; John is the next yoU11ger; 
and Ralph makes his home in Minnesota .... 

Husband: Harvey Carey 
In Pot•tt·ait a.tld Biogt·aphical Album. his son, John Ca.t·ey, was pt'Ofiled and there is 
some information on his father: 

Mr. Carey_ father of this family, was a native of the Empire State, 
wllere mi·ougllOUt lliS life he fo11o'f.red the lumber business. In religious 
belief he '!'.'8.S a Presbyterian &'1d lived an upright consistent Christian life. 
In politics he "W"as a Democrat. His death occurred in 186L and his ~life, -w·ho 
survived him ma.t1yyears, passse<l away in 1887. 
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2-3 Edward Carey 
The birth end death dates are from H. V. Messler (1903). Messler indicated that he, 
" ... died in the army during the ~lar of the Rebellion, ... " 

2.4 George Carey 
The death certificate for George Carey (Vol. 1 pg. 34) in Kenosha County, indicates 
that he died jan. 9, 1877 at the age of 41. The death certificate was not filed unti11888. 
It states that his father and mother ~-ere Harvey and Maria Carey. His place of birth 
was listed as, "Somewhere inN .Y. State". His wife was Eliza Carey and the cause of 
death was listed as, "Epilepsy- as fa1· as can be judged". The place of burial was 
difficult to read, but it pt·obatly was Bristo1-P81·is. There ~re some references to a 
George Carey in the DiaryofLuda (Bishop) Gt·ay. On l'eb. 9. 1869. she wrote, "Cloudy. 
George Ca1·ey. Cha1'ityand I visited Metta's school. Had a nice time." She also noted 
his death, but indicated that she did not go to his funeral. 

2.7 John Carey 
There is a biogt·aphy of him in Portrait and Biographical Album (1892). It states: 

John Carey, one of the honored veterans of the late 'ftar, and a farmet· 
of Kenosha County, residing on section 27, Paris Township, 'fras born in 
Seneca County, N.Y., May15. 1847, and wa.s the seventh in a family of eight 
children, six sons and two daughters comprising the family of Ha:r'\rey and 
Maria (Gulick) Carey .... The educa.tion of our subject was acquired in the 
<:'ommon schools of his native State and throughout the greater part of his 
life he ha.s followed f81'ming. When the late war broke out he responded 
to the country's call for tt·oops and enlisted in the One Hundred a11d Forty­
eighth New York Volunteer Infant!''! 1.Ul<ler Gen. Benjamin F. Butler. The 
t·egiment was assigned to the Army of the Potomac, and the first battle in 
which Mr. Carey participated was at Drury's Bluff an<l Bermuda Hun<lre<l. 
This was fo11o~d by the siege of Cold H81'bOt'. where a ball passed through 
his clothing .... From Cold Harbox· the troops "ftent at once to Petersburg, 
Va., where a four days' battle occurred, hostilities commencing on the 16th 
of June, 1864. During the first day of the engagement Mr. Carey was struck 
below the left eye with an ounce musket ball_ which passed though his head 
and came out above his right ear. His injuries ~;ere so severe that it 
necessitated his confinement in the hospi.te1 and at his home for eight 
months. As soon as he ha<lrecovered, ho~vex·, he returned to duty 
participating with his regiment in all the engagements in which ·it took part. 
... Mx·. Carey bore all the hardships and experiences of army life and 
suffered many narrow escapes. He was one <lay sitting in his tent when 
a bullet stt·uck 'frithin two inches of him, scattering dust over him. so he 
went outside the tent and again very near him struck a bullet which he 
pid.;ed up from the dust. While on picket duty a bullet struck on either side 
of him tht·owing dust upon him but the hand of Providenace seemed to 
intet·fere and sav"e his life. He "ftas then but a youth, a boy merely, when he 
entered the set·vice and on one occasion the general came to him and sai<l: 
"My boy do you want to be discharged?" The 811S~l' was; "No, sir; I came 
here to fight a11d I will stay." He did stay and when the war was over was 
honorablydisch81·ged at Willett's Point. N.Y._ in the spring of 1865 .... In 
politics Mr. Carey is a P.epublicen. having voted with that party since he 
cast his first ballot for R. B. Hayes. He llas served e.s Constable and To'l'm 
Treasurer a11d every public trust reposed in him has been faithfully 
discharge<l. Socially he is a memt>er of the fre<J S. Lovell Post No. 270, G.A.R .. 
of Kenosha, ... 
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in County Longiord, lrelam.Il :0Jay 19> 18-P, son of Patrick and .. A.nn 
\Lhmlon) Lunn~ngham, ~bu.natis~s of the ~merald I_sle. Daniel Cunning­
ham. the granJtather, (heel 111 lre1ancl, aged about fitty years. l-Ie was a 
farmer. l-te an<l his \\·ifej Ann Eagan, had a good sized family. On the ma­
ternal side, grandfather Dunlon ll\ eel to a g-ood olU age, as did also his wife, 

:\larY ShanleY. 
• Patnck "cunningham came to ..:-\merica in r847, and located four miles 

east of Burlingt .... m, \Yhere he purchased a farm of eighty acres, to \Yhich he 
added

1 
from time to time~ until it c:ontainell 2 ... \D acres. There he died in 1877, 

aged seYenty-t\YO years, \Yhile his wife suryive<l hin1 until r888, being sev­
enty-eight years old at the time of her death. ::\I r. Cunninghan1 held the 
office of town supen·isor for some years. Eight children \rere born to Pat­
rick and Ann Cunningham, three of whom are still liYing: :;}1atthe\\·, of Bur­
lington; :,I aria, the \Yife of ::-Iichael Gleason) of Dv\·er, \Vis.J and _Annie, wife 

of Robert 0':\eill, oi BurlingturL 
).latthew Cunninghan1 \Y~Ls a little o,·er tlve years old \\·hen he came to 

America \Yith his parents, and he \Yas reared on his father's farm. lie at­
tended the district schools and li\·ed at home until he reached maturitv. after 
\Yhich he began clerking in a dothmg store- in :\lilwaukee, \Yhere he r~1~1ained 
seven years. In r8;o he \\'ent tu Chicago. ;Jnd in 188o locatecl in Burlington, 
funning a partnership \';ith Leon~1rd Smith and buying out his father-in-la\\', 
the il.rm being Smith & Cunningham. This ilrm continued untit r89I. when 
~Ir. CunninQ:ham b)uQ:ht )Jr. Smith's interest:. and he has continued alone 
e·<er smce . .._(_In FeLl. ~, 1880. :\lr. Cunningham marrieLl :\liss ;-\nnie Smith, 
daughter of Yalentine and Ccnc:\·ieYe Smith. Ten children \Yere born to 1Ir. 
and :\Ir:c:-. Cunninrrharn. fuur :;nns and six daughters: Clara. l\LlrY, -:\'ancY, 

· :\lfred. LC;_''llanL Joseph al1d Raymond. Polidcally ·I\fr. 
Cnnnin2,·han1 is a D~mj 1crat. ztnd he sern:d as a member of the city council for 
three Years. I--Ie is nne (jf the ~uhstantial merchants of Burlin,:::tOrl, \Yhere he 
has c~ ;nducted llis present 1Ju~int:ss fnr oYer t\Yent:·-fl\·e years. ~--He -IS honored 
and re:=:pected fnr his ~t1·:1in·hdlinY<Hi1 l.lUsincss methQ(Ls, not only by his pat­

rcn~ hut lJ\· the citizens 
'.\I r~. · C unninp:ham · s 

_\nlcrica about 18 ;;o. 
came \\'est tn 
:-st!l1 snrvi\·es. 
Cnnn:ng-ham and Lou\:::a. 

\\"ere natiYes of (-;.ennanY. and came to 
:-\e\Y York City tor a short time. They then 
~Ir. Smith dled in July. 1899. 1-{is \Yi(lnw 

three <J.re still surYi\-ing: Leonard, :\f rs. 

_L\'\IES BROOh ... a \Yt:ll~to-<.1o fanner of Drighton tO\Ynship. Kenosha 
r:nunty. 1.c:.. 1ike sn many residents of that section. of English descent. a1Fl \YaS 

himself horn in England. a1tlnugh his life since boYhood has been spent in 

\\.iscnnsin. 
James Brnnk w:~s namtr1 after his paternal gran<lfather, who c1ie(l in 

his natiYe Eng·b1 1 d 1Yhen ahm1t nineh Ye<lrs old. I-Ie m<wrie(1 J\Iiss S::tllle 
F;~_irbanks. \Yh1; 1i\-c(1 tn nc;.riY the sa-m~ ag:e. ;:nl(l they hacl a family of six 

snn:' nnd -four 
\Yilliam 

alp::tc;l. fie came t\) 

were people. 

snn , ,+ 1.he ahnYe. \Ya;:; a ·weaYer an(l manufacturer of 
at Southport. nmv l.:::.ennsha, in rS_.t;_, landn1g 

; 
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• and yery soon settled in I1righton tO\\·nship, where he bought eighty acres of 
land, He added to this tiE he mYned 290 acres, all of which he impro\·ed 
from its \Yild state, and li\·ed there till his death, at the age of fifty-fi\-e. He 
married .:\-Iiss :;\lary Taylor, and she sun·in:d him until 1886, passing away 
when seYenty-three years old. She \Yas a daughter of \Villiam and Betsey 
(\\'ilson) Taylor, nati\·es of -England, and farming people, who died in Eng­
land aged eighty and seventy year:::; respectin!ly. Their family consisted of 
two sons and tour daughters. ?drs. Brook and her husband both belonged to 
the Church of Eng·Jand. Of the fiye sons and four daughters born to them 
six are still living, -:iz. · James; \Yilliam, of Brighton township; Sarah, 
widow of Henry ?.Iartin, of Brighton tO\\:nship; 1--Iannah :Mary, Harriet ~-\nn 
and ~-\me1ia, all residing in that same tO\Ynship. One son, Edward, of Com­
pany H, 1st \\'is. V. C. died "·bile a prisoner at Andersonville. 

James Brook \YJ.S born in Yorkshire, England, Jan. 17, 1838, and \Yas 

a boy of nine years \Yhen his father brought the family to America. 1\Iost of 
his education \\'as acquired in the \Yisconsin district schools, and after finish­
ing his studies he de\·otecl himself to farming. He remained at home until he 
was forty-one years old, taking part of the charge of his father's place. _-\t 
last he began for himself on a farm of eighty acres which his father ga\·e him 
and he has added to this till he is the owner of 300 acres, located in Section 
29. He has made many extensive impro\·ements on his farm and has one 
of the best in the region. be-ing one of the representatiYe men of his tO\Ynship. 

Tbe marriage of James Brook to }.Iiss Charity Gulick occurred ~\pril 10, 
r8;9_, and their union has been blessed \Yith four children. namely: \\'illianl 
}{enry, a lawyer in Ontario. Oregon: James \Valter; Lulu Bell; ancl Lucy 
Loretta. l\Ir. Brook 1n his religious \·ie\YS is an Episcopalian> and his \Yife a 
Presbyterian. Politically he is a 

GILBERT :\I. snnr 0:\"S l cleceo,ed) ancl GIL!lERT :\I. SDI1!0:\S LI­
DR.-\RY, The lamented son of Bon. Z. G. Simmons, who passed quietly a\Yay 
in hi:> natiYe city of Kenl;::;ha. on the afternoon of the I.)th of Jannary, 1890, 
\Ya::> a thoroughly ech1cated gentleman, an active and broacl-mindecl business 
man. intensely deynted tn the public welbre of Kenosha, and in his death the 
cit\· lost one of lts mo~t nonular and sincerelv mourned resiclents. It \vas uni\·er­
sally recognized that a ~\-~rm, pure, strong -character had been taken from the 
community, and the g-rief was the more \vide.spreacl ancl deep in that the cle­
ce<~sed was only ln his thirty-eighth year, ha\·ing scarcely reached the prime 
of his best endeaYors. 

Gilbert "JL Sirnmnns 1ras bnrn in Eenosha, \Yis., July :2, 18:;z. the son of 
1-Ion. Zalmon G. and Emrna E. Simmon~. In r875 he graduated from the 
X orthwestern l,.niYersity, E\·anston. and in the fo1lO\Ying year formed a mer­
cantile partnership at Kenosha \Yith Charle::; C. Bro\Yn! under the firm name of 
Simmons & Brown. .:\t college he \vas an athlete. a n1ember of the boat. crew, 
a good student, and popular v:ith both students and professors. lie carried his 
energetic and attracti\'e qualities into business life. and as he was th\_~rough, 
honest and a natural execntiYe. he was soon conceded to be the most popular 
of Kenosha's citizens. and one in \Yhom the public hacl nnqua1ifiecl confidence. 
In 1888 he hecame cashier nf the First ::\;ttional Bank, and at the time of his 
death \Yas also a director in se\·erzl:l loca1 corporation::;;. 

- ~·---~~,""=~-~-----
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\Yas yestr:yman ancl treasurer for many years, and was also church clerk; he 
was a delegate to the State Council many times. Fraternally he belongs to the 
Odd Fellows. the Royal Arcanum, the Knights of Honor, the Elks, St. 
,George's Society, and the Episcopal :\len's Club. Since coming to kacine he 
hase seryeJ as a men1ber of the school board for eight years and a member of 
the committee on schools in the council for four years. l\1r. Lawton lives at 
No. I I36 Main street, where he purchased the residence in I873. 

GEORGE W. ROWNTREE, one of the prominent and esteemed cit­
izens of Dover township, Racine Co., \Vis., who resides on his farm in Section 
7, was born in that township Jan. IS, I852, one of the two sons of Christopher 
an<l Jane ( Sollitt) Rowntree, both natives of Y orksbire, England. James C., 
the other son, lives in Rochester to\vnship, Racine county. 

Christopher Rowntree was a farmer all his life. In I 848 he came to 
A1i.1erica, and landed in New York on July 4th, but did not ren1ain there to 
assist in the clen1onstration of national independence, coming directly to the 
\Vest. Traveling by way of the Erie canal and the Great Lakes, he reached 
Milwaukee, and, with his father, traveled over much of 'Wisconsin in order 
to find Janel on which they could feel satisfied to make a permanent home. 
Finally in August, of that year, they selected Dover township, and in the 
following year he bought a farm of eighty acres. This he improved, and he 
continued to add to it until he had 520 acres. He reared his children here, 
and he died in this home on Aug. 28; 1898, at the age of eighty-one years. 
His widow still survives, at ·the age of eighty-five years, making her home 
with her children. Mr. Rowntree was a member of the Episcopal Chnrch­
the church of his fathers-to \Yhich his widow belongs. Christopher Rown­
tree was an important man in his locality1 and he held various town offices, 
being a supervisor for years ancl holding other positions of responsibility. 
\Vith P. G. Cheves he organized the first township insurance company in 
Dover <mel ?--J orway townships. 

The paternal grandfather of our subject, also named Christopher Rown­
tree, \Yas born in Yorkshire, England. and came to ~A-merica in 1848 with 
his wife and eleven children. These were: Christopher, vVil!iam, John, 
Charles, Cecilia, Alice Jane (wife of Henry Peacock), Sarah, Elizabeth, 
Annie, Susan and Jessie. He died in Dover township within t\vo months 
after landing at New York. at the age of sixty-two years, the l_ong travel 
over the State with his son in the encleaYor to select a desirable location for a 
home, probably exhausting his Yital pmYers. His widow, Susan (Rams haw) 
Rowntree. snrvivecl hin1 until r855, dying aged sixty-five years. His father 
was also named Christopher Rowntree. 

On the maternal side the gramlfather of Mr. Rowntree was James Soi­
l itt. who was born in Yoi·kshire. England, \vhere he died aged forty-eight 
years. He -was a marble cutter and a builder. His wife survived him for 
ten years, and also died in England. His sons who came to this country 
were: John, James, vVilli~m and Thomas, and the daughters were: Jane 
and Annie. Of the sons, John Sollitt, was a noted architect and builder, and 
he constructed many of the large business houses in early Chicago. Thomas 
Sollitt was a large builder and contractor of that city, until his retirement a 
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few years ago. He was the builder of both the old and the new "Palmer 
House,'' and \Yas chief builder for Potter Paln1er as long as he was 111 busi­
ness. His three sons succeeded hin1. 

\ V e are permitted to make use of a few items from a sketch of John 
Sollitt \Yhich was \\Titten by hin1self, and they are interesting as pertaining 
to the family and to the upbuilding of one of the great cities of the country. 
Thev read as follows: 

~"I \vas born N9v. 19, 1813, of Huguenot ancestry, in Stillington, t<:;n 
miles from York, Yorkshire, England. In my youth I was sent to live with 
my grandfather, John Cass, who was a carpenter and taught me his trade. 
I sailed for America in May, 1834." · 

Mr. Sollitt settled for a vear in Hamilton, Canada, and in 1838 went to 
Chicago, where he afterwarci became a partner with Ezra Peck and Peter 
L. L'pdike, the firm becoming the principal builders in Chicago. He goes 
on to sav: 

"On~ of our jobs was the \voodwork on the old 'Tremont Hotel.' Peck 
died in 1846 and Updike in 1849. I was left alone. I made lots of money 
as a contractor, one of the buildings I erected being the olcl courthouse with­
out wings. I then retired and lived on a fan11 in VVill county. \i\Then the 
Eastern Illinois \Yas built through there I paid the company $r.ooo to locate 
the depot. They nan1ed it Sollitt ancl there is quite a vil1age there 110\V. 

In r8sr the county ancl citY decided to build a new courthouse. The plans 
were ~lrawn by Jolm M. Van Osdel, Peter Page had the contract for the 
masonry, and I had all the other contracts. The amount of my contracts was 
$3s.ooo, and the plans were so well made that my extras did not exceed fifty 
dollars. 

"This building \vas finished in r854, was subsequently enlarged by the 
addition of wings. and was destroyed in the great fire of 1871." John Sollitt 
died in 1895. aged eighty-one years. Vlilliam Sollitt, a brother of John, was 
also a contractor, and \Yas interested in the construction of the 'Tren1ont 
House.' and the courthouse. He was the first hnilcler to introduce hardwood· 
finish in Chicago. He died in March, 1900, at his residence, No. 1257 \IV'ash­
ington boule-vard, Chicago,. at the age of seventy-six years. He hacl followed 
the bui1cling business for nearly t\venty-five years. For four generations his 
ancestors had been connected with the building- trade, his father having been 
a master mechanic on the reconstruction of the York C:::tthedraL as well as 
haYing- hacl charg-e of the workmen \vho repaired hls.toric \Vestminster. 

George \\'. Rmmtree, the immediate subject of this sketch, has lived all 
his rlays on the farm on which his father settled in Dover township anrl which 
he now owns. He secnrec1 240 acres of the original frtrm ancl has since 
Lough! roo acres, and all of this large body of la~1d is well improved. He 
recentlv erected a new home, \Yith all modern improvements. 

:\Ir. Rowntree \Y2S educated in the district schools and Rochester Semi­
narv. He is a man of prominence in his neighborhood, one whose influence 
is felt in all important moYements 85 a friend to ecluc~tion ancl progTess. He 
is nresiclent of the Burlington. Rochester & K.ansasville Telephone Companv. 
which now also takes in :Honev Creek. \Vaterford. Beatm1ont.. ·vienna and 
Donr. and the line is still extending. He is also a director of the Dover and 
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Norway Farmers' Mutual Fire Insurance Company, and is interested in al­
most everythmg in the neighborhooD 01 a puDHC-SI:HnteQ cnaracter. 

:Nlr. Kowntree was marned june 12, 1t:S7~, to Aliss Clara L. Leadle~y, 
daughter of James and Annie (So1lltt) LeacJ.ley, of Llucago. To this union 
there are tour children, viz.: Charles Christopher, \vho married lVIae :Pat­
rick, and resides on the old homestead; Edward Leadley; George William, 
Jr.; and Jennie Irene. 

11r. Rowntree's parents were natives of Yorkshire,. England. They came 
to America on their wedding trip in 1849, and located in Chicago, \Vhere ivir. 
Leadley engaged in carpenter work antl building for many years and now 
lives retired, dividing his time among his children. He was born in ~A...pril, 

1826. The mother of Mrs. Rowntree died Aug. 28, 1897, aged sixty-nine 
years. She was a devoted member of the Second Baptist Church in Chicago. 
They had six danghters and one son: Mary, wife of P. J. Cooley, of Chi­
cago; Annie, wife of Thon1as S. 'vVallin, of Chicago; Emma, wife of J. B. 
Edwards, of Phoenix, Ariz.; Clara L., wife of George W. Rowntree; Ed­
ward J., of Chicago; Laura, widow of Frank Brown, of Irving Park, Chicago, 
and Grace, deceased, formerly wife of Gilbert Balleck, of Dover township. 

George Leaclley, the paternal grandfather of Mrs. Rowntree, died in 
Yorkshire, England, aged fifty-eight years. Her maternal grandfather was 
also Mr. Rowntree's grandfather, James Sollitt. · 

In politics Mr. Rowntree is a Republican, and he served as town chair­
man one tern1 and was school clerk for nine years, a position his father held 
for thirty-three years. Mrs. Rowntree is a member of the Conrrrerrational 

• . b b 

Church, whrch he also attends. He is a member of Temple Lodge, No. 96, 
A. F. & A. M., of Waterford. 

WILLIAM AUGUSTUS CRANE, who after a life devoted to farming 
is now living in a comfortable home at No. 1654 College avenue, Racine, is 
a public-spirited and patriotic citizen, who has proved his worth in right 'living 
in private life, in honorable business dealings, in the conscientious performance 
of duty in public office, and in loyal service as a soldier in the nation's hour 
of need. Mr. Crane was born in Mt. Pleasant township, Racine county, Sept. 
II, 1844, son of Augustus Bainbridge and Lovina (Baldwin) Crane. 

The Crane family was planted in America in the seventeenth century, the 
emigrant ancestor settling in New Jersey, where the grandfather of \i\Tilliam 
A. Crane was born. He was a merchant in New York City, and died from an 
accident in his young manhood. His wife, whose maiden name was Joy. 
preceded him to the "unknown and silent shore." The only child of this mar­
riage was .Augustus Bainbridge. 

Augustus Bainbridge Crane was born in the State of New York, and 
left the East in 1839 to find a home and fortune in the \Vest. Coming to \Vis­
consin he settled in Racine, \vhere his first employment was as a clerk in a 
store just across the street from where now stands the city hall. After several 
years, by strict economy, he was enabled to buy a farm of 1 6o acres in Mt. 
Pleasant township, and there he still resides. He afterwards sold off eig-hty 
acres of land. Ever since his location here he has taken a keen interest in 
public affairs, always looking to the best interests of his town and county. He 
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ilies to locate in the little village. Shortly afterward they moved to Pleasant 
Prairie, and the land they pnrchased there is now the well-known \Villiams 
homestead. 

Shortly before his death it was said of Henry \Villiams that he had been 
a resident of Kenosha county longer than any other living n1an. He grew to 
n1anho0d here and purchased his father's farn1, n1aking it his hon1e until his 
removal to Kenosha in I 866, after which time he had his home on Prairie ave­
nue. In r874 he began the n1anufacture of croquet sets, and ·while his factory 
was a small one it was also a bnsy one, and it is said that it made and sold 
more croquet sets than any other· in this p-art of the country. This business 
was always under the owner's personal supervision, ancl it \Vas uniformly suc­
cessful. 

Mr. "Williams was always interested in public affairs, and he kept in close 
touch with the political life of the city. In 1876 he was elected alderman from 
the old Third ward, and was re-elected eleven consecutive years, a high _tes­
timonial for his efficient and faithful service. At the close of his last term as 
aldern1an he was elected to the office of mayor, and for six years-three terms 
-gave to the city an honest and progressive acln1inistration, that did n1uch 
for the substantial development of Kenosha. \Vhen he retired from office he 
had the unbounded confidence and respect of all men. He was a man easy to 
approach, and, rich or poor, no .man sought his counsel and aid unreYvarcled. 
Death relieved him of severe suffering, and the \Vhole city n1otunecl the loss 
of a good citizen. The remains ·were laid a\'\'ay in the city cen1etery. 

On Oct. 29, r8so, Mr. \Villiams was united in marriage with Miss Jane 
Roddle, who died Oct. 30, 1903. Three sons and five daughters came to 
brighten their home, and of these there are living: John E., of Kenosha: 
Harry S., of Chicago; Eva, Mrs. H. P. Woodworth, of Kenosha: Frances, 
Mrs. Henry L. Bullamore, of Kenosha: and Effie, Mrs. William H. Carr, of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

GEORGE F. LEET. Among the community of old settlers who hav< 
clone so much for the development and progress of Somers tovvnship, Ken­
osha county, and who are especially attached to this locality as their place of 
birth 1 is George Foster Leet, who resides on Section IO, \Yhere he \Vas born 
Feb. rs, 1838, son of Charles and Sarah B. (\Viard) Leet, natives of Con­
necticut. ·who were n1arried in New York, and who hecan1e the parents 
of three children, Yiz.: Mathew W., of St. Louis, Mo.: George F.; and Miss 
Sarah H., of Racine, V\lisconsin. 

The . paternal grandfather of Mr. Leet was a farmer in Chautattqua 
countv, N.Y., and was the father of three sons, Charles, ·warren and Martin. 
The r~aternal grandparents were Mathew and Sallie \Viard, who had four 
daughters whom they reared in New York. Yiz.: Sat·ah B., mother of our sub­
ject; Elmira, formerly wife of William Bly: Mrs. Dale and J\Irs. Max\YCll. 

After the close of the war of 1812, in which he took part, Charles Leet 
kept a hotel at Delhi, N. Y, for some years, but in r837 he came to \Visean­
sin and took up Go,-ernment land in what was then Pike township. but now 
is Somers township, two farms o.f r6o acres each, in Sections ro and r r. He 
improved them both, and lived there until his death, which occurred Fe h. II, 
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1874. I-Iis \Vife survived him, and died Oct. 23, rS77, aged se\·enty-seYen 
years. ln religious faith they were Episcopalians. ln adclition to the chil­
dren of his second n1arriage, abo\·e noted, by a prior marriage ivlr. Leet had 
these children: Joseph, Jane R., Robert, Uark, :\Iar·y and Charles, all of 
whon1 are deceased. For a number of years he was postn1aster here at a point 
known as Aurora, and for some years he served also as a justice of the peace. 

George F. Leet grew up on the pioneer farm and obtained his education 
in the schools of his neighborhood. When he reached his majority he went 
to Waukegan where he engaged in clerking for one year for Loveday & 
Dodge, grocers, and then entered the an11y) enlisting in Company C, 2nd 
Illinois Light Artillery, in which he served almost two years, being mustered 
out in r865. His battery was stationed at Fort Donelson, and he was de­
tailed mainly on scout duty. After the war he returned home and bought his 
father's farm, \vhich now contains 198 acres. This he has greatly in1proved 
and it stands today as one of the most valuable in the county, well tilled and 
1nost presentable in every way. . 

In 186o :Mr. Leet made a trip to California ovedand, where he engag'ed 
in n1ining for a year, when he returned, cle.ciding that Kenosha county offered 
every chance to a young man who was wilHng to take advantage of it. His 
war experience followed. 

On 1'v1ay 14, 1868, 11r. Leet \vas united in n1arriage with Miss Jessie 
Ann Smith, daughter of William and Janet (Park) Smith, and five children 
were born to this union, namely: Leverett Clark, Fred \V., Edward H., 
Nellie J. ancl George P. Leverett C. was drowned aged two years and four 
n1onths: Freel \V. resides at home, unmarried: Edward H., a mach1nist by 
trade, liYing in Milwaukee, married Lulu C. Rhodes: N e1lie J. is a stenog­
rapher; and George P. also resides at home" 1v1r. and JVIrs. Leet are n1embers 
of the Presbyterian Church. Fraternally he belongs to the Modern \Voocl­
men of America. Politically he is a Republican, and he has served two terms 
as a member of the town board, and for about eight tenm was on the school 
board. and he served also as to\vn treasurer for one tern1. 

The paternal grandfather of Mrs. Leet was a natiYe of Scotland, where 
he eli eel: he was a farn1er by occupation. His children numbered seven in all. 
Her 111aternal grandparents were \Villiam and Janet Park, ancl they died in 
Scotland. parents of six children. The parents of Mrs. Leet were natives of 
Aberdeenshire. Scotland, and came to America in 1841, locating in Son1ers 
township. where the father bought I IO acres of land, which was a part of the 
Charles Leet farm, The father died there in 1891, aged ninety years and 
over, ancl his wife died in January, 1887, aged ninety-one years. They were 
stanch Presbyterians. They had six children, four of whom grew to ma­
turity: \Villi am P. Smith; George H,: Jane M., wife of Hugh Gorton, of 
Racine: and Jessie A!, wife of George F. Leet. 

Mr. Leet is one of the olcler residents of this section in point of con­
tinuous residence, having spent sixty-seven years on the farm on which he 
\Vas born. He is a man hig·hly esteemed for the integrity of his character, 
and his uprightness in all his buSiness and social relations. Hi~ estimable 
wife justly ·shares in this high estimation ariel they are recognized as repre-
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sentatiYe people of this locality. Such fan1ilies are deserving of honorable 
record in a \York ui tlle nature of the present one and in it then memory and 
features should be presen·ed. The day will come when those \\'ho made easy 
the path tor the1r uescendants through the pioneer \Yildernesses will have 
passed :trmn off the earth, but ingratitude is not so ingrained upon their de­
scendants that the time \\-111 eYer come ~~·hen to recall their noble lives and 

111eritorious deeds \Yill not giye satisfaction. In a like n1anner Mr. Leet be­
longs to a fast fading body of brave and noble n1en, that great army of pa­
triots of r86r-5, IYhose courage and endurance will furnish themes for song 
and story for generations to co111e. 

CHRISTIA:-.f HEIDERSDORF (deceased) was one of the excellent 
farn1ers and upright citizens of Sm:ners tovvnship, Kenosha Co., \Vis., where 
he had accumulated a large property through his own exertions. He was 
born in Prussia, Gern1any, Jan. 13, r8r3, son of Conrad and Minnie 

(Griese) Heidersclorf, both of whom died in Germany. They had two sons 
and t\YO daughters, the one survivor being Lizetta, widow of Jacob Barnes, 
of Paris township, Kenosha county. 

Christian Heidersclorf received a good common school education in his 
youth, but as his father died when he was still small he was obliged to begin 
work at an early period in his life. He worked for several years in the mines in 
Germany, and later becan1e a mine. superintendent. After serving ottt his 
time in the regular army, according to the laws of his land, in r8sr he came 
to America and settled \Yith his brother Vvilliam at St. Louis. When the 
cholera broke out there they left Missouri and came to Wisconsin, settling 
in Somers township, Kenosha county. There he and his brother bought sixty­
seven acres of land, the same on which Mrs. Heidersdorf still lives, and here 
they built a small frame house. Later Mr. Heidersdorf added fifty acres to 
his first land, and later bought ninety ~cres in Paris township, and ten acres 
of woodland. ·william neYer married but lind on this land until his death, 
and in this home our subject died two years later, in 1878. He was a man 
much respected by all \\'bo knew him, kind in his family and helpful to his 
neighbors. Politically he \Yas a Republican. He was a member of the Luth­
eran Church. 

On Feb. 14. 1857, on the farm on which his widow now resides, Mr. 
Heidersclorf was united in marriage with Miss 1\fargaret Meier~ who wa~ 
born in Hessen-Homburg, Germany, Dec. 29, 1835, daughter of Peter and 
Margaret (Rohr) Meier, the former of whom died in 1842, when his daugh­
ter 1\1argaret \Yas seyen years old. !\1rs. Heiclersdorf was reared in Gern1any, 
and can1e to America with her n1other, two brothers ancl a sister \:vhen 
eighteen years old. and theY settled in Paris township, where the mother died 
ag-ecl eighty-nine years. Her grandfather, Jacob 1\feier. was a farmer in 
Germany, and both he and \Yife died there. the parents of fiye sons ancl one 
daughter. Mrs. Margaret (Rohr) Meier was a claughte1· of Anton and Eliza­
beth Rohr, farming people wbo 1ivec1 to be about seventv-five years olc1. 

To the marriag-e of }.IL and Mrs. Heiclersclorf wer~ bornw five sons and 
five daughters: 'William: Christian; Frank and Fannie, twins; Margaret: 
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terested. He is a member of Belle City Lodge, Ko. 92, F. & A. ::\1.; of Orient 
Chapter, Ko. 12, R. A. l.VL; of Racine Commandery, No. 7, K. T., of which 
he is past commander; and of the Royal Arcanum. In politics he has always 
voted the Republican ticket Mr. Grenier resides in a comfortable home at 
No. 15ro Ninth street, which he erected in the fall of 1882. 

George W. Grenier has been twice married. His first wife was Miss 
Annie Eliza Bettridge, by vvhom he had one son, Achille B. This son is a 
druggist in Des Moines, Iowa, arid is married to Miss Hattie Schmidt. Mrs. 
Annie E. Grenier was born March 3, 1855, daughter of Abraham and Eliza 
(Dearsley) Bettridge, and died July 12, 1897. 

Abraham Bettridge, with whom Mr. Grenier first went into business, was 
born in London, England, July 14, 1819, son of John and Ann (Phillipson) 
Bettridge. The family emigrated to America in 1832, and settled in Toronto, 
Canada, the father becoming one of the prominent merchants of that city. 
Abrahan1 Bettridge re1nainecl in Toronto till he was twenty years old, and 
then came to Racine, but did not locate permanently there till 1849. For a 
nun1ber ·of years he acted as a clerk, but in r855 went into business for himself 
as an ice dealer, ancl in ti111e became one of the rich n1en of Racine. He had 
great business ability and) embarking in various enterprises, was for nearly 
half a century prominent in RaCine £nancia1 circles. He organized a con1pany 

'for the manuiacture of tow and was made its president, a position he held until 
his death, March ro, 188r. In all the affairs of life, whether public or pri­
vate, 11r. Bettriclge boreJ1imself as an upright and honorable man, of sterling 
\vorth and integrity. He was a prominent I(night Templar, ancl held anum­
ber of official positions in ·the lVJ:asonic fraternity. Mr. Bettridge marriecllYiiss 
Eliza Dearsley, born in Haverhill, Suffolk, England, Sept. 24, 1825, daughter 
of \Villiam Dearsley, whose life was spent in England. Mrs. Bettridge came 
to Racine in 1851, and was married there April 6, 1854. 

On Dec. 14, 1899, Mr. Grenier was united in marriage to Miss Cynthia 
M. \Valderon, a daughter of Rufus and Cornelia S. (Lilly) \Valderon. Her 
parents were natives of New York State, and had a family of eleven children, 
Rufus Walderon, Jr., Aaron, Isaac, George, Cynthia M., Jane E., Henry, \Nil­
liam, Albert, Jason and Benjamin Franklin. Rufus Walcleron gave most of his 
attention to farming, and ln 1844, can1e to Racine county, ·where he lived on a 
farm in Yorkville township, finally moving to Milwaukee, where he died in 
1898, aged eighty-four. His wife, who survived until Feb. 3, 1905. dying 
when over eighty-two years of age, was a daughter of Aaron. J;..illy. Aaron 
Lilly was born in New York State, of French and English ancestry, and was 
a carpenter by tr;ccle. Mrs. Cornelia S. (Lilly) Walderon was a firm Metho­
dist in her religions belief. and had a long life of Christian usefulness to look 
back upon in her declining years. 

JAMES C. ROWNTREE, one of Racine county's reliable. practical 
farn1ers, now operating on Section 12, Rochester tov1nship, was born in 
Dover township, that county, July 18, r855. son of Christopher and Jane 
(Soli itt) Rowntree, natives oi Yorkshire, England. 

The paternal grandfather was also named Christopher Rowntree, and 
\Vas also a native of Yorkshire. He. came to America in 1848 with his wife 
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ancl several children, and died in Do,·er township in 1849, aged about sixty 
vears. He married_ Susan Ramshaw, also a native of England, who survived 
i1in1 until 1855· She \\·as the mother of twelve children. . . 

James C. Rowntree's maternal grandfather was James Solhtt, a native 
Of En<Ylancl who Jiecl in York, that countr)r, in micldle life. He was by occu-b I - · 

pation a contractor and builder. He married a J\Iiss Cass, ':'ho died at Yo:·k 
some years after her husband's death, and they had a famrly of seven chll­
ch·en, all of \Yhom came to ~A..merica awl located in Chicago, where they en-
gaged in contracting and btlilcling. . 

Christopher Rowntree, father of James C., spent the days of h1s boy­
hood and vouth in his natiYe land in the usual manner of farmer lads, and in 
the public~ schools acquired a fair education. He crossed the A.tlantic with 

'the family in r848, and also became a resident of Racine county. In October, 
r8so .. he n1arried rdiss Jane Sollitt, who survives her husband and resides in 
Chicago; she is now eighty-six years old, having been born Feb. 3, r82o. 
Previous to his marriage 1\tir. Rowntree had purchased a farm \Yith slight 
in1provements, near where he died and there the young couple began their 
domestic life. The following year he purchased the farm on which his son 
George \V. now resides, and upon which he hin1self resided until his death, 
on Aug. 28, r8g8. His ·property on Sections 7 and r8 is a valuable one, owing 
to the improvements he placed upon it, and the highly cultivated condition of 
the land. His possessions aggregated 520 acres, a large portion of \vhich is 
uncler cultiYation or meadow land. the remainder being timber pasture. This 
land is embraced within three farms, all well imp.rovecl, with good residences, 
barns and outbuildings. 

In political sentiment Mr. Rovvntree was a Republican, ancl usually sup­
ported the nominees of that party. He took an active part in politics and held 
se\·eral positions of honor and trust. He was electecl and served as a n1ember 
of the board of supervisors, being its chairman for seYeral years. He ever 
gave the cause of education his hearty support, and as a member of the 
school board did efficient service for the schools of his community. In what­
ever position he was called upon to fill he proved a faithinl officer. prompt in 
the discharge of his duties, and thus won the commendation of all concerned. 

:Mr. Rowntree was truly a self~made man, for he began life for himself 
en1pty-handed, \vorking his way upward unaided save by the industry, enter­
prise and good business ability with which nature endowed him. He was one 
of the extensiYe landowners and substantial citizens of the county. He ever 
li\·ecl an upright life, worthy of high regard, and -was well and favorably 
kno\\'11 throughout the community. Two children, both of \vhom surYive-, 
\Yere born to :vir. and 1\frs. Christopher Rowntree, namely: George \V. ancl 
J ~mes C. 

James C. Rowntree grew to manhood in Dover township on his father's 
farm, ancl attended the district schools and Rochester Seminary. He Jiyecl 
at home until grown, and after his marriage cultiYatecl the old homestead in 
partnership with his father and brother for se\·era1 vears. Later the farm was 
cli\·idecl between the t\YO sons. Since coming to hi; present farm 11r. Rown­
tree h8.s made many improyements which attest to his ability and tast~. 

7) 

\ 
·l 

t 
c 

I 



, 
COMME:\IOR~\TlVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 29r 

On :1\ov. 13
1 

r877, )Jr. Rowntree married l\fiss J\Iary Beaumont, daugh­
ter of George and Ellen ( Ho\veth) Beaumont, of Dover township, and three 
children \vere born to this tmim1, lViabel B. 1 Jennie Imogene and Jessie Ellen . 
.J\ial>el died at the age of t\yenty-one years -while attending college at Beloit, 
Leing buried on her t\venty-first birthday; ] ennie Imogene is now attending 
Beloit College; ancl Jessie Ellen is attending Rochester Academy. 

:VIr. and Mrs. Rowntree are members of the Congregational Church. 
Politically he is a Republican, and like his iather has been greatly interested 
in all matters educational. He has been a trustee of Rochester Academy ever 
since its organization, ancl was a school director for many years. 

The par-ents of J\{rs. James C. Rowntree were natives of Englancl, and 
were among the early settlers of Dover tO\vnship, Racine county, -where :\ir. 
Beaumont owned over 200 acres of land. Here he reared his family, he and his 
\Yife having thirteen chilclren, two of vd10111 were born in Ne\v York State. 
and the rest in Dover township. There were four sons and nine daughters, of 
which family ten children still survive: Jeanette, wife of vVilliam Hanna­
fore!, of Dover township; Thomas, of Rochester, Wis. ; Hannah, wife of \Vill­
iam Metcalf. of the town of Raymond; Ellen, the widow of \V. D. \Vhite, 
of Madison, vVis.: Joseph. who is on the old homestead in Dover township; 
Mary, the wife of James C. E.owntree: Emma, the wife of J. \V. Summers. 
of Rochester township: Sarah, the wife of Vvilliam Vyvyan. of Yorkville 
tom1ship; Lettie, the wife of Abraham Gilmore, of Yorkville township: ancl 
George, \vho owns and opet-ates the old hon1esteacl in Dover township, at 
Beaumont. George Beaumont, Sr., the father of Mrs. James C. Rom1tree, 
ched in August. r882, agecl seventy-seven years, while his wife survivecl him 
some time, her death occurring in April, 1888, when she was sixty-eight 
years old. They were members of the J\II. E. Chnrch. 

The paternal grandfather of Mrs. James C. Rowntree was Thomas Beau­
mont, a native of Yorkshire. England, son of Thon1as. Sr. He came to 
America and settled among the early pioneers in Dover township, -,yhere he 
spent the ren1aincler of his life, passing a\Yay at an advanced age, while his 
wife, who bore the nlaiclen nan1e of Jeanette Fish) also attained advanced 
year.s. She bore her hus;hand a large family. Mrs. Rowntree's maternal 
grandfather vvas Robert Howeth, also a native of England, ancl an early 
pioneer of New York. He was a wood engraver. He ancl his wife, I-!ctrriet 
(Sutton) Howeth, had a fannly of three sons and two daughters. 

WILLIAM "v1. KUPFER, who conduds a large bakery and confection­
£ryr esbblishment in Kenosha. has spent his hfe in that city, \Yhere he was born 
Nov. 25. 186r. 

On the paternal' sicle Iv1r. Kupfer comes of Bavarian anceshJ'. \\·hile 
hi:;; mother's fan1ily was of Alsace-Lorraine. Grandfather Kupfer was born 
in Ge1)11any and c1iecl there. He served in the army during- the Prusslan \Yar. 
Of his three children, John B. Kupfer was the father of \Villiam M. He 
'""rried Adelaide Bostetter. of Alsace~Lorraine. whose parents lived to a good 
olrl age. Mrs. Kupfer was one of three children, two daughters and 
one son. John B. Kupfer was a farmer by occupation, and after coming to 
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Hugh R Coop,er was reerecl on the farm ancl has spent all of his life 
in \\"aterford township. He attended the district schools, and, until grmm, 
\rorkecl on his father's farn1, a part of which he inherited at his father's 
death. Later the three sons divided up the land and separated, Hugh lo­
cating in the village of \ Vaterford_, \Yhere he built a fine modern home, in 
which he has since resided, EYing retired. On l\!Iarch 21, 1897, ::VIr. Cooper 
married Miss Adelaide M. Orvis, daughter of Charles \V. and Bethiah 
(Selleck) Orvis. Mr. Cooper is a Democrat politically. 

Charles \V. On·is \\·as a native of Vermont, and he and his \Yife 1 who 
was a native of Canada, were early settlers of Kenosha county, VVis. They 
v:ere there married, and liYeU in Salem township, where l\1r. Orvis owned 
107 acres of land, am\ where he died at the age of sixty-six years. His 
\YiclmY, \vho still survives .. is 110\Y eighty years old. They had children as 
follows: John Mills, of J\Iissoula, Mont.; Adelaide M., wife of Hugh R. 
Cooper, of \Vaterforc\; Miss Flora B., of Salem township; Charles Seymour, 
of Los Angeles. CaL; Harry F., of Camp Lake, \Vis.; Levi C._, of Salem 
to\Ynship; and Justin K., of \Vaukegan. 

Mrs. Cooper's paternal grandfather, John M. Orvis, was also a native 
of Y ermont; his wife. Anna Larabee, attained the remarkable age of ninety­
fiye years. They rearecl one son and three daughters, all now deceased. The 
maternal grandfather of Mrs. Cooper was Ira Selleck, a native of Camcb. 
and a farmer by occupation. His wife vvas Eliza (Hicock) Selleck, and 
they had three sons and £\·e daughters. J\1rs. Cooper's 111other being the 
only survivor. 

ISAAC T. BISHOP, a prominent member of one of the pioneer fam­
ilies of IZenosha county .. \Vis., ·vvho resides in Section 16, Somers to,vnship,. 
was born June 6, 1844, in a log house on his father's farm in this to\vnship, 
son of Jacob and Fanny (Potter) Bishop. 

On both sides 11r. Bishop can trace an old and interesting ancestry. 
This branch of the Bishop family in America elates its history back to John 
Bishop and Mary (Champion) Bishop, his wife, who were natives of Con­
necticut) and who nlOYecl to Dutchess county 1 N. Y., in the year 1740, ·where 
their son John C., was born July 27, 1746. 

John C. Bishop sened in the Revolntionary war, and his great-grand­
son. Isaac T. Bisbop, holds a $r 5 bill with which the patriot was paid for 
sen·ice in that conflict. In 1765 he married Abigail Reynolds and to this 
nnicn \Yas born: Abram, ?\oY. I, 1766. Abran1 Bjshop married Anna 
Bone\, born Oct. 5· 1783, who died Jan. I r, 1870, in Somers township, on 
the farm of heT son Jacob. She had been afflicted with blindness for fif­
teen years prior to her death. Their family of fifteen children has all 
passed avv.ay. Abram Bishop was buried in the Bishop burying ground at 
Granville, N. Y., and a city has gro\vn aronncl -wh~t \vas once a secluded 
spot. 

The maternal grandfather of Mr. Bishop ,,_,as Nathaniel Potter, a na­
tiYe of New York and a Revolutionary soldier who lived to advanced age . 
He married Elizabeth Johnson, vvho also lived long, becmning the mother 
of these children: Ann, Mary, Fannie, Peter and Sarah. The Potter 
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family in America elates its history back to t;vo brothers, Nathaniel and 
Ichabocl, who came to New England m I638. N athamel was admrtted as an 
inhabitant of the Island of Aquidneck A.pril 30, I639, under King Charles, 
and .he ancl his brother Ichabod lived at Portsmouth. R. I. The widow of 
Ichabod ren1ovecl to King's Town about 1687. 

Jacob Bishop, father of our subject, when a boy of fifteen years, left 
his home in New York ancln1acle his \vay to Sandusky_, Ohio, where he 
clerked in a store until he 1.:;ecame of age. He married Fanny Potter_, Jan. 
19, 1833, in Granville, :0!. Y._, and the record of their children is as follO\VS: 
Henry H. cliecl aged seven years. ~\braham T., a retired merchant, is mar­
ried and had eight children. Mary E. cllecl in infancy. Phebe ]. died in in­
fancy. Mary E. (deceased) married Adelmar Graves, and had five children. 
Victoria A., unmarried, died at the age of sixty-two years. Phebe J. (2), 
unmarried, died at the age of sixty-one years. Isaac T. is mentioned belo\v. 
Joseph F., of Somers, \Vis., is marriecl and has five children. Anna L. mar­
ried (first) Edwin Sherwoorl, and harl one child, and (second) C. C. Hurd, 
of Fcixlake, \Vis. Fanny J. is the wife of Rev. Hiram Curtis. of Sutton, 
Neb., and the mOther of five children. Jacob R ... deceased, n1arriecl Emma 
Carpenter, of Syracuse, N. Y., and had one son, Jacob R., of Castleton, N. 
Dak. John E. died at the age of eight years. Delia E., of Somers, \Vis., is 
unmarried. Harriet E. married Leander Capon, of Perry, Iowa, and had 
eight children, one of whom is deceased. 

)1Jter marriage Jacob Bishop removed to Cleveland, Ohio, and went 
into the grocery business for himself. In 1838 he came \Vest and pre-empted 
land, and bought altogether about 1600 acres of land in the township of 
l\lount Pleasant, Racine county, and Somers, Kenosha county, the former 
covering the site of the present to\Yn oi Corliss. He was accm:npaniecl \Vest 
by Seth Doan, \vho subsequently became the leading dealer in dry goods in 
Kenosha. 

Jacob Bishop was an excellent business man. He followed farming 
and kept on accumulating lancl until he owned 20,000 acres in Dunn and 
\:Vaupaca counties. In 1839 he brought his family \Vest, and located on a 
farm of 240 acres in Somers tov.rnship. and of his large family of fifteen chil­
dren ten were born and reared on this farm. Later i1llife he movecl into Ra­
cine, his main object being to give his children better educational a(h·antages. 
He continued to reside in the city for some six years, in the meantime con­
tinning the management of the farm to which he then returned, having im­
proved it with substantial and comfortable buildings. He died on the farm 
May 6, r885. aged seventy-seven years. His wife clierl Jan. 2I. I88q. ag·erl 
seventy-five years. Politically he was a Republican. He and his wife had 
both been reared in the Quaker faith and they continued to be Friends all 
their lives. honest, virtuous, kindly people who were respected and esteemed 
wherever known. 

Isaac T. Bishop has livecl in Solllers to·wnship all his ljfe, He attencier1 
the local schools and Jived at home until seventeen years of ag-e, \Vhen he \.Vent 
to Kenosha ancl became clerk for Doan & Hawlev. where he remained one 
year, but the outbreak of the Civil wor interrupte-r! the quiet cnrrent of his 
life just as it did the thousands of others who answered the call of country 
in the fateful years of I86I-j. 
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On Sept. 9, r86z, Mr. Bishop enlisted under Chief of Police Bradley of 
Chicago, in Battery B, First Illinois Light Artillery) and was ordered to re­
port to the battery then located at Memphis, Tenn. The quota of the battery 
having been filled, the subject of our sketch, enlisted in Company C, 55th IlL 
V. L During the siege of Vicksburg he was assigned to special duty in the 
Ordnance Department of the I sth Army Corps. After the capitulation of 
Vicksburg, he was transferred to the Post Ordnance Department. In Jan­
uary, r864, he was assigned to duty in the Ordnance Department, Military 
Division of the Mississippi, located at Nashville, Tenn., by order of Lieut. 
Gen. U. S. Grant, where he reh1ained until the close of the war, in May, r865. 
He enlisted as a private, and \vas mustered out as assistant ordnance officer. 
Seven days after joining the 55th regiment, he participated in the battle of 
Chance1lorsvi11e and his regiment soon after went down the Mississippi river 
to Young's Point, opposite Vicksburg, where in the summer of r863 they 
helped to dig the canal which was usually called by the soldiers, "Grant's 
Ditch," which is destined some day to cut an important figure in navigation. 
A force of zs,ooo tnen was engaged for three months in digging this canal. 
The object was to cut off and leave Vicksburg an inland town, and the work 
was in charge of Generals Grant and Sherman. 

General Grant then threw his army across the river to Grand Gulf, where 
he met General Pemberton in command of the Confederate forces, who fought 
stubbornly from Grand Gulf to Raymond, and next at Champion Hills, Black 
River Bridge, ending with the siege of Vicksbmg. Mr. Bishop carried a gnn 
and participated in all of that campaign, and was finally mustered out of the 
service at Nashville, Tenn. He returned to his home in Somers township, 
and again bec~n1e a farmer with his father. 

On Nov. 28, r866, Mr. Bishop was united in marriage wlth Miss Lydia 
J Clemons, who was born in Oswego county, N. Y., July 3, 1846. daughter 
of Hosea and Eliza CW allace) Clemons, ancl five sons were born to that 
union, as follows: John C., who was drowned in August, 1902, while in the 
employ of the St. Paul Railway Company. married Maggie Fitzgerald, of 
Somers township, and had two daughters. Arvilla L. and Delia M.; Adelmar 
A., a graduate of the State Normal School at Whitewater, and fom1erly for 
nine years bookkeeper for the J. L Case Threshin~ Machine Co .. and now in 
the laundry business at Racine·, married Maud E. Thompson, and has one son, 
Gorclon A.; Isaac T. died at the age of eighteen years; Eclwin S., a graduate 
of the State University at Madison, taught two years there in the Physics 
Department, and at present occupies the chair of Physics in the East Division 
High School at Milwaukee: and Benjamin H. is at home. 

Mr. Bishop is a stanch Republican ancl on nn111erous occasions he has 
been called upon to serve in offices of trust and responsibility. He was town 
treasurer for one year. and for a period of five years was chairman of the 
board of supervisors, ancl while a men1ber of the county board was elected 
chairman. For eleven years he has served as a justice of the peace, rendering 
decisions based upon a proper recognition of facts, and with the experienced 
Judgment INhich has given satisfaction to his fellow citizens. He has ahvays 
been prominent in the Yarious public-spirited movements of his locality, and 
as a man of sterling integrity and ripe judgment has been chosen as a leader 
in many of these. For t\Yenty-four years he has served as secretary of the 
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Somers ?vfutual Fire Insurance Company, a local organization of assured 
stability. He has been one of the promoters of progress along agricultural 
lines and local development of all kinds, claiming that Somers township pos­
sesses not only the natural advantages but also the type of citizenship which 
should make it a banner township in the county. He has taken a deep interest 
in all the work of the Grand Army of the Republic, and is a valued member 
of the Fred S. Lovell Post. In fraternal life he belongs to the Knights of 
Pythias. i\Irs. Bishop is a consistent and active member of the M. E. Church, 
but l\1r. Bishop continues a Quaker in his religious convictions. 

CLEMONS. The paternal grandfather of Mrs. Bishop was John Clemons, 
a native of New York, where the family has been settled for generations, t\VO 

brothers coming from England and locating here at a very early clay. John 
Clemons married Lydia DeYereaux, ancl he died in New York. His wiclO\v 
came to Mt. Pleasant township where she lived to the age of eighty-four 
years. They had four sons and two daughters. 

Hosea Clemons, son of John ancl father of Mrs. Bjshop, \vas a natiYe of 
New York and a farmer by occupation. lie came to \Visconsin in October, 
I846, and settled in Mt. Pleasant township, Racine Co., vVis., where he 
died in r882, aged seventy-five years. I-Ie was hvice married. His first \vife, 
Eliza (\V a !lace) Clemons, passed away in I 862, aged forty-fom years, in 
the faith of the Methodist Church. She was a daughter of \Villiam ancl Han­
nah ( 1IcDaniels) vVallace, of Scotch descent, the former of whom eli eel in 
K ew York at the age of eighty-four years, but the latter had died long before, 
the n1other of six children. The children born to the n1arriage of Hosea 
and Eliza (Wallace) Clemons were: \Villiam vVallace, of Fairmount, Los 
Angeles Co., Cal.; Nancy A._. who diecl agecl hvelve years; Lydia ]., lirs. 
Bishop; Sarah E., wife of Russell Lewis, of Racine; I-Iarriet Eliza, deceased, 
formerly the wife of E. Cook; Helen A., deceased, formerly the wife of James 
E. Spencer; Estella R., wife of Gaylord Shepherd, of Racine; lela M., deceased 
wife of E. G. Ozanne; \Vesley H., of Berryville, \iVis.; and Ira F., of Ra­
cme. Hosea Clemons married (second) Abbie]. DeGroat, widow of Albert 
DeGroat. and daughter of a Mr. Doclg·e, of New York. There were two chil­
dren born to this union, Herbert ancl Florence, the latter the wife of E. ,\. 
Tostevin. Hosea Clemons became a J\!Iethodist in his youth. 

JOSEPH EVERETT KRICHBAUM, a prominent resident of Ken­
osha. \Vis., engaged in the undertaking and embalming business at No. 261 
J\1arket street, was born in Campbellsto\vn, Ohio, June IS. r862, son of Peter 
A <'nd Sarah Ann (Sci bird) Krichbaum, natives, respectively, of Germany 
ancl America. 

Peter A. Krichlnum came to Amreica when a voun~- m1.n, and ran a 
cooper shop in Campbellstown, bhlo. He m:-trriecl in~ Ohio. Sarah /\nn Sci­
bird. \Vhen the Civil "·ar broke out he enlisted in the 5th Ohio Ca,·alry. 
and was killecl in r86-t, leav1ng his wife with three children: Joseph Everett, 
ancl t\\·o c1aughters, the latter of whom died in infancy. IVIrs. Elizabeth 
(Bookwalter) Scibird. mother of s~rah Ann (Scihird) Krichbaum, cliecl in 
Ohio, at the ripe old age of eighty~seyen years. She was tlle mother of four 
sons: One \Yho died in the Civil war; Joseph, a captain in the Civil \Yar, ·who 
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Prairie Grove, Little Rock and Saline River. ~-\fter the >sar he returned to 
Racine, and here he has li\·ed ever since. On June 5, r86.), ~\lr. Bolton mar­
ried ::\liss ::\1ary 'Ann fvlcCourt, and se\·en children were born to this union: 
one that died in infancy; Linda, who died aged six years; Frank, who died 
aged. three years; Freel; George, cash1er of the l I. Case Plow Company, 
\Yho liYes at home; \Villi am, who taught school for a number of years, and 
is now "·orking on a farm; ancl Mary, deceased wife of a :.VIr. Kauffman. Mrs. 
Mary c\nn Bolton died in the faith of the Baptist Church. Her parents were 
early settlers of Racine, were Catholics by religion, and both died in Racine 
county. 

illr. Bolton married (second) :\Iiss Mary Stewart Beanston, who was 
the daughter of Peter Beanston, and to this union has been born one daug-h­
ter, Louise Elizabeth, a teacher in the Racine public schools. iVIr. Bol­
ton is a member of the Presbyterian Church. He belong-s to Belle City Lodge, 
No. 92, F. & A M., and to Orient Chapter No. r2, R, A. M. Politically he 
is. a Republican, and has served as school con1n1issioner and alclern1an. He is 
a member of Governor Harvey Post, G. A .. R. Mr. Bolton has a beautiful 
home, bullt by him in r88o, at No. r8oo \Vashington avenue. 

RUFUS SMITH, whose sterling traits of character were such as to win 
high regard, and whose death \\'as deeply lamented throughout Salem town­
ship, was born in Fairfield county, Conn., ~-\pril 26, r8rg. lVIr. Smith came 
to \Visconsin in 1846, and 1ocatecl in the town of Salem, I(enosha county, 
where he purchased sixty acres of land, to which he added from time to time 
until he owned 36o acres. In his political affiliations Mr. Smith was a Repub­
lican, and thongh he \vas never an active politician he served as justice of the 
peace of his township, as school superintendent under the township system. 
and was also at one tlme sui)ervisor, His public anrl of-ficial duties were evel" 
promptly and faithfully discharged, and he was alike true to e\'ery private 
trust. He died on the ole! home place Aug. I2, r886. and his widow, who 
still snrvi\·es, makes her home on the old farm. 

Rufus Smith marriecl Julia A, Jessup, \Yho was horn in Green\vich, 
Fairfield Co., Conn., and they became the parents of eleven children, seven 
of whom are 110\V living: (I) Nelson served in the Civil \'i'ar, as a ninety­
clay man, a member of Company C, 33d \Vis. V. I., and died in the Army 
Hospital at the age of twenty-one years. ( 2) Emma is the widow of A. \V. 
Foster, of Salem, Wis. ( 3) Seymour. a farmer and ranchman of Inez, Neb., 
married Hattie HartnelL and they had seven children, Howard, Ada, Julia, 
Charles, Estelle, Ruth and Nina. ( 4) Ann married Thomas BishOj}, a re­
tired farmer and president of the hank at Pleasant Dale, N eh., and is the 
mother of nine children, Carlton, Clarence, Nelson Edward, Julia, Emery, 
Florence, Ruh1s, Mancl and Ralph. (5) Jane married Monroe \Vicks, a 
farmer of Salem township, and has two children, Verna and Vera. (6) 
Aclaline married Robert Patterson. a real estate agent of Burnett, Cal., and 
they ha,·e five children, Mabel L, ·Robert E., Ella, Leland and Marian. (7) 
George, a real estate c1ealer of Burlington. \Vis., marri.ed Amelia Runkel, 
and has two children, Freel and Lloyd. (8) Frank F. is mentioned below. 
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(9) Han'ey die,) in miancy. l IO) Harny G;, died unmarried at the age of 
twenty-nine. (I 1) Flor3. Bell died aged tllree years. 

Joel Stnith, father of H.ufus, \Y<ts also a native of Connecticut, and was 
a farmer by occupation. 1-le died in ~or1valk, Fairfield Co., Conn., aged 
about sixty-three years, \Yhile his \\'iie, :\ aucy ( SL John) Smith, liYecl to 
be about se\Tenty years of age. They had two Uaughters and one son, all now 
deceased, viz, : julia, \Yho married \Villiam \ Veeks; Phebe, who married 
James \Veeks; and Kufus. The Smiths \Yere of English stock. 

Mrs, Rufus Smith \\as a daughter of Jonathan Jessup <)nd a granddaugh­
ter of Samt;el Jessup, a nati\·e of Connecticut, ancl a boat captain, \Yho \Yas 
drowned when in n1icldle life. Samuel Jessup married Catherine Fen· is, and 
they had a large famiiy.of children. After her husband's c\eath l\1rs. Jessup 
n1arriecl (second) Paris Robbins. The maternal grandfather of l\Irs. Rufus 
Sn1ith \YaS John \Veed, a nati\·e of Connecticut. He was a farmer, and 1iYed 
to the remarkable age of 103 years, while his wife, Jane, died at the age of 
sixty. They had quite a large family. Jonathan Jessup, :Mrs. Smith's father~ 
also a native of Connecticut, \yas a shoemaker by trade. He cliec1 in his 
native place, Green\Yich,. Conn ... aget'l sixty-five years, his \vife follm,·ing hin1 
to the graye four or five years later, aged about sixty years. They had four 
children, all of whom are still ]1,-ing: Julia A., who n1arriecl Rufus Smith; 
Louisa, the wife of Samuel Hopkins, of Connecticut; Paris, of Connecticut; 
and Mary, the wido-w of Niajor \Yescomb, of the same State. 

FRANK F. S11ITH is one of the leading farn1ers and influential citizens 
of Kenosha county. He resides upon a finely cultivated tract of land in 
Section 5, upon which farm he \vas lJorn Aug. 22, 1858, son of Rufus and 
Julia A, (Jessup) Smith. :\'lr Smith was reared on the farm which his 
father settlecl in Salem townshlp

1 
and his education was obtained in the 

district schools
1 

\Yhich he taught for some tin1e. His farm, which is finely 
cultivated, consists of 370 acres, and includes the Alexander Bailey farm of 130 
acres, which adjoins the village of Salem. The village of Salem is built on 
part of the original Alexander Bailey farm, His farm compares fayorably 
with any other in the to\';nship, being well supplied with the latest machinery 
and \Yith good, substantial fann buildings. 

On NaY. 20, r887, l\;1L Smith married Miss Grace S. Curtiss, claugh-
. ter of Charles and Mary ( OrYis) Curtiss, and two children have been born , 
to this union, Elvira and RacheL Politically ML Smith is independent, and 
he has never sought ofiice, caring nothing for public life. He is one of the 
popular citizens of Salem township, being a progressive and public-spirited 
man, and a \YOrthy descendant of ancestors who bra·ved the rigors of pioneer 
life in \i\Tisconsin, and \Yith courage, judgment and bra,yny muscle conYeliecl 
the virgin soil of Salem township into one of the most fertile sections of the 
county. 

Charles Curtiss) father of iv1rs. Grace Smith. \Yas a native of N €\'/ York 
State, and her mother was bon1 in \1 ermont. They came West when young 
people, and were married June 17, 1847, in Salem township. There ML 
Curtiss engaged in agricultural operations, lh--ing on a large fann of oYer 
four hundred acres, until his death, ,vhich occurred !\larch 3 I, I 872, at the age 
of fifty-two. Mrs, Curtiss sunind her husband until Jan, 24, 1902, and 
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was almost eighty-one at the time of her death. They had a family of 
four children, all of \vhom are still living, as follovvs: Anna L. n1arried John 
\V. Sheen, and is the mother of six children, Clarence]., Mary A ... J. \Vray, 
Grace B., Leora M. and \Villis, who live at Trevor, in Salem township; Hon. 
VValker M. Curtiss, of Salem township, is mentioned elsewhere; B. l\1ay, the 
wife of John E. Turn6ck, has two sons, Charles E. ancl Reuben A., also of 
Trevor, Salem township; ancl Grace S. is the wife of Frank B. Smith. Mr. 
and Mrs. Curtiss were good Christian people, but members of no church. Po­
litically Mr. Curtiss was a Republican. 

Nehemiah Curtiss, grandfather of 11rs. Smith, was born in 1782 in 
N e\v York, of English descent, and was a farmer by occupation: He lnar­
riecl Lucina Hubbell, who was born in 1784, and whose ancestors came from 
England on the "Mayflower." Both lived to a good old age, he dying July 
24, 1845, and she in 1873. They had a family of eight children, two sons and 
six daughters, all of whon1 are now deceased. 

The Orvis family came originally from England, and Waitstill Orvis, 
the great-grandfather of Mrs. Smith on the maternal side, was a native of 
Massachusetts, born in 1755. He died Oct. I 1, 1823. He was married Dec. 
17, 1777, at Brattleboro, Vt. (then in the State of New York), to Elizabeth 
Church, who was born in 1757 in \Vestfield, Mass., and died Sept. u, 1832. 
Their son, John J\1llls Qr\ris, 1\-irs. Smith's grandfather, was born Dec. r8, 
1790, in Hinsdale, Vt., and came \Vest to \Visconsin with his \vife and family 
at an early clay, settling in Salem township, Kenosha county, where he spent 
the rest of his life. He was a blacksmith by trade. On Aug. 19, r8II, he 
n1arriecl Anna Larabee, of Guilford .. \Tt., who lived to the advanced age of 
ninety-three years, dying June 12, 1888, at Salem, \Vis. They had three 
daughters and one son who grew to maturity: Jane married John Osgood, a 
farmer, while living in Salem township; in later years 'they moved to Delmar, 
Iowa, in which State they spent the remainder of their years, living to an act­
vancecl age. Eliza married Capt. John Tuttle, who was in service on the lakes 
for about sixteen years, being mate on the schooner "Edward Sackett", which 
took the first cargo of grain clmYn Lake ~Iichigan; later he came to Salem, \Vis., 
ancl located on .the farn1 now owned b;r J. H. 1\tic Veigh, where he ran a sum­
mer resort; Capt. and J\l[rs. Tuttle both reached advanced age. 11ary mar­
ried Charles Curtiss and became the mother of Mrs. Smith. Charles, a 
farn1er, married Bethia Selleck, and dled some years ago; his wife is still 
living on their home farm in Salem township. 

DANIEL \VILLIAJ\IS, a pioneer of Kenosha county, has· been a wit­
ness to its wonderful transformation from the log cabin days, when the coun­
try \Vas sparsely settled, to the present \'/ith its numerous towns, fine country 
houses, schools and churches ancl highly cultivated farms. He was born in 
Llanclinham, Montgomeryshire, \Vales, Feb. 14. r824, son of Lewis and 
Sarah (]ones) Williams, also natives of \Vales. 

The only facts known about the paternal grandparents of Daniel \Villiams 
are that they were. natives of \Vales and carried on farming- in Raclnorshire. 
On the maternal side, his e-ranclfather "~as Daniel Tones. a farmer, who car­
ried on his occupation in 'vVales. The name of his wife, who survived him 
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Lodge of the State of Wisconsin and to Racine Chapter, R A i\I. Politicaily 
he is a Republican. 

Hiram and Helen (Snyder) \V eayer, parents of Mrs. Choak, were both 
born and brought up in the State of New York, and for many years liYecl near 
Syracuse. In I843 they mm·ed to \Visconsin and settled in Bristol township, 
Kenosha county, where lvfr. \\¥eaver took up governn1ent land and liYecl for 
hvelve years. He then bought a fan11 of 240 acres in Brighton township .. and 
made that place his home till 1874, when he died, agee! sixty-eight years. He 
was survived a year and a half by his wife, ·who died aged sixty-four. Both 
belonged to the Methodist Episcopal• Church. T"·o daughters and t\YO sons 
were born to them, viz.: Henry R., of l\,idvlinnville, Tenn.; Catherine 11atilcla, 
Mrs. John Jamison, of LibertyYille. IlL; George D., of Salem. Kenosha cminty; 
and Charlotte E., 1\Irs. Choak The grandparents on both sides \Yere natiYes 
of New York State and li\·ed to old age. Or1 the mother's side the g-rand· 
father Snyder reached the age of ninety years and more; he had a latge fam­
ily1 six sons and six daughters. 

JAMES J A\" VAl\' ,\LSTINE. a prosperous. enterprising former of 
Kenosh;1. county, \Vis .. residing on his farm in Section I2, Salem township, 
was born in the tO\Yn of Hannibal, Oswego Co .. N. Y., June 13, 18.)8. son of 
Peter C. and Eliza Ann (Foster) Van Alstine. 

Peter Y an Alstine, the paternal grandfather, was a natiYe of :\'" ew York. 
and a swordmaker by trade. He \\'tiS born Aug. I 6, I 776, and on Oct. 2. rSo~. 
married Jane ·watson. born Oct. 19, 1785. They hac] eleYen children: .>\lm12o. 
James \V .. I.Z:aty Ann. Peter C., Leonarcl 1 Evelyn, DanieL Augustine. DaYd 
McCabe. DeLos and Marv Jane. The mcrternal grandfather of James J. 
Van Alstine was \Villiam Foster, a native of New York State. and a soldier 
in the war of r812. He and his wife attained advanced years. 

Peter C. Van Alstine was born Nov. 28, r8o9, in Marcellus. Onondaga 
Co .. N. Y. He followed shoemaking in Os\-vego county, ancl in r8;:,6 came 
\Vest and located land on Section I, Salem township. Kenosha Co., \\'is. He 
then returned to his native State, and came to \Visconsin again ln IS;)~ with 
his family, settling on the farm \Yhich he had taken up from the government. 
This place he improYed. and reared his family thereon. and he cliecl at the old 
home, aged eigbty-fi,,e years, being buried there, ii1 the cemetery for \Yhich he 
had given a piece of lam!. His wife, who was born 1\larch 9. IS!.). dien in 
r893. They had two children. Angeline and James Jay, the former. now the 
widow of \Valter E. Me Vicker, living in Kenosha. 

J an1es Jay Van A1st1ne has 1i1·ecl jn Salem tm,·nship since he ·was five 
months old. or since .November 1 1838, a period of aln1ost seYenty years. and 
is one of the oldest cOntinuous residents of Kenosha county. He \Yas reared 
on his father's farm and attended the district schools. and wfth his father learn· 
eel boot and shoe making. He also learned the painter's trade. which he 
followed for about six vears in connection with farming. On Dec. 
I7. r862, Mr. Van Alstine married Miss Elizabeth Jones. daug-hter 
of William and Mariah (Evans) Jones. anc\ one daughter vvas horn 
to this union, Eliza, who married Charles Burgess. of Somers tn\Ynship, by 
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whom she had one son, \ Villiam C. :\Irs. Elizabeth Van ·""lstine died in Octo­
ber, 1864, aged twenty-three years. On Sept. 30, 1874, :VIr. Van Alstine mar­
ried \second) :VI iss Hannah .-\!mira Jackson, daughter of ?\ orthrup and Em­
tneline (Pardee) Jackson, and three children \Yere born to this union: Jennie 
Isabel, who married Albert \V. Burdick, lives in Salem township, and has two 
children, Roy and Vera; EchYin J ., \\·ho operates the home farm, married Grace 
Blanchard, and they haYe t\Yo chilclren, Hazel and Lester; lVIarion, who mar­
ried Charles Blanchard, li1·es at Trenx .. and has twq children, Neva and 
Lawrence. Politically J\.lr. \'an Alstine is an inclepenclent, voting rathe~ for 
the man than the party. 

1'Irs. Van Alstine's parents \Ytre natives of Connecticut, came to \Vis­
consin in 1842, and engaged in farming, Her father died there Nov. 9, r88o, 
aged seventy-one years, the 111other surviving until Jan. 18, rgor, when she 
passed mvay at her home in BristoL She \Vas born in \Vaterbury, New Haven 
Co., Conn., Aug. 7, 1816, and was married to Mr. Jackson May 17, 1840. 
They had six children, three of whom are now living: Heman, of Bristol 
township; Hannah A., :J\1rs. Van Alstine; and Emmeline, unn1arried, who lives 
on the old homestead in Bristol. There was also an adopted son, David. 

Mrs. Van Alstine's paternal grandfather was Orin Jackson, a native of 
Connecticut, who n1arried Hannah Frisbie. They hacl six children. On the 
nmternal side, Mrs. Van Alstine's grandfather was Heman Pardee, and his 
wife was Almira (Nichols) Pardee, both being natives of Connecticut. They 
both attained advanced age, and had a family of six children. 

James Jay Van Alstine is very highly esteemed in the community in which 
his entire life has been spent By his strict attention to business, and g-ood man­
agement, he has made his farming operations a success, and he is considered one 
of the substantial, as well as one of the representative, n1eu of Kenosha county, 
\Visconsin. 

BARTHOLOME\Y GLEESO"'. an intelligent, well-to-do farmer-citi­
zen of Racine county, \Vis .. owns and operates a fine 200-acre ti'act in Doyer 
township, located in Section 3 T < i\:1r. Gleeson was born on his present farm 
May 23, r8so, son of Timothy and Hannah (\Varren) Gleeson, natives of 
County Cork, Ireland. His grandparents were all natives of Ireland. and 
there died. 

Timothy Gleeson worked in a tannery in his native country, and coming to 
An1erica_ in 1838 worked in an oil mill at N ev,r York City for ten years, as sec­
ond engineer. Meantime he made a trip \Vest in July, 1844, and purchased the 
claim of the farm which his son Bartholomew now owns, and then returned 
to his \York in New York City. whence he moYed with his .. family to \Visean­
sin in July, r848. He remained on the farm until his death, in July, 1887. 
when he was a little over eighty-one years old, his \Vife passing away one year 
previously, aged eighty-two years. 1\fr. Gleeson held various township offices, 
and was prominent in local politics. He and his wife had six children (four 
of \Yhcm are now living) : Michael, of Dover to\vnship: Ellen, the widow of 
Daniel Cunningham, of Burlington township; Hannah, the widow of Thomas 
f..1cXamara, of Pleasant Prairie township, Kenosha county; Bartholome\-V: 
and t\Yo who died in earlv childhood. 
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country. Her father served in the German army three years, seeinR active 
service, and escaped with no further injury than a bullet mark, although he 
saw seven comrades in turn shot down by his side. He accon1panied the 
1\tlungens to America in 1837, and chose his land in Bristol township, where 
he lived for over forty-five years. He then moved into Kenosha, and there 
died aged eighty-nine. He held various to\vn offices in the early days. His 
wife, who lived to be seventy-two years old, bore him three sons and four 
daughters. Two of these daughters, Mrs. Mungen and Mrs. Jacobs, were g-ood 
singers, and for sixteen years sang in St. James Catholic Church in Kenosha. 
Mrs. Mungen had a family of four sons and five daughters, of whom the fol­
lowing are now living, all residents of Kenosha, saye one: Theodore, lVIat­
thias; Susan, wife of John Sheridan; Mary, Mrs. Gust Meiser; Margaret, 
Mrs. Peter Thielen; and Eva, Mrs. John Fasbender, of Chicago. 

11atthias Mungen was born iv1ay I, 1848, and grew up on his father's farn1 
in Pleasant Prairie township, \vhich is now his own property. He was edu­
cated in the school located on the farm, and never moved away fro1n the _place 
until March, 1904, when he gave up farming, and going into Kenosha assumed 
the 1nanagement of the large livery barn there 'vhich he had bought the pre­
ceding December, ancl which he has eyer since conducted. On leaving- the 
farm he had a sale of his stock horses, cattle, etc .. disposing of $7,000 worth. 
He 110\V mvns in connection with his 1i very stable some first-class horses, in­
cluding a number of fine imported ones, and one of his stallions, "Eco~sais,H 
took the first prize at the Fat Stock Sho\\' in Chicago. ancl also took the first 
prize at the great government shmY in France in r8g8. JVIr. Mungen also 
keeps a very gooclline of carriages and buggies. 

The marriage contracted betwee:1 JVIatthias :CVInngen and "l\Iiss Ang-usta 
Starr. daughter of \Yilliam ancl Theresa (Taggent) Starr, took place on 
Thanksgiving Day, 1869. Of the four sons born to this union the second. 
Thebclore, lived onlv about six weeks: of the others. Peter and Nicholas are 
at work with their f~ther, and Matthias A., a graduate of the Colleg-e of Coni­
merce. is teaching school. 11r. and )..Irs. ~lungen are members of the Catho_; 
Iic Church, ancl he belo-ngs to the Society of Catholic Knights. In political 
matters Mr. Mungen always maintains an inr1epenclent stand. He succeeded 
his father as school treasurer ancl has held that office for the post thirty-two 
years. 

JAMES H. TURNOCK, an honoree\ and well-known farmer of Salem 
township, Kenosha county, has followed the pursuits of an agriculturist since 
boyhood. He is now the possessor of a fine fann in Section 24. Salem town­
ship. upon which place he was born Dec_ rS. 1846. son of James ancl Ann 
(Brown) Turnock. natives of Lancashire, England. His paternal grand­
father was a fan11er in England, where he diecl \Ye11 aclYancecl in years. as 
clicl also the maternal grandfather. ·who also fo11o-we(l agricultural pursuits 
in that country. 

}a111es Turnock, father of James H., -workerl out 1n England. anc1 hter 
became the superintendent of a force of men engag-ed in rai1rotc1 construction. 
He came to America in I 846, and purchased seventy acres of hmcl, the pres­
ent home of his son James li., \vhere he engaged in farming. He made a trip 
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to California in IS..t-9, and another in 1850, staying six years the last time. 
In 1856 he returned to Salem township and resumed farming~ passing av,ray 
on his farm Xo\·. 13, 1900, when aged se\·enty-eight years. He and his wife 
\vere ::\lethoclists. ·~\Irs. Turnock died Nov. 8, 1896, aged seventy-seven years. 
They had four chilch·en: A.nna, who died unmarried; James H.; Charles 
Albert, of Salem tmYnship; and John E., also of Salem township. 

James H. Turnock has passed his life in Salem to\vnship with the ex­
·ception of six years spent in Illinois after his marriage. His education was 
obtained in the common schools, and until reaching manhood he lived at home 
with his parents. ...\fter his marriage Mr. Turnock rented a farm four and 
one-half miles north of CVIarengo, McHenry Co., Ill., where he farmed for six 
years. He then returned to the home farn1 in Salem tov:nship_. 1vhere his. 
father had purchased an additional forty acres; while he was in California 
his 1vife sold the original seYenty acres, living on the forty, which she retained. 
James H. Turnock bought back the seventy acres, ancl inherited his share 
of the forty, to 1vhich he added forty acres n1ore, now owning rso acres of 
finely impro,-ed land. 

On Dec. 31, 1870. :Mr. Turnock married Miss Esther Violetta Euell, 
daughter of \Valker and Louisa (Lockwood) En ell, and four children were 
born to this union: Alice Violetta, Rose Mary, Maud Irene and Orren Al­
bert. Alice V. married Eriwm Mellor, and they live at Liberty 
Corners; thev have five children, Edward, Esther A., Mabel Mande, Cleo and 
Claude. Ro~e M. married Douglas Burhite, and they have two children, Lee 
J. and Ralph Douglas. Martd Irene married Beecher Hines. Orren A., who 
lives in Salem to\\'nship, married Mabel Garland, and has one daughter, 
Gladys Caroline. 

Mrs. Esther Violetta Turnock died Sept. 24, 1893. aged forty years and 
three months, in the faith of the Methodist Church. She was born in New 
York State. of which State her parents were also natives, and th<iY were 
early settlers in Kenosha county, \Vis., bnt spent fonrteen years in California. 
Mr. Enell now lives at Liberty Corners, Salem township, and is eighty-four· 
years old. His wife died in 1904. They had two daughters, Mrs. Turnock 
and one who died in infancy. 

Politically Mr. Turnock is independent. 

DR. JOHN H. VEITCH. ,sheriff of Kenosha county, and a veterinary 
surgeon of skill, is a native of Canada, born in the County of Waterloo, Prov­
ince of Ontario, Feb. 12, r863, son of James and Mary (Hastie) Veitch, na­
tives of Scotland. 

The paternal grandfather of the Doctor, a native of Scotland. and a 
sheep raiser by occupation, died in Canada at an advanced age. On the ma­
ternal side. the grandfather was a native of the same country and followed the 
same calling-. He and his wife emigrated to Canada at an early day, where 
both diecl. James Veitch was a carpenter and builder. and lived in the County 
of \Vaterloo, Ontario. from earlv childhood until his death, which occurred 
in r888, \Yhen he \Yas abont sixt,-:five vears old. His >Yidow survived him un­
til rqor. ancl ·was ~ixty-eight y~ars o1(1 at the time of her death. They vvere 
old line Presbvterim\s. :Mr. and Mrs. James Veitch had thirteen children: 
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gr0\Yl1 ~nd chose farming as his occupation in life. ~-\fter his mother's death, 
\vhen his ±ather left his farm home, George H .. took the large fann of 230 acres, 
and John R. the tract of 120 acres. l.Juring the father's lifetin1e they paid 
rent, but at his death they came into full ownership of the property. fbe 
farm belonging to John R.. is situated in Yorkville township, and still is his 
property., although since the spring of 1905 he has ceased to live there and lns 
rented the place. ln that year he bought a place of only an acre and a quarter, 
about two miles from his farm, and is now residing there retired from active 
labor. 

l\lr. Baker was united in marriage July 30, 1874, to Miss Sarah Han1ilton, 
daughter of Thomas and Alice (\Nayburton) Hamilton. Their union has been 
blessed with four daughters, as follows: ( r) Lizzie, who married Harry 
Jones, of Ives Grove, has three children, Ray, vVillis and Ernest. (2) .-\lice 
E. married John Criplean, and lives on her father's homestead. (3) Emma 
Irene married Peter Larsen, of Dover township. ( 4) Effie May eli eel when 
twenty-one years old. Mr. and :Vlrs. Baker are members of the J\1ethodist 
Church. Politically Mr. Baker is a strong Republican, but usually contents 
himseli with the casting· of his vote. 

1\1rs. Baker comes of Scotch ancestry on her father's side. Her grandpar­
ents were Robert and Mary (Mutter) Hamilton, and they had a family of four 
sons and four daughters. Robert Hamilton spent one year in America, but 
returned to Scotland. where he lived to be eighty-one years old. His wife died 
at the age of sixty. Their son Thomas was born in Scotland, near Edinburgh. 
His \Vife, Alice \Vayburton; \Yas born in the County of Kent, Englancl, and 
her parents died there when she was a child. She and 1\rir. Hamilton came to 
America the same year, met here ancl were married. They went to Racine 
county,, \Vis., 'IYhere he bought eighty acres of bncl in Yorkville township, and 
settlecl down permanently. His wife diecl in 1868, agecl fifty-two. Both were 
Presbyterians in their faith. The four children born to them were: :.\'Iary, 
wife of Charles Robertson, of Hamilton county. Iowa; Alice, :Nlrs. \Villian1 
Emersun, who died in J'viarch, 190-1-; Sarah 1 3.lrs. Baker: and Rubert,· of 
l\!Iarion, Iowa. 1lr. 1-i:amilton died in r885, aged seventy years, at the home 
of Jlllrs. Baker. where he had spent the last two years of his life. He was a 
man uf many goocl qualities and was highly esteemed. 

ALV.~\ PADDOCK, who carries on agriculture! pursuits in Section 2. 

Salem township. is one of Kenosha county's representative farmers. He was 
born Dec. r8. 1861, on the farm on which he now resicles, son of the late 
Dr. Francis and Martha Cecelia (Munson) Paclclock, natives of New York 
State. 1-i:is paternal grandfather was \Villiam D. Paclclock torn in New York 
State. who came to \Visconsin in July, 1838. a11(l loo.tecl ln Saltm township. 
\Vhere he followed farming. The matern::ll grandfather of Ah;a Paclclcck 1Ya~ 
Louis l\Iunson, also a native of New York State. and a farmer by occupation. 
Hls wife. Betsey (Barnes) J\1uns0n, bore him four sons and two daug-hters. 
They came \Vest to \Visconsin at an early clay, but removed to l\fankato, :.\linn., 
ancl there died in old age. , 

Francis P~clclock. :!\1. D .. father of Alva. \\·as born in New York Sept. 
rs. r8q. and died at his home in the town of Salem :\'larch 29. r88g. respected 
by all '1\·ho knew him. ~\t a very early age Francis Paddock began life for 
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himself, and ever aftenvarclmade his own \vay in the \YOrld. By his own appli­
cation and efforts he manageU to acquire a good education, and aL the age 
of seventeen taught his first school. 1< or some years he followed 
that profession through the \Vinter 1nonths, \Yhile in the sun1mer sea­
son he attended medical college, haYing determined to engage in the prac­
tice of medi~ine as a life work. He also studied with Dr. Hamilton, of Auburn, 
:t\. Y. \Vith his parents he came to \Visconsin in July, 1838, the trip being 
made by teani .. and in Salem township, Kenosha county, the family settled, lo .. 
catlng on a farm of about four hundred acres on Section 2, purchased fron1 
the Government. It was the Doctor's intention on con1ing \Vest to assist his 
parents to locate in V/isconsin and then to go to JYlichigan, where he expected 
to establish an office and engage in practicej but his father was taken sick and 
he gave up the plan

1 
remaining at home to manage affairs. He also engaged 

in the practice of n1eclicine, in \Vhich he continued until within a few years of 
his death. 

On Aug. 19 .. 1841, Dr. Paddock was united in marriage with }diss 1\1ar­
tha Cecelia l\rlunson, who \Yas born Jan. j, r819, daughter of Louis and Bet­
sey (Barnes) Munson, natives of Oneida county, N.Y., and of English de­
scent. Fourteen children were born to this nnion, seven of whon1 now survive: 
An1brosia, born Jnne 6, r84:2j is the wife of Lewis Burgess, of Tacoma, \Vash.; 
Cecelia, born Aug·. 3 I, I 843, is cleceasecl: Francis, born Feb. 12, I 845, died 
July 30, 1845: Francis (2) ,yas born April 24, 1846: Cassander, born July 19, 
1848, was a physician of Fresno, Cal.. and eli eel :Vlarch 9, 1896; Gay, born 
Nm-. 18, 1849, is a resident of Elkhorn, \Vis.; May. born Dec. zo, r85I, is 
the wife of \Villiam Davenport, of California: \Villiam F., born Aug. I 5, 
1853, died in infancy; Claire. born Tvfay 26, I855, is a resident of Aurelia, 
lCJwa, wife of \Vorth ReeYe: Dora, born Feb. 28, 1857, is of Portland, Ore­
gon_; J\Iunson, born Feb. 25, rSsg, is deceased; Alvin and Alva, t\Yins, were 
born Dec. I8, r86I. the former dying in infancy; Harvey, born March 6, 1864, 
also died in infancy. 

In his political affiliations Dr. Padclock was a Republican, and his fellow­
tO\Yl1Sn1en testified to their confidence in his ability by electing him to Yarious 
official positions. Aside frorn minor offices. he served as justice of the peace 
for several years, and also represented his district in the State Legislature. He 
\Yas a n1e111ber of the :1/Iasonic fraternity, and aided in the organization of the 
Olcl Settlers' Club of Kenosha countv. 

Alva Paddock has spent his entire life on the farm which his father set­
tlecl, ancl now is the owner of the property, which comprises 427 acres of 
finely improved Janel. He attended the district schools ancl the Oshkosh and 
\\'hitewater normal schools. i\h. Paddock has always followed fam1ing, 
and has been very successful in his operations. On Aug. I I, r88,), he married 
i\Iiss Irene L. Van\Vie. daughter of Garrett and Isabel (Morley) VanWie, 
and two sons came to this union: Ah·in D., born Dec. 8, r888. and Morley 
Ray, born Jan. 29, 1892. Mr. Paddock is a member of \\'ashburn Lodge, No. 
I4j. F. & A M., of Bristol, and also belongs to the Modern \Yooclmen of 
America. Politically he is a Republican, and he served as school director of 
his district for a number of vears. 

_The patern::~l g-rc111clpar.ents of Mrs. Paddock were Fredrich and Jane 
(Alcombtcgh) Van\Vie, of :\ew York. The father of Fredrich was born in 
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Holland, and had nine sons and three daughters. Her maternal grandparents 
were Joseph and Anna ( Catley) Morley, 01 Lincolnshire, England, where tlley 
were married. They came to \Visconsm in 11)54, and settled in Salen1 town­
ship, taking up land there, but later removed to lllinios. Some years later 
tL1ey removed to Jvlissouri, where they remained. They had five children, tvvo 
sons and three daughters. 

Garrett VanWie, Mrs. Paddock's father, was a native of New York, ana 
her n1other was a native of Lincolnshire, England. The latter, born m April, 
1843, can1e to An1erica in January, 1854, coming direct to \Viscunsin with 
her parents, who settled on the banks of Silver Lake, in Salem township. Gar­
rett Van\Vie was a farmer in Salem township, and there died in August, rgoo, 
aged sixty-seven years. He held several township offices.' His widow is a 
member of the Episcopal Church. She and her husband had children as 
follows born to them : Jennie E., deceased, maniecl L. E. Cody; L. Irene 
married Alva Paddock; Gnern is of Salem, \Vis.; Joseph A. is also of Salem; 
Ruth B. married George Phillips, of Hebbern, Ill.; Gav A. married E. L. 
Keigher, of Chicago; and Fannie 11. is unmarried and li;,ing vvith her n1other 
in Salem. 

MARTIN L. HOFFMAN, a well-known citizen, and extensi\·e farmer 
and stock buyer of Kenosha county, \Vis., located on Section 2.), Randall town­
ship, was born 1\'larch I 1 r839, at Burton, :i:vicHenry Co., IlL, son of Martin 
and Hannah ( Cupp) Hoffman. 

\Villiam Hoffman, the paternal grandfather of :Vlartin L. .. was a farmer 
in Somerset county, Pa., where he lived and died_, leaving' two sons and one 
daughter. · 

Martin and Hannah ( Cupp) Hoffman were both born in Pennsylvania, 
in one of the to\vnships of SomerSet county. They had six sons and one daug-h­
ter born to them, as follows: Aaron, deceased: \:Villlam, deceased: Philip, 
deceased; Mary. wife of Dennis Haldeman, of Decorah, Iowa; Martin L .. of 
this sketch; John. of Rosecrans, Lake Co., Ill.; ancl Joseph. who rliecl young. 
:i:viartin Hoffman, the father, \vas a millwright by trade. After his marriag·e 
he removed from Pennsylvania to Niles, Ivlich .. ancl worked there at his trade 
until 1832, when he went to Fort Dearborn as a soldier to fie:ht the Indians. 
lie was there a year and did his duty in repelling the savage Black 1-Iawk In­
dians. Returning to Niles he disposed of his property and removed to Spring­
Grove, Ill. There he located a claim ancl, in r835··after the Janel was surveyed 
he settled on this claim and farmed ancl continued to work at his trade as op­
portunity offerer1. He lived on that farm until r8so ancl' then made a trip 
overland to California, by ox team. accompanied hy his snn Ahron. The jour­
ney consumed just fiye months to a cby ancl both father and son en.g·a.g·ecl in 
mining. In 1852 he started to return home ·with a partner 1nmecl Niark Fin­
necum. 1ea·dng his son behind. his object being to retnrn to California with his 
sons Philip ancl 11artin. ..--\s J\!Ir. Finnecum had been a cantain on a steamer 
prior to locating in Califronia, it was his ·wish that they should return hv wa­
ter. -:\lr. Hoffman W8S taken sick with vellow fever, when thev reacherl New 
Orleans ancl cliecl there in r8s2. af:ecl fiftv-two vears. His wife snrvivecl"him 
until I86;. and died "!2"ecl sixtv-three vears. He \\'as a soldier in the State 
n1i1itia but had no ach·e1\tures as· the Inclians were then peaceful in that quarter. 
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would be his condition and surroundings in later life. He remained at hon1e 
until his nmrriage, on Nlarch I 5, r842 1 to ::Vliss 11ary Ann Goldsvvorthy, \Vho 
was born in Cornwall, Kov. 4, 1819. T'he few weeks preceding the departure 
of the young couple for America \\'ere taken up in preparations for the long 
voyage and in parting visits, and on .:·\pril 3d they left Yalmouth on a sailing 
vessel bound for New York. Their objective point being Southport, 'vVis., 
they made their way there via the Erie canal and the Great Lakes, coming 
eventually to the little village which then represented what is now the busy 
city of Kenosha. 

In partnership with his father-in-law, James Russell invested in a large 
body of land, some 320 acres, which at a later date they divided. Mr. and 
Mrs. Russell had expected and cheerfully accepted the hardships incident to 
pioneering. On many occasions their thoughts turned to the comforts they had 
left behind in their native land, but they persevered, overcame all obstacles, 
and as time passed Mr. Russell accomplished the clearing and cultivating of his 
land. He sold the farm in r868 and moved to Union Grove, wher:e he still 
resides. Troubles and bereavements can1e to our venerable subject ancl 
his wife, but they we1·e also wonderfully blessed in many ways. Of their five 
children three survive, viz.: James G.) who is a prominent farn1er of Yorkville 
township; Richard, a general merchant of 'Union Grove; and Susan, wife of 
J. C. Drury. The beloved mother of these children passed away in r865. 

Although for forty-three years Mr. Russell has suffered the affliction of 
blindness, caused by an accident while blasting stone, he has by no means lived· 
retired fron1 active interests until within the last few years. In early life he 
was a \rVhig, became a Republican on the formation of that party, and has 
frequently served in various offices. For eight years he was chairman of the 
board of supervisors of Paris township, Kenosha county, for one term was 
town treasurer, and for six years was clerk of the board of eclucati~:m. 

HON. WALKER M. CURTISS, a prominent citizen and well-to-do 
farn1er of Salem to\vnship. located in Section 22, is representing Kenosha 
county in the Wisconsin Assembly. He was born on the farm upon which he 
now resides Nov. r, r852. son of Charles and Mary (Orvis) Curtiss, the 
former of Virgil, Cortland Co., K Y .. and the latter a native of Brattleboro, 
Vermont. 

Nehemiah Curtiss, grandfather of \Valker M. Curtiss, was hom July z8, 
r782. and was one of a family of eight children, his four brothers and three sis­
ters being as follows: Elijah, who was a farmer of Oneida county, N. Y.; 
David, of Monroe county, N. Y.: John, a farmer of Exter, Otsego county, 
N. Y.; Samuel: Ruth: Hannah, and Polly. Nehemiah Curtiss died July 24, 
1845. He married Lucina Hubbell, who was born Oct. 4, r7'64, and died May 
13, r873. She had one brother, Louis, and one sister, Mary. Both Mr. and 
Mrs. Curtiss were natives of New York of English descent, and the ancestors 
of Mrs. Curtiss came over in the "l\1av:Rower." :\.,.ehemiah and Lncina Cur-. 
tiss had eight children, namely: Laura-M., born Nov. 27, r8o_s, married Asa 
Reed. and died March 17. r856: Saline. Mrs. San fore!, was born Dec. 8, r8o7: 
Sophronia, born Feb. 2, r8r I, married Hiram Sherman. ancl after his death be­
came the wife of James Otis: Salmon, \Yas born Nm·. I\. 1812: Marv. born 
March 6, 1817, married Thomas Benton, and after his death married Barrett 
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Elster; Charles was born March 22, r8zo; Lucinda, born Aug. 9, 1822, who 
married Sanford Branch (now deceased), and is a resident of Cortland 
county, N. Y., is the only sun-ivor of the family; and Matilda, born Jan. I, 
r83o, died June 10, I834· All this family but Charles remained in their 
native state, New York, and engaged in agricultural pursuits in early life, 
later living retired. 

Charles Curtiss, father of VValker lVI., was always a farmer. He was. 
born March 22

1 
r8zo, ancl came West to \Visconsin an10ng the early settlers, 

making the journey from New York by way of the Erie canal and' the Great 
Lakes, and landing in Kenosha (then called Southport) in October, I843· 
On April I, 1844. he bought r6o acres of land (now included in the home­
steq.d) for $2.50 an acre, giving a mortgage on same for $341. As he pros­
pered he added to this tract tintil he owned 440 acres, and he died on his farm 
March 31, 1872, aged fifty-two years. On June 17, 1847 .. he married Mary 
Orvis, \Vho was born Oct. 3~ 1821, and who died Jan. 24, 1902, when in her 
eighty-first year. They had four children, VJalker M., our subject, being the 
second child ancl the only son, the three daughters, all of \\"hom live in Salem 
township, being as follows: Anna L.. born Sept. 29, r8so. married John 
Sheen, and they have had six children. Clarence J .. Mary. Wray. Grace. Leora 
and Willis. May B., born Nov. 5, 1854· married John Turnock, and has had 
two children, Charles and Reuben. Grace S., born Dec. 4. r86.), married 
Frank F. Smith. and has two children. Elvira and Rachel. 

Walker M. Curtiss was reared on his father's farm in Salem township, 
attended the district schools, and for a short time was a student in Beloit Col­
lege. Several years after the death of his father he bought out the other heirs 
to his father's farm, on which he has continued to the present time. He also 
owns a I ro-acre farm near Trevor. Since r 88o Mr. Curtiss has been eng-aged 
in handling vehicles, Plano hinders and shredders and various farm imple­
ments, is agent for the American Field fence, and deals in hay and grain, baling 
hay as a specialty. · 

On Feb. 17, 1878, Mr. Curtiss married Miss Catherine Beimer, daug-hter 
of Rudolph and Christina (Elfers) Beimer, and four children were born to this 
union: (I) Charles H., born June r, 1879, is employed in the Chicago Brass 
\Vorks in Kenosha. He married Clara Norris, and they have had one son, 
Lloyd, who died after a severe attack of pneumonia, May 27, 1906. (2) \Vil­
liam R., born Sept. I9, I88r, is on the home farm. He married Hattie Nor­
ris, and they have a daughter. Olene. (3) Mark W., born Sept. J. I88.S, is at 
home. (4) Jessie, born in September, I893, died in February, 1894. All of 
the children have been well educated, Charles H. being a graduate of Sac 
City high school, and the College of Commerce in Kenosha; William R. at­
tended the high school at Sac City, and 4or two terms was a student in the 
agricultural department of the State University at Madison: Mark \V. at­
tended the Beloit high school and the College of Commerce of Kenosha. 

Politically Mr. Curtiss is a Republican. and in 1904 he was elected to the 
\Visconsin Assembly. to represent Kenosha county. entering trpon the duties 
of that office in January, 1905. He served as a member of the tO\Yn board 
of supervisors for one year. ancl as a member of the school board for many 
years. Mr. Curtiss is one of the most prominent farmers of Salem township, 
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and his many friends enjoy his political prominence and business success. He 
is one of the representatiYe men of Kenosha county. He is a n1ember of Trevor 
Lodge. :\I. \V .. ·\., of Trevor, \Visconsin. 

~Irs. Curtiss's parents \Yere natiYes of GermanL from \Yhich country they 
can1e to An1erica, settling in \Vheatland township, Kenosha county. Nine 
snrYiYe of their eleven children, namely: Henry G., of Salem township; Ann:-~, 
deceasecl. who was the vvife of Gerhard Schreck, oi Libertyville, Ill.: John, of 
Sac City, Iowa; Catherine, wife of om subject; Rudolph. of Sac City. Iowa; 
Christina, wife of John Kester, of Beloit, VIis.; Dena, wife of GeorRe Bull, 
Df Elgiu. IlL; Louisa. the wife of William McGuire. of Rockford, Ill.; Frank, 
of Beloit; \Vi11ian1, who lives on the olcl homestead. in \Vheatlancl town­
ship; and Benjamin, deceased. Rnclolph Beimer died in r88o, aged sixty-five, 
while his \Yife passed a\\·ayin 1872, in her forty-fifth year. They \Yere mem­
bers of the Presbyterian Church. 

ORVIS. On the maternal side, the first ancestor of \Valker M. Cmtiss in 
this country was (I) George Orvis, who came from· EnRland or \Vales. He 
had three sons, Gael, David and Ebenezer. Their descendants are now· numer­
ous ancl scattered all over the United States. A cane presented to one of the 
Orvis family by King James of England is said to haye passed into the posses­
sion of Eleazer Orvis. of Oakfield, vVisconsin. 

(II) Gael Orvis, son of George, is next in the line of descent \Ye are 
tracing. 

(III) Gael Oncis. Jr. 
(IY) \Villian1 Orvis (the rnaternal great-great-grandfather of \Valker 

M. Curtiss) and his wife Elizabeth had seven sons ancl two daug-hters. \Vait­
still. Gershom. \Villiam. Charles. Samuel, Oliver, Ambrose, Ann ancl Minclle. 
The mother of these eli eel Oct. 3 T, I 8o6, aged eighty-nine years, and is buried 
in the cemeterv at Brattleboro, Vermont. 

(\') \\iaitstill Orvis. the maternal great-grandfather of CWalker 1\L Cur­
tiss. vYas born Dec. 2. I755· in Northfield. Mass .. ancl on Dec. I7. I777• in 
Brattleboro. Vt. (at that time New York). married Elizabeth Church. vyho 
\vas born Oct. rg, 1757, in \Vestfield, ~Iass. Ten sons and one daughter came 
to this union, a11 born in Hinsdale, Vt., but the youngest two, 1\-ho were born 
in Brattleboro, Vt. Joseph, born Dec. 30, I778, died ::\Iay 30. I79S. in Brattle­
boro. Josephns On·is. horn Feb. :c8. I780, was married in Halifax. Vt .. to 
Rebecca Barney; he died Dec. 25, I8\S. in Newfane. Yt. Malachi.. born 
March 6. I782. was married Jan. g. r8og, in Dummerston. Yt.. to Clarissa 
Clark. and he cliecl Oct. 19. r854. in Dickinson, N. Y. \Vaitstill, Jr.. born 
June 26. 1784, 1vas married in Januar~r. r8rr. at' S-a>:ctnnah, Ga., to Susan 
Gremet: he \\'as drovv'necl on the coast of North Carolina Aug:. 20. r8 r .:;. Billy, 
born Sept. '4 I786. was married in Hinsdale, Mass .. in March r8oo. to Lncv 
Thomas. ancl rliecl Ang. 25. I8SS· Elihu, born Oct. 25. I788. livecl in Gra1;. 
Yille, )I, Y .. about 1820-40. soon after 1840 removing to Trov. N. \,.-.:be ,yas 
married Feb. 4. r8I.,, in Pawlet. Vt.. to Cina C. Upham. a1~cl thev hacl fnnr 
children. Joseph Upham. Ann Eliza. Philander Denslow ancl Cetherine Un­
ham. Jol111 :\1ills, born Dec. r8, 1790. died Nov. IO, I863. Elizabeth, born 
i\hrch IO, 1793· ;yas married Jan. 29. ISIS. in Bnttleboro. to Elisha Flint. and 
cliecl ::\Jarch I. I826, in Brookline. Vt. Francis. horn A.pril "· I795, was 
marriecl in Brattleboro in August .. r8r3, to LeYinah ~filler. Simeon'. born 
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l\lav 30, 1797, was married J::m .. 20, 1824, in IYiarlboro, \'t., to Derexa Camp­
bel( Levi Church, born :\lay 19, 1799, married Sophia Purely in January, 
1823, in Manchester, Vt., and had seven children, Franklin Henry, Caroline 
J\faria, Colun1bus Augustus, Charles Frederick, Frances Jane, Frances Eliza­
beth and Le,·i Church. Le,·i Church, Jr., died Sept. 25, 1849. in philadelphia, 
Pa. The father of this family. \Vaitstill On·is, died Oct. II, I823, in Brattle­
boro, where he is buried, ancl the mother passed away Sept. 12_, I8.)2, in Dum­
merston, Vt. [The aboYe elates are all taken from the old familv Bible of 
W aitstill Orvis.] · 

John Mills On·is, son of \Vaitstill and Elizabeth (Church) Orvis. "·as 
·born Dec. I8, I790. in Hinsdale, Vt., and was marr.ied Aug. I9, 18II, at Guil­

ford. Vt., to Anna Larabee. He died Nov. I9, I863, at Salem, \\'is., and ~Irs. 
OrYis lived to be O\;er ninety, dying June 12, r883_, at Salem. Mr. Qi·vis was 
a. soldier in the ·war of 1812. He was a blacksmith by trade_, and on coming 
\Vest visited a number of the \Vestern States, finally settling in Salem to-wn­
ship, Kenosha Co .. \Vis. John "'vi. and Anna Orvis had six children. Yiz.: Tane, 
married John Osgood, a farmer, \Yhile living in Salem tovi'nship; in later years 
they moved to Delmar, Iowa, where they spent the remainder of their lives. 
liYing to advanced age. Eliza n1arried Capt. John Tuttle, \Yho was on the 
lakes about sixteei1 years and later came to Salem, \Vis., locating on the farm 
110\Y owned by J. H. ?\fcVeigh. where he ran 8 summer resort: Capt. and J\1rs. 
Tuttle both lived to advanced age. Mary married Charles Curtiss. Charles 
\V., a farmer 1 married Bethiah Selleck, \Yho surYives hin1. T\YO died in in­
fancv·. 

. . Samuel Larabee. father of Mrs. Anna (Larabee) Orvis, was born Feb. 
7. I?S8. aml cliecl Feb. 7· r844. His wife, Polly, was born May 27, 17)6. ancl 
died Oct. 27. 1841. They had six children, all girls. born as follo\vs: A hi gal. 
Sept. 18, I789: Anna (Mrs. Orvis), Dec. 24, I79I: Susana. May 23, 1794: 
Lepl1a. AuR. 19. I795; Clarisa. March I, 1798, Celinda. June 28. I8oo. All 
were of Guilford. \T ermont. 

THEODORE H. ESS:VIANN. a prominent and tHll-to-rlo aRriculturist 
·af Racine county, \Vis., eng·ag-ecl in cultivating the soil on Section 24. \Vater­
forcl tmYn~hip, was born in Bm·lington township. Racine county, Sept. 2I. 
18)I. His parents. Henry <1ncl Angeline (\iVaevering) Essmrtnn, ·were na­
tives of Gernt;-~ny. Llttle is known of the grandparents, either on the paternal 
or matern1l sicles, except that they were natiYes of Gernnny. and that they 
died in that country. 

Henry Essmann. father of Theodore H., always fo11o·wed farming as an 
occupation. He cr1me to America in 1847, and located in Burlington to\Ynship 
on a farm of eighty ~~cres, which he owned in partnership v;ith Frank Better­
man. later selling- his intere::;t therein to purchase a farn1 of 120 acres in \Vater­
fnn-1 township on \Yhlch his son Theodore now lives. Here I-Ienry Essmann 
die(l in 1886, ae:ecl eightY years, haYing been born Dec. 24. r8o~. His wife. 
bon1 Dec. 6, 1819. died Dec. II, 1889. in the faith of the Catholic Church. to 
which he also belong-eel. In his natiYe 1ancl Henry Essmann had been a soldier 
in the ;:Jrmy. He ancl his \Ylfe had eight children, fiTe of \Yhom are now liv­
;,w: Theodore H .. of \Yaterforcl tow11Ship: Jo>epll. of Alta Vista, Iowa: 
Mary, the wife of \Villiam Peters, of Bmlington, \ViJ.; Josephine, '"ife of 
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Politically he is a staunch Republican, one who takes a g-reat interest in the 
success of his party in this section. Besides being county clerk, Mr. Robbins 
served hvo sessions as to\vnship assessor with great credit to himelf, and to 
the entire satisfaction of the community. 

On Dec. I, r88o, Mr. Robbins married Miss Ida M. King-man, daughter 
of E. 'vV. and Hannah (Farrar) Kingman, and one son was born to this 
union, Harry K., who is novv engaged in farn1ing in Douglas county, \Vash. 
Mrs. lela JliL Robbins died in Florida in July, r887, agee\ about thirty years. 
On Oct. r6, 1895, J\lr. Robbins married Miss Maude Stewart, daughter of 
David C. and Mary (McKoy) Stewart. 

David C. Stewart was a native of New Y ark State, coming- West from 
Livingston county vvhen a young man. }{e located in Southport, and in I 8,A.9 
~vent to California, about 1852 returning to \iVisconsin, where he followed his 
trade, blacksmithing. After his marriage, in r855, to Mary McKoy, also 
a native of New York, he removed to \i\1 au pun, ancl engaged in the hotel 
business for three years. At the end of that time he located in Salem township 
ancl lived on the old homestead of his wife's parents. He was a \Vool and 
stock speculator. Mr. Stewart died Dec. 28. 1904, agee\ eighty-three years, 
ten months, while his wife, who was born Nov. 22, r83r, survives him, They 
had a family of six children, those besides Maude, Mrs. Robbins, beine:: Ella, 
wife of Henry Bliss, of Minneapolis, Minn.: Samuel McKoy, of Worthington, 
Minn.: Mary Elizabeth, wife of Charles Beltz, of Minneapolis, Minn.: Hetta, 
wife of Malcolm C. Douglas. of Milwaukee, 'vVis., editor of the Milwaukee 
Sciltincl; <:.nd 1v1iss Frank, at home in Salem township. · 

Davie\ Stewart. the paternal grandfather of Mrs. Robbins. was a native 
of New York State, of Scottish descent. His wife. Mary Elizabeth ( Crossitt) 
Stewart. liYecl to be over eighty years old. Of their family, five in number, 
only one child survives, ] ohn. On the maternal side, Mrs. Robbins' grand­
father was Samuel McKoy, a native of New York State, who came to \Vis­
cousin at an early clay, and died a few years after his arrival aged fifty_ years. 
His wife \Yas Susan Isennor, <1ncl she lived to be np1vard of eighty yea~rs old. 
They had one son, Calvin, and one daughter, Mary. 

CHARLES WAITSTILL ORYIS (deceased). Among the successful 
farmers and highly esteemed residents of Salem township may be mentioned 
the late Charles vV. Orvis, who was born in Brattleboro, Vt., Nov. 19, r8r6, 
son of John M. and Ann (Larabee) Orvis. A full history of the earlier gener­
ations of the On·is family is given in this volume in the sketch of Hon. VJalker 
M. Curtiss. 

John M. Orvis was a blacksmith by trade, and he and his wife came \Vest 
at an early elate, settling at Camp Lake, Salem township, JVIr. Orvis purchasing 
a farm on the present site of J. H. MeV ey's present hoteL He later sold this 
land anc1 went to live with his children. dying at the age of sev·enty-two years. 
His \Vife survived him about twenty years, and \Vas past ninety-one years at 
the time of her death. John .M. Orvis married Ann Larabee, and they became 
the oarents of the followin" children, all deceased: Jane. married John Os­
good: Eliza married Capt. John Tuttle: Mary married Charles Curtiss: Charles 
\V. is mentioned belo\v: ancl t1:1.·o died in infancv. 

Charles 'vV. Orvis was reared in Vermont, where he learned the black-
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smith's trade, and :vhen a young n1a11 carne \Vest as far a: Cleveland, <'?hio, 
where he engaged 111 ax-making. From there he can1~· to Salem tmvnsh1~ at 
an early day, and purchased forty acres of Janel, to whrch he added from tune 
to time, at the t1111~ of his death owning r ro acres, which he had htghly Im­

proved. There he hved until his death, Nov. r2, r882, aged sixty-six years . 
• On Jan. 24, r8s6, Mr. Orvis married Miss Bethiah Selleck, who was born 

in Prescott, Canada, April 30, r826, daughter of Ira and Eliza (Selleck) 
Selleck, and seven chrldren were born to this union: John M., who O'A"ns a 
music store in Missoula, Mont., married Margaret Clowes, and they have 
three children, Ethel,. Helen and John; M. Adelaide married Hugh Cooper, of 
\Vaterford, \VIs.; Miss Flora B. is at home; Charles Seymour IS a carpenter 
jn Los Angeles, CaL; Harry is a carpenter in Salem township, w~1ere he n1;rried 
Jane Hammond, and they have three children, Evelyn, Lucrle and Vern a; 
Levi C. is at home; and Jristin K., a lawyer of \Vaukegan, 'vVis., married Lucia 
D. Mrnms. Polrt!cally Charles vV. Orvis was a stanch Democrat. 

Dailey Selleck, the paternal grandfather of Mrs. Orvis, was a resident of 
Prescott. Canada, where he carried on farmin~. Both he and hrs wlfe died 
in Canada. <?n tl:e maternal side Mrs. Orvi~'s grandfather was Benj~min 
Selleck. who hved '.n Hubbardton. Vt., and carried on agricultural operations. 
His ,,ife was Jemima Hickok and both lived to a good old age, leavmg a 
family of ten children. ' 

Ira Selleck, father of Mrs. Orvis, was born Aug. 8, 1797, in Prescott, 
Canada. His mfe, Eliza Selleck. was born in Hubbardton, Vt., July 25. 
1792 .. Before her marriage to Mr. Selleck she had been the wife of Als~n 
Bened'.Ct. by whom she had four children, all now deceased, namely: Rollrn 
Carolus, born June 9. I8IJ; Johnson Star, born Nov. r, 1812; Seymour Wil­
cox. born Nov. 12, r8rs. and Mariah, born Aug. 30, r819. Ira Selleck and his 
wife removed to Ogdensburg, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y., and there resided for 
some time, and also spent some time in Potsdam, N. Y. At an early clay they 
came to VVisconsin, and spent the rem.ainder of their lives with their children in 
Kenosha c~unty. Ira Selleck died in r883, aged eighty-six years, his wife pass­
mg away etght years previously, aged eighty-two years. They l~a~ five daugh­
ters and two sons, and of this fan1ilv l\1rs. Orvis is the only hvmg member. 
The others were: Jus tin. died at the age of twenty-one years of cholera; 
Elrza marned Albert Barber and died Jan. 5, 1905; Emily marned Joseph 
Hepburn and died May 28, 1g70 ; Maria was married twice, (first) to He~r)' 
Childs and (second) to Horace Beecher and died Sept. 12, 1891: Harry ched 
in childhood; Adelaide married James VanWie and died March 6, 1905. 

VALDEMAR HANSEN, a prosperous general merchant of Union 
GroYe who has been a resident of the United States since 1892., vvas born 111 

Kolding, Denmark, May 8, I867, son of Jorgen and Maren (Nielsen) H:'nse~. 
The paternal grandfather, a sailor, was drowned at sea. and very little rs 

known of hrs hrstory.. The only son was J or gen. who was born and reared 
On a farm. On reachmg manhood he became a brewer and ran a brewery of 
his own in Kolcling until after the war with Germany, when he failed. He 
aftenvarcl con~inued in the same line in the employ of others up to the time of 
his death .. wh~ch occurred Jan. 12, 1905, when he was aged seyentv-three 
vears. His wrfe died In rs93 a~ecl fiftv-two )•ears. Both were members of .. ~ b ~ 
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to America in May, 1852, settled first at Ives Grove, where he followed farm­
ing. On Nov. 23, r86o, he purchased eighty acres of land on Section 4, York­
ville township, upon which he lived until his death, July 4, 1897, aged seventy­
five years, five months and twenty-one days. His wife passed away in 1899 
aged seventy-six years, seven n1onths and nine days. Both were Methodists, 
having joined that church on coming to America, the church then b.eing known 
as the Bible Christians. Mr. Hocking was prominent in politics and held the 
positions of school director and postmaster. He and his wife had eight chil­
dren; VVilliam J., of San Francisco, Cal.; Josiah, of Racine; Prudence M., on 
the old homestead; Mary Jane, wife of \Villiam Cooper, of Y arkville town­
ship; James N.; Grace, deceased wife of James Hunter, George, of Yorkville 
township; and Edwin, who lives on the homestead with his sister Prudence M. 
and brother James N. 
· James N. Hocking, with his brother and sister, resides on the old home­
stead, which they own and operate. All three were reared on this farm, and 
attended the district schools. They can well remember the appearance of the 
country when it was new, and that their father used to do his marketing­
and farming long before horses were anything like plentiful. The farm now 
consists of 120 acres, and is one of the good, productive tracts in the town­
ship. 

MORRIS W. HOLLOWAY, who has a farm of 280 acres in Section 
22, Paris township, is one of the representative agriculturists of Kenosha 
county, Wis. He was born in Skaneateles, N.Y., Sept. 21, r84s, son of 'Nil­
liam and Elizabeth (Morris) Holloway, natives of \Viltshire, England. 

John Holloway, the grandfather of i'IIorris VV., died in his native conntrv, 
England, \vell advanced in years, his wife, Elizabeth, also attaining old age. 
They had fourteen children. Mr. Hollo\vay's maternal grandparents were 
both horn in EngJand, and had a famil·v of twelve children, most of whon1 
emigrated to the United States; his grar;dmother Morris came to the United 
States, lived to a good old age and died in New York State. In his native 
country l"lilliam Holloway worked in the woolen mills, but when he came to 
America, in 1843, he followed farming in Skaneateles, N. Y. In about I8S:l 
he came West and located ln \Naukesha county, VVis., for twelve or thirteen 
years, and then removed to Genesee,_ \Vaukesha'county, working: in the woolen 
mills for about three years. At the end of this time he went to Milwaukee, 
was foreman of the Soldiers' Home for hYo years, and then went into the meat 
business. In 1883 he removed to Paris township, Kenosha county, purchasing. 
a farm of 280 acres. and there he lived until his death, 1\iay 12, 189.), at the 
age of eighty-one years; his wife died three years previously, in her seventy­
second year. Both were Methodists. They had three children: Morris W. ; 
Edward, of Milwaukee; and one who died in lnfancy. 

Morris VV. Holloway was reared a farmer boy in.\Vankesha cotmty, and 
attended the district schools and Carroll College in VVaukesha for two years. 
He followed butchering in Milwaukee for fifteen or eighteen years. but since 
r883 has followed farming. On his father's death he inherited the home place 
in Paris township, ancl there he has since resided. On l\ov. ro, r88o, he mar­
ried Miss Katie Powell, daughter of John and Harriet (Dndlev) Powell. and 
five children were born to this union: Jeannette, John, i'i!ildred, Edward and 
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Charley. Mrs. Hollo\vay !s a member of the Congregational Church. :VIr. 
Holloway is a gentleman of intelligence, and is one of the prominent and thrifty 
farmers of Paris township, owning a beautiful farm. Politically he is a Re­
publican. Pie ,vas successful as a business n1an, and conducts his farn1 with the 
san1e practical business sagacity and judgment. He is highly esteemed in the 
community. 

WARD BLOSS a highly esteemed resident of Kenosha, Kenosha Co., 
VVis.~ who operates hi~ fine farn1 on Sections 23 and 24, was born. in Columl?ia 
county, N.Y., twenty miles from Hudson, July 4, 1848, son of Eh and Chanty 
(Bryant) Bloss, also natives of that State. 

Zachariah Bloss, the grandfather of ·ward. was born in New York State, 
and there he died, in Columbia county, well advanced in years, after following­
farming all his life. He was of German descent, while his wife, whose maiden 
name was Mary McDonald, was Scotch, and they had five children, all of 
whon1 are now deceased. On the maternal side, the grandfather of our sub­
ject was Jonas Bryant, a native of Columbia county. N. Y., where he was a 
blacksmith. He and his wife, Polly (Scism) came \Nest at an early day, and 
settling in Bristol township. Kenosha county, engaged in farming. He died 
there aged ninety-four years, being killed by the cars. Mrs. Bryant passed 
av,ray when seventy years old. They had two sons and four daughters. and four 
of these children are still iiving: Charity, mother of \Vard Bloss: James Bry­
ant, of Bristol; Maggie. of Salem township: and Herman Bryant, of Bristol. 

Eli Bloss can1e to \~Tisconsin in r8ss. arriving in Kenosha on the 1oth 
of May. He worked out by the day for one year. at fifty cents a dav. and then 
worked a 320-acre farm in Bristol township on shares for four years. At the 
end of this time he ren1ovecl to Salem township. ·where he 'vorkecl a farm of 
120 acres, cash rent, for six years, purchasing the farn1 at the end of that 
period. There he remained until the spring of I 886, when he remoYecl to the 
village of Salem, in which place he died Dec. 23. 1901. aged seYenty-seven 
years. His widow~ who still survives. is now eighty~three years old, having 
been born Dec. 16, 1822. She is a Methodist. Mr. Bloss was a member of the 
to1vn board for some years, and for many vears served as a n1ember of the 
school board. Mr. ami Mrs. Bloss had the~e .children: Bryant. who died agee! 
sixteen years: \Vard; and Tviary, vd1o died in infancy. 

Ward Bloss, lived in Columbia county, N. Y .. until seven years of a,g·e, 
and then came \Vest ·with his parents. and h8s been- a resident of Kenosha 
county ever since. He 1vas reared a farmer boy. and attended the district 
schools . .a_fter finishing which he taught in the same schools for five years. He 
earned $700 teaching, neYer drawing a cent from the school treasnr\': at that 
time his father. was treasurer. During the first of his teaching yea~·s he was 
married. and ll!S father pnrchased a farm and told him to move onto it. This 
Mr. Bloss did. and lived upon the place for some time. His father then sold 
this farm and purchased another one. of 200 8cres. known as the Taber farm, 
telling his son to locate on this 1anc1. '\Yhich he clic1. no agreement. hmYever 
of any kind. being entered into. Some time later Mr. Bloss fonnrl the farm 
had been deeclecl to him, and recorded in the recorder's office in Kenosha. this 
being-the first intimation 1le had receiYed th;-(t his father h~d turnec1 the farm 
OYer to him. He O'\Ynecl this farm. which ls finely improved, until Feb. 12, 
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1906, when he sold it, and in August, 1906, he moved into Kenosha, where 
he had built a beautiful home. In 1893 Mr. Bloss had erected a beautiful home 
on the farm. 

On Dec. 26, r875, Vvard Bloss and Miss Florence Crowley, daughter of 
Abraham and Ann (vVood) Crowley were united in marriage, and two chil­
dren have been born to this union: Bryant, who died. when nineteen years of 
age; and Arthur, mail carrier of Rmal Route No. 29, who married Charlotte 
Milward and lives at Salem Station. Mr. and Mrs. Bloss are members of the 
Congregational Church. He is fraternally connected with the Modern vVood­
men of America. Politically he is a Republican, and he has been a member of 
the Republican County Committee. He has served his township as a member 
of the board of supervisors for several tenns; two years as chairman of the 
board, and a number of terms as school treasurer of district No. 8. He was 
census enumerator in r88o and 1890, and while chairman of the town board 
was on the committee that built the courthouse and jail. 

The parents of Mrs. Florence Bloss were natives of Cayuga county, N. 
Y., and came West in 1854, settling· in the town of Salem, where they have 
resided eyer since. They had two children, Mrs. Bloss and Newcomb Crow­
ley. Abraham Crowley has always been a farmer, and has carried on agricul­
tural operations in Salem township for f1fty-one years. Mrs. Bloss's paternal 
grandfather was Jacob Crowley, a native of New York State, and a prominent 
physician of his section, where he practiced for many years. His first wife, 
whose maiden name was Birdsley, died in the East. His second wife, whose 
maiden name was Bird, lived to an advanced age, as did also Mr. Crowley. 
She passed away at Durant, Ill., while Dr. Crowley, who had come '\Vest to 
Illinois to practice, died at Rockford, that State. 

On the maternal side the grandfather of Mrs. Bloss and his wife, Polly 
Carter, were natives of New York. He followed fanning in his native State, 
and there died at an advanced age. His wife was also well along in years 
when her death occurred. 

EUGENE FINK. Among the highly esteemed residents of Mt. Pleasant 
township, Racine Co., Wis., may be mentioned Engene Fink, whose fine farm 
is situated on Section 35· lvfr. Fink is a native of that township, born March 
21, r859. son of James and Charlotte (Norris) Fink, natives of New York 
State. The paternal grandfather, John Fink, was a farmer and a native of · 
New York State, where he died when comparatively a young man. He and 
his wife. Catherine, had the following children: Benjamin, James, Levi, John, 
Andrew, Margaret and Mary. 

James Fink, father of Eugene, was a tailor by trade. He came to \Vis­
consin about 1840, living at Southport for a time, and then purchased eighty 
acres of land in Mt. Pleasant township, at $r.25 per acre, adding to this pur­
chase until he owned, at various times, four farms. comprising 561 acres. He 
spent the last twenty-five years of his life in Mt. Pleasant township. dying at 
the home of his son. Eugene vV .. Oct. rr. 1905, while sitting in. his chair. 
talking. and apparently in g-ood health. He \Vas at the time ninety-three vears 
of ag·e. 'VIr. Fink held varim1s town offices in his dav. He married Char­
lotte ~orris. whose father was also a native of New York. and a merchant of 
Syracuse. He came \Vest tb Illinois, locating in Kane county at an early day, 
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LOUIS HEGEMAN, the popular proprietor of the well known 
mat Hotel," of 'vVilmot, 'vVisc, was born in New Munster, Kenosha Co., 
March 29 .. r864, son of John and Anna (Hienau) Hegeman, natives of 

'Phalia, Germany. His grandfather, a native of Germany, died tbere 
advanced in years. He was twice married. 

John Hegeman, father of Louis, followed farming iq his native countrv: 
and on coming to America in r847, located on a farm ne3:r New Munster, 
'vVheatland township, Kenosha Co., \Vise, where he continued 
pursuits for many years. He then moved into the village of New Munste> 
where he conducted a saloon. He was also postmaster and justice of 
peace, and held numerous town offices. In r868 he removed to Wilmot, 
he conducted the "Wilmot Hotel" from r868 until 1872, and from 
r896, dying in the latter year, aged seventy-six years. His wife passed a\\7~ 
Nov. 12, 1902, aged seventy-four years; in religious belief she was a Lutherar 
Their children were eight in number, as follows: Henry, who is deceas~ 
John, of Kenosha; Anna, the wife of Gustave A. Voltz, of Salem townsh! 
Louis; Mary, the wife of F. J. Sabin, of Watertown; and three who 
infancy. 

Louis Hegeman was but four years old when he came to ·wilmot 
his parents, and here he has made his home ever since. He attended 
lie schools, and went to business college at lVIilwaukee, and also attenrlP. 
Valparaiso Normal School for a short time. On his father's death 
came the successor to the hotel business, which he still continues. 
26, r Sgo, Mr. Hegeman married Miss Beatrice Henrietta Brown, 
of Henry and Constantia G. (Ford) Brown, and four children have 
to this union, Hazel C., Rolland L., Leland B. and Vera B. Mrc 
belongs to Salem Lodge, No. 42, I. 0. 0. F.; and to Kenosha 
750, B. P. 0. E. Politically he is Independent. 

Zerah Brown, Mrs. Hegeman's paternal grandfather, was a 
Paris Hill, N. Y., where he owned two large farms. Farming was 
cipal occupation, although he was a carpenter by trade. He and 
Sarah (Pierce) Brown, were pioneers of Kenosha county, Mr. 
ing up land in Salem township. He was a soldier during the 
while his father had been a Revolutionary soldier. Both Mr. and 
attained advanced age, and they were bnried in the Liberty cemetery 

Thomas Ford, Mrs. Beatrice H. Hegeman's maternal 
a native of New Hampshire, from whence he removed, on attaining 
to Massachusetts. He was head dyer in the Malden Dye House, 
Mass .. and was drowned in Boston Harbor when forty-two years 
wife, Mary Cairns, attained the age of seventy years. They had 
four daughters. 1\rfrs. Brown being the only surviving member 
Thomas Ford's father was James Ford, a native of 1\Jew Hamp~l) 
Revolutionary soldier, as was also his brother John. John 
fought valiantly throughout that struggle, and a monument 
to their memory in Lowell. ]\(Tass. Mrs. Thomas Ford was 

"when a baby, her father having been lost at sea. She was 
hood by her grandfather Smith, in North Reading, 

Henry Brown, father of Mrs. Hegeman. was a 
Oneida Co., N. Y., and her mother was a native of North 

He wa: 
that St 
on a fc 
ment, o 
arrival .. 
ried at 
fifty ye' 
birth oc 
all dang 
wife of 
deceasec 
waukee 
wife of 
wife of 
Louis H 

VO 
sett, Sa], 
was born 
nette (V\ 

The 
·a native 1 

Salem tm 
four .or ei 

Joth' 
Salem tm 
removed 1 

remainder 
in Iowa. 
dying at t 
fcur of wl 
sota; Will 
berg, of B 

Volne 
sin, and. h~ 
attended tl 
twenty-thir 
he· purchase 
selling' this 
the old Co 
premium. f; 
health faile 
aged sixty-• 

On De 
drew vV. a 
born to. this 
live north o 

· .. Virg 
has one 



,/ 

il-
s., 
)t­

ell 

v . ' 
m 
al 
T, 
1C 

re 
to 
ty 
n. 
I; 
) ; 
11 

h 
)­

e ,_ 
). 

·r 
11 

n 

'· 
f 

., 

, 

' ' 

COMME:V10RATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 591 

He \Yas a farmer, and came \Vest to Illinois at an early day, traveling through 
that State on foot, \\ith his father. They continued on to vVisconsin, settling 
on a farm in Salen1 tO\\·nship, \Yhich :vir. Brown took up fron1 the Govern-

. ment, on the present site of Trevor. In r84r, fixe years after l\Ir. Brown's 
arriYal, Mrs. Brown came to \Visconsin with her parents) and they were nlar­
ried at Liberty Corners, Dec. 29, 1842. Henry Brown died in r866, aged 
fifty years

1 
while his widovv·, who still surviveS, is past her eightieth year. Her 

birth occurred Dec. 3, 1824. ML and Mrs. Henry Brown had seven children, 
all daughters: Julia, deceased, was the wife of Henry \Vatson; Sarah is the 
wife of Alexander McDugall, of Antioch tom1Sl1ip, Lake Co., Ill.; Georgia, 
deceased, was the wife of Lafayette Owen, a mail agent on the Chicago, Mil­
waukee & St. Paul Railway; Catherine died aged three years; Hattie is the 
wife of John Conrad, of Paris township, Kenosha Co., Wis.; Kate is the 
wife of D. l Vincent, of Salem township; and Beatrice H., is the wife of 
Louis Hegeman. 

VOLNEY L. BASSETT (deceased). In the death of Volney L. Bas­
sett, Salem, v\'is., lost one of its most highly esteemed citizens. Mr. Bassett 
was born in Cayuga County, N. Y., Dec. 19, 1833, son of Jotham and Jean­
nette ('A'oodworth) Bassett, natives of New York. 

The maternal grandfather of Volney L. Bassett was Elias \'V oodworth, 
a native of New York and a pioneer of Kenosha county, \Vis. He settled in 
Salem township, took up Government land, and there died aged about eighty­
four _or eighty-five years: his \vife also attained advanced years. 

Jotham Bassett.' a farmer by occupation, came West in 1842, locating in 
Salem township, where he followed that calling. A number of years later he 
removed to \'V aushara county, and he made his home there nearly all of the 
remainder of his life. dying, however, at the home of his daughter, Euclolpha. 
in Iov.,;a. He married Jeannette VVoodworth, and she survived him some years, 
dying at the same daughter's home. They were the parents of nine children, 
fcnr of whom are now living: Ambrose, of San Jose, Cal.; Elias. of Minne­
sota; William, of Tomales. Cal.; and Eudolpha, wife of William Vanden­
berg, of Baraboo, \-Visconsin. 

Volney L. Bassett was nine years old when his parents can1e to \A/iscon­
sin, and he grew to n1anhood on his father's farm in Salem township. He 
attended the old fashioned subscription schools and lived at home un_til his 
twenty-third year, \vhen he began renting and \VOrking land. After a time 
he purchased sixty acres of land, which he later sold to purchase eighty acres, 
selling this also and buying 200 acres. This he likewise sold. finally buying 
the old Catting place of 160 acres in Bristol. which. at one time, was the 
premittm farm of Kenosha county. There he lived eight years, when his 
health failed,· and he sold out. He died at Bristol Station, July 31, 1891, 
aged sixty-eight years. 

On Dec. 2:;, r855 Mr. Bassett married Adeline Foster, daughter of An­
drew W. and Prudence (Cornwall) Foster. and there were three children 
born to. this union. as follows: Zetta J. married Frank J. Smith, and they 
live north of the village of Salem. and have seven children, Roy, )M:ay, Ira, 
:Maud. Virgil. Florence and Lester: oi this family. Roy married Aniy Moran, 
and has one daughter. Evelyn. Foster \V. is a resident of Los Anfeles, Cal., 

\_ 
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Mrs. O'Laughlin had nine children, six of whom are still living: 
the wife of P. R. McAuliffe, of Chicago; Susan, the wife of the late 
O'Connell, of Chicago; Michael, of Lasalle county, Ill., a representative 
State Legislature; John, of Racine, the subject of this sketch; James, of 
·tin, Ill., and Mary, the wife ofT. ]. Curry, of Chicago. 

John O'Laughlin lived in Fond du Lac county until he was ten years 
and then went with his parents to Lasalle county, Ill., 'where he grew to 
hood on the farm. He attended the district schools, and later St. 
College, at Milwaukee, and taught school. In r88r he went to Chicago.:i 
engaged in the stone business, was employed three years in the Union 
Works, of which he was superintendent for a time, and was then employe( 
general superintendent for five years by the Keys & Thatcher Stone 
He did general contracting work in building streets, sewers and 
pipes through rocks, being the only one to have a license issued 
blast rock in Chicago, an occupation he followed for seven years. 
leased the Keys & Thatcher quarries and established the Artesian 
Lime works, which he sold in 1894. He then spent about a year in 
After returning to the United States while going to Milwaukee 
from the train an abandoned lime kiln at I ves, Racine. He left the 
purchased the land, upon which he immediately built a large and 
plete plant for crushing stone, having himself originated the plans, 
been largely copied throughout the United States and Europe. He 
on an average one hundred men at this plant, and he also owns the 
Granite quarries, near Water,loo, Wis., and the Waukesha nn":l-rriP.., 

hundred men are employed, and in winch his son, Josep 
·also interested. The crushed stone is used in the· foundation of all 
provements and large buildings, and the industry is growing 
granite quarries furnish stone ior street paving and building blocks. 

·fifty men are employed in these quarries. Tn addition to his stone 
O'Laughlin has various other business interests. 

Mr. O'Laughlin was married, in r88r, to Miss Mary Casey, 
John and Mary (Malone) Casey, and to this union eight children 
Joseph, Mae, Helen, Frances, George, Margaret, John, Jr., and 
gus. Joseph is a partner with his father in the granite quarries, 
Mrs. O'Laughlin are members of the Catholic Church. . . 
O'Laughlin is connected with the Elks and the Knights of Columl 
cally he is a Democrat, but in local affairs he votes inore for the 
party. His home, at No. 834 Main street, is one of the most 
: dences in Racine. 

CHARLES PHILLIPS, one of the old settlers and. subsjii 
of Salem township, Kenosha Co., 'Wis., was born May 28, 
shire, England, a son of Robert and Ann (King) Phillips .. 
known concerning the parents' ancestors, the fan1Hy --historieS 
been preserved. The paternal and maternal grandparents, '- -·-·· 
died in England. · 

Robert Phillips, father of Charles, was born and n'orriecl 
-and became the father of three sons and five daughters, as 
and· 'vVilliam, both deceased; Sarah, wife of George Goroner . 
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and Eliza, t\vins, the latter dying in the spring of 1905 (she was the 
of vVilliam Faulkner, of Wilmot); Fannie, who died aged twenty years; 

wife of Henry Gardner, of Osage, Iowa; and one that died in infancy. 
trade Robert Phillips was a shoemaker. In r854 he came with his 

--taiTlllY to America and located in -Salen1 township, in Kenosha county, where 
'he remained. /He owned forty acres of farming land in Antioch township, 
• 'ce Co.li :, and also owned eighty acres in Salem township, this county. 

lived o .the vVisconsin eighty acres for about twenty years and then re­
.tired, mo rqg to the village of Wilmot, where he died in April, r882, lacking 
.a few daks of being eighty years of age. His wife had died some years pre­
viously}~ged fifty-six years. Both were members of the Episcopal Church. 

Chailes Phillips was seventeen years old when he accompanied his par­
ents to America, and he grew to manhood in Kenosha county. His education 
had been secured in the English public schools before he left his native land. 
Until he enlisted for service in the Civil war he worked at anything that came 
to hand and was noted for his industry and good habits. He enlisted first 
in r86r, but the company was later disbanded, and he returned home, but 
in January, r865, he re-enlisted and served for nine months as a private in 
Company E, 9th Illinois Cavalry. 

, After the close of all hostilities Mr. Phillips returned to his home, mar­
ried, and bought r6o acres of his present farm, to which he subsequently add­
tel until nDw he has 242 acres, all well improved. 

Mr. Phillips was married Feb. 7, r866, to Elizabeth A. McDougall, 
daughter of Alexander and Elizabeth McDougall, and one son and three 
daughters were born to this union, viz. : Daniel died aged twenty-four years; 
Fannie Dot married Albert A. Pribnow, and has two daughters, Florence and 
Mildred, and they live at .. Park Falls, Wis.; Elizabeth married George C. Buel, 
who resides m1 the home farm and who is superintendent of the Knicker­
bocker Ice Co., and they have four children, Charles Daniel, Fannie Dot, 
George Rttssell and Georgia Elizabeth. Flora married James Robert W es­
lak<i, and they liYe at Silver Lake, Wis.; they haYe two children, Myrtle Eliza-
beth and Floyd Robert. · 

Mr. and Mrs. Phillips are members of the Episcopal Chttrch. · Politically 
he is identified 'with the Republican party. For the past thirty-seven years he 
has been school treasurer. His fraternal relations include membership in 
Luther Crane Post, G. A. R., of Burlington, and Salem Lodge, No. 42, I. 0. 
0. F:;of Wilmot · 

The paternal grandfather of 'Mrs. Phillips was Ak'.'ander McDougall, a 
descendant of the Lord of Lo·rn. who was born in Scotland and was what was 
known as a gentleman farmer. He came to America and; settled ~t Flat River, 
Prince Edward Island, and died there in old ·age at Pow.riall Bay. He mar" 
ried Elizabeth Campbell, and they had four sons ancf four daughters. namely: 
Allen; Mary; Mrs. Tobin; Jtflia, Mrs. McCray. whose husband was a Scotch 
Presbyterian minister; Ann, wife of James McCoy; Margaret, wife of James 
Moore:· Collin; Alexander, and John·. The maternal grandfather \vas Capt. 
John Moore, who was born on Prince Edward Islarid and was a shipbuilder 
and also a captain on the high seas. He ·and his wife had three sons and five 
<laughters, namely: John; James; Robert; Ele~nor', \Yho married John Acorn; 

o( 
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Elizabeth, mother of Mrs. Phillips; Margaret, wife of John Mellish; 1.-atlr.,;, 
erine, deceased; and Alice, Tvlrs. Martin. 

The father of Mrs. Phillips was horn at Mingary Castle, ArgyllshirA 
Scotland. He was the father of eleven children, as follows: Elizabeth 
wife of Charles Phillips; John Robert, who was a soldier in the Civil 
entering the service as a private but being rapidly promoted for gallantr· 
(when he died he was aged but twenty~four years,. nine liJonths); Alexand 
of Lake county, Ill.; Mary Ellen, widow of Charles Gauger, of Antioch, 
Margaret and Catherine, both deceased; Margaret; Catherine, deceased, 
was the wife of James Gardner, of Osage, Iowa; James A., of 
Iowa; Archibald Collin, of Fuller, Iowa; and David M., of California. 

Mr. McDougall came to America when seventeen years of age 
whole life was devoted to agricultural pursuits. In r8s6 he settled in 
township, Lake Co., Ill., where he died in 1877, after a long and useful 
seventy~ three years. His wife had passed away at the age of fifty-eight 
They both were consistent members of the Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. Phillips is one of the representative farmers of Salem townshin 
family has been held in the highest esteem here for many years. 

• 
EBEN BURROUGHS, junior partner of the well-known firm 

sen & BurrolJghs, implement and machinery dealers of Racine, 
born in Kenosha, this State, June 22, r87r, son of Stephen and Susan'· 
bury) Burroughs, the former a native of New York and the 

David Burroughs, the paternal grandfather, was a native of 
Ohio, and a blacksmith by occupation. He lived in Cuyahoga 
near the city of Cleveland, on land which is now a part of that 
and his wife, Mary Edwards, attained advanced age. 
and two daughters: Mary (wife of Lyman Fay); Cyrus, Alfred;,• 
Gideon, and Phoebe (wife of 0. B. Houghton). The 1mt~rnal 
of Mr. Burroughs was Martin Newbury, a native of 
Dutch descent. He was a tavern-keeper, and coming to \Visconsi11 ~ 
day settled in Kenosha county, conducting a tavern at the 
era! years, in Salem township. From there he removed his 
ton county, Minn., where he also conducted a tavern. He 
about seventy-five years, his wife attaining the ripe old 
years. They had a large family; Susan. the wife of Stephen 
son; James; Albert; Mary, Mrs. Judd; and Phoebe, who 
George W. Dunn. Mr. Burroughs has. on his mother's 
two aunts still living: Nelson and Albert Newbury; 
Mrs. Phoebe Dunn. On his father's side two aunts are 
M. Fay and Mrs. Phoebe Houghton. 

Stephen Burroughs was a carpenter and bridgebuilder 
came West to Wisconsin in 1846, settling in Southport, 
pentering for some years. About r86o he went to work 
Railroad Company, as superintendent of bridges and 
tinued to hold that position for twenty-twtr years. In 
farm of I 64 acres in Somers township, and there reared 
there March 13, 1899, aged seventy-one years. His 
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Klondike, Alaska, remaining there three years, mLning and prospecting. On 
his arrival there he walked 8oo miles, from Skagway to Dawson, with the 
thermometer ranging from twenty-eight to sixty-two below zero. His father 
dying while he was away, he returned to Kenosha, and operated the home 
farm, which he still continues to do, and in addition presses and ships hay on 
a large scale. In 1902 he and his brother Anthony, embarked in a flour and 
feed business in Kenosha, in a small way, and the business has grown to large 
proportions. 

The brothers are members of the Catholic Church. Mr. Ferdinand 
Dunnebacke is still interested in a mining claim of eighteen acres on the Por­
cupine River, in Southern Alaska. 

JOHN MOELLER, superintendent for the Knickerbocker Ice Co., at 
Salem, Wis., was born near Flensborg, Germany, Jan. 3. r864, son of Chris­
tian and Maria (Frank) Moeller, natives of Germany. The paternal grand­
father was a farmer in Germany, where he died aged ninety-nine and one­
half years; his wife also attained advanced years, and was the mother of a 
good-sized family. The maternal grandparents were also farming people, 
and they had a large family of children. 

Christian Moeller was a carpenter by trade, and has spent his entire life 
in his native land, making his home near Guida. He served as a soldier 
under both the German and Danish governments. His wife, Maria Frank, 
died in r885, in the faith of the Lutheran Church, to which he also belongs. 
They were the parents of fourteen children, among whom may be mentioned: 
Heinrich, of Germany; Katrina, wife of Jacob Erickson. of Junction City, 
Kans.: Christina, of Germany; John: Julius, of St. Louis, Mo.; Mary; Lud­
wig and Christ, of Germany; and :Marg~aretta, wife of Christ Erickson, of 
Junction City, Kansas. 

John Moeller was reared to fanning pursuits in his native country, and 
there attended the common schools. In r 885 he came to America, and at first 
settled in Chicago, working in the ice houses of Kmtz & Higley. He spent 
one year in Chicago, and then came to Salem, \Vis., where he has since lived 
with the exception of one year spent in Oshkosh. For nineteen years he has 
been superintendent for the Knickerbocker Ice Co., and has from rso to I75 
n1en under him. 

In May, r883, in Germany, Mr. Moeller married Miss Marie Bunneie_ter, 
daughter of Jacob and Maria Burmeister, and fomteen children have been 
born of this union, thirteen now living-: Maria; William, deceased; 'Nilliam 
(2): Anna: Elsie: Frieda: \'/alter: Bendix: John: Albert: Elmer: Arthur; 
Sophia, and Mr. and Mrs. Moeller are Lutherans. Politically 
he is independent, voting rather for the man than for the party. 

GEORGE WILLIAM FAULKNER, who until 1903. engaged in the 
blacksmith business in 'Wilmot. Wis., is now operating his tract of land in 
S,Jem township. He was born in the village of \Vilmot. March 24, r86r, son 
of \Villiam end Eliza (Phillips) Feulkner, natives of EnRland. His grand: 
father. 'Nilliam Faulkner, was a native of Eng-hnd. in which country he 
as clicl also his wife. He was a blacksmith by trade, and followed that 
n1pation all of his life. 
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Robert Phillips, George \V. Faulkner's maternal grandfather, \\as a 
native of England, can1e to An1erica, and was an1ong the early pioneers of 
Salem township, Kenosha Co., 'vVis., where he engaged in farming and spent 
the remainder of his life. He died on his place east of the bridge on t'ox 
river, just east of the village of \Vilmot, at an advanced age. His wife Ann 
also attained advanced years. They had eight children, and of these seven 
came to this country, four daughters and three sons. 

William Faul!,'ner, father of George Vi., was a blacksmith by trade, and 
came to America when ten or twelve years of age, alone. He went to work 
in the Bain Wagon \V orks in Kenosha, and was married in the town of 
Salem, after whi<;h he made his way to Vvilmot, where he continued in the 
blacksmith business until his death. He died Jan. rs, 1904, aged sixty-six 
years, while his widow snrvived until April of the following year, passing 
away at the same age. She was an Episcopalian in her native cout1try, but 
became identified in her latter _years with the Methodist Chttrch. l\lr. and 
Mrs. V/illiam Faulkner had six children: Rose, the wife of George Hock­
ney, of Salem township; George 'William; Fred, of Wilmot; and three who 
are deceased. 

George \V. Faulkner was reared in Vhlmot, where he received his liter­
ary training in the district schools. He learned the blacksmith's trade in his 
father's shop, and followed that business until 1903, when he retired from the 
same, and has since been engaged in farming. On Jan. 13, 1901, he n1arried 
Miss Carrie Udell, daughter of Thomas C. and Phebe A (Jones) UdelL 
Politically Mr. Faulkner is a Republican. 

Thomas C. Udell, the father of Mrs. Faulkner, was a native of Vermont, 
and her mother was a native of Haverhill, N. H., Mrs. Faulkner being the 
only child of that union. Thomas C. Udell was one of the very early set­
tlers of Southport. now Kenosha, and there engaged in mercantile business 
for some time. He later bought a farm in Salem township, and at one time 
owned 700 acres in Salem township and over 300 acres in 'N alworth county. 
Mr. Udell's thrift and industry will be seen from the fact that on leaving Ver­
mont he had to borrow $5 to get to Kenosha county. He died on the home 
farm in Salem township in r884, aged seventy-three years, while his wife 
died in 1902, in her eightieth year. He was reared in the faith of the Con­
gregational Church. Politically a Republican, he was elected at various times 
to fill positions of honor and tmst. and his duties while in office were al­
ways faithfully discharged. Mr. Udell's first wife was Laura A Bullin, and 
by her he had three children: Thomas C., who lives near Genoa Junction; 
Anna, wife of E. A. Kennedy, of Salem township; and Lathrop A., who 
is deceased. 

· Adina Udell. Mrs. Faulkner's paternal grandfather, was a farmer. and 
a native of Vermont. He was an early settler in Kenosha county, and died 
at Fox River at an old age. His wife. Olivia, also attained advanced years 
They had a large family of children. On the maternal side, Mrs, Faulkner's 
grandparents were Joseph and Hannah Jones, both natives of New Hamp­
shire. 

Mr. and Mrs. George \Villiam Faulkner both belong to pioneer families 
who became prominent in the community. Mr. and Mrs. Faulkner have~ fine 
farm in Salem township, Kenosha county, and own a beautiful modern home 
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in the village of Wiimot. Mr. Faulkner pastures froni four thousand to 
tv;elve thousand sheep annually, and is well known among the thrifty, prac­
tical farmers of Salem township. 

PETER BECKER, a highly esteemed, influential farmer of Waterford 
township, Racine Cb., \Vis., whose fine tract of land is located on Section 
33, is a native of Germany) born at Merzig Trier, Nov. I r, r82o, son of 
Michael and Angeline (Strupp) Becker, natives of that country. 

Michael Becker was a farmer in Germany, and there spent his whole life, 
dying in 1846, aged seventy-three years. His widow came to America with 
four children, and lived with her son Peter, in Dover township, Racine county, 
where she died seven years later, aged seventy years. She and her husband 
were members of the Catholic Church. Of their eight children, three are 
now living: Peter; John, of Racine; and Margaret, a nun in St. Louis. 

Peter Becker was reared in Germany on a farm, and there received his 
education. He came to America in 1847, and settled first in Indiana, where 
he worked by the month, after which he spent a year in Chicago, then locat­
ing in Racine county. He worked, by the month for two years, at the end of 
which time he purchased a 120 acre farm in Dover township, to which he 
added 140 acres, owning in all 260 acres. He spent sixteen years in Dover 
township, and then sold eighty acres of his farm and located in Waterford. 
Here he purchased his present place, consisting of r6o acres. and has ·spent 
thirty-seven years at the same locality, selling all of his land except twenty 
acres in Dover township. 

In r852 Mr. Becker married Miss Elizabeth \Veins, and twelve children 
were born to this union: Peter, who has always been a· farmer. lives 
with his father; Margaret, who married Herman Meincke, lives in Ocono­
mowoc, \Vis., and has two children, John .and Emma; Joseph, a farmer and 
dairyman three miles south of Milwaukee, married Gertrude Maaz, and has 
seven children, Peter, Mary, Joseph, Edward, Estella, .\ValW:<and Frederlck; 
Philip, a farmer near Webster, S. n, married Emma Troge1; ·and has eleven 
children, among them being, Emma, ~William, Sophronia, Philip and 
erick (twins), John, Joseph, and Daisy; Eva, who married Henry KnrtpnC 

dick, died, leaving five children, Peter, Rosa, Henry, Arthur and 
John,. w,):Io was a farmer, died single; Anna, who marfied Conrad Gebhard:;·,:;. 
lives one mile south of Milwaukee and has seven children, Daisy, Georg-e,:· 
Jerome, Gregory, Isabel, and Herbert; Michael died single; 
liam lives at Finley, N. Dak., where he married Elizabeth Ferguson; 
died aged two years; Bertha died young; and Frederick, who operates 
father's farm in Waterford township, married Frances Henrick, and has 
children, Arthur and Howard. 

Mrs. Elizabeth (Weins) Becker, wife of our subject, died in 
fifty-seven years. in the faith of the Catholic Church, to which ThfL 
also adh~res. Politically he is a Democrat. 

WARD C. CLEMONS, a highly esteemed cthzen of Racine. of 
city he is city treasurer. was born in Mt. Pleasant. Racine Co .. \Vis .. 
8. r876. son of Chester K and Emma (DeGroat) Clemons, natives of 
York and Illinois, respectively. 
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Asahel Clemons, the paternal grandfather of Ward C. Clemons, was a 
native of New York, of English and French descent. A farmer in his native 
State, on coming to Wisconsin among the early settlers he coAtinued that occu­
pation in Mt. Pleasant township, where he owned a fine farm. There he 
died, aged eighty-seven years. Joseph DeGroat, the maternal grandfather of 
our subject, was also a native of New York, and a descendant of a family 
that dates its ancestry back to the time of the "Mayflower." He had two sons 
in the Civil war, Joseph and Charles, and Charles lost his life in that strug­
gle, being buried at Nashville, Tenn. One son of Joseph DeGroat was also 
in the Spanish-American war. The DeGroat family were originally French. 
Jo.seph DeGroat came to Wisconsin in the early days and died aged about 
forty-three years. 

Chester E. Clemons, deceased, the father of V'l ard C. Clemons, was a 
farmer most of his life, and came to Wisconsin about 1849, purchasing a 
farm in Mt. Pleasant township, upon which he reared his family. For a 
time he was in business in Racine, where he lived for twenty years, his death 
occurring March 17, 1906. His wife died in 1895, aged fifty years. In re­
ligious faith she was a Baptist. They had these children: Miss Marian; 
Elma, deceased, who was the wife of W. E. Powell; Ward C., our subject; 
Earl A., and Ira DeGroat. 

\i\l'ard C. Clemons lived on his father's farm until twelve or thirteen 
years of age and then came to town with his parents and grew to manhood 
in Racine, attending the public schools and Rowland's Academy. He then 
took a position with the Chicago. Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, and re­
mained with that company a little over three years.. \l{hen the Spanish­
An1erican war broke out Mr. Clemons was given .a com·mission as first lieu­
tenant of the I st Wis. V. I. After the expiration· of his service he took up 
newspaper work for about five years. In the spring of .1904 he was elected 
to the office of city treasurer, which office he still holds, being elected on the 
Democratic ticket by a handsome majority. 

Religiously Mr. Clemons is a Methodist. He belongs to the Masonic 
order, Knights of Pythias, Elks, and Spanish-American War Veterans, and 
during the war had a record of which any man might feel proud. He is pop­
ular with all classes and all parties. and has the r.eputation of being .an up­
right citizen, a good business man and an incorruptible public official. 

JOHN P. RUNKEL, a much esteemed resident of Bnrlington, Wis., a 
substantial retired farmer and one of the old settlers of his localitv, was born 
Oct. 7· 1827, in Hessen-Darmstadt. Germany, near the city of Bingen, son 
of Anthony and Susan (Karcher) Runkel. both of whom were natives of Ger­
many. 

The father was the son of a farmer who lived and died in Germanv. 
Anthony Runkel served in the wars for eight years under Napoleon. In 
August, 1841. he came to America and gave up military life. settling clown on 
a tract of farming land near Bnrlington, Wis. He died on this farm in 1854. 
2ged sixty-three years. His widow snrvivec\ until Jan. z_c;. 1870, dying agee\ 
eightv,two years. Both were members of the Reformed Church. Thev har\ 
six children, the two survivors being John P. and Barbara,_ wife of Fr.ank 
Newbury, of Wheatland township, Kenosha county. 
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John P. Runkel was thirteen years old when he accompanied his par­
ents to America and was reared in Burlington township, Kenosha Co., vVis. 
He went to school a short time, but on account of ill health he returned to 
his father on the farm. In I 8 59 he went to Europe, returning to America 
just before the Civil war. He then bought a farm in Wheatland township, 
on which he lived irom r867 until I899, when he left the farm and moved to 
Burlington. He owns a fine farm of 370 acres in \Vheatland township, and 
occupies a handsome residence in Burlington which he erected. 

Mr. Runkel was married June II, r854, to Mary Rietbrock, daughter of 
Adolph and Christina (Cook) Rietbrock. They had eight children, the two 
surviving being Henry A. and Amelia. Henry A. lives on tlie old home farm 
in \Vheatland township where 'his mother was reared; he married Sarah 
Wheeler, and they have three children, Harold, Jeanette and Dorothy. Amelia 
marrieG! George Smith, and they live in Burlington and have two children, 
Fred and Lloyd. 

Mrs. Runkel's parents were natives of Westphalia, Germany, and they 
came to America in r837, settling on a farm in Vvheatland township. By 
trade the father was a jeweler, but when he reached America he found nO: 
opening for his business in New York City and came on to Kenosha county, 
where many of his countrymen later settled. At that time there were only 
three houses in Kenosha and Chicago was but a swampy village. The latter 
par of his life was spent iri retirement. At one time he was a thrifty farmer, 
owned- land, and raised 2,500 sheep. 

Both Mr. Runkel and his wife are members of the Reformed Church. 
Politically he is a Democrat. For eight years he held the office of town clerk 
in \Vheatland township and for several years he was town chairman. He has 
always been one of the reliable and respected men of the community and since. 
coming to Burlington to pass the rest of his days in comfortable retirement 
has become known for his many sterling qualities. Both he and his estimable 
wife have been witnesses to wonderful changes in that locality. 

GEORGE H. HERZOG, for three terms register of deeds of Racine 
county, is not only a native of the county but a lifelong resident. He was 
in the city of Racine Oct. 4, r867, son of Jacob and Frances (Hoffman) 
zag, his parents being natives respectively of New York State and Wisconsir 
Of the three children born to them George H. is the only survivor. 
migrated from the Empire State with his parents to the sparsely settled 
State in r86o, locating on a farm in the town of Mt. Pleasant. He assisted-,< 
the farm for several years and afterward removed to Racine and entered 
employ of the J. I. Case Threshing Machine e:o. as a wood worker. 
still employed by that firm, with which he has remained thirty-nine years 
tinuously. He is still a resident of Racine, where his first wife died in 
1\lr. Herzog married twice thereafter, his present wife being in her' 
hood Jennette Edmonds. 

The patemal g-randfather of George H. Herzog- emig-rated to Americ#, 
the fifties and at first settled in St. Lawrence county, N. Y., 
in r86o. but in later years returning to the East. It is known that in 
man Fatherland he was a member of the regular army. He lived to 
eighty years of age. The maternal grandfather was John Hoffman, 
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