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Whe.ﬁn :y:ou tﬁéhti‘on Ke_hos'l'lwcnlﬂ,’ Wyou_'fhi‘nfk of "Jveffery,
Nash, Rambler, Pacer, Alliance and the people who
made these cars safe, reliable and a fine valuve.

- In 1902, Thomas B. Jeffery began the production of
Ramblers in Kenosha. His crew grew to more than 1,000
men by 1910. Six years later the company was sold to
Charles W. Nash, the former president of Geneal
‘Motors. The merger of Nash and Hudson in 1954
created American Motors. In 1979 American Motors
and Renault entered into o series of agreements that at
present provide Renault with 46.4 per cent of AMC's
stock. . ' : -

For 83 years, Kenosha has been the manufacturing
hub of this evolving company. lts progress has
contributed to Kenosha's growth. Yet AMC/Renault and
its predecessor companies recognize their dependence '
upon Kenosha. : :

Kenosha and American Motors need one another.

R : i S ‘You mention one and you think of the other. That's the
Thomas B. Jeffery, founder of the co ny that was te become H .
American Moton,yis shown in 1897 i:tpr:'vﬁm Rambler. way it s ... and should be.

President William Howard Taft seems to be enjoying his ride in a
1910 Rambler touring ¢ar. Phete taken in Auguste, Georgla,

This Jeffery truck built about 1920 with a four wheel drive used

! George W. Mason, presidant of Nash-Kelvirat h
extensively in World War 1 seems to be making the grade. G RS W Vg i R L)

Babe Ruth was photographed with this 1937 Nash Ambassador
which sold for $945 f.0.b. Kenosha. 85,949 cars were hulit that -

model year. :

with @ 1947 Nash. At the wheel is screen idol Clark Gable._ .

The .196f Rambler American convertible was the nation’s lowast- - The Pacer, introduced in 1“975 b padabilis T . ’ V £ .
:v'ricesocunveﬂiblo and the ‘enly body type with single-unit con- comfort and fuel economy. ' power, readabllity, 5:;; ?yla": 'ﬁ‘.’.rﬁ:ﬁ%fﬁﬁ'hm.' entry in the market. s do-
ruction, . ’ : : . . . : 3 .

7RAMC|Jeep/RENAULTO

| -tfhe'n as now . . . basic to Kenosha

oy
T, . e e



Kenosha at 150

On March 19, 1835, 150 years ago, an exploring party of three men
left-Hannibal, N.Y. The purpose of their journey was to assess
opportunities on the west bank of Lake Michigan, news of whose
- promising potential had been carried back to the east. On June 7,
they reached the mouth of Pike Creek. ’
The purpose of this 192-page special supplement, one of the largest ,
- published by the Kenosha News, is to document the history of the
city ‘from its-founding to the present. A review of the past gives
insight into the present and often serves as a prelude to the future.
Some readers will recall that in our 1976 Bicentennial edition the
theme was ‘“Kenosha in the 20th Century’”’ based on a condensed
version of a book sponsored by the Kenosha County Bicentennial
Commission. It was written by 12 Kenoshans most of whom were
associated with Carthage College and the University of Wisconsin-
Parkside. Much of that information has been condensed, revised and
updated. Several of the picture pages of the 1976 edition have been
“'retained. In addition, readers will find a substantial complement of
new material and photos.

It is important to realize that this special section does not fully
cover the community. Some aspects of Kenosha life are con-
spicuously absent. The significant contributions of the professions
-and various social and charitable organizations are an obvious
omission. There are only limited references made to the arts and to
“the various commercial activities that affect our daily lives.

This suppiement represents the efforts of many institutions and
individuals. 3

We thank the Kenosha County Historical Society, the Kenosha
Museum and the Kenosha Public Library.

“We appreciate the special contributions made by Lois Roepke
Stein, Phillip Sander and Sidney H. Leonard, Jr.

We are. grateful for the efforts of the Kenpsha News staff with
special recognition to Donald N. Jensen and Karl Frederick,

Nor can we forget the more than 300 firms in the community that
have made this section possible through their advertising support.

- We were encouraged in our efforts by the Kenosha Sesquicenten-
‘nial Committee whose members are developing a series of activities
that, we predict, will be well received by the community. Among
them are two books -about Kenosha’s past.

~*. This ‘public Wi trengthen your -confidence in Kenosha's
: future : !
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' Since 1880. ..
THREE
GENERATIONS
| C ARRYON -
THE HANSEN
FAMILY
TRADITION

' Our prfesebflocqﬁyon Since 1920

The Hainsen Funeral Home was founded by Thomas Hansen in 1880 and has
“been serving Kenoshans for the' past 105 years with the finest in all denomin- -
ational mortuary services. Alwin T. Hansen, who was dssociated in the busi-
s father since 1912, became president and owner in 1930, upon
the £ his father. In'the fall of 1975, Alwin T, Hansen possed on, leav-
ing the responsibilities ‘of the funeral home in the present day to the third
~ generation of Hansen Family and their associates, os listed below: =~

“Casket Coach

Florence Hansen Barrett " Mrs. JoyéégSfél‘lu .
i A. Thomas Hansen k Daniel Holter
Our 1915 James W, Barrett . Allen Braun
Casket Coach Richard D. Johnsen Patrick Leinwander -
LeRoy Ausse “John Leiting !
Mrs. Lillian M. Van Der Wee Teny Klennert

Qur Modern
Casket Coach

Owned and opevmted ,
| for 105 years
o by the Hansen Family

HANSEN FUNERAL HOME
6019 7th Avenue ® KENOSHA » WISCONSIN Phone 654-2136

Member National Selected Morticians by Invitation  Wis. Funeral Directors Assn. ¢ National Funeral Directors Assn.
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From the Telegr'aph-’tourier on the

50th Anniversary of Kenosha’s fonml-
ing: =

In December, 1834 a gentleman in
the town of Hannibal, Oswego County,
N.Y., invited a number of guests toan
entertainment.

At the supper table the great but-

little known West was made the sub-

ject of conversation; its beautiful

prairies, bright skies and productive
-soil became the theme of discussion.

. The enthusiasm of the party was
‘increased as each one rehearsed the
reports he had heard from explorers

" of the country west of Lake Michigan.

During the evening, the party re-
solved on a plan for the organization
of an association in which those be-

" coming members should aid each
other, and mutually share profits and
losses in the enterprise of planting a
colony in the yet partially-explored
lands beyond the lake.

_ Subsequently - a general public
meeting was called for the purpose of
making known the general plan of
organization, and inviting the cooper-

. ation of all who desired to undertake

the enterprise.

' * ‘This was accordingly done, and the
proposed undertaking met with more
than anticipated approval.

Rev. Jason Lothrop, who, in after
years, was the pastor of the Baptist

SOthport 1844

Lure of the West brought Kenosha’s pioneers

Church in Southport, presented a con-
stitution for the proposed. organiza-
tion, which was named the ‘‘Western
Emigration Company.” Elder Wood-
in, a Baptist clergyman, was chosen
president, but he did not come West.

Spring 1835

In the spring of 1835, the company
appointed a committee to explore this
little known region, with the view of
finding a suitable location for the
prospective town.

The committee left Hannibal on the
19th of March, 1835. The day of their
departure was one of much solicitude
for their safety: there were affec-
tionate hand-shakings and leave-tak-

-ings between wives and husbands,

children and parents.

The exploring committee was des-
tined to visit unknown regions of
country where life might be imperiled
by encountering less than friendly
Indians.

The committee was given instruc-
tions to proceed to Chicago and from
thence examine the country north
along the lake shore to Milwaukee,
with the view. of finding a suitable
location.

At Chicago they learned there was
no road to Milwaukee.- The journey at
that time was usually performed by

The Telegraph -Courier recounts Kenosha s foun dmg on the 50th anmversary of the first settle-~
- ment established at Pike Creek

following Indian trails; sometimes on
foot, sometimes on horseback, and
occasionally on a small schooner.

On arriving at Milwaukee 'they
found a small collection of houses,.
mostly of a temporary character, and
a mixed population of whites and
Indians. While in Milwaukee the com-
mittee learned that there were points
on the lake shore towards Chicago,

capable of being rendered of com- ..

mercial importance, which were pos-
sibly unoccupied.

June 7, 1835

On the 7th of June, 1835, the explor-
ing committee came to Pike Creek,
that being the name where the city of
Kenosha is now located. Here with
less 'imposing ceremonies than at-
tended choosing the site of imperial
Rome, was chosen the beginning of
the city of Kenosha.

As soon as the news reached Han-
nibal that the committee had chosen a
location for a contemplated home of
the company, .the stock holders at
once made preparation to emigrate.

About fifteen families, mostly
stockholders, came to Wisconsin' in
the summer and fall of 1835. A part of

. these settled on lands in this vicinity,

with the view of engaging in agricul-
tural pursuits. The population during

the first winter consisted of thirty-two
persons, including children.

The - habitations of these persons
were tude shanties built of logs and
covered with bark.

The first frame building in the town
was erected by N.R. Allen and John-
Bullen. The settlers pledged them-
selves to protect each other until the
government brought the lands into
market, four years later, in 1839.

The place was called Pike, then
Southport, and in 1850 changed to
Kenosha, the Indian word for pike.

The early settlers were not per-
mitted to enjoy quiet in their homes;
scarcely were they comfortably
lodged in, their cabins before they
were annoyed by intruders on their
rights.

No one had a legal titie to any lands,
and the country was traveled in all
directions by adventurers, intent on
speculation and money getting. There
were no courts to which wronged
persons could resort to seek redress
for their grievances.

The Western Emigration Company
was dissolved in 1837, after proving to
be a losing speculation to most of the
stockholders.

The finality of the company is found
in Rev. Lathrop’s history of Kenosha.
It will be understood that Kenosha

(continued on page 7)
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'STATEMENT

‘OF CONDITION

January 31, 1985 LIABILITIES
Savings Accounts $216,163,615
ASSETS .
B Borrowed Funds 5,000,000
Mortgage Loans d L :
and Contracts $172,011,680 Tax and Insurance Escrow 5,097,743
Mortgage Backed o ‘Accrﬁed Dividends Payable 1,946,492
Securities 14,360,002 s
Accrued/Deferred
" Other Loans 1,721,803 Taxes Payable 770,626
"] Real Estate Owned or - Other Liabilities 362,766
in Judgment - 1,229,452 :
‘Cash and Investment P e ;
Securities 56,786,914 TOTAL LIABILITIES 3229,34} 1242
I | Federal Home Loan > S
Bank Stock + 1,620,100 g R
Office Building . NET WORTH
*and Equipment. . . 3,214,876 ek
o . . ; General Reserves $ 7,055,448
Investment In and Loans
‘to Subsidiaries 235,535 Unallocated Earnings 15,755,568
Prepayment to .
FSLLC 448,749 TOTALNETWORTH  § 22,811,016
Other Assets 523,147
TOTAL LIABILITIES
TOFALASSETS $252,152,258 AND NET WORTH $252,152,258
i
Kenosha — 5935 7th Avenue 658-4861 weuscn
West side — 7535 Pershing Boulevard 694-1380
Northwest side — 4235 52nd Street  658-0120 F :SLIS
South side — 8035 22nd Avenue 657-1340 P ——
Paddock Lake — 24726 75th Street, Route 50 843-2388
Lake Geneva — 410 Broad Street 248-9141 Yo Sevngt naured o s i
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SOUTHPORT IN NOVEMBER, 1842.

Fast Side of Mainy Street,

Looking North.

i

. Block 13, .

e
l:.
et
12
i
i
[

v ROB.B

Block 2.

Block 30,

133208 1eNie;

v
#*

Rlock 43. Block 46,

T jeans qaed|
185.11G UISUOISIAK]

.. Diwlling house of Mys. Parsons.
. Ysaac George's bl

Hing house and office. —-
" cabinet shop and Loomis & Davis rarpenter shop,
Kenosha Telegraph printing office.
- No. 7.~ George KimbalPs dhwelling house.

No. 8. 0!15 bmldmg occupled by Torrey & Ct) for stoves.
No.g. - * W o Lu
No. 10. Log school house belonging to District No. 2.
No. r1. Small one- swry bnilding, used for office of Erie and Michigan Telegraph Co. s
No. 12. Clement building. .
No. 15, Dwelling and boarding hounse of Epaphre Seymonr i«

' No. 1. Residence of David Crosit.

Oﬂ"\ce< up stairs,

| 19306 uIEHONSIA

.. School house of District No. 1.
Dweliing house of Ira M. Wair,
. House of Samuel Holmes.

Ebenezer Pomeroy's store.

ER R ]

House and tinshop of L. Baldwin.
Ira M. Wait's carpenter.shop. .«

Hutchinson, Wheeler & Petrie’s store.
Store, now occupied by M. Huck,

West Sl de of Main Street,” Looking South.
; ; kS ! 3
i E by 2]
i o »
Bloek 47. Block 13. § Block 31, 3 Block 14.
s @

. 17..Daniel M. Clarkson’s dwelling and tailor shop.

“orenby yeqiER

i Block 26.

No. 9. 'J. Bond's Jaw office—Duniap building.
to. -Kimball building—Scott & Brockett’s stoye.,
r1. - Jared Lake's store, Durkee building, Southport P. O. and Grain Warchouse.
_12. John and Mark Noble's or J. P. Dane’s meat market—in center of Market Squarc
13. Deacon Whitney's log house.
14. ‘McCoy & Benedict's “Temperance House.””
5. - Dr. Daniel StryKeér's office and dwelling,
16. Dr. Wilker’s office and dwelling.

Sketched from memory by S. ¥. Brande, 1880,

(Continued from page 5)

was first called Pike Creek from 1835
to 1837; afterwards -Southport, until
‘1850, and after that, Kenosha.

Churches and temperance

. The early settlers were not indif-

ferent as to religious, educationaland - -

moral privileges. Through the efforts
Vof Rev Lothrop, a school was opened .

in'the winter of 1835. The few families L

who had located on the prairie back
from the lake availed themselves of it
and sent their children to this school,

A little ‘later religious meetings
“began to be held in private houses.
Rev. Abner Barlow, a revolutionary
war veteran, delivered the first ser-
mon in this part of the country.

The inhabitants also during the
same period organized a temperance
society, and nearly the entire adult
population signed the pledge.

Before Southport (Kenosha) had
two hundred inhabitants, the subject
of a village incorporation began to be
agitated. In the fall of 1839, at a
meeting of citizens, a committee was
appointed to draft a village charter.

That being done, the proposed
charter was forwarded to Madison,
through Hon. William Bullen, then a
resident of Southport, and a member
of the Territorial Council. The act of
incorporating the village of Southport
was passed Feb. 9, 1841, with a pro-

. viso that it should first be submitted
to the legal voters within the limits of
the proposed corporation for approval
before becoming a law. :

An election was held in March, 1841,
at which time the question of accep-
tance of the charter was voted upon,
and 99 votes were given in favor, and
six against.

The naines of all those who voted on'.

the questxon of that election are found

registered. in the vx!lage record.

~On the first Monday in April, 1841,
the first election for village officers
. The village was divided into

“two wards, dividmg it into North and

South wards. David Crossit, Chancey

_ Davis and F.S. Lovell were elected -
Trustees in ‘the South ward and. J.

Bullen, Northway ‘and Willlam

Seymour, Trustees in the North ward,
. The following were the Presidents
of the village of Southport in the order

of their elections: 1840, N. Frank:

1841, William Bullen: 1842, John W.'

McCoy: ‘1843, John W. McCoy; 1844,
Sereno Fisk: 1845 , Sereno Fisk: 1846,
Theodore Newell, 1847, John W.
McCoy; 1848, Michael Holmes; 1849,
William S. Strong.

Kenosha County formed

At the session of the Legislature in
1850, the county of Kenosha was set
off from Racine County, the name of
Southport changed to Kenosha and the
place was incorporated as a city. The
first election for city officers was held
on the first Monday in April, 1850.

The following are the names of
those who held the office of mayor and
the years in which they served:

1850, M. Frank; 1851, D.C. Gaskell;
1852, C.C. Sholes; 1853, C.C. Sholes;
1854, C.C. Sholes; 1855, C.C. Sholes;
1856, Volney Hughes; 1857, G.H. Paul;
1858, G.H. Paul; 1859, Asahel Farr;
1860, 1.W. Webster; 1861 M.H. Petit;
1862 F. Robinson; 1863 F. Robinson;
1864, Asahel Farr; 1865, M.H. Petitt;
1866, Dennis J. Hines; 1867, M.H.
Petitt; 1868, I.W. Webster; 1869, F.
Robinson; 1870, M.H. Petitt; 1871,
Asahel Farr; 1872, Asahel Farr; 1873,

Asahel Farr; 1874, 1.W. Webster;
1875, 0.G. King; 1876, J.V. Quarles;
1877, Asahel Farr; 1878, Asahel Farr;
‘1879, F. Robinson; 1880, A.C. Sinclair;
1881, H. Williams; 1882 H. Williams;
1883,°0.8. Newell 1884, Z.G. ‘Sim-
mons; 1885 Z.G. Simmons; 1886, E.L.
Grant; 1881 Fred Stemm; 1888, H.
Williams; 1889 H. Williams; 1890,
J.B. Kupfer.

- During the years 1842, ‘43 44 real
‘estate was unsettled in value in this
place, because a rival town had been
“projected at what was then called
Pike River, one mile to the north.

Strong influences were employed to
locate the harbor, and consequently
the town at Pike River. Warehouses,
stores, machine shops and dwellings
were constructed at that point.

Attention to education

No.county in the state has a better
record for early attention to educatlon
than Kenosha.-

President Whitford, of Milton Col-
lege, and former!y State ‘Super-
intendent of Schools, in his History of
Education, says that iin 1836 there
were eight private schools in Wiscon-
sin, with an attendance of 75 scholars;

. this gave an.average of a little over
nine schelars to each school. 'The
population of Wlsconsm was._then

.. 9,000.

In the winter of 1835-36 Miss Laura
Malthy collected about a half a dozen.
pupils and opened a school on - the
north side of the river, within the.
corporate limits of the present city of
Kenosha.

About the same time of the opening
of Miss Mathy’s school in Pike, Rev.
Lathrop opened a school in the neigh-
borhood known as Spring Brook, in.
Pleasant Prairie.

The first school house built in the
county was in the fall of 1837, it was
constructed of logs hewn on the in-
-side, and was twenty feet square. It
was located on the corner, north of D.
Head & Co.’s bank.

This building was used not only for
school purposes but for religious
meetings, lyceums, caucuses, lec-
tures, traveling shows, courts, social
gatherings, etc.

About this time, or a little later, a
few small schools were commenced in
log cabins in some of the country
towns where scholars could be col-
lected from the scattered families in:
the prairies.

The first:schools established were

Harbor site picked

In August, 1844, Col. Abert, then
U.S. government engineer, was ad-
vised to be here and decide on the
harbor location.

It was a day of extreme anxiety
since the value of homes would be
determined by this decision. Senator
Durkee waited on Col. Abert and
handed him a paper, which had been
prepared by Col. Frank.

Col. Abert having carefully read the
paper, said: “Mr. Durkee, can this be
relied upon?” ‘‘Certainly,” replied
Mr. Durkee, whereupon Col. Abert
said: ‘“‘Ther the harbor must be lo-
cated at Southport.” .

Great rejoicing followed this an-
nouncement; town lots at Southport
had suddenly a new value; the price of
lots at Pike River fell flat, and all the
buildings that had been erected at that

point.in a short time disappeared. (continued on page 11)
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We'r Celebratmg Our
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'Commumfyw e w&" conhnue to offer that
personal service that you have come to expect
from us and also the profess:onal advice you
have seeked!

Lumber - Electrical -
Plumbing - Builder’s
Hardware - Millwork

LUMBER
‘& SUPPLY CO.

_ Phone 657 6166

6908 29fh Avenue
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- Kenosha’s harbor is a doorway to the world
- The earlier name of Kenosha ... Southport ... reflects the
historig 'importance of the pommunity’s location on the lake.




_ALKEN\OSHATQRADITION*" e
IN AUTOMOTIVE g
REPLACEMENT PARTS %

Is Whu‘t We're All About Smce 1925.
e}%

!n April, 1925, Abe Gordon, founder of Gordon .
Auto Replacements, Inc., opened a store Y2
block west of our present location. He .
was a need for a local ‘auto parts store to ser-
vice Kenoshans. His philosophy was that people
wanted to deal with someone who gave person-
al attention to their needs and who they could
count on for fop quality products as well as ex-
pert advice,

ally increase
‘the demoand of our treasured customer:
carty the merchandise that was need
sresent building ot thut

Today, - the philosophy at Gordon's hasnt
changed. Gordon's family and their trained staff
continue to operate successfully with those same
healthy business ideals. Gordon’s has changed
with the times, and have found it necessary to,

enlarge and improve its facilities to grow with its
customers and their needs,

‘Happy Blrthday Kenosha!

Qafw{aa _ .$

AUTO REPLACEMENTS — ’
2801 Roosevelt Rd. 654-2178 ———
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supported by subscnptlon

In the winter of 1836-37, the Territo-
rial legislature adopted the school.
code of Michigan, after which school
districts were.organized, the schoois
were sustained by a rate-bill, that is,

each family was required to pay in.

proporation to the number of children
sent to school. .

First free schbol

The first free school in Wisconsin

was established in Kenosha (then .

Southport) in 1845. Col. Frank was one
of ‘the earliest advocates of free
schools in Wisconsin.

This was not only the first free
school in Wisconsin, but is believed to
have been the first in what was known

_.as the Northwest Territory, now com-
prising a number of states, and exten-
ding west to the Pacific.

In Feb. 1845 a law was passed by the
Territorial Legislature allowing the
voters in the corporate limits of
Southport to establish a free school, to
be supported by the taxable property
of the town. -

By a proviso of the law, it was
required to be submitted to a vote of
the-people to render it effective. The
law encountered strenuous opposition.

_Frequent meetings were held to dis-
cuss the expediency of free schools.

The first meeting called to vote on
the question of its adoption broke up in
-great confusion. At a second meeting

. the law was adopted by a small
majority.

Steps were at once taken to estab-

lish the free schools and the success of
this pioneer enterprise was satisfac-
tory.

The high school house in Kenosha
was built and dedijcated in 1855. It was
regarded as equal to the best public

school buildings in the state. Some of

its early prmcxpals enjoyed a state
reputation.

The early harbor

Steamboats and sail vessels were

occasionally seen on the lake, soon .

after the first settlement of the town.
These were mainly employed between

. Chicago and Buffalo:

When freight began to be brought to
this point, the landing place could not

" be distinguished at night.

The first effort to provide the nec-
essary light was the kindlingof a fire
_at night on the bank of the lake. This

iserved for a time, when George Kim-

ball; a large town property holder,
conceived a plan for a more con-
spicuous light. He caused a large tree
on the bank to be cut down, leaving
the stump 10 feet high. A layer of
stones was put on top of the stump,
and on this elevation a fire was made
every night at sundown.

Mr. Kimball being a gentleman of
leisure and public spirit, super-
intended this improvised beacon light.
As time passed, a more powerful light
was needed. James M. Stryker being
the mover, four posts 25 feet long
were erected in a square, and on the
top of these a sash lantern was con-
structed.

This answered for a while and not
long after the. government built a
lighthouse on Washington (Simmons)
Island.

The subject of starting a newspaper
‘in Southport underwent discussion in
1839, and in the following winter there

~was much excitement. arising from

the rivalry between the north and
south -side of the river.

The north side claimed the location
of the proposed paper, for the reason
that it had more wealth, and influence
to sustain a newspaper, and the south
side- claimed it because it had the:
largest number of inhabitants.
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The. oid Courthouse, built in 1850; ‘was destroyed in 1885 to make way for .
the jaﬂ and sheriff's residence. In the foreground is the former county jai,

which in 1916 was used for Municipal Court, located at the northwest

corner of Market and Chicago streets.

In January 1840, Judge William
Bullen, an influential north side busi-
ness man, proposed to guarantee
Charles C. Sholes, 500 subscribers and
a sufficient support, provided he
would establish a newspaper on that
side of the river.

This raised a storm; the south side
people called a meeting and resolved
not to support the paper. In the mean-
time the interests of the south side
continued to strengthen. The press,
type and material which had been
used by C.C. Sholes and O.L. Sholes in
publishing the Green Bay Gazette,
were brought to this place, and in
June 1810,.as before stated, the Tele-
graph newspaper was started with
C.L. Sholes as proprietor and editor.

Mr. Sholes was best known to the
-world as the inventor of the Rem-
ington typewmer — the first really
'successful typewriter,

It was while he was collector of

customs for the port of Milwaukee
that Mr. Shofes became interested in
the efforts to perfect a typewrltmg
machine,

As the result of Mr. Sholes’ inven-

tive genius, the first crude machine
was completed in 1873, Later he in-
vented several important improve-
ments.
" In the last two_years of his life,
although confined to his bed, Mr,
Sholes invented two new machines for
typewriting, the last of which was
more satisfactory to him than any of
his previous inventions.

Many early churches

Kenosha was well supplied withfi
churches, having no less than 10,
several of which had large and hand-

some edifices. Most of them were

(continued on page 15)
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supported by subscription.
~In the winter of 1836-37, the Territo-
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" code of Michigan, after: which school
districts were-organized, the schools
were sustained by a rate-bill, that is,

- each family was required to pay in.
proporation to the number of children ;

sent to school.

Flrst free school

The first free school in Wisconsin

was established in Kenosha (then .

Southport) in 1845. Col. Frank was one
of the earliest advocates of free
_schools in Wisconsin.

This was not only the first free
school in Wisconsin, but is believed to
have been the first in what was known
as the Northwest Territory, now com-
prising a number of states, and exten-
ding west to the Pacific.

In Feb. 1845 a law was passed by the
Territorial Legislature allowing the
voters in the corporate limits of
Southport to establish a free school, to
be supported by the taxable property
of the town.

By a proviso of the law, it was
required to be submitted to a vote of
the-people to render it effective. The
law encountered strenuous opposition.
Frequent meetings were held to dis-
cuss the expediency of free schoois.

The first meeting called to vote on
the question of its adoptmn broke up in
.great confusion, At a second meeting

.the law was adopted by a small
majority.

Steps were at once taken to estab-
lish the free schools and the success of
this pioneer enterprise was satlsfac-
tory

"The high school house in Kenosha
was built and dedicated in 1855. It was
regarded as equal to the best public

school buildings in the state. Some of

its early prmcnpals emoyed a state
reputation.

The early harbor

Steamboats and sail vessels were
occasionally. seen on the lake, soon
after the first settlement of the town.
These were mainly employed between-
Chicago and Buffalo:

‘When freight began to be brought to
this point, the landing place could not
be distinguished at night. .

The first effort to provide the nec-
essary light was the kindlingof a fire

.at night on the bank of the lake. This
;served for a time, when George Kim-
ball, a large town property holder,

conceived a plan for a more con-
spicuous light. He caused a large tree
on the bank to be cut down, leaving
the stump 10 feet high. A layer of

stones was put on top of the stump,

and on this elevation a fire was made
every night at sundown.

Mr. Kimball being a gentleman of
leisure and public spirit, super-

intended this improvised beacon light.
As time passed, a more powerful light

was needed. James M. Stryker being
the mover, four posts 25 feet long
were erected in a square, and on the

- top of these a sash lantern was con-

structed.

This answered for a while and not
long after the government built a
lighthouse on Washington (Simmons)
Island.

The subject of starting a newspaper

‘in Southport underwent discussion in

1839, and in the following winter there
was much excitement. arising from
the rivalry between the north and
south -side of the river.

The north side claimed the location
of the proposed paper, for the reason
that it bad more wealth, and influence
to sustain a newspaper, and the south
side claimed it because it had the
largest number of inhabitants.
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The old Courthouse, built In 1850; was destroyed in 1885 to make way for -
‘the jail and sherlff’s residence. In the foreground is the former county jail,
which in 1916 was used for Municipal Court, located at the northwest

corner of Market and Chicago sireets.

In January 1840, Judge William
Bullen, an influential north side: busi-
néss man, proposed to guarantee
Charles C. Sholes, 500 subscribers and
a sufficient support, provided he
would establish a newspaper on that
side of the river.

This raised a storm; the south side
people called a meeting and resolved
not to support the paper. In the mean-
time the interests of the south side
continued to strengthen. The press,
type and material which had been
used by C.C. Sholes and O.L. Sholes in
publishing the Green Bay Gazette,
were brought to this place, and in
June 1810, as before stated, the Tele-
graph newspaper was started with
C.L. Sholes as proprietor and editor.

Mr. Sholes was best known to the
-world as the inventor of the Rem-
ington typewriter — the first really

.-successful typewriter.

It was while he was collector of

customs for the port of Milwaukee
that Mr. Sholes became interested in
the efforts to perfect a typewrmng
machine.

As the result of Mr. Sholes’ inven--
tive genius, the first crude machine
was completed in 1873. Later he in-
vented several important improve-
ments.

" In the last two years of his life,
although confined to his bed, Mr.
Sholes invented two new machines for
typewriting, the last of which was
more satisfactory to him than any of
his previous inventions.

Many early churches

Kenosha was well supplied with
churches, having no less than 10,
several of which had large and hand-

some edifices. Most of them were

(continued on page 15)
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As Kenosha Grew,
‘So Did Well

Benson Comers- 1936

Kenosha was just over 101 years old when Serve or Phillips 66 Shlelds Al'rhough mqny Qf '
Benson Oil Company opened:its first station at -~ our 29 locations are now in other parts of

Benson  Corners in Bristol. Today, Benson Oil Wisconsin and lllinois, Kenosha is still our home,

unijts are found throughout Kenosha and  Benco is proud to Kenosha's past and confident -
Kenosha County selling under the Benco Self ~ of her future!

| BENSONOIL =
| COMPANY, INc. @

6621-39th Avenue

PHILLIPS )
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"s Kenosha Grew,
So Did Wel!

T Benson'Comers-‘l936

Kenosha was |usf over 101 years old when  Serve or Phillips 66 Shields. Although many of
Benson Oil Company opened: its first station at - our 29 locations are now in other parts of
Benson Corners in Bristol. Today, Benson Qil Wisconsin and lllinois, Kenosha is still our home.
units are found throughout Kenosha and Benco is proud to Kenosha's past and confident:
Kenosha County selling under the Benco Self of her future!

= COMPANY, INC.

6621-39th Avenue

PHILLIPS

‘
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»

29 Handy Locations

lo Serve You Better!!
- BENCO SEI.F-SERVE

*0 Northside Benco Yre Benco 52nd Street ) *" Barb & Bob's Benco
) . 2619 22nd Avenue, Kenosha - © 3404 52nd Street, Kenosha - Hwy. 50, Paddock Lake
BEN C (o) e Washington Road Benco s Benco 60th Street o Twin Lakes Benco
© 2925 Washington Road, Kenosha 5006 .60th Street, Kenoshq S 410 N. Lake Avenve, Twin lakes
*' Roosevelt Road Benco e Kathy s Corner Benco K Denotes Video Movie
3032 Roosevelt Road, Kenosha 1401 75th Street, Kenosha . Rental Locations

BENCO VIDEO

VIDEO MOVIE RENTALS
VHS - BETA

MONDAY 'I'UESDA\’ WEDNESDAY
- RENT ONE GET ONE FREE

“Latest in New‘Movies . Populur Old Favorites - Adult Films
CONVEN_IENT SERVICE STATIONS HOURS
000000000000060000000

PH“.I.'PS 66 - <PHILLIPS

gdoooboocbqoo
o‘oooobooooo

e Frank & Gene's Service . * McCurdy’s Service * Villa Marine ’

6623 39th Avenue, Kenosha 4121 7th Avenve, Kenoshu 4927 7th Avenue, Kenosha

® Interstate 66 . e Schnaare’s 66 Service v » Benson Corners Grocers & liquer
1-94 and Wilmot Road, Pleasant Prairie 7850 Sheridan Road, Kenosha Hwy. 45 & 50, Bristol

e Tom Cook’s Service . e Pfarr's Service, Inc, '

3405 60th Street, Kenosha 4924 Sheridan Road, Kenesha




and Ken‘o‘shu e o
- We're Growing Well Together ¥

i

Hi Neighbor - what starfed in 1950 s an 8'x13’ hobby greenhouse for us has grown
info one of the largest retail and wholesale garden centers in Wisconsin. Recent ex-
pansion has enabled us to provide the Kenosha-Racine area with two large retail
stores, commercial maintenance and lawn care, a complete lundscaping division and
Carefree Lawns for the home owner. " .

At Milaeger’s we offer the Kenosha Community the most extensive collection of per-
ennials in the Midwest. Thousands of perennials are shipped nation wide through our
mail order division. ) :

As Kenosha celebrates it 150th Birthday, we'd like to thank you , our friends in the
Kenosha community, for helping us grow. )

Our whole family and our valued employees believe in the Kenosha-Racine area and are
committed to providing quality products and services to you our treasured customers. :

'HAPPY BIRTHDAY KENOSHA! b %o misger

Above: - o - - ) .
REMODELED GERANIUM HOUSES HAVE MOVABLE BENCHES AND AUTOMATI
WATERING FOR THE HANGING BASKETS ,' MATIC

Above: .
FIRST GREENHOUSE AND STORE AT DOUGLAS AVE. LOCATION (1962)

Above: : : '
DAN & JOAN MILAEGER IN ONE OF THEIR 47 :
. "GREENHOUSES Abave: ‘
Above: ) ) ) THE MILAEGER FAMILY 1S ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN THE BUSINESS: Son
EWLY ACQUIRED PROPERTY FILLED WITH . : Kevin, Joan, and Dan, daughter Kris & Dan Reisdorf, and son Kent.
1000's OF PERRENIALS ’ ) .

87 .
Above: 17 Hwy. 11 4838 Douglas Ave.

o Sturtevant
ORIGINAL GREENHOUSE AT RESIDENCE OF . i
DAN AND JOAN MILAEGER ON LOMBARD TOLL FREE GARDEN MA RTS Racine

AVE. (Formerly Seymour Ave.) 1950, . 552-7118 639.2040
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comfortably fitted up and contamed-
large pipe organs.

The denominations represented i

Kenosha are the Methodist Episcopal,

Baptist, Irish, and German Catholic,
German Methodist, German Luther-

an, Unitarian,  Danish,  Congrega-

tional, and Protestant Episcopal.

The heavy debt that had been in-
_curred  years ago’ in  building the
" Kenosha and Rockford Railroad: had
threatened the city with bankrup

‘The prospect of being obliged to]
‘the:debt, or even the interest on

would ' haye
upon  Kenos
property and go_into busines
the result was that for many years
Kenosha did not advance, Real estate

was almdst valueless, very little prop-: ;

rty changing hands at all and the
ansfers that did occur were made at
such remarkably low figures that no-
one cared to buy property here.

‘New mdustry

But’ all this changed In 1886 the
city’s obligations. were purchased by
enterprising citizens led by Mr. Z.G.
-Simmons. The debt was reduced to
5200 000.

) The city has paid the interest on
this debt every year, and also. paid
$25,000. of the principal within five
-years, leaving but $175,000 of debt.

In 1886 the Chicago Brass Works
‘were located in Kenosha, largely the

.. result.of Mr. Z.

_ anniversary of William Leet’s in- -

‘and from‘thattimé onward the growth
~-of the city has been remarkable.

“The Lane Manufac

The Chicago “Brass has tripled in
size. . The.: Scotford- .factory was
brought here from Waterbury, Conn.
ng Co. has been
established ‘and has grown at a
‘marvelous rate. :

The Bauer Watch Co. of Chicago

7 was bought out and the plant trans-

ferred to Kenosha. The capacity of the
Northwestern Wire Mattress factory

“was_more than doubled by the erec-

tion of a large addition to its build-
ings.
N.R. Allen’s Sons’ ‘Tannery de-

: vé!oped wonderfully, and before the
_summer was over its capacity hade

been increased by over 100,000 hides

- annually.

The -old Water Cure had been re-
placed by the magnificent Sanitarium
with more than double the capacity of
the old one.

Two new newspapers have been
established; the University. School lo-

‘- cated here; all the empty stores have

. been occupied and several new ones
~erected or are in process of erection;

' the members of the Baptist congrega-

tion are replacing their old church
with'a new ‘and handsome house of

worship; and the members of the~

German Methodist church will soon

be worshipping in a handsome new .
" brick edifice.

A pretty place

Kenosha is one of the prettiest
places in Wisconsin. It is noted for its
shady streets, -elegant homes and

"beautiful lawns.

It is called the Park City, from the
parklike appearance -of some” of its
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residential streets, shade trees and

_pleasant parks. o
* The city park is surrounded with "

splendid residences and churches
some of which are almost palatial.
Prairie Avenue is also a residential
street, lined with elegant homes sur-
rounded by magnificent lawns, con-
servatories and flowers.

Park Avenue is also a beautiful
residential street, bordered its entire
length by fine shade trees, beautiful
lawns-and elegant residences.

On Prairie Avenue and Park Ave-
nue the trees form a bower over the
streets in the summer, making them
delightful drives.

The homes of Kenosha are very
much like its people. They do not
indulge in very much display or pa-
rade, but around and within their
horhies the visitor will notice an air of
elegance and refinement, sadly lack-
ing in many cities of even much larger
size.

The society people of Kenosha are
as cordial and pleasant as can be met
with anywhere, there being a marked
absence of snobbishness even among
the most exclusive.

Many charming people from the
East have been welcomed to its socie-
ty, churches and clubs, and have given
a stimulus to all social activities in
the city.

. Other improvements

The growth of the city made many
improvements necessary and the mu-
nicipal government has not been slow
fo recognize this. The result has been
that the city has made tremendous

‘solid will be its growth.

strides in the line of improvements
within the past four years.
A breakwater was built at a cost of

B $40,000. A fine iron swinging bridge

tias been built over the river on Grand
Avenug at a cost of $17,600. The plans
and specifications for a magnificent
new high. school. building which will
cost nearly §40,000 when completed,

have been decided upon and $10, 000 of
the money has been raised.

The city has bought and paid for a
city lot upon which to erect the City
Hall, which will be built in the near
future. ’

A system of street lighting has been -

‘put into use anew. These improve-

ments have all been made not only
without issuing a dollar of bonds, but
during that time the interest on the
city debt has been paid punctually and
$25,000 of the principal has been paid.

During this time so pregnant with
growth for Kenosha, several very
elegant residences have been built,

each one' costing - from $15,000 to~

$30,000.

Several large additions to the city
have been platted out and most of the
lots sold. Over 300 new houses have

‘been erected and the demand is still

far in excess of the supply.

" The population has increased within
that period from 6,000 to nearly 10,000
and the prospects are very bright for a
larger and more rapid growth than
ever. .

The facts are that Kenosha offers
advantages that impress every man

‘who sees them and the more widely

known Kenosha is, the more rapid and

" ancestors. The blessmgs we now. en-
.. joy are not the result of a happy
accident. They-are the fruits of the
character, the lives and the teachings
of our forefathers.... they were people
of various capacities and usefulness,
and they built better than they knew.”’

These feelings are common to most
descendants; the comments are those
“of Arthur F. Leet spoken on the 300th

_ auguration as governor of the colony
of Connecticut in 1661.

The pioneering spirit and respon-
sible citizenship that is apparent in
the Leverett Leet family of Somers
today can be traced through 11 gener-
ations, beginning with William Leet.
He sailed from England to arrive in
America during the summer of 1639.

William Leet

An advocate of the separation of
church and state, William landed in
the settlement of New Haven, Conn.,
in pursuit of religious freedom. After
a thorough survey of the region Wil-
liam, with his fellow adventurers,
purchased land from the Indians with
the hatchets, hoes and dishes that
comprised their precious cargo.

This area of New Haven was called

A
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-gestures

uilford; in remembrance of the town:

ngland where many' of them had
‘William, who had trained in law

" -at Cambridge University, served the
colony contmuously as a public ser-

vant and in 1661 became the first
elected governor of Connecticut. -

“In 1689, William’s son, Andrew, as
assistant governor of = Connecticut,

" 'was instrumental in saving the fa-

mous charter that consolidated the
colonies of Connecticut and New
Haven.

When James II demanded the sur-
render of this charter, Andrew ‘‘rose
to his feet and burst into a torrent of
words while one of his accompanying
overturned the
candlesticks.” With the room in
darkness as a result of Andrew’s
maneuver, one of his accomplices was
able to remove the paper and safely
hide it in the gnarled.old oak on the
banks of the Connecticut River, giving
rise to the Legend of the Charter Oak,

Arriving in Kenosha

Two hundred years later, Charles
Leet exhibited the same sense of
adventure as his forefathers when he
left the security of Guilford to join the
‘western migration.
rriving in what was to becom

€
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:  Charles Leet

Kenosha County in the summer of
11835, Charles and his wife, Sarah,
formed an agreement with James
Montgomery to carry out the home-
steading requirements of five years
occupancy for the 320 acrés of land
that Montgomery had claimed
earlier. Montgomery, at this point

. unpleased with smelling “‘the smoke

from his neighbor’s chimney,” con-
tinued to move westward with the new
frontier. .

In 1840 Charles completed the
homestead requirements, received ti-
tle to the property and a deed signed
by President Martin Van Buren. The
Green Bay Trail bisected this acreage
from porth to south and it was this
area that became the focus of early

activity in the town.
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Sarah Leet

Originally Charles raised both
sheep and wheat on the cultivated
portion of his farm. Then in 1842 he
‘built a frame house just south of the
original cabin. This house served as a
home for his family as well as an inn
for travelers and a grocery store for
neighbors.

Fronting the structure was a toll
gate for the plank road that ran from
Racine to Wilmot; Charles served as
tollkeeper.

Somers is ‘born’

In 1843 the Somers town govern-
ment was formed in the room at the
south side of the house. Town meet-
ings continued to be held there until

R, RAge.17)
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KENOSHA VISITING NURSE ASSOCIATION, INC.

A non-profit health care orgcnlzohon
providing quality home heql’rh service fo Kenosha since 1927.

Congratulahons
Kenosha
- On Your ISOih Blrthduy

5159-6th Ave.
Phone 657-3435

Skilled <Servi€es

In-home nursing service; physical therapy; speach pathelogy;
occupational therapy; home health aide service.

Pr:vate Duty Services o

R N., I. P N, Alde and Compamon serwces, In-home beauhcton'
servnces by oppomtment

Blook Pressure Screening

Free m-offlce blood pressure screenings Monday-Fr:day, 1-4pm; In-home
blood pressure screenings by’ appointment.

=

Reimbursement

Our services are reimbursed, when qualified, by Medicare, Medicaid,
veteran and private insurance, individual payment or fhe

United Way of Kenosha County.

Further Information

We provide service 7 days a week, 24 hours a day, including hohdoys.
Business/Office hours 7:30-4:30 pm Monday-Friday.
Day or night, telephone 657-3435.

Home care-we send our best

Board of Directors

Laon Paccuce, President Barry U
Paul Gagliardi, Vice President Sylvia Novin
Patrcia Kalder, Secrefary . Williom Schend
5159 6th’ Ave, . Emil Kregar, Treasurer Virginia Staht
Kenatha, Wi 53140 657.3435 John Carrathers Eugena Soens

Naotaile Crossin




(Continued from page 15)
the construction of the town hall in
1859, g . ’

Charles, a generous man, was not
oblivious to his accountability to
church and state. In 1845 he donated
an acre for the construction of a
school on the corner of Somers and
Green Bdy roads. In the same year he
donated an acre to.the Presbyterian
Church.

Born in 1838 while the family still
occupied the ‘log cabin, George F.
Leet aspired beyond the practicality

_and hard work of his father and chose
to raise race horses. Risking his
wife’s family inheritance, Charles in-
vested $3,000 in a stallion, Bayfalas,
which he had shipped from England.

He prepared for the animal’s. ar-
rival by installing a race track and a
trainer on the grounds. He also en-

.gaged 50 mares to breed with the.

“stallion. His faith in Bayfalas was so
strong that he refused a $5,000 cash
offer for the horse from J.1. Case of
“Racine. :
1t is speculated that George and his
wifeJessie, cried on the day that the
horse’s. colic. caused its premature
death. S

Two of George'’s sons, George Park

and Fred, remained loyal to the home- -

stead, and farmed together for many
years.  Fred remained a bachelor
while George Park married and had
“two sons. Farming was different for
these men than it had been for any of
their ancestors.

Crops consisted of corn, oats and
hay ‘and the coming of automation

aided in dairy farming from 1923 to
1941. ) :
The year 1924 initiated a run-of bad

~luck for the brothers. Among other

misfortunes, Fred lost an arm in a
corn husker.

In 1927 the acreage was reduced
when the family sold 33 acres, includ-
ing the site of the original cabin, for
the formation of Petrifying Springs
Park. The Depression years that fol-
lowed were a continual struggle for

“the farmers and were compounded by

epidemics of tuberculosis and Bang’s
disease. The Leet family lost a herd of
cows - many people lost their farms.

In 1932 as George Park’s eldest son,
Leverett, prepared to graduate from

high school, a disabling accident again _
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_The ‘ll-room Leet homestead, bullt in 1840, was torn down in 1968

~struck the brothers. George lost his

ileg in a sawmill accident. Anxious to
preserve the farm and its heritage, he
relied upon son Leverett.

The Depression precluded op-
portunities of either employment or
education for Leverett. He became a
willing farmer. When in 1935 he
brought his bride, Virginia, to the
farm, a house awaited them and the
future seemed preordained.

With his father’'s $30 per month
insurance dismemberment check and
the diligent help of his wife and uncle,
Leverett’s farm survived. His brother
Elwin, 6% years his junior, chose to
become a county agent and for 25
years served Racine County.

17

Leverett chose to toil for his land.
He did not hesitate to work for Nash
Motors at night and on the farm
during the day. His wife nurtured a
flock of 500 turkeys to assure a mort-
gage loan from the Federal Land
Bank. L ’

By 1942 Leverett raised truck crops
of carrots, beets, cabbages and
tomatoes. He also raised cattle for
breeding and for the show circuit. The
couple had two daughters and a son.

The Leets, in 1967, sold 80 acres of
farmland to the state of Wisconsin for
the formation of the University of
Wisconsin-Parkside, o

The Leets have, over the years,
been involved in the nation’s war
efforts. George F. spent two years of
the Civil War with a Wisconsin regi-
ment in Kentucky, Years later Elwin
served with the Marines in World War
1L oL

Leverett, at. 26 and with a farm’
deferment, spent these war years
servicing farms with his threshing
machine.

The family’s ultimate war effort,
however, came on April 13, 1972, when
Leverett’s son, David, a Marine pilot
serving in Vietnam, was declared
missing in action.

Today, 400 acres of Leets Island,
Connecticut, are still occupied by
descendants of Willlam Leet. The
granite from the island’s quarry has
built the base of the Statue of Liberty.
One hundred acres of Kenosha County
are still occupied by descendants of

" Charles Leet. The story of this family
has built a base for the history of
Kenosha County. :

7

Providing Leadership Since 1916.

Representing 780 Businesses, Professional and Industrial

Members In Kenosha Area ...

P.O. BOX 518 S5

KENOSHA, WIS. 53141

.)"\.

KENOSHA AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, INC.

PHONE 414 - 654-2165
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Tradition In Ken())ha‘ Fo ver

Tysons
Sports Center
Present Day

Fifty Years

ysons n 1935,

NEW!
CRIMEFIGHTERS

BIKE LOCKS

$350 GUARANTEE, 8"
Shackle, carded

Retail Value
324 .98

TYSONS .
Reg. Price

‘19“&:&.

No. 50-D v

SALE PRICED

3_‘ 488

STORE HOURS
Mon.-Thurs. 10-5:30
Fri., 10-7, Sat. 9-4

Closed Sunday

For over Fifty years we've been Kenosha's Sports Center
and to all our friends and customers, we owe you our
thanks. In 1930 when Robert J. Tyson first opened the
doors he opened them with quality merchandise at a fair
and honest price, and basic good service. Over Filty years
later we continue striving to keep those high standards.
We know of no-other way to do business. You expeet the
“best quality, price and service at Tyson’s and we do our
 very best to deliver it

Here Is ]ust A Sample of The Old Fashioned Bargams.

GENUINE
G.I. AMMO BOXES

In Short Supply For Many Years

Coleman
1 GALION FUEL

© Made of heavy gouge steel  PORTABLE WATER PROOF

L, LL) ¢t mdapeiold ™S STORAGE FOR:
Gal. -qufvpmc,g.;ip:ooma :;Z‘ﬁif:;i;?”‘“‘"’" _ AB 500
o Ured excelientcondition + Somi A1
© Boaters
BIKE INNER TUBES
Reg.Price  SALE  § ' 44 AB300 30 Ca. (10"x3%"x6% ") .co.  *1.99
$949 PRICED AB500 50 Cal. (117/x5%% X7} evevevrernn. $2.99

= SPORTS, INC.

‘Robert J. Tysun

Fotinder

To € vl(»bmle l\enmha s 150th 4nnwersar3 TYSON'S PRESENTS: Tremendous Saungs Durmg Our

SESQUI-CENTENNIAL SALE OF SALES

From ’
Jennings Firearms, Inc.

The All New S

JENNINGS
MODEL J-22

AUTOMATIC PISTOI.
Caliber: 22 Long Rifle

Mag. Capacity: 6 Rounds

Barrel Length: 2.5 Inches

Empty Weight: 13 oz.

O.A. length: 5 In.

O.A. Height: 3% In.

SALE PRICED

566

6201-14th Ave.
Kenosha

654-5345




Ploneers whoﬂshaped

John Bullen Jr.
(1803 — )

John Bullen Jr. is generally recog-
nized by historians ‘as: the man who
founded Pike Creek, a Wisconsin com-
munity that later became Southport
and later still was renamed Kenosha.

A New  Yorker like many of the
early settlers in this area, Bullen rode
a horse along the Lake Michigan
shoreline to reach Pike Creek and
stake out a claim for the eastern land
company he represented.

The idea of claiming Wisconsin land
as a site for a fledgling community
grew ‘out of a meeting at the Bullen
home in Hannibal, N.Y.; in 1834. The
group decided (to send out an ex-
ploratory party to pick out a suitable
site for the project.

The venture was to be a profit-
sharing affair, with members sharing

the contemplated  profits from the - -

increased land values that would re-
sult as the population grew.

In 1835, the Western Emigration Co.
was formed and Bullen was named
secretary. The group hoped to raise
§$8,000 to finance the project, but only
400 shares at $10 a share were sold,
Eventually enough financing was as-

sured and the - exploratory party
headed west on March 25, 1835.
But Bullen, who had been named a
member of the group, was not with
them, He was detained by business in

- Hannibal, where he served as post-
master, and followed at a later date.
Initially, the exploratory party was
impressed with Milwaukee as a site

- for their future settlement. But in-

spection determined that most of the
lakeshore property already had been
staked out there and the price of the
land was too costly.

Then the exploratory party turned
its attention to Racine, but after an
initial agreement had been reached, a
dispute developed and the Western
Imigration Co. sent Bullen out as a
special agent to resolve the dispute.
When he determined that no solution
was possible, Bullen turned his atten-
tion south, and it was then that the
Pike Creek site .was selected for the
projected community.

It was Bullen who made the formal
claim on behalf of the land company

~on June 14, 1835, and it was he who
became . recognized as Kenosha’s
founder.

After staking out a claim of hlS own
and building a house, Bullen returned
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enosha

John Bullen Jr.
.« Pike Creek founder

east for the winter, but returned the
following spring with a boatload of
provisions and seeds for the settlers.
That cargo, which arrived on May 10,
1836, was the first cargo of provisions
to reach the young settlement.
‘Bullen also was given credit for

building the first house south of Pike

Creek in July of 1835. And together
with  N.R. ~Allen, another early
pioneer, established the first business
enterprise in the settlement, the firm
of Allen and Bullen, and built the first
store in the community.

Bullen also served on thescommit-
tee that drafted the act of incorpora-
tion of the village of -Southport .in
December of 1840, and he was elected
a village trustee in the elections that
were held the following spring. Later
he actively supported the campaign to
build the settlement’s first harbor.

He became an extensive land-

" holder in the area and engaged in the
. real estate and merchandising field

until 1852. But near the end of that
year he gave up his business interests,
although he continued to live'here as
late as 1857.

After that, he spent considerable
time in the Walworth .County com-
munity of Lyons, and as late as 1879,
he was engaged in the merchandising
field in Elba, Minn.

He is buried in Green Ridge Ceme-
tery.

On Nov. 1, 1966, the Kenosha school

‘board gave Bullen long overdue recog-

nition by naming Bullen Junior ngh
School after him.

NR. Allen
(= 1890)
Nathan R." Allen and John Bullen

are credited with having. built the first* ©

houses in-Southport, and Allen later

founded what at that time was_con-

sidered the world’s largest tannery.
With the tannery as his base, Allen

. soon became one of the most.suc-
cessful “businessmen -in ‘the - young
Southport community:

In conjunction with another area
pioneer, Levi Grant, Allen opened the
tannery in the north part of town in
1856. After Grant’s retirement, Allen
and William H. Smith built a larger
tannery, and.at the same time Smith,
established a factory and salesroom
in Rockford, IlL., for the purpose of
producing and selling farm and buggy
harnesses that largely consisted of the
leather that had been tanned in South-
port.

At Smith’s request, the partnership
was dissolved several years later, and
Smith shifted his base of operations to
Rockford while Allen remained in

- Southport to operate the tannery.
_Allen’s first plant consisted of a
small frame building on the east bank

N.R, Allen
... tannery founder

of the Pike River. History books
describe Allen as an excellent busi-
nessman, a man of the old school who
was honest to a fault and ‘“‘always
willing to give value received.”

The Allen tannery operation was
not a one-man effort. Allen soon took

two of his sons into the venture. In
1869, after he had served a full appren-
ticeship, his oldest son, Charles W.,
became a partner in the firm. About
10 years later; a second son, N.R.
Allen Jr., also was made a partner. At
that time, the firm name was changed
to “N.R. Allen & Sons.”

This arrangement continued until
April 20, 1890, when the senior Allen
died. Upon his death the sons formed
a partnership under the firm name of
“N.R. Allen’s Sons.”

They also purchased from the other
beirs their interest in the estate of
their father in the tanning business,
and carried on the business with
‘renewed vigor.

But there were obstacles to over-
come. Shortly after their father died,
disaster struck. On Feb. 2, 1890, the
plant was almost destroyed by a
fierce fire which left only the pow-
erhouse and one other small building
intact.
~ Adjoining the tannery on the east
was the old Pennoyer Sanitarium,
which, with the exception of one small
cottage, also burned to the ground.

The Pennoyer property had been sold

to the Allens shortly before the senior
Allen died. There reportedly had been
friction between the Allens and Dr.
Nelson Pennoyer, who is said to have
complained that the tannery was pol-
luting his water supply.

But the tannery continued to pros-
per and grew. from a business that
occupied less than an acre of ground
space to one that included 28 buildings
and covered 111/,kacres In the years
just after 1900, the Allens twice con-
structed additions to the plant.

At peak production, the firm is said
to have employed an average of 1,000
men who used domestic hides to pro-

,duce heavy sole leather and harness

and saddlery leather. In those days,
the company’s hide department
purchased over 1,000,000 hides annual-
ly and had the capacity to produce
4,000 sides of leather daily, or
25,000,000 pounds of finished leather a
year.

The firm suffered through strikes in
1906, 1907, and 1909 and was sold. in
1812. The plant was sold at auction in
1929, but by then the Allens had gone
into the textiles business under the-
‘“Allen-A"’ label.

Col. Michael Frank
... Kenosha’s first mayor

Col. Michael Frank
(1804-1894)

Historians have called Col. Michael
Frank ‘“‘the Father of Wisconsin
Education”’ for good reason.

This easterner, who came with his
wife to the Southport community from
New York state in October 1839, did
much to secure a free publnc educa-
tion system for his community and the
state of Wisconsin.

Frank was elected Southport’s first
president in 1840, and also became
Kenosha’s first mayor after its in-
corporation in 1850.

Also in 1840, he joined C. Latham
Sholes in editing the Southport Tele-
graph and was commissioned a colo-
nel in the 4th Wisconsin Militia by
Governor Dodge.

Although he never enjoyed the ben-
efit of a college education, Frank had
been an avid reader in his youth and
also had been keenly interested in
public speaking. Shortly after his ar-
rival in Southport, Frank organized a
discussion group that debated the
issues of the day. It was this forum
that led him into the political arena,

" and he was appointed to the Territo-

rial Council in 1843.

During his two terms, Frank cam-
paigned vigorously for a free public
education system in the state and also
was a proponent of switching from a
territorial to a state government.

Both of his pet projects eventually
were adopted. Frank made his first
proposal for adoption of the state
government system in 1844, but he
began to advocate a free public school
system much earlier.

Frank’s idea was that everyone

" should have an opportunity to obtain

at least an elementary education at

(continued on page 21)



John Bullen Jr.
(1803 — )

John Bullen Jr. is generally recog-
nized by historians as the man who
founded Pike Creek, a Wisconsin com-
munity that later became Southport
and later still was renamed Kenosha.

A New Yorker like many of the

early settlers in this area, Bullen rede
a horse along the Lake Michigan
shoreline to reach Pike Creek and
stake out a claim for the eastern land
company he represented.

The idea of claiming Wisconsin land
as a site for a fledgling community
grew out of a meeting at the Bullen
home in Hannibal, N.¥., in 1834, The
group decided to send out an ex-
ploratory party to pick out a suitable
site for the project. =

The venture was to be a profit-
sharing affair, with members sharing

the cpntemplated profits  from the - .

increased land values that would re-
sult as the population grew.

In 1835, the Western Emigration Co.
was formed and Bullen was named
secretary. The group hoped to raise
$8,000 to finance the project, but only
400 shares at $10 a share were sold.
Eventually enough financing was as-

sured and the . exploratory party
headed west on March 25, 1835.

But Bullen, who had been named a
member of the group, was not with
them. He was detained by business in
Hannibal, where he served as post-
master, and followed at a later date.

Initially, the exploratory party was

- impressed with Milwaukee as a site

for their future settlement. But in-
spection determined that most of the

~ lakeshore property already had been

staked out there and the price of the
land was too costly.

Then the .exploratory party turned
its attention to Racine, but after an
initial agreement had been reached, a
dispute developed and the Western
Imigration Co. sent Bullen out as a

- -special agent to resolve the dispute.

When he determined that no solution
was possible, Bullen turned his atten-
tion south, and it was then that the
Pike Creek site .was selected for the
projected community.

It was Bullen who made the formal

" claim on behalf of the land company

on June 14, 1835, and it was he who
became recognized as Kenosha's
founder.

After staking out a claim of ms own
and building a house, Bullen returned
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Ploneers who{shapedf Kenosha

John Bullen Jr.
... Pike Creek founder

east for the winter, but returned the
following spring with a boatload of
provisions and seeds for the settlers.
That cargo, which arrived on May 10,
1836, was the first cargo of provisions
to reach the young settlement.
Bullen also was given credit for
building the first house south of Pike

Creek in July of 1835. And together
with, N.R. 'Allen, another early
ploneer established the first business
enterprise in the settlement, the firm
of Allen and Bullen, and built the first
store in the community.

Bullen also served on the commit-
tee that drafted the act of incorpora-
tion of .the village of Southport in
December of 1840, and he was elected

- a village trustee in the elections that
‘were held the following spring. Later

he actively supported the campaign to
build the settlement’s first harbor.
He became an extensive land-

" holder in the area and engaged in the
. real estate and merchandising field

until 1852, But near the end of that
year he gave up his business interests,
although he continued to live here as
late as 1857.

After that, he spent considerable
time in the Walworth .County com-
munity of Lyons, and as late as 1879,
he was engaged in the merchandising
field in Elba, Minn.

He is buried in Green Rlclge Ceme-
tery.

On Nov. 1, 1966, the Kenosha school

.board gave Bullen long overdue recog-

nition by naming Bullen Junior High
School after him. :

NR. Allen
(— 1890)

Nathan R. Allen and John Bullen
are credited thh having built the first
houses-in Southport, and Allen later
founded what at that time was con-
sidered the world’s largest tannery.

With the tannery as his base, Allen

. soon became one of the most suc-
cessful- businessmen - in the young
Southport community.

In conjunction with another .area -

pioneer, Levi Grant, Allen opened the
tannery in the north part of town in
1836. After Grant’s retirement, Allen
and William H. Smith built a larger
tannery, and.at the same time Smith,
established a factory and salesroom
in Rockford, Ill., for the purpose of
producing and selling farm and buggy
harnesses that largely consisted of the
leather that had been tanned in South-
port.

At Smith’s request, the partnership
was dissolved several years later, and
Smith shifted his base of operations to
~ Rockford while Allen remained in

- Southport to operate the tannery.

Allen’s first plant consisted of a

small frame building on the east bank

N.R. Allen
... tannery founder

of the Pike River. History books
describe Allen as an excellent busi-
nessman, a man of the old school who
was honest to a fault and ‘‘always
willing to give value received.”

The Allen tannery operation was
not a one-man effort. Allen soon took

two of his sons into the venture. In
1869, after he had served a full appren-
ticeship, his oldest son, Charles W.,
became a partner in the firm. About
10 years later; a second son, N.R.
Allen Jr., also was made a partner. At

that time, the firm name was changed .

to “N.R. Allen & Sons.”

This: ‘arrangement continued until
April 20, 1890, when the senior Allen
died. Upon his death the sons formed
a partnership under the firm name of
“N.R. Allen’s Sons.””.

They also purchased from the other
heirs their interest in the estate of
their father in the tanning business,
and carried on the business with
Tenewed vigor,

But there were obstacles to over-
come. Shortly after their father died,
disaster struck. On Feb. 2, 1890, the
plant was almost destroyed by a
fierce fire which left only the pow-
erhouse and one other small building
intact.
~ Adjoining the tannery on the east
was the old Pennoyer Sanitarium,
which, with the exception of one small
cottage, also burned to the ground.

The Pennoyer property had been sold

to the Allens shortly before the senior
Allen died. There reportedly had been
friction between the Allens and Dr.
Nelson Pennoyer, who is said to have
complained that the tannery was pol-

~luting his water supply.

But the tannery continued to pros-
per and grew from a business that
occupied less than-an acre of ground
space to one that included 28 buildings
and covered 1114 acres. In the years
just after 1900, the Allens twice con-
structed additions to the plant.

At peak production, the firm is said
to have employed an average of 1,000
men who used domestic hides to pro-

.duce heavy sole leather and harness

and saddlery leather. In those days,
the company’s hide department
purchased over 1,000,000 hides annual-
ly and had the capacity fo produce
4,000 sides of leather daily, or
25,000,000 pounds of finished leather a
year.

The firm suffered through strikes in

1906, 1907, and 1909 and was sold in

1912. The plant was sold at auction in
1929, but by then the Allens had gone
into the textiles business under the
“Allen-A" label.

"Col. Michael Frank

... Kenosha’'s first mayor

Col. Michael Frank
(1804-1894)

Historians have called Col. Michael
Frank ‘“the Father of Wisconsin
Education”’ for good reason.

This easterner, who came with his
wife to the Southport community from
New York state in October 1839, did
much to secure a free publgc educa-
tion system for his community and the
state of Wisconsin.

Frank was elected Southport’s first
president in 1840, and also became
Kenosha's first mayor after its in-
corporation in 1850,

Also in 1840, he joined C. Latham
Sholes in editing the Southport Tele-
graph and was commissioned a colo-
nel in the 4th Wisconsin Militia by
Governor Dodge.

Although he never enjoyed the ben-
efit of a college education, Frank had
been an avid reader in his youth and
also had been keenly interested in
public speaking. Shortly after his ar-
rival in Southport, Frank organized a
discussion group that debated the
issues of the day. It was this forum
that led him into the political arena,

- and he was appointed to the Territo-

rial Council in 1843.

During his two terms, Frank cam-
paigned vigorously for a free public
education system in the state and also
was a proponent of switching from a
territorial to a state government.

Both of his pet projects eventually
were adopted. Frank made his first
proposal for adoption of the state
government system in 1844, but he
began to advocate a free public school
system much earlier.

Frank’s idea was that everyone
should have an opportunity to obtain
at least an elementary education at

(continued on page 21)



Kenosha’s Oldest Dealer
We've been around a long time, there must be a reason. ..
Take A Look At Our Progress In Kenosha’s History :

Our present location 7514 Sheridan Road

GRANGER OLDSMOBILE

o 7514 Sheridan Rd.




{Continued from page 19)

. public expense. He began to: promote' 4

.the idea of free. public schools, sup-
ported by ‘tax dollars, in 1840 while
associated with .the Kenosha Tele-
graph. He continued to advocate the
plan in subsequent. years, and in-
- troduced bills in the state Legislature
to establish the free 'school system,
only to see them defeated. ‘
In 1845, however, he succeeded in
obtaining passage of a bill authorizing
the establishment of a free school
within the corporate limits of South-
port, contingent on majority approval
of the community residents.
That proved no easy task, however,
The first town meeting on the mat-
ter broke up in confusion, but Frank

and his fellow supporters of the free -

school plan — among them Reuben
Deming — refused to give up. They
continued their campaigning - with
leaflets and speeches, and the plan
was approved at a second meetmg by
a:90-79 vote.

On June 16, 1845, the first free
school west of the Allegheny Moun-
tains opened in temporary gquarters,
and the following year a brick school -
had been built to replace it. i

At the legislative session of 1848,
Frank was named to a three-member
commission . to revise ~Wisconsin’s
education laws to conform to the state
- -government framework. Frank’s ma-

jor contribution to this task was the
. formulation of a free school code to.

conform with the state constitution. .
" Later Frank also served on the

University of Wisconsin Board of Re-
gents. Today his memory lives on in
Kenosha in the elementary school that
bears his name.

.-few chairs and some even stood.

- Reuben H. Deming
(— 1867)

Reuben H. Deming was one of the
first ministers to preach the Gospel in
the Pike Creek settlement that was to
become the city of Kenosha.-

After a five-week trip from New

‘England .in 1836 to ‘reach what was

known then as Pike Creek, Deming
answered- a knock on the door of his
unfinished cabin on the day after his
arrival and was greeted by one Austin
Kellogg.

Kellogg informed Deming, who was
an ordained minister in the Methodist
Episcopal faith and had preached in
Vermont and New Hampshire, that
members of the community were in-
tending to hold a service in his home
and that Deming was to preach. Then
Kellogg left, presumably to invite
people to attend the service.
About 100 persons lived in the com-
mumty at that time and some 70 of

. 'them turned out for the service. They

sat on blocks of wood, nail kegsand a

Historians have noted that Deming
always drew full houses to his ser-
vices, and had the good sense to avoid
questions of dectrine, about which
people disagreed, and simply de-
livered a helpful message of advice,
cheer dnd. hope 'to. the spiritually
hungry gathering.

Deming not: only served: the com-
munity as a volunteer preacher and
pastor, but also in a number of other
capacities. Among them were repre-
sentative in the territorial leglslature,
supervisor, school commissioner,
alderman, justice of the peace and
city treasurer
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Reuben H. Deming
.. .early preacher
To support his family, Deming en-

gaged in the mercantile business with -
- his brother-in-law, Charles Durkee.

During his lifetime, Deming cham-
pioned many causes, but foremost
among them were education, anti-
slavery and temperance. He joined
Michael ‘Frank, who arrived in the
area in 1839, to champion the cause of

. -a better school system. Together, and

with the support of others, they
spearheaded a campaign for a free,
tax-supported school.-

With the arrival of German and
Irish immigrants in the community,
opponents - of -the free school plan
questioned whether they should be
taxed to educate the children of the
immigrants. .
*'Yes,” answered Deming.

“You

Corner 58th St. ’& 7th Ave.
Happy Birthday Kenoshal!
You are the best thing that

Downtown Kenosha

“and I and all of us should be taxed for
“:schools in which our children and the .

children of the German and Irish
immigrants . can get an education

“which will help in making them better

citizens than you and I are.”
After some early setbacks, the free

" school plan was approved by a 90-79

vote at a town meeting. When the
school was erected, critics derisively
called it “Deming’s Castle.”” But the
opening of that first free school,
which was believed to be the first
west of the Allegheny Mountains, on
June 18, 1845, set the pattern for other
communities to follow. 7

““The question was settled by ballot,
not by bullet,”” Deming wrote.

1t would have been strange if Dem-
ing had ‘not been horrified by the
horrors and injustices of slavery, so it
was natural that his home became a
link on the ‘“‘underground railroad”
that helped slaves escape the South in
their search for freedom. He
preached persistently of -the *‘op-
pressed and the downtrodden,” and
expressed  the hope “‘that. those 'in
bondage might be set free.”

This led to his trial on unspeufled
charges before an ecclesiastical court
of the Methodist Episcopal church,
but he was acquitted on Feb, 13, 1846.

Demmi similarly was.in the front
ranks of those who advocated a pledge
of total abstinence. From early
manhood until the end of his days, his
voice was forever on the side of every
temperance movement.

To assure that Demmg s contribu-
tions ‘to the free school campaign
would not be forgotten, the Kenosha

"school - board ~named ' the Deming
- Elementary School a!tqr him.
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e’r Pro,u,T:o-,Ha,vé Been Able T}O
History!

Be A Part Of Kenosha’s

-

. JOANNE FRANKS i
Joanne came {0 us from Kenosha Memorial
- Hospital where she was employed for the
past 16 years, With her background as a
" Medical “Information System operator, it
-didn't take much to. convert her to our’
American . Airlines SABRE Computer. She
completed training at the American Airlines
Learning Center in Dallas, Texas and started
in our Commercial Department on October
st :
¢

LYNN OLSON
A resident of Racine, joined our operation in
October of 1983, She attended U.W.
Parkside as a math maijor,. then transferred
to Gateway, and completed the Travel
Agents Training Course. She then enrolled in
the CRT School of Milwaukee to complete
her computer training. She has traveled
extensively and has just returned from a
vacation in Europe. lynn is in our Retail

Dept. and part of her duties are the bus:

tours that we offer through .oGr Discovery
Club,

Pictured above are the pflncupu!s of the :ccm :u;’ny Front row, John and Bar-
bra Kovachik, Founders. Back row Garth, Linda and Brad Kovachik.
i X el .

'CELEBRATING 30 YEARS

As Kenos

KATHY PETERMAN
After graduating from the Travel Agents
course At Gateway, Kathy come to work for
us in August of this year. She is a resident of
the Paddock lake area, and has travelled
throughout the World. Kathy is another
member of our Commercial Department.

a’s Specialists in Planned Travel

MIKE BUGALECK!
Mike is o graduate of St. Joseph High
School and & native of Kenosha. After High'
School, he obtained an Associate Degree in
Hotel Management from Gateway. He has
also graduated from the American Airlines
Learning Center in Dallas as well as Breech
Academy in Kansas City. Mike has over 6
years of experience in the travel industry
and is another member of our Retail Dept.

Kovachik Trave

5927 Sixth Avenue A Kenosha W1 53140
Telephone (414) 654-9133

. 'STACEY HERCHIAN
Stacey. began her -employment with us. in
Jonuary of this year, and. came fo us with .
over 7 yeors ‘of travel ‘experience.. She
moved to Kenosha '3 years ago from the
Whitewater - area, ‘and . heads: up -our

- Commercial Department.

ANN TITHOF
Ann is a native of Kenosha, and began her
association with us in October of this year.
She is o graduate of Tremper, and has
attended TWA’s  Training Academy - in
Konsas City as well as American Airlines
Learning Center in Dallas, Texas. She comes
to us with over 5 years experience in the
travel industry, and during that time
travelled throughout the United States and
the Caribbean. Ann is a member of our
Retail Department.




Charles Durkee
... beached by storm

Charles Durkee
(1805-1870)

A stormy voyage on what ‘started’

_out to be a Chicago-to-Milwaukee trip

on Lake Michigan brought Charles.

‘Durkee to Kenosha, where he was to

play a vital role in the city. and the
nation’s history.

Born in Royalton, Vt., on Dec. 12,
1805, Durkee- and his first wife, the
former Catherine P. Dana, decided in

71836 to head West toward Chicago,

with Milwaukee as their eventual des- -
tination. But the schooner they were

sailing on tan into stormy weather

and had only reached Pike Creek, as
Kenosha was known as in those days,
after a week’s travel.

. ‘When the storm - subsided, the
seasick Durkees persuaded the ship’s
captain to put in at the little settle-
ment. Captivated by the beauty of the

‘area, they decided to make Pike

Creek their home, and settled in a log
cabin overlooking Lake Michigan at
the mouth of the Pike River. Durkee
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became involved in real estate and
soon became the largest real estate
holder in the community.

In the process, he also became a
leading citizen of the young communi-~
ty. After the death of his first wife at
the age of 25 in August of 1837, Durkee

-also busied himself with politics, and

‘'when Wisconsin gained official terri-

torial status in 1836, he was chosen to’
represent the area in the House at the

first session of the state legislature in

Belmont, Wis.

Later he served in the U.S. House of
Representatives from 1849 to 1853,
and was elected to the U.S. Senate in
1854, By that time he had switched his
political affiliation from the Free Soil -
party to the recently-formed Re-
publican party, and thus became the
first Republican senator not only from
Wisconsin, which had attained state-

- hood in 1848, but also in the nation.

When ill health forced him to move to
Salt Lake City, Utah, he was ap-
pointed territorial governor of Utah in
1865 by President Andrew Johnson. -

Chnstopher Sholes
(1819-1890)

A monument in Utica, N.Y., bears
the inscription, ‘‘Christopher Latham
Sholes, one of the greatest benefac-

" tors of mankind.” Millions of people
throughout the world who.use type-
writers at work today would readily
agree with that assessment.

Sholes collaborated with several
'others to produce the first workable

* typewriter in 1867.
Kenosha, then known as Southport,

for 18 years and also served as its J

postmaster.

The first practical typewriter was
perfected and patented in 1868, The
first commercially manufactured ma-
chine reached the marketplace in
1873.

Sholes developed the machine that

¢ revolutionized the business world
when he was 49, after being a bedrid-
den invalid for- 15 years. He was
dubious of its success, according to a
daughter, Mrs. Charles L. Fortier of
Milwaukee, and finally sold his rights

" to it to a business associate, James’

Densmore of Milwaukee, for the

paltry sum of $13,000.

Mrs. Fortier typed on the machine
when she was 15 or 16 and became
recognized as the world’s first typist.

" The first typewriter was a crude
affair that resembled a sewing ma-
chine but had a keyboard like a piano.
A clockmaker friend of Sholes, Mat-
thias Schwalbach, suggested its
banked keyboard.

Also associated with them in the
production of the machine were
Carlos Glidden, who shared the patent
with Sholes, and S.W. Soule, a printer.

Although Sholes did not live to see
the typewriter become popular and
profitable, he did recognize that it
would have a profound effect on the
business world, and on the status of
women in-particular.

““I feel that I have done something

for women who have always worked -

so hard,” he said. “This will enable
them to make a living more easily.”

And indeed it did. The introduction
of the typewriter permitted women,
who had been previously restricted to
such occupations as nursing and

teaching to.bnter, the,husiness worldy’ '’ and,”dn

He lived in -

C.L. Sholes, editor and inventor‘pf'typewriter

first as typists and later in posmons of
responsibility.

The typewriter also paved the way

for a new system of education. Col-
leges discarded their exclusive
academic cloak and began to teach
practical subjects. Business schools
and vocational schools sprang up in all
areas to do the same thing. Prod-
uction of accounting and adding ma-
chines, typewriter ribbons and carbon
paper were natural byproducts of the
typewriter.

Sholes was born in Mooresburg,
Pa., on Feb. 24, 1819. He moved to

Green Bay in May 1837 and came to,

Kenosha from Madison in 1840.

While in Kenosha he founded and
edited the Southport Telegraph, a
publication that preceded the Kenosha
News. He was appointed postmaster
by President James Polk in 1844 and
served two terms in the state Legisla-
ture.

He moved to Milwaukee in 1858,

"\ish, sefved"as. pb§t’n§ésiér’ e
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-commissioner of public works, cus-
toms collector and editor of the Mil-
waukee Daily Sentinel and the Mil-
walkee Daily News.

Sholes died in Milwaukee in com-
:parative poverty in 1890, After his
death, Milwaukee recognized his
greatness by erecting a monument
over his grave in Forest Home Ceme-
tery.

In 1873, Densmore contracted with-
a New York firm, Remington & Sons,
to manufacture 25,000 typewriters.
Only 400 were sold, but before long the
typewriter was renowned across the
land. - -

Among its early users was Mark
Twain, who wrote to a brother: “I am
‘trying to get the hang of this new-
fangled writing machine, but am not
making a shining success of it ... and
yet I perceive I shall soon and easily
acquire a fine facility for its use ...
-since one chiefly needs swiftness in
banging the keys. It piles an awful

Stack of, Wonds.of Dhe phgs.! . fo e
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History " notes that Durkee suc-
cessfully lobbied the federal govern-
ment for funds to locate a harbor at
‘the.mouth of the Pike River. Congress
allocated $12,500 to that project in’
1884 and an additional $15,000 in 1885."

Always. community-minded,
Durkee joined C. Latham Sholes and
Michael Frank to lead the fight for a
free public school supported by tax

dollars.. The school became a reality
in 1849. The community later named
schools which still exist in-honor of
Frank and Durkee, and Sholes Went on
to invent the typewriter.

Durkee also donated land for. a city
park and a Protestant cemetery,
which today is known as Green Ridge
Cemetery. Later he dopated 56 vol-
umes to the public schoo}l library and

funds to the schools for a microscope.
When forced to move West, he
donated his house and grounds to the'
Eplscopal church for conversion into

- a girls’ school. The school, was ori-~

ginally called St. Clair’s’ Hall, but
later/became Kemper Hall. -

A pac:flst ‘Durkee became involved
in the American Peace Movement.and.
was one of 21 U.S. delegates to an
international peace- conference . in
Paris, .France jinm - 1848,

‘Durkee left Kenosha several times.
He farmed for two years in the Wind-
sor area near Madison, but he re-
turned to Kenosha, only to leave again
for Utah because of rheumatism. He
lived in Salt Lake City from 1865 to
1869, when his health deteriorated and
he decided to return to Kenosha. But
_he developed pneumonia on the return
“trip and died in Omaha, Neb. on Jan.
14, 1870

He and his flrst wife are buried in-
Green Rxdge Cemetery.

f

Louxs P. Harvey
(1820-1862)

Cordelia A. Harvey .
(1824-1895) ,

Louis Powell Harvey achieved a
distinction during his lifetime that no
other Kenoshan has matched. He is.
the only person from this community
to become governor of the state of
Wisconsin.

Harvey arrived in this area in 1841,
and since he was well educated, it was
natural that he turned his talents to
teaching.

He had attended Western Reserve
University for two years and also had
taught in Kentucky and at Woodward
College in Connecticut.

About 1838, a select school had been
opened in the community, and in 1839
it was incorporated into Southport
Academy. Harvey became the
academy’s principal in 1841, and su-
pervised it until 1844.

In 1843, he also helped edit the
Southport American, a newspaper
that was published on the north side
beginning in 1841. That newspaper
was discontinued in 1849.

Harvey stepped into the political
arena soon after his arrival in South-
port. After his first year of residence,
he was nominated for various public
offices and almost invariably was

(AT I



Louis arvey
... became governor

(Continued froni page 23)
elected. He was appointed postmaster
during President Tyler’s term in of-
fice but was asked to resign when he
could not go along with all of the Tyler
administration’s policies.

" In 1847, he left Southport to settle in
the Rock County community of Clin-
ton, where he rdan a country store.
Four years later, he moved to Shop-
iere, another Rock County village,
where -he also operated a country
store. )

It was at this point that his political
career skyrocketed. At various times,
he served as a member of the con-
stitutional convention, state senator,
secretary of state, land commissioner
and -a member of the University of
Wisconsin board of regents. Finally,
on Jan. 6, 1861, he was elected gov-
ernor of Wisconsin,

Following the battle of Shiloh, Gov.
Harvey thought it his duty togo to the
scene of the action to alleviate the

suffering of Wisconsin soldiers who °

were serving in the Civil War.

There, he met an untimely death on
April 19, 1862. While waiting in Savan-
nah, Ga., on a boat until another craft’
could come to take him north, the two
boats bumped and the governor was
pitched overboard. Before he could be
rescued, the treacherous current car-
ried him away and he drowned.

Gov. Harvey had married the

former Cordelia Adelaide Perrine, a~

native of New York state who had
come to Southport at the age of 16
with her family in 1840. She taught
school here, met Harvey and became
his bride in 1845.

After his.death, she was appointed a
state sanitary agent and earned re-
nown as ‘‘the Wisconsin Angel’”” by
visiting Wisconsin troops in military

hospitals and helping to better their

conditions.

In 1863, she visited President
Abraham Lincoln in Washington, and
after repeated trips, persuaded him to
authorize the establishment of the
Harvey Army Hospital in Madison to
care for war veterans. That institu-
tion proved so successful that similar
units were built in Milwaukee and
Prairie du Chien.

At the close of the war, Harvey
Hospital was converted into a home
for orphans of soldiers, and Mrs.
Harvey served as its superintendent
until the state took it over in 1867.

Nearly 100 years after Louis
Harvey died, Kenosha dedicated a
new northside elemem@ry school m
Cordelia Harvey’s: memory ’

Zalmon G. Simmons
(1828-1910) -

‘The story of Zalmon G. Simmons
has Horatio Alger overtones. The New
York-born Simmons settled in the
Southport community at the age of 21

with §3 in his pocket and no job in .

sight.

But when he died in 1910, Simmons
left his heirs an estate ‘that was
estimated at between $3 million and
$5 million. And he also left his mark
on the settlement that later became
Kenosha.

Simmons succeeded in-nearly eve-
rything he did, He accumulated most
of his fortune in the bed-manufac-
“turing firm that he established on

Kenosha's lakefront until it closed its

doors and moved to Munster, Ind., in
the 1960s.

But he also earned some of it as a
‘banker, telegraph company operator
and the head of companies that pro-

duced cheese boxes, fanning mills and .

“insulators.
Here are some. of the things Sim-
mons’ accomplishments after his ar-

. rival in this area at the age of 14 with

his parents and other members of the
Simmons family in 1843:

. v In his 20s, he took a job in a
Southport general store and soon be-

came. its ‘owner when the previous
owner became ill. '

v Turned a $500 investment in a
risky telegraph company into a profit-
able :venture that earned him a
million-dollar profit, and eventually
was turned over to Western Union on
a 99-year lease with Simmons becom-
ing a member of Western Union’s
board of directors. .

,Zalmon G. Simmons
. .. philanthropist

v Bought a dairy farm, discovered
that he had to send to New York for

‘boxes in which to package the cheese

it produced and formed his own com-
pany to produce the boxes.
v The cheese box venture led to

development of companies that manu-,

factured fanning mills (machines that
separated wheat from chaff) and in-

sulators’ for the poles that helped
carry the messages of his telegraph-

company.

v Purchased a half-interest in the
First National Bank, served as its
president for 38 years and saw de-
posits grow from $150,000 to - $2.5
million.

And the best was yet to come. In
1875, he invested $5,000 in the North-

western Wire Mattress Co., which-in-
1899 became. the Simmons Manufac-
turing Co., and mass-produced wire
mattresses.

The first mattress sold for 95 cents,
but before long the Simmons firm was
known world-wide and had grown
from nine employees to 1,978 by 1910
and to annual sales of $43 million by
1936 and-$574 million today. From one

*  building,” the Simmons plant had

mushroomed to 70 buildings on a 42-
acre complex, and -had become
Kenosha's largest employer and the
_world’s -largest producer of sleep
equipment,

Simmons -was active in civic af-

“fairs. He and the unrelated Rev.

Harry Simmons started Kenosha's
first_library in 1872, and Zalmon Sim-
mons was elected mayor of Kenosha
in 1883. In 1906, when the Kenosha
Park Association was organized, he
became its first president.
. His greatest contribution to the city
that had been so good to him took -
place on May 30, 1900, when he offered
to finance a 30,000-book library and
purchase 25,000 books for it. The
library, a $250,000.project, was named
after his oldest son, Gilbert M. Sim-
mons, who had died of pneumonia in
1890 at the age of 38. .

At the same time, in appreciation of
the contributions of area spldiers dur-
ing the Civil War, he paid for the
erection of a monument to their mem-
ory in Library Park.

After his death, his heirs donated .

' Washington Island, a 40-acre tract,

along with $100,000 for its develop-

- ment, to the city for park purposes.

The island was renamed Simmons
Isiand in Zalmon Simmons’ memory.

Mary D. Bradford
(1856-1943)

It can be said that Mary D. Brad-
ford made good in her own home
town. Born of pioneer Kenosha County
parents in 1856, she carved out a

-career in education that earned her -
nationwide renown.

‘Her father, Andrew Jackson
Davison, arrived in Chicago in 1839
from New York state -and traveled
north on foot toward Milwaukee, seek-
ing a suitable site on which to settle.
He found it in Paris Township and
farmed there until an accident forced
him to sell the farm and move into the
city.

Mary, who had attended country
schools, was 12 at the time, and not
too many years from launching her
teaching career. As a matter of fact,
she began teaching at 16 while still in
ninth grade and went on to teach in
country schools, graded elementary
schools and also taught in most sub-
ject areas at Kenosha High School.

Ironically, she never graduated
from high school, class of 1874, be-.
cause she developed a case of
smallpox. She spent one year as a
student at Oshkosh Normal.

 Her teaching career later took her
to Stevens Point Normal, where she
taught for 12 years. She also taught at
Stout Institute and Whitewater Nor-
mal.

In 1910, she was appointed super-
intendent of schools in Kenosha, be-
coming the first woman to serve in

that capacity in the local public school

(continued on page 27) . .
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 Delicatessen & Liquars & Wines
- 3203- 52ndStreethenosha

A dream came true for John and
Lydia Tenuta in 1950 when
Tenuta’s Confectionery on the
corner of 52hd Sireet and 32nd
Avenue opened. It was small. A
combination Ice Cream Parlor with
5-stools and a one aisle deli. It was
for John and Lydia a° glorious
beginning for something that was to
grow beyond  their dreams in the

: years to come. .

Back in the early 1950’s, the area
immediately north and west of
American Motors was mainly !
residential. The Bonnie Home
Housing project, covering an area
of ‘approximately 10 square blocks,
was —heavily ‘populated. As the demand for
grocery and non-grocery items developed fro,m
the neighborhood -around them, Tenuta’s
. expanded to accomodate the additional needs of

their growing trade. Jobn and Lydia’s son,

Ralph, joined them full time as they expanded

their open hours to 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. - seven

days a week. (Can you identify any of the
youngsters at Bonnie Home shown in the picture,
. to the right of the housing project. It was taken/
.in the early 50’ - the ongmal print is on dlsplay
at Tenuta’s)

“The ~ Mid-Town ~ Businessmens
group met -in front of Tenuta’s to
iniatate ‘the construction of the new
state Highway 158 in the spring of
1960. This turning péint in the
development of 52nd Street as a -
major Kenosha business area was'

- made possible with the help of the
late State Assemblyman George
Molinaro. Since 1960 the area along
highway 158 has grown . .. dozens

- of new businesses and three
shopping centers have located along
the busy highway.

The need for a full line liquor store was
recognized- early by Tenuta’s and they soughl
and obtained the first liquor store license in the

city. Separate buildings for the liquor store and -

deli were required by city ordinance, In 1961 the
newly built liquor store in the west half of the
building was opened and stocked one of the most
complete lines of liquor, beer, wine and soda in
" the area. Many specialties were to follow .., a
huge variety of miniatures, decanters and
imported beer and wines. Tenuta’s has become a
leader in the merchandising of quality wines and
beer. The annual Red Tag Wine Sale has become
known throughout the midwest for its values.

1950-1985

~ Celebrating Our

 35th Anmversary

_come true, Tenuta’s .
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Cheese, a product that has made
Wisconsin famous, has also made
Tenuta’s modestly famous in
Kenosha and throughout the
country. Always an important part

_ of Tenuta’s business, the sale of
cheese is now one of the largest
single food segments of the deli
business, supplying over 100
varieties and shipping special cheese
gift boxes all over Amerlca.

The now famous Tenuta’s Deli
began with the production of
Homemade sausage using a formula
John and his brother Albert brought from Italy.
The high quality sausage became much in demand
and to lead to the addition of other Italian and
ethnic specialty foods to the line. Teriuta’s, over the
years, has become w1de]y known for its varletv of
imported and d tic y food p ‘and
reguarly ships food and glft boxes to all parts of the
country. Today, many specialty food are prepared
fresh in the deli kitchen.

»

‘Over the past 10 plus years, the
third generation of the Tenuta
family has joined grandparents
John and Lydia, and their parents

Ralpb and Margie, in the day to day

operation of Tenuta’s. Shown, left
to right; front” row, Paul, Anne,
Lydia and Ralph. Back row, Matt,
Deli Manager and Cousin Tony
Bonano and Chris. Absent for this
picture were daughter Maria and
sons John and Tom.
As their parents and grandparents before them, the
third generation of Tenuta’s take special pride in
serving the varied needs of all of their customers, ofd
and new alike. It's a family tradition!

John and Lydia Tenuta, have seen a dream become
a reality ... and that reah!y grow and prosper in a
land and in a community where things like that can
happen for those who will work hard for that dream to
. Truly, A Kenosha Tradition.
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PONTIAC - GMC INC.

|
l

\

YESTERDAY . ..

‘I.e‘Mny & Sons Hus.Bee elping Kenohu'Wit
Their Trunsportuhon Needs For 27 Years!

PONTIAC - GMC INC.

5419 Washingten Rd., % Mile East of Hwy. 31 on 142
Kenosha

. Ph. 656-7520 - -

, : Open Men.-Thur, 8-8; Frl. 8-8 ‘

t " Sot, 8.5; Closed Sundoy . ) j




(Centinued from page 24) .

" system; thé first inthe state and only
the second woman to be elected presi-
dent of the Wisconsin State Teachers®
Association.

The modern Kenosha public school
system has been called ‘‘the house
that Bradford built” because during
her 11-year tenure as superintendent
she guided the district into state and

national leadership with her many

innovations.

‘Under her leadership, kindergarten
and manual and household ‘arts be-
came a basic part of the curriculum;
vocational, summer school and eve-

ning school were  added; quali-v

fications for teachers were raised to
include "college or normal school

. training; health and sanitation pro--» "

grams using dentists, “doctors and
nurses were added, and specialized:
programs for:ethnic and cultural mi-
norities were initiated.

She was also responsible for the
adoption of the 6-3-3 school plan and
the junior high school system, adjust-
ing inequities between men and wom- .
en teachers, basing salary schedules
on experience and.education, organiz-
ing the curriculum in a course of
study and forming ParentTeacher as-
sociations. o :

Although she had achieved
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certification as a teacher without
formal training, she was the one who

“waged war on poorly trained teach-

ers. In 1915, the number of teachers
‘who held certificates without training
had been reduced to one. Her .in-
sistence on certification not only
raised the prestige of the teaching
profession but also brought better
salaries. After 1920, Kenosha joined

. ‘Madison as the two cities with the

higheést minimum - salaries -in - the
state. :

In 1913, Mrs. Bradford not only
successfully promoted the 6-3-3 plan
but also lobbied for construction of the

state’s. first junior high.school. Ihat

school, Lincoln Junior High, required
passage of a $700,000 bond issue. The
schoo! was unprecedented in the city.
It had 20 classrooms, a gymnasium
and shower rooms. A by-product of
Mrs. Bradford’s leadeiship occurred
in 1829 when the first orthopedic
school in the state was built in
Kenosha. S

The University -of Wisconsin
awarded her an honorary degree in
1917, and Kenosha paid tribute to her
by naming its high school in her honor
in the mid-20s. Her name now graces
the new Bradford High School on
Kenosha's northwest side.

Dr. Nelson Pennoyer
(1849-1935)

Dr. Nelson A. Pennoyer was a well-
known physician and a member of a
family that developed the Kenosha
Water Cure and the Pennoyer Sani-
tarium into nationally-known institu-
tions.

The Water Cure, or Academy, as it
was first known, was closely as-
sociated with the civic, social and
educational life of Kenosha from 1840
until nearly 1860. ( -

This historic inistitution was built in
.1840 by William Bullen, a brother of

--area pioneer John Bullen Jr., on a site
that now would lie at 52nd Street-and
Seventh Avenue. It immediately be-
came the social center of the com-
munity. : y :

The Academy was the locale for
teaching social functions and church
services for various denominations. It
‘was a favorite place for lyceums and

' political gatherings, and it was there

in December of 1840 that the meetings
were held that resulted in the formal
incorporation of Pike Creek, as the
community was first known before
becoming Southport. :

Later the Academy became the
National Hotel and subsequently the
Water Cure. After it was destroyed by
fire in 1890, the Pennoyers built the
Sanitarium on the lake shore.

Dr.. Pennoyer’s maternal grand-
father, Cephas Weed, was one of the
early area settlers when he arrived

- from New York state to take up

government ‘land in 1835. Dr.
Pennoyer’s father, Edgar, and his
mother, Hulda, followed Weed here in
1857, bringing young Nelson, then
eight, with them.

Upon their arrival in the communi-
ty, Edgar Pennoyer purchased the
‘Water Cure from a Dr. T. Seelye.

The ‘popularity of the resort grew
with the passing years, and in 1870 it

Dr. Nelson Pennoyer
. . . 'sanitarium founder

was enlarged with the addition of the
“‘Cottage,”’ a pretentious three-story
building with a cupola. o

He attended medical schools’ in

Chicago and Philadelphia, graduated
from- Hahneman Medical College in
Philadelphia in 1870, and begar to
practice medicine at the Water Cure,
He served there as resident physician.
for nearly 20 years. .
Early in 1890, a fire that started in .
the nearby Allen Tannery buildings
destroyed the Water Cure, but, un-
daunted, the Pennoyers - father
Edgar and sons Nelson and George —
immediately began rebuilding. They

_‘completed the new Pennoyer Sani-,

tarium at the north city limits on
grounds now occupied by . St
Catherine’s Hospital. The Pennoyers
dissolved their business in 1919. .

Dr. Nelson Penngyer continued to
practice medicine for several years,
but. eventually retired from private-
practice. Although-the Water -Cure
and Sanitarium no longer exist, the

.Pennoyer name is perpetuated in
-Kenosha by the park across from St.

Catherine’s .

Ray & Wilma’s origfnal bungalow-roadhouse in 1933

Congratulations Kenosha!

&wmwwmw

Wonderful Food
11712 So. Sheridan Rd.

\

694-0455

Known internationally and admired by over three generations of diners, Ray
Radigan’s has become a tremedous source -of pride for our family. As a young
boy, Ray was intriqued by the restaurant business. He had started as a bushoy
and later became a fine' waiter, which give him great insight into the service end
of the business. It was during the roaring twenties that Ray received his restaur-

;Et eo.iucatian from some of the finest chefs and restaurateurs in Lake County,
noeis. -

_ has maintained that the key to this operation has been consistently fine food and
" excellent service.

. After growing up in business, Michael Radigan received his master’s degree from the
School of Hotel and Restaurant Management at Michigan State University. In 1971, Mike
started managing the. restaurant and it was under the tutelage of “the old dog™ that he
received some of his greatest lessons. Mike’s enthusiasm and intense intefest in the
business have brought about new innovations for us, while carrying on our tradition of

) . excellence in food and service.
In 1933, Ray started his business in a humble four room cottage that was

located a half mile south of here. One year later, he married Wilma and they
worked side. by side. Those were “the good old days” but difficult for a business.
Ray recalls how he would wait for Wilma’s announcement of the arrival of
diners before turning on the lights.

Qur menu and its numerous fliers, offering daily specials, afford tremendous flexibility,
which assures our guests of the freshest and finest entrees available. We serve only fresh
fish and seafood. Our, meats are Chicago prime quality — well-marbled. dry aged, and
portion cut on the premises. ’

Our relish tray, homemade cottage cheese, and kidney bean salad have become

a trademark at Radigan’s and were originally created by Ray’s mother. Our gen-

erous spring salads are compli ted by h de dressings that have been

skillfully prepared in the same manner over the past fifty years.
/The bar serves only the finest in liquors and Ray and Mike take particular
pride in our wine cellar, which is stocked with over 150 labels of domestic and
. imported wines. :

Above all else, it has been the personal effort and dedication of our faithful
- employees, that has allowed us to grow and prosper. g

In those early days, Ray and Wilma had longed for a neon sign, so that their
little bungalow could be seen by travelers on Sheridan Road. Finally they were
able to afford a sign, but alas — there was further delay! The roof would have to
be reinforced in order to support the weight of the new sign.

The years passed. Soon Ray and Wilma outgrew their little bungalow and
moved their business to this present location — a cottage that had once belonged
to the Edith Rockefeller McCormick estate. Later the cocktail lounge and
\ another dining room were ‘added. Throughout the growth of his business, Ray

& " e pn T T =%,
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We chose “'strength’’ as the theme for this
150th Anmversary edition for several reasons.

’Strength occordmg fo Webster, is the * quoln‘y of bemg strong,”’
synonomous with * solsdanty and foughness

Strength is what makes Greater Kenosha Area a good ploce to be
. a good place for doing business ... a good place to live ... a
good p!oce to enjoy I|fe

Strength of a commumty stems from peopie and ’rhelr ms’m‘uhons ‘
~ from factories and forms, stores and schools, churches and civic-
: _organlzohons
Strength creates opportumty It |us'nf|es ophmlsm It overcomes
problems. It is a necessary ingredient of success for individuals,
organizations, communities. :

The men and women of the Sunnyside Credit Union are proud to be -
~of service to the Kenosha area. We're proud of our community’s
strength and look forward to our future with o great deal of
confidence.

" 3000 80th Street  Kenosha, Wi 53142

PHONE 414-694-1600
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A gallery of Kenosha leaders in earlier years o
Among them were scholars and soldiers, politicians and physicians, farmers,

clergymen and housewives. They built the foundations of today’s Kenosha.

MRS. D.B. THIERS

LEVI GRANT - " ELI G. RUNALS

_ " EDGAR A. NORTHWAY
Early Kenosha settler-and mem- ; R ' Prominent businessman and ho- Born In 1849 to a ploneer
berly(')f prominent family, Her agztgigfrmglin(?é%n; 8 d%:?a:) tel owner who lived in Somers, _ Kenosha family, he was a farmer -
three sons became leaders in in- a businessman In Ken q!;ha. Ame then moved to Kenosha, and School Board member.
dustry. : . )

JACOB G. GOTTFREDSEN . DR. FRANCIS PADDOCK

COL. JOHN G. McMYNN WALTER CAREY

Early Kenosha businessmén who Pioneer physician and landowner Pioneer Kenosha educator, regent Farmer and Wilmot resident who
was the proprietor of Kenosha’s - in Salem area. Paddock Lake was of the University of Wisconsin, brought electricity and telephone
first cigar store and later a named after him.

-state superintendent of public in- service to the county’s rural

brewery. struction. ) arens.

CHARLES QUARLES C. FRED STEMM FRANCIS H. LYMAN
Consldered one of the most Alderman, police chief, mayor -Respected businessman and civic

. brilliant legal minds in Kenosha’s and friend of labor. leader who wrote the history of
history. ) : Kenosha up to 19186,

%

) H. BUENGER
Friedens Luthieran Church pastor

for 44 years and father of Adolph,
a pastor there for 32 years.
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‘A gallery of Kenosha leaders in earlier years . =
Am0ng them were scholars and soldiers, politicians and physicians, farmers,
clergymen and housewives. They built the foundations of today’s Kenosha.

MRS. D.B. THIERS
Early Kenosha settler-and mem-
ber of prominent family, Her
three sons became leaders in in-
dustry.

JACOB G. GOTTFREDSEN
Early Kenosha businessmadn who

was the proprietor of Kenosha's -

first cigar store and later a
brewery.

CHARLES QUARLES
Consldered one of the most
brilliant legal minds in Kenesha's
history.

LEVI GRANT
Bristol farmer (Grant's Corner)

who migrated in 1836 and became

a businessman In Kenosha. -

DR. FRANCIS PADDOCK
Ploneer physician and landowner
in Salem area. Paddock Lake was
named after him.

‘ C. FRED STEMM
Alderman, police chief, mayor
and friend of labor.

ELI G. RUNALS
Prominent buslnessman and ho-
tel owner who lived im Somers,
then moved to Kenosha.

COL. JOHN G. McMYNN

Pioneer Kenosha educator, regent -

of the University of Wisconsin,
state superintendent of public in-
struction.

FRANCIS H. LYMAN
-‘Respected businessman and clvic
leader who wrote the history of
Kenosha up to 1916. .

EDGAR A. NORTHWAY
Born in 1849 to a ploneer
Kenosha family, he was a farmer -
and School Board member.

WALTER CAREY

Farmer and Wilmot resident who
brought electriclty and telephone
service to the county’s rural
areas.

CARL H. BUENGER
Friedens Lutheran Church pastor

for 44 years and father of Adolph,
a pastor there for 32 years.




There’s not much room for error in the business of providing meat
and potatoes for America’s dinner tables.

Less than a penny’s profit is earned on:every dollar’s worth of
goods sold, and those who make mistakes find those pennies disap-
pearingin a hurry.

But for Waukesha’s Godfrey Company, parent company of the
thriving Sentry Food Chain, and Sun Warehouse Foods, those pennies
have clinked into the till at a rate those who founded the firm, as a
family produce wholesaler 114 years ago, would have found diffjcuit
toimagine.

From its street front operat) on in Milwaukee’s Commission Row -

wholesale district, Godfrey. has growni'to the sleek, sophisticated
distribution company for 84 Sentry supermarkets, most of which are
located in southeastern Wisconsin, and three Sun Warehouse Food
stores,-all openéd in 1984 and located in the’ metro M;lwaukee area.
The newest and largest Sun Warehouse od Store will open in June
in Kenosha Wisconsin. e

With the. acqulsmon of Hub Cxty ds, Inc. of ‘Marslifie}d in
March of 1983, Godfrey expanded their operations into central
Wisconsin, -an area they had never been before. Hub City serves more
than 200 retailers in the area north of Madison. It has warchouse,
freezer and cooler space of about 135,000 square feet. Godfrey is
about 575,000 square feet.

For all outward appearances, Sentry Foods was one of the
smoothest run and most admired chain food operations in the
country. But there were dark clouds on the horizon and success is not
without its setbacks.

The decade of the *80s, thus far at least, has not been kind to the
supermarket industry, and factors such as rising product and labor
costs, increased competition, declining population and an overall poor
economy led to a period of declining sales and profits for Godfrey, as
well as for others.

Many supermarket chains have bowed under the weight of this
adversity, and either picked up-and moved out (Jewel and A&P), or
sold out to international conglomerates (Kohl’s). Sentry has
remained, bitten the bullet and endured.

Negotidtions last May with union leaders resulted in the lowering of .

top wages in corporate operated Sentry stores. This concession

GODFREY COMPANY

allowed the company to engage in more competitive pricing, and they
still continue to pay top wages in the food industry. In addition, to
compete with the warehouse food concept introduced to the area in
1975, Godfrey. opened their first Sun Warehouse Food store .in
January of 1984, on Milwaukee’s south side, a second followed in,
March on the far north side of Milwaukee, and a third was opened in
Waukesha on E. Moreland Blvd. in July. The latter two are both
65,000 square feet, more than twice the size of nearly all of Sentry’s
supermarkets. The three Sun Warehouse Food operations -now
contribute better than 10 percent of the company’s total sales.

Another significant ‘reason for continuing success, is the almost .
complete éhangeoVer in key administration positions at Godfrey over
the past two years Robert Norris, the new CEO, replaced. John R.

,Godfrey in Decembgr, 1983;:and .James DeWees, the new President,

replaced Leo Clark. Both Norris and DeWees were brought aboard
with excellent credemlals, track ‘records which included running
successful, profitable operations.

Commenting on the success of the Sentry Food stores and the Sun
Food- additions, and plans for the future, Clifford Kowalski, God-
frey’s senior vice-president-for retail ‘operations, said the company
was looking for more sites throughout Wisconsin where more Sentry
& Sun Food operations could be built, ““But you can be sure that
because of the large investment for a new operation, that we’ll take a
good long look before making any such decision.”

The Godfrey company also has their own Crestwood Bakery in
West Allis, where more than 300 varieties of fresh-baked bread, rolls,
cakes and pastries are made daily. Before-dawn each day, Godfrey
trucks are rolling out to Sentry stores throughout Wisconsin with
Crestwood products baked just hours before.

Truly fresh eggs can always be found at Sentry stores, because every
dozen is just hours fresh. This is because Sentry stores are supplied
directly — and virtually exclusively — from Godfrey’s own Egg Farm
focated in nearby Palmyra. There is no middleman between the egg
farm and the Sentry store, resulting in eggs as fresh as a morning in
May. Sentry’s Floral operation has become so popular that it now is
the largest floral retailer in all Wisconsin. Supply sources include
Godfrey’s own greenhouse located in Milwaukee.

The Company aiso owns Sentry Drugs, Jay’s Wine & Liquor and
John’s True Value Hardware Store.

Yes, the Godfrey Company has had a proud past, and as they
look forward to the fiture, would like, on behalf of their
5,000 dedicated employees in Waukesha and through-
out Wisconsin, to renew their pledge — We're.
doing our very best to bring you
“The Best of Everything!”




The telegram s message was short,

to the point and spared no feeling.
Dated December 23,1863, addressed to
James Dowse and sent without the
-added -expense . of punctuation it
stated, ‘‘The corpse of your son lS at
Cairo do you wish it kept for you.”
The father who received this notice
had Jeft his parents to mourn him 26
years earlier when he departed from
his homeland of vLincolnshire, Eng-
land. He arrived in New York in 1837

and walked "the ‘entire distance to

Wisconsin arriving that same year.

Stately Durkee mansion, near end of the 19th century

James C. Dowse’ reachea Southport at
the time the govemment was opening

the land for settlement. He secured a’

farm of 180 acres.

It ‘'was to this farm at Dexter’s

Corners on Green Bay Read that
James “brought his ' bride, Abigail

:Lovejoy, in June of 1840, It was on this

land that their children, William,
James, Sarah and Ernest were born.
And it was to this home that James
returned the body of his son, Jimmie,

-from service in the Civil War.
Not more than 22 years old, Jimmie

Kenosha’s 150th Anniversary Edition April, 1985 31

Dowse among the first farming families

served the country that his father at

.22 years of age had adopted. On

November 17, 1862 he wrote, ‘‘We has
got in a enimies country and we must
look to God for his blessing. I would
like to be in mothers fether bed wonce
more.”  To  his father he wrote,
‘‘Father keep the colts for me til I
com back for I rather have them than
. eighty akirs of land.”

A later letter describes the Fourth
of July, “I saw the stars and stripes
upon the Cort Hous in Vixburg. I shall

“rember it as long as I live.” Each

-.«letter. ends with- an apology, ‘‘excuse

‘mi bad riting and speling.”

Although James, the father, had
been educated by the church in Eng-
land, his children were members of an
‘agricultural society; school convened
only when the weather did not permit
farm work.
~ James' records were meticulous,
-his handwriting eloquent, his spelling
without fault. The entries in his re-
“cord book state clearly, “‘January 28,

1861 oats 20 cents per bushel, corn 25

cents per bushel, 4 head cattle $62.00,
March 6, 1865. Fetched Mr. Griffin's
boar to sow and on September 14, 1876,
Ann Dophy commenced to work at
.$1.00 per week.”

James took an active interest in the
development of Pleasant Prairie. His

. son, William, also identified himself

with the life of the district and served
as town assessor of Pleasant Prairie

Jas Cole Dowse 7
... walked here from N.Y.

for nineteen years. Byron C, Dowse,
the son of James and his second wife,
Sarah Dexter, continued on the ori-
ginal homestead as a gentleman
farmer. Of Byron’s five sons, John C.

remained to farm and raxse five chil-.

~dren of his own.

In 1955 circumstances necessxtated
the sale of the farm but the name of
Dowse is a.continual reminder of the
role this family played in the history
of Kenosha County.

Bear Realty

Lt vare ,\//LN
< o

Over The Years, Some Things Have Changed
and Guy D. Realty

together, The “NEW BEAR REALTY” moved to
a new home located in the old Marytown estate at
4011 80th Stree

Some Thingé Are Better Left Unchanged!!

Responsive, Stable, Experienced.

have joined

One Thing Hasn’t Changed!

That is the professional, hard work-
ing manor that BEAR Realtors
possess. For over six decades
BEAR Realty has helped Kenosha
buy or sell real estate!

l "4011-80th Street © Kenosha ®°694-2327 (Hwy. 50) e Salem, W1 @ 843-231111 8. Pine Street Burlington, WI e 1-763-8116 _‘

.
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-~ The telegram s message was short,
to the point and spared no feeling.
Dated December 23,1863, addressed to
James Dowse and sent without the
-added - expense of ' punctuation - it .
stated, ““The corpse of your son is at

Cairo do:you wish it kept for you.”

The father who received this notice
had left his parents to mourn him 26
years earlier when he departed from
his homeland of Lincolnshire, Eng-
land. He arrived in New York in. 1837
and walked the -entire. distance to

farm-of 180‘acres.
It ‘was to this' farm at Dexter’s

James ' brought - his: bride, Abigail
Lovejoy, in June of 1840. It was on this
land that their children, William,
James, Sarah and Ernest were born.
And it was to this home that James
returned the body of his'son, Ji 1mm1e,
-from service in the Civil War.

22 years: of age had adopted. On:

Corners -on 'Green : Bay .Read that

-eighty akirs of land.”

Kenosha's ‘150th Anniversary Edition April; 1885 - 31

Dowse amon i the flrst"farmmg families

‘served the country that his father at

November 17, 1862 hie wrote, ‘‘We has
got in a enimies country and we must
look to God for his blessing. I would
like to be in mothers fether bed wonce
more.”” To his father he wrote,
“Father keep the colts for me til I
com back for I rather have them than

A later Jetter describes the Fourth
of July, “I saw the stars and stripes
upon the Cort Hous in Vixburg. I.shall

Wisconsin arriving ‘that same year.

Stately Durkee mansion, near end of the 19th century

“rember it as long as I live.” Each
~letter. ends with-an apology, “excuse
mi bad riting’ and speling.”

Although James, the father, had

been educated by the church in Eng-
land, his children were members of an
agricultural society; school convened
only when the weather did not permit
farm work.
_ James’ records were meticulous,
.his handwriting eloquent, his spelling
without fault. The entries in his re-
cord book state clearly, *“January 28,
1861 oats 20 cents per bushel, corn 25
cents per bushel, 4 head cattle $62.00,
March 6, 1865. Fetched Mr. Griffin’s
boar to sow and on September 14, 1876,
Ann Dophy commenced to work at
.$1.00 per week.”

James took an active interest in the
development of Pleasant Prairie. His
son, William, also identified himself
with the life of the district and served
as town assessor of Pleasant Praijrie

Not more than 22 years old, Jimmie

Jae l Dose
“ee walked here from N.Y.

for nineteen years. Byron C. Dowse,

the son of James and his second wife,

Sarah Dexter, continued on the ori-

ginal homestead as a gentleman

farmer. Of Byron’s five sons, John C.

remained to farm and raise five chil-
dren of his own.

In 1955 circumstances necessitated
the sale of the farm but the name of
Dowse is a continual reminder of the
role this family played in the history
of Kenosha County. -

Over The Years,;Some‘Things Have Changed
Bear Realty

together, The “NEW BEAR REALTY’”’ moved to
a new home located in the old Marytown estate at

and Guy D. Realty

‘have

joined

4011 80th Street

One Thing Hasn’t Changed!

That is the professional, hard work-
ing manor that BEAR Realtors
possess. For over six decades
BEAR Realty has helped Kenosha
buy or sell real estate!

Some Things Are Better Left Unchanged!!
Responsive, Stable, Experienced.

[ "4011-80th Street ® Kenosha ©°694-2327 (Hwy. 50) © Salem, Wl » 843-231T11 8. Pine Street  Burlington, W] ¢ l-763-31161>
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Ve're proud to serve you.

Wisconsin Natural Gas Company offers you a variety of
programs and services:

L ° Free Energy Survey Let our specially trained represen-
tative find ways to save energy in your home or apartment.

® Budget Billing Avoid fluctuating bills by paying the
same fixed amount for natural gas each month. -

e Third Party Notification You canbe notified 1f family
or friends are experiencing problems with their bills.

e Wisconsin Natural’s Weatherization Program
Provides home weatherization grants for eligible house-
‘holds with limited income.

¢ Early Alert Services Personalized service to answer

your questlons and provide SOlut!OIlS before payment
problems arise.

o e 24-hour gas odor and carbon monoxxde check.

For details, give us a call. We're your natural source for service.

Wisconsin Natural cscomeany




Flder Jason Lothrep: Early
educator, printer, ~ minister.
‘Reportedly delivered the first
sermon In Kenosha (1835).
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" A pre-1900 pictorial panorama;
the faces and places of the past

f fe 2 This certifies that Dr his
== assigns is entitled to ONE SHARE of the Stock of the
CHESTERN EMIGRATING COMPANY.,”
alter signing the Constitution of said Company, and in
- .all respects, complying with its provisions, and not
- otherwise. .
Dated, Hunnibal N, V. i 7
Ma L1835, g By order of said Company.

2 -~ Secretary %/2 2 Chairman-

‘Facsimile of Western Emigrating Co., Hannibal, N.Y., stock
: e i
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B e i
J.V. Quarles: Farmer, lawyer,
underground rallway “agent,”
industrialist. His two sons
were respected legisiators.
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(CongrdeldﬁdnS,/ Kenééha ; On ‘Y‘Qur 150th Ann‘iversary
‘ 4;V"'“FVI~'Omﬁ Ke,no;s‘hq's Remod‘é“‘ng‘ ledder;

Dickow-Cyzak Tile Co.

In 1968 Chet Dickow and John Cyzak decided to start a
tile business in Kenosha. This business has since grown
‘into a successful floor, wall covering and remodeling
center. This success is directly atiributed to knowlédge,
experience, dedication and a true desire to serve the
customer with the best products, workmanship and price
available and back it up 100%. I

With the combination of these ingredients Dickow-Cyzak,
17 years later, employees 20 to 25 people, serving over
800 homes each year, which has added up to over
10,000 homes in the last 17 years. ‘

. Dickow-Cysak’s Marque =
Welcomes Travelers on Hwy, 50

Many businesses have also been customers of Dickow-Cyzak, such as U.W.-
Parkside, Ocean Spray, Kenosha Memorial Hospital, Kenosha News, K.Y.F., Merkt's
Cheese, Kenosha Water Utility, American Motors, American Brass, Carthage
~ College and the Kenosha Unified School System to mention just a few.

~ In 1976 Dickow-Cyzak opened at it's present location and expanded into the retail
. business, Serving people who like to do-it-themselves, With the ever increasing

demand for service and products Dickow-Cyzak had to expand again in 1980 and
we will continue to expand as Kenosha's needs grow: k

2nd_Location - 112

Dickow-Cyzak Tile Co. Has Come A Long Way
in Just 17 Years Thanks Te You, Kenesha,

Wl wine €o,
' ™ Cerner of Hwy. 50 & Green Bay Bd., Kenesha
6403-759?\ 8. 694-9777

»

3rd Location - 6403-75th St. 1976-1980
— 3rd Location Expanded I 980-Present

R R R R T I Ses i e i




One century ago
“Local issues, from temperance. S
to sports, were debated with gusto

In July 1885, a weary traveler ar-
rived in Kenosha for a week’s visit
with friends. His first stop was a local
barber shop where, for 25 cents, he
could wash away the grime from his
dusty trip. Because private baths

were rare, barber shops offered pub--

lic bathing facilities in the:r back
rooms.

In addition to offering regular ser-
vices, barber shops were the site for
colorful debates. Groups of men con-
gregated daily to discuss the hot
topics of the day.

 Kenosha merchants in 1885 com-
plained about the lack of patronage in

local shops. Though the merchants’

said they offered ample merchandise
locally, the conveniently scheduled
-trains drew. Kenosha shoppers to the
flashier big-city retailers.

Problems with youth gangs were -

also of concern. Stories circulated
about delinquents insulting women on

the streets, ‘beating and robbing old -

men and filling the air with profanity.
The older men hoped that the growing
popularity of roller skating and
baseball would chaannel the energies
of the young into those areas and
alleviate the problem.

Temperance draws crowds

Temperance meetings in the high
‘school attracted. large crowds who

were concerned by what they termed

“rampant‘‘ alcohol abuse among the
youth. Typical songs performed at the

meetings included favorites such as

“A Drunkard’s Dream and ‘‘Power of
the Habit.”” Temperance enjoyed sup-
port from the city’'s leading busi-
nessmen and the weekly newspaper,
the - Kenosha Telegraph. A ‘separate
column in the newspaper addressed

_ temperance every week.

Bored with local issues, our trav-
eler escaped the talk of temperance
by ducking into a nearby saloon. The
saloons were ‘‘poor man’s clubs”
‘which catered to all classes. Inside,
democracy reigned as all class dis-
tinctions were forgotten. The men
were attracted by the companionship
and the free lunches. Men drank their

nickel beers and nibbled stacks of -

potato pancakes in Kenosha's saloons.
* Unfortunately, saloons also became
popular places for vamps and va-
grants, often the target of -police
raids. If apprehended, these deviants
were subject to 15 days in jail and
were fed only bread and water. The’
peaceful atmosphere was also broken
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. Sixth Avenue, circa 1885-

‘frequently by arguments between‘pro- .

prietors and customers concerning

‘the nature of the advertised free

lunches. In the owners’ minds, the
food was free only as long as the beer
kept selling.

At the general store

After his meal at the saloon, our
visitor walked to a general store, a
potpourri of merchandise and local

gossip. Chairs. circled the Franklin
stove in the. store’s center, allowing
-patrons to sit and relax while clerks
-filled their orders.

Behind the counter, clerks gathered
items from the barrels of flour, sugar
and crackers and the boxes of dried
fruits - or tobacco. The basement
housed barrels of pork, salt, dill
pickles, vinegar and kerosene. By far

(continued on page 37)

appreciation.

OFFERING

_Smce 1907 B»dmger s music has been brmglng Kenosha's 1he finest in music. From the
early spinette and Victrola to contemporary pianos and state of the art stereo we have
always strived  to prowde Kenoshans the highest level of quality in musicial

PIANOS' BY STORY & CI.ARK e CHICKERING ¢ KAWAI
MAGNAVOX TELEVISION AND STEREQO e NEW & USED MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
RECORDS & TAPES (‘lncluding, Kenosha's finest selection of classical music)

. 1908 (at left) . .

. 1925 (center) . .

 BIDINGER MUSIC: iwm IN HARMONY wmi KENOSHA FOR OVER 75 YEARS

. today's staff (at right)

Seated: Al Kraus, owner,
standing from left: Rich
Hansen, Ann Meyer und
. Dave Pauley.:

“"HAPPY SESQUI-CENTENNIAL YEAR, KENOSHA™

626-56th Street ® Downtown Kenosha ® Phone 654-2932
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- RUST PROOFING - EXCLUSNE 4 PRODUCT
SYSTEM NEW & USED VEMICLES FULL REPAIR
INSURED WARRANTY TRANSFERABLE .

TEFLON' PAINT SEALANT- THE TOUGHTEST
FINISH YOUR CAR CAN HAVE. ONE TIME
APPLICATION - NO REJUVINATION OR WAXING
NEW VEHICLE 5 YEAR WARRANTY

RUSTPROOF-TEFLON PAINT SEALANT-
ANTI-STAIN FABRIC TREATMENT-
FREE SPLASH GUARDS
Free Bottle of Champagne With Total Package!

ANTLSTAIN  FABRIC TREATMENT— PROTECTS:
CARPETING & INTERIOR FABRIC FROM STAINS &
SPILLS. 2 YEAR WARRANTY

SPLASH GARDS - PROTECTS LOWER PAINTED
SURFACE FROM ROAD WEAR.

Exp:res May4 1 85

I(ng “Tn‘arl “Rust “Proofing Inc.

3402 60th STREET » KENOSHA s PHONE 654-8693

OPENDAILY ANDSATURDAYBAM 1i5PMm
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" ‘the most popular attraction was the
showcase of candy, including jars of
licorice and peppermint sticks. With a
handful of sweets in his pocket and a
peppermint. stick in his mouth, our
traveler, made his way toward his
family’s home. o

During. his easy stroll ~around
Kenosha, he traveled through various
neighborhoods. Even a stranger could
estimate the wealth of the families

merely by observing the hitching post .

in front of each house. Working class
~homes had cedar posts while their
more comfortable neighbors topped
their wooden posts with steel orna-
ments. Only the rich could afford cast

iron figures, commonly a small Negro.

boy holding a lantern.

Greeted warmly at home

The visitor was greeted warmly at
a prosperous home in the area. In

honor of his visit, the “‘special occa- -

sions only’ parlor was open. Inside,
the organ stands polished and ready
for a sing-a-long.

The family discussed the upcoming
Independence Day celebration. The
city planned a civic parade, picnics on
the park grounds, political speeches
and an open-air band concert. The

Fourth Annual Fourth of July Horse

Race was to be held at Bain Driving
Park. The cash prizes totaling $350
were expected to draw a large crowd.
A bicycle rac€ was also planned, with
prizes totaling $25 to be awarded the
winners.

The family also planned to attend a
masquerade ball the next weekend.
Oysters, the preferred delicacy of the
well-to-do, would of course, be served.
The lady of the house planned to wear

the latest in fashion — a pleated white .

satin dress. The pleats were held open
with steel butterflies and bees and
were surrounded with the finest. in
ostrich feathers. The ensemble would

_be topped-off-by-the-new-trend $aom + 1« «thewvisitar-todienosha eould enjoy fines '« »» »"tririment,” with people “gathering "to*

Gottlieb Wieber’s ice delivery business, 1880s and 1890s |

Paris, the ingenious reversible jacket.
The mature woman’s figure was to be
squeezed tightly by a whale-bone cor-
set, a ‘‘must wear’’ for women of all
classes in 1985. The constricted waists
would conform to the desired 18 in-
ches, smaller than the natural waist
of 12-year-old girls. B

In addition te the planned activities,

opera at the Kimball Opera House or
a concert by the National Cornet
Band. Church socials were held in the
new church halls; dancing was per-
mitted according to’ the attitudes of
the - congregation. Evening spell
downs' and story telling contests

spiced up many evenings. The lyceum

was another source of favorite enter-

hear debates by some of the well-
educated men in the town. Subjects

.included the important consideration
““‘QOught Females to be Tolerated at

Public Lectures?”’

Following:his visit, our guest would
return home on the wooden roads,
referred to as ‘‘corduroy roads’ be-
cause of the rough ride and the clani-

‘ing-hollows. between the planks., . . . .
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Frank is p!_roud f his new Alliance

Kenosha’s Pioneering Spirit Perseveres

150 years ago a group of pioneers established a
community which eventually became Kenosha.

That pioneering spirit prevails. -

We witness it in a myriad of places and activities . . .
in Kenosha’s factories, schools, col- ' & ‘
leges,” churches, hospitals ... in its
unions, public servants and profes-
sional persons ... and in the good
works performed by hundreds of or-
ganizations. : i

 We at Petretti Enterprises like to
believe that we have caught
Kenosha’s pioneering spirit.

In 39 years of building activity we have ‘co‘r‘lét‘-kructéd

. hundreds of houses, apartments. and commercial:
- properties in the Kenosha area. More residential units
have been built by our firm than by any other Kenosha

Villa Capn Apartments - 1982

contractor in the history of our city. We are now
building for the third generation of Kenosha families.

At times we hear that Kenosha’s future is uncertain.
We question that. assertion. ’

We believe that Kenosha has a promising future and
we have committed our resources accordingly.

To assure our city’s success, all segments of the
community must work hard but in harmony. We must
plan ahead, yet have the courage to take risk. We must
appreciate the contribution which every individual and
organization makes to the advancement of Kenesha.

Our. city has the ingredients for progress. We
maintain that its skills and talents, its energy and
dynamics will be enhanced in the years ahead. We plan
to grow with Kenosha. '

Kenosha’s pioneering spirit will persevere.

Faaek (12tutts.

 REALTORS ¢ BUILDERS » DEVELOPERS
1805 BIRCH ROAD

PHONES551 -7255




‘Homes
Many sites are havens
of historic beauty

Above: K ha  pi Josiah
Bond Sr. spent the late years of the
last century in an impressive, tree-
shaded house on Prairie Avenue
(60th Street). It is the present site
of the Stan Lock Buick showroom.
Top right: The old Reuben Deming
‘home on the east side of Library
Sguare once served as a station on
the - underground rallroad = that
smuggled slaves from the South
and into freedom during pre-Civil
War days. Though the home fis
gone, a plaque still marks the site.
Bottom right: The home of
Kenosha’s first real industrial
glant, Zalmon G. Simmons, in-
cluded spacious grounds and a
‘greenhouse, The photo, probably
from the 1880s, shows it on the
south side of Preirie Avenue, at
what is 10th Avenue today. At bot-
tom is the house of E.D. Tutile;
superintendent of the Chicago

Brass Co. Built in the 1880s, it

stood on Prairie Avenue, at what s
now the intersection of 60th Street
and 17th Avenue.
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V the American way of life,
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Kenosha Gounty Courthouse

Kenosha, Wisconsin. In the heart of the great mid-west. Mid-American in location, mid-

American in lifestyle and ideals. Our city, as well as any in this country, epitomizes what

-America is. Diverse cultures have demonstrated that opportunities exist here for

everyone. Kenosha's first 150 years is the story of success, growth and 6pportunity. Yet,

this celebration should be a time not to just look back but to look forward proudily and

~ confidently. We believe in Kenosha, city and county, and look for ‘many more great
- things from it and its people. : e ,
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County Executive ‘ Supervisor-2nd District Chairman-Board of Supervisors

Gilbert J. Dosemagen  Eunice F. Boyer Angelo P. Capriotti

Supervisor-3rd District Supervisor-4th District Supervisor-5th District

Arthur Jones Richard A. Kessler Edwin M. Anderson

Supervisor-7th District Supervisor-10th District - Supervisor-12th District

James Amendola Eugene M. Bilofti - Ronald L. Johnson

Supervisor-13th District Supervisor-15th District Supervisor-17th District

Robert W. Pitts Richard H. Lindgren Leonard R. Johnsen
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Supervisor-18th District

Charles W. Huck
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Kenosha’s past is but
a preface to its
Promising Future

MAYOR OF KENOSHA
h @ L)
John Bilotti
ALDERMAN
Ist District 7th District . 12th District
Casey Miechowicz George R. Fitchett Bruce C. Fox
2nd District 8th District . 13th District
Peter Zeihen Nancy Principe Roger E. Nelson
» 3rd District 9th District , 14th District ;
Ann H. McDonough Eugene J. Dorff John R. Madison
4th District 10th District 15th District
Paul Raddatz Emanuel Rizzo Paul W. Saftig
6th District 11th District ‘l7th District
Dennis M. Pierce Stephen M. Kudella George H. Pinzger
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. CHEVROLET-CADILLAC

- We Proudly Share

In This Salute To Kenosha 8
lSOth Anmversary

. . We’ve Come A Long Way Together!
8845 SHERIDAN ROAD ~ PHONE 694-1515

OPEN DAILY 9:00 to 8:00, FRIDAY 9:00 to 6:00, SATURDAY 9:00 to 5:00



City Co_cil e ary in the century. Republicans dominated county until 1930s, but city usually had Democratic majority

City elections: Big hurdle was factionalism

At the ballot box, it was the city’s ‘better element’

vs. the new immigrants who thrived on ‘ward politics’

The dawning of the Twentieth Cen-
tury in Kenosha County found the
major parties suffering - from. fac-
tionalism. Democrats were divided by
the -presidential  politics -of William™
Jennings Bryan, while Republicans
wrestled with the progressivism .of
Robert M. LaFollette. The = Re-
publicans held an advantage in county
politics while the city of Kenosha
‘normally went Democratic by some
200 votes. ’

The earlier Yankee settlers in
Kenosha and in the county were some-
what baldnced by- the immigrants
from northwest Europe. Germans

were an especially important part of .

this balance. The newer immigrants.
tended to thrive on ward politics, and
as they made inroads into Kenosha's
power structure, the earlier immi-
grants sought ways to counterbalance
it. Consistent appeals for government
by a ‘“better element” led to the
adoption of a council-manager form of
government in 1922. Generally speak-
ing, the better element, as identified

by the official Republican organ, the-

Kenosha Evening News, was the older
established structure.

Kenosha Republicans consistently
played upon the prosperity theme
when engaged in national politics and
tended toward solid business man-
agement when it came to state or
local affairs. Zalmon G. Simmons,
powerful and respected owner of the
Simmeons Manufacturing Company,
epitomized Kenosha Republicanism.

Kenosha Democrats emphasized
_the local party and tightly knit ward
politics since the state party was
notoriously weak. James E. Gorman,
Kenosha's mayor in the years
-

S i SR

1899-1902, and 1904-1908, seemed to
exemplify early Kenosha Democratic
politics. Gorman was a hot tempered,
ready-to-swing Irishman and a tougl
political campaigner - :
His conduct outraged many of.the

‘‘old establishment’” but it brought .

him votes from many Democrats.
Serious issue
" Efficiency in government was a far

more serious issue for the Democrats.
The steady growth of the city would

have posed difficulties for the most

talented and well-educated adminis-
trator. Gorman and his associates
were simply not equipped for the job.
. Simmons, in an open letter to the
Kenosha Evening News, had de-
nounced Gorman as ‘ ‘unfit for office.”

Whatever Simmons’ views private
or public, the Democratic electorate
chose Gorman over Republican Nor-
man- L. Baker in the April 1901 elec-
tions. The difference of 231 votes
reflected the Democratic majority in
the city.

However, by September even Dem-
ocrats had "some second thoughts
when three aldermen were accused of
receiving bribes from a Chicago busi-
nessman for their votes on a street
railroad ordinance.

Hopes for the election of an estab-
lished, efficient, honest business man

as a Republican mayor of Kenosha-

seemed on the rise in the spring of
1902. Charles Pfennig, the son of a
well-known market grocer, was the
Republican choice for mayor. Pfennig
had served two years earlier as Sec-
ond Ward alderman and he was con-
sidered a “successful and con-
servative businessman.”

B R EE T T T T (Y P g P

-': ayor James Gorman
.. 1899-1902, 1904-1908

In a pre-election editorial, the
Kenosha Evening News opined that in
the face of the alleged misconduct of
three aldermen and a depleted city
treasury that “it is time that all
people regardless of party or politics,
laid aside their blind demands of
partisanship, with an eye only for the
betterment of the condition of the city
... and select. the safest, surest and
most conservative man for office.”
The honesty issue seemed to win the
day. Rfennig won the Kenosha mayor-
ship by a scant 75 votes.

Highlights dilemna

Mayor Pfennig’s inaugural address
spotlighted the city’s real dilemna. He
admitted that Kenosha's financial
condition .was not due to lavish or

Mayor Charles Pfennig
... 1802-1904, 1916-1918

foolish spending but to the public
school demands of a growing city. The
new mayor urged the schools to ‘‘hang
on’’ until a new poor house and a city
hall could be built.

The mayor also sought to tame a
‘‘wide-open” Kenosha. Strict saloon
hours were set. Women were not

‘permitted to drink in saloons or wine

rooms and the prohibition of the sale

of intoxicants to minors was to be

strictly enforced. However, thee
changes did not resolve the real issue.
A city finance report of April 22, 1902
showed a balance of $939.39 and nu-
merous bills to pay. .

Changes in Wisconsin election laws
boosted the mayor’s terure to two
years so that a second Gorman-Pfen-

(continued on page 45)
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Blazavier's Auto Body Shop at 22nd Ave. and 60th St. was
‘built in 1948 to accomodate the rapidly expanding needs of
the Kenosha community. Radiator, frame and axle, new and
used cars were added at that time.

Jack Bl the founder of Bl Auto Body, and his
sons, Al, left and Don, toost Kenosha's progress of the past

150 years, f

The current location of Don Blazavier Auto Body is also the
home of the many specialties ‘which have been added in
recent years. It is located at Sheridan Road and 60th Street,

WE'RE INVOLVED IN KENOSHA

Don Blazavier is o charter member of Kenosha Jaycees, a charter member of Western
Kenosha Kiwanis & Program Chairman; President of Kenosha Music Theatre, Board
Member Kenosha Humane Society; Indy Car Race Track Official. Past honors and
experience as st place winner - as a baritone-Chicago Music Festival-1st Place
Midwest finals in voice. Insurance ‘investigator, Head of Cloim Service, Public
Relations, Chicago MCA. Don has been “Man-of-the-Year” for line-A-Bed sales, an
art design layout chief, past board member of Kenosha Little Theatre; an actor &
singer in various Midwest productions. He is currently the state distributor for Liners,
a member of the Moose and Elks Club and is on the July 4, 1985 Parade Committee.

EILEEN BLAZAVIER (Don's wife) Has been associated with-the firm for many years as
secrefary/treasurer both for Jack Blazavier Auto Body and Don Blazavier Auto Body.
For several years she was a receptionist & secretary for Dr. Richard Ashley. She has
been o finalist in the Miss Kenosha Contest and has a distinguished reputation as one
of Kenosha's better bowlers. She has two children, Jill and Scott Biazavier.

I‘e’ Our 'Greul‘cigv of Kenosha On Your o

SESQUI-

- operated Kenosha Frame & Axle Service.

ENTENNIAL

3 Generations of

Blazaviers Have Served Kenosha

Jack Blazavier founded the firm in 1929. 1t was the first full service body

shop in the midwest. The shop was located at the corner of 63rd St. and 18th

Ave. (across from the American Brass ‘Co.) Several years later the shop
moved across from Frank School at the corner of 57th St. and 19th Ave.

In 1948 a new and spacious building was built at 60th Street and 22nd
Avenue, ot which time other than auto body specialties were added.
Framework, radiator service, 24 hour towing and used car sales. Later the
firm became a Lincoln-Mercury Dealer. Blazaviers originally owned and

The business was sold in 1969 to Joseph Brand (Jay Bee Auto Body)
OVER 56 YEARS A FAMILY-OWNED BUSINESS!

Al Blazavier joined his father in the firm in 1948 after managing a supply
depot for the U.S. Army in Naples, ltaly. He became the body shop manager

. and was also involved as a salvage buyer for Schneider's Auto Salvage.

After the sale of the business in 1969 he became a supervisor in the paint
department at AMC. While with his father, he added the radiotor service
and founded Kenosha Frame & Axel Service. ‘

THE FAMILY CONTINUES . . . AND EXPANBS!

in 1971, ot the current location an Blazavier opened .the Don Blazavier
Auto Body Shop . .. specializing in used cars and a full service body shop.
Later Al Blazavier joined ‘his brother, as did Don’s wife, Eileen. Many new

- and innovative additions to the business have followed in subsequent years.

o TRUCK LINERS & ACCESSORIES © CAMPER CAPS o STOW & TOW UNITS
o SPARE TRUNK TRAILERS ¢ ALL AMERICAN SIGNS - Vanis, Trucks,
Buildings, Billboards ° ALL AMERICAN APPRAISAL SERVICE » AlL

- AMERICAN CAR RENTAL = ALL AMERICAN CUSTOM APPLIANCE

PAINTING » DON BLAZAVIER INDUSTRIES e
PROMOTIONAL ADVERTISING .

... And we continve to grow to meet the needs of our customers here and
for miles around. o

SERVICE IS NOT OUR MOTTO — IT'S OUR OBLIGATION!
"Where We Do It Right The First Time"

Doun B

We're on the Insurance Companies Preferred List -

ALL AMERICAN

AUTO BODY
SPECIALISTS

5919 Sheridan Rd. ® Kenosha » Ph. 652-5441
~ ESTIMATES CHEERFULLY GIVEN V

QUALITY-SERVICE
PRIDE
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nig contest was postponed until April
'1904. Another important statutory
change ~ permitted the Republican
‘mayor to appoinf a four-man police
-and fire commission.

‘Commission starts

Mayor Pfennig met the bipartisan -

requirement for the commission when
he appointed John Priddis, a fire
department. volunteer of 3¢ years;
Christian Schend a former fire and
police chief, city alderman and
former mayor; District Attorney
A.E. Buckmaster and George Curtis.
Kensha’s first police and fire com-
mission was duly established in
March, 1803, ‘

April 1904 saw the return of the old
Democratic majority and Irish James
Gorman. Gorman immediately took
aim at the police and fire commission
refusing to pay any employees ap-
pointed by the commission. A battle
with Republican Commissioner A.E.
Buckmaster ensued. Buckmaster re-
signed in September 1904, in order
that commission appointees might
finally be paid. The tough ward politi-
-cian was not to be denied his basic
sources of power. The second Re-

- publican, G.H. Curtis, resigned short- -

ly therefter.

Wins re-election

Gorman won re-election over.Re-'
publican John Hegemen in 1906 and
prepared to run again-in 1908. How-
-ever, on this occasion the Irishman’s -
real obstacle was fellow Democrat.
Mathias J. Scholey. Scholey, a saloon

.
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owner, had supported Mayor Gorman
in 1806, on the alleged promise that
Gorman would not run again.

As Scholey’s campaign against Re-
publican E.C. Allenman swung inte
gear, Republicans warned that a
Scholey victory was a victory for non-

-property owners and the brewery in-
“terests. Scholey’s 5l0-vote victory

over Allenman was a bitter defeat for
Kenosha's solid property-owning Re-
publicans.

Mayor Scholey was forced to joust
once again with Gorman in the 1910
primary. On this_occasion he in-
creased his victory margin to 660,

Kenosha Republicans in 1912 nomi-
nated Dan 0. Head in hopes of derail-
ing the Scholey juggernaut. Scholey,
true to form, defeated the in-
defatigable Gorman for the Demo-
cratic nomination and looked forward
to still' another
mayor.However, - Scholey’s . support

“had eroded, especially in his own fifth

ward. Dan 0. Head, with obvious

Ward politics often were forgd in local saloons.

term  as-

Democratic help, slipped past Scholey
by a slender 41 vote margin. :

Scholey’s political demise seemed
assured - when former Republican
Mayor Charles Pfennig won Scholey’s
assembly seat in November by some
950 votes.

Battle the wards

With a Republican mayor back in
" power, efforts once again were made
to counteract the tough ward politics

of the Democrats. Mayor Head pro-.

claimed Tuesday, Feb. 10, 1914, as the
day for Kenoshans to decide if they
desired a commission form of govern-
ment. Republicans believed that a
commission form “would be a “busi-
ness” - form of government. Fun-
damentally the plan called for the
election of a mayor and two coun-
ciimen. The three men would be

elected at large, thus counteracting’

ward-dominated politics. L
Despite a strong editorial campaig

Mayor Mathias J. Scholey
- 1808-1912, 1914-1916

by the Kenosha Evening News o1
behalf of the commission plan, the
proposed change failed by 181 votes.
Scholey’s fifth ward defeated it by 16
votes. :

Not only did the commission plan
fail, but 1914 saw. the return of
Mathias Scholey. State statutes now
made the contest for ‘mayor a nen-
partisan affair. Scholey was forced to
contest with his old enemy, James
.Gorman -and .a former. Kenosha
mayor, Dr. William M. Farr. The
saloonkeeper’s  488-vote_victory aver

._.Dr. Farr seemed once again a vote for
the saloon men and a wide open town.
. (continued on page 48)
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Serving the people
of Kenosha
for over 58 years.

You are invited to

enjoy the quiet beauty
‘of our landscaped arboretum.

7

6211 38th Avenue, Kenosha
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(Continued from page 45)
Ward politics seemed impossible to
defeat for any genuine period of time.
Nonetheless, a persistent group of
the old Republicans came pounding
back in 1916. Former Mayor Pfennig
took on Scholey once again, this time’
for the mayor’s seat. Pfennig’s 200-
vote victory seemed. to sug gest the
city had tired of the saloon men once
again. - .
The Pfennig administration was,
hampered, in the Republicans’ view,
by the fact that the mayor did not
have a legislative majority. The News
editorial of Jan. 11, 1918, argued that
the mayor without a good council was
little ~more . than . a. figurehead.
Pfennig’s decision not to seek re-
election signaled the return of Dan O.
Head as a candidate for mayor. The
Mar. 1981 primary pared the can-
didates for mayor to two men, Head
and Seventh Ward Alderman John G.
:Joachim. Joachim prevailed by 52
votes in a rugged general election.
The new mayor was a native.
Kenoshan and as he put it ‘‘a graduate
of St. George School and the school of
hard knocks.” :
Big victory .
His second run for the office gave
him the “‘largest majority in Kenosha
history for. mayor’’ as Joachim easily
defeated Charles E. Turnoch in 1920.
Attorneys A.E. Buckmaster, Lewis
Powell and Charles H. Goodman were. ™
instrumental in organizing the League
of voters in Jan. 1921 to seek an
alternative form of government which
would bring an end to ward politics.
The League of Voters decided upon

Mayor Dan O. Head"
. 1912-1914

the council-manager plan and a
strategy which would place the issues
before the voters in advance of the

- spring elections of 1922. Petitions

were circulated in September 1921.
The League hoped a-referendum on
the plan could be held in January of
February, 1922. The City Council,
acting on the League’s signed peti-
tions, voted on Dec. 20, 1921, to hold a
special election on the council-man-
ager plan.on Jan. 24, 1922,

The plan envisioned a five-man

council chosen at large for two year-

terms. ‘The council would serve
without pay and would be the elected
policy makers. The council would then

‘This building was Kenosha’'s city hall from 1912 until 1967, when city
offices were moved to the former Kenosha Technical Institute building

on 52nd St.

city manager to adminster the city.
The-city manager would serve at the
pleasure of the council.

The council-manager plan was giv-

- en two unexpected boosts. In Jan. 1922

just before the referendum, a sick-
ening series of scandals were un-
earthed in Kenosha. A former district
attorney, a former police chief and a
prominen t local attorney were
charged with crimes ranging from
bribery, embezzlement and obstruct-
ing justice to subordination, perjury

and conspiracy to violate the prohibi-
tion laws. The second element was far
more positive and welcome. The 19th
Amendment clearly put women into

‘the political arena. These new voters

played a most significant role in:
passing the referendum.

Referendum passes

Women for the plan were organized
by. Virginia J. Wulff and Mrs. T.W.
Ashley of the Kenosha Woman’s Club,

.choose a non-political professional

(- " ,

 As our proud City of Kenosha
celebrates it's Sesquicentennial, T
reflect on the outstanding accom-
plishments our citizens have made
over the past 150 years.

As your State Senator, it is my]
privilege and my promise to help
Kenosha continue to advance the[
betterment of the city and-its peo-,

=

(Continued on page 47)

KENOSHA ...
GATEWAY TO WISCONSIN.

After 150 years we can be
proud of our accomplishments!

Congratulations Kenosha,

ple. W e JOHN ANTARAMIAN
e A 2 Ass‘embl.yn'!an
State Senator JOSEPH ANDREA 65th District
—22nd DISTRICT— '
\_ Authorized and Paid For By Citizens for Andrea, Kenneth Spiegelhoff Treasurer, Kenosha. Y, §
( ™
“Buildings and bridges do not make IT IS AN HONOR
town. 4 city is greater than its bricks ‘
and mortar; It is greater than tower or TO BE
palace, church or hall: 4 city’s as great ' RE PRESE NTING
as the people that live ther'e, > KENOSHA
v Jan Strﬁther .
STATE REPRESENTATIVE DURING OUR
 JohnLanda Law Offices 150th BIRTHDAY
Kenosha : CELEBRATION
osha, Silyer Lake | |
— T 641k Assembly




" Mayor John Joachim
.. 1914-1916

(Continued from page 46

Baby sitting and transportation pro-
vided by women on election "day
played a significant role in passage of
the referendum. The final tally for the
council-manager plan was 3,770 to
2,898. '

The News advised that an ideal

council would be comprised of an
industrialist, a ‘“Tribune of Labor,” a
retailer,” a professional man and a
woman. The elections for Kenosha’s
first council held in April did not quite
meet- all the News’ specifications.
Chosen for twoyear terms were Hugh
Barden, John Burns and W.J. Alford.
One year terms were won by Otto J.
Scholer and Robert Nicoll. Lottie
Head, the sole woman running for the

council, was not elected. Walter
Alford, who was comptroller at the -

Nash Company, was chosen president
of the council. ;

When the council finally chose C.M.
Osborne as Kenosha’s first city man-

ager, the city had reached a popu-

lation of 43,376, a phenomenal growth
from the 11,606 residents reported i
1800. .
The council-manager form of gov-
ernment lasted 35 years in Kenosha. It
survived the Great Depression, two
major wars, and a host of recall
elections. However, it did not survive

Joseph Lourigan
.4 led anti-manager fight

&
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rising government costs, a property
reassessment, accumulated griev-
ances and a desire of many to return
to the old ward politics. By 1957, the
council-manager government had run
its course and was replaced by :a
mayor-alderman form of the sort that
had been abused earlier in Kenosha's
history. )

City managers had not fared too
badly in Kenosha. C.M. Osborn,
Kenosha’s first city manager, stayed
six years (1922-28), W.E. O’Brien
managed Kenosha for five (1928-33),
and H.C. McLaughlin, eight years
during the Depression (1933-41). City
Manager LeRoy Wolfe was here for

.just one year (1941-42) after which he

left when serious labor problems de-

veloped with city employees. James

Wallace administered Kenosha during

* most of World War II (1942-46) and

when he departed city. attorney R.V.
Baker became interim city manager

- while the council searched for a new

manager. A.E. Axtell was chosen for
the job in 1947. In 1852, Richard H.
Custer was chosen city manager and

stayed until the council-manager plan

was terminated in Kenosha.

Opening volley
The opening volley against the city
manager was leveled by its most

Rich#rd H. Custer
city’ﬁe Jast manager

ST L e e e e e v e g g e e e e

.

Suffragette meeting: 19th Amendment later put women in political arena

bitter critic, three-time Wisconsin as-

‘semblyman, Joseph Lourigan.

When Lourigan, in a bid for a seat
on the city council, led the ticket in
the spring primary, it was obvious the
storm warnings were up. The United
Voters Club, a somewhat Democratic

‘Labororiented organization, met on

March 12, to consider endorsements
for the April elections. The meeting.
was.punctuated by attacks on the city
government. The UVC endorsed
Lourigan, Ansley Whiteside and
Harry Copen for the council.

‘Whiteside stated that, “We have to

take policy-making out of the hands of
city hall and restore it to the council.”
Mr. Lourigan reported that the city
manager was already fishing for an-
other job and emphasized that ‘‘things
have to be changed.”

When Assemblyman, Lourigan re-.
plied to questions put to him by the
League of Women Voters in late
March, he disclaimed statements that
taxes could be cut 30 per cent but held
firmly to the position that ‘‘we are
spending too much money for (city)
government”’ and that ‘] want a
clean-cut budget without frills.”

A full-page ad in the Kenosha Eve-
ning News paid for by the Independent
Good Government Organization
(IGGO), a somewhat Republican

Mayor Eugene Hammeond

business orienied-group, supported

" council members Gordon McAleer, R.

Merrill Rhey and Nicholas Wade.

- ‘United Voters Club ads accused the

1GGO of distorting figures on behalf
of the council-manager government.

Leads the ticket

Joseph Lourigan led the ticket for
city council in the April elections as
all three UVC endorsed candidates,
Lourigan, Ansiey - Whiteside and
Harry Copen were elected. IGGO can-
didates Gordon McAleer, R. Merrill
Rhey and Nicholas Wade were all
defeated in the efforts to be re-elected
to the council. :

City Manager Custer realizing the
impact of the new councilman, pro-
posed a nine-point plan in early May
to earn revenue for the city without
raising taxes. The recommendation
proposed such items as licenses for’
gasoline filling stations,
slaughterhouse inspection fees, sewer
service charges, the establishment of
a municipally-owned liquor state and
several other proposals. Councilman
Lourigan hit sharply at the plan,
suggesting that Custer concern
himself with curtailment of expenses

.and taxes. Lourigan concomitantly

(continued on page 48)

Mayor Wallace Burkee
. 1967-1976
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' Photo: Intersection of 5th Ave. & 57th St. -

First Bank Southeast (formerly K ha National Bank)
has been serving the peeple of Kenosha
for the past 40 years. :

150th YEAR!

FIRST BANK SOUTHEAST, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

DOWNTOWN KENOSHA WEST KENOSHA PARKSIDE
625 - 57th Street - 21 - 75th Street 1800 - 22nd Avenue 4221 - 75th Street
Phone (414) 658-4851 Phone (414) 634-6800 Phone (414) 658-4851 Phone (414) 694-5800
FRANKSVILLE BURLINGON NORTH CAPE STURTEVANT

10005 Hwy. K - 1709.S. Teut Road Hwy. 45 & Colinty K 2853 Wisconsin Street
Phone (414) B86-3000

' CONGRATULATIONS
'KENOSHA ON YOUR

PERSHING PLAZA KENOSHA

y.
Phone (414) 763-9548 Phone (414) 888-3000 Phone (414)886-3000 FDIC

Need Life Insurance? A Disability Plan?
~ An Investment Program? |
~Let Lutheran Brotherhood Help You. -

Lutheran Brotherhood makes available complete financial services for Luther-
ans. Whether your need is for life or health insurance or a special retirement

. plan, Lutheran Brotherhood can help you at a'tost you can afford. And through
mutual funds, Lutheran Brotherhood Securities Corp. can start you on an invest-
ment program. Just check the items on the coupon you'd like more information
about. Or discuss your particular financial needs with our representative.
There's no obligation. Call or stop in soon.

aul T. dvxee‘xmuch Mn&kleissrin ! Keith W. Dreger

geglsiere

Registered representative of Lutheran Brotherhood Securities Corp., 625 Fourth
Avenue South, Minnéapolis, Minnesota 55415, sole distributor of four mutual
funds. :

esentative eneral Age Registered Reprefentative
654-2893 1-542-2011 654-2893
4923-60th St., Suite 4 Wavkesha » 4923-60th St., Svite 4

1 would like free information about:
0 Life Insurance
[ Disability income Insutance

[ Retirement income Plons
[0 Tax-deferred Plans
I would like a free prospectus containing more complete information (including
charges and expenses about:) ’

[1 Lutheran Brotherhood Fund, inc.

O Lutheran Brotherhood Income Fund, Inc. ¢

[ Lutheran Brotherhood Money Market Fund

O Lutheran Brotherhood Municipal Bond Fund, Inc.

(Read the prospectus carefully before you invest.)

’nﬁuu-—ﬁ
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(Continued from page 47)

called for the resignation of city per-

sonnel officer, Robert IL Krause.

However, Lourigan “clearly had
" plans beyond city .government. A
week later it was learned that As-
semblyman Lourigan would seek the
State Senate seat hel d by Lake
Geneva Republican William E.
Trinke. .

Councilman Lourigan won the Dem-
ocratic nomination to the 22nd Dis-
trict Senate seat in September. How-
ever, he lost to Senator Trinke in
November.

Recall sought

In February, the council was in
receipt of the necessary petition sig-
natures that it called for a recall
election for April 2 to determine if

" Kenosha would retain the council-
manager plan. A sharp exchange oc-
curred at the council meeting among
Lourigan, George Fitchett, Peter
Nedweski and Jerry Bruno, when
Fitchett pointedly asked of Lourigan
whether or not the councilman was
running for mayor. Nedweski denied

there was a plot to make Lourigan.

mayor and concluded that he liked
Lourigan for his ‘honest policy and

bettetment of government ideas.”” In =

a later Voice of the People letter,
Nedweski explained, ‘‘Our sole aim
was to obtain a referendum vote for
the people in changing our form of
government. We are convinced that
this will be for the betterment of our
city ... :

A “Citizens for Council-Manager
Governm ent” committee was or-
ganized on Feb. 26 under the leader-

2401 60th St.

For nearly 75 years we’ve been a proud part of
the history of this fine city. Celebrate this occa-
sion with: one of our commemorative Hometown
mugs. Each mug features some of Kenosha’s fin-
est examples of historic homes, $8.95 ea.

Daily 9-5:30, Fri. 9-8, Sat. 9-5

Your Hometowﬁ Store Since 1911

- Paul Saftig
. . . another approach
e e ettt

The arguments for and
against the council-
manager system were
over. The issue was
before the people.

e ————————

ship of Attorney Conrad Shearer. The
League of Women voters put its sup-
port behind the council-manager sys-
‘tem and Councilman  Ansley
Whiteside lent his support calling the
council-manager system an ‘‘efficient
form of government.” On Feb. 28, the

. (continued on page 49)

'HAPPY BIRTHDAY KENOSHA

'S

657-7732
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- “opposition. formed a ‘“Citizens for ,
Better government Committee” in-a
meeting at Sokol Hall. Merlin Cotton
was named chairman and Peter
Nedweski and Jerry Bruno were:
‘named to the board.

Former. councilmen R. Merrill
Rhey and Eugene Hammond joined to
_preserve the council-manager govern-
ment. Attorney David Phillips who
had helped fight the recall efforts in
1934 and 1935, also joined the propo-
nents of the council-manager govern-
ment. ’

On. April 3,. 1957, Kenoshans voted
12,434 ‘to 10,425 to recall the council- -
manager government. Curiously when
-Kenosha'’s first mayor in 38.years was
chosen it was Eugene Hammond, a
proponent of the council-manager -
plan’ and not Joseph Lourigan, who
was elected. .

Hammond as mayor

The first mayor in nearly 40 years,
Eugene Hammond had served a term
in :the ‘old govemment some years

before and” was a strong advocate.of

the city manager form.

.When' it was voted ‘out, nowever,

Hammhond became one of nine can- .
didates for mayor. Evertually he de-
feated Richard Lindgren by a margin

of roughly 12,000 to 11,000. Lindgren, ' -

also @' political veteran, served
Kenosha County for years as county

clerk:and continues now.to serveas a . - -

county supervisor.
 Hammond served. as mayor from

Mayor John Bilotti
every vote connts

—

The 1980 mayoral elec-
- tion was decided by a
".smgle vote; the 1984
~margin was 33 votes.

" April 1958 until January 1967, when he
‘ resigned to become a bank vice presi--

dent, L .
City -Council named' Alderman

" Hiene Borden to serve as mayor untll

the election ‘that spring. .
Council . voted  to. increase  the

- Mario Capponi.
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M.J. Scholey at 1911 city hall cornerstone laying ceremonies

mayor’s pay to $14,500. In 1975 the

‘ salary was mcreased to $19,000 per’

year. The mayor’s tenure of office has
also become a four-year term.
In- April 1967, Wallace Burkee, a

former alderman during Hammond’s

administration, was elected to fill out
‘the’ remaining year of Hammond’s
term. The following year, Burkee won

a full term ,as ‘mayor. He was- re-

elected in 1972.
Burkee’s most frequent early oppo-
nent was another former alderman,

- Paul Saftig was 18th ward alderman

_ until he dropped out to run for mayor,
defeating Burkee and a fellow

alderman, John Bilotti. Bilotti de-
feated Saftig in an election which he
won by one vote. Bilotti won re-
election four years later in ‘a race
nearly as close, 'defeating Alderman

‘William Pocan by 33 votes.

Proposals to return again to the city
manager form of government are still
occasionally heard, but they - ‘have
been re]ected by the voters in several
referenda since 1958.

The unveiling of the Soldie}s Monument in 1900
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'Kenosha County’s responsxblhty to its residents always has been twofold: V
It s an adrmmstratlve agency for state programs and a county governmg ‘unit

At various. times in its history ‘the
area now called Kenosha County had
been part of Wayne County, Mich., the
Illinois territory, and the County of
Racine. :

In 1787, all land northwest of the
Ohio River was mcluded in .the"
Northwest Territory.

By. 1796, that which is now Kenosha
County was part of Wayne County,
administered from Detroit,. -

On July 4, 1800, the area became:

- part of the Indiana Territory. In 1809

! Kenosha County area became at-, -

tached to-the Illinois Territory. Its-
northern boundary was supposed to
have been the lower end of Lake
Michigan, but Illinois congressional
representative Nathaniel -Pope suc-
ceeded in persuading Congress to tack
on -the area north to the present
stateline,

Without Pope’s lobbying, Chicago.
and two-thirds of Illinois’ present pop--
ulation would be in Wisconsin.

The area next became part of the.
Michigan territory in 1818.

Finally the Wisconsin Territory
was organized in 1836 into large coun-'
‘ties. Milwaukee County encompassed:
most of the eastern half of the state,
and southeastern Wisconsin was or-
ganized into Racine County.

At that time there were only three

The county’s first

“courthouse was a red -
brick 40-by 60-foot
building at the

- riorthwest - corner of
what is now Eighth Ave-
nue and 56th Street. A

. jail was in the basement
with the sheriffs living
quarters on the first
floor and a courtroom.
on the second floor.

towns in the area that now encom-.

.passes Kenosha County: Pleasant

Prairie and Salem, being larger in
area than they are today, and South-:
port.

In April 1842, a legxslatxve act
divided the three into six towns, add-

Gilbert Dosemagen
. first county executive

ing the names Wheatland, Bristol and
Paris to the list. .
By . 1850 Kenosha area residents

petitioned the lawmakers in Madison~
to incorporate Southport as the city of -
Kenosha, and split Kenosha County'

from Racine.

ndaries, priorities have changed

On April 9, 1850, the newly elected
Kenosha County Board of Supervmo‘rs .
met at the Durkee House Hotel in
Kenosha to organize the new county.
The first board consisted of the chair--

‘man of each, of the towns and the

mayor of Kenosha, Michael Frank,
who was elected its first chairman.
He ' established a committee to
“seek a snitable building for county
purposes.’ -

The county’s first courthouse was a

“red brick 40-by-60 foot building at the

northwest corner of what is now
Eighth Avenue and 56th Streét. A jail
was in the basement with the sheriff’s-
living quarters on the first floor and a-
courtroom on the second floor.

By 1870 county government outgrew
that courthouse and another was built’
to the west of it. That structure was
later used as a garage for the’ city:
Police Department and razed in 1965
to make room for a new police station.

Concern over the deterioration of -
and conditions at the 1850 structure
then used as a jail prompted.a move to

build a third county building. The-

“building opened in 1887 after nearly.

two years under construction.
A red brick building with a slate
roof and limestone foundation was’
‘continued on page §1)

) PAIELLI'S BAKERY

6020-39th Ave. * Kenosha ® Ph. 654-0785

Sante and Matilda, Founder Son Dino. S E L “ = e
of Paielli’s Baker no, Sante and Son Dom Paielli Mark, Greg, Lisa; Chris and David
THE Fln ey N THE SECOND GENERATION THE THIRD GENGR Ang}(}d Paie

THREE GENERATIONS SERVING KENOSHA

AND ALL OF SOUTHEASTERN WIS., INCLUDING RACINE & MILWAUKEE
We’'re Proud To Be Here!

The Paielli’s have been baking for Kenosha since 1923,

when Sante Paielli first opened his family operated ba- W i 70 i d li lity b

kery. In 1936 a retail and wholesaler location at 52nd St. ‘:s now zmp 0);5 O\I'le ’ pet:p;(e anh sugp tes q&(/l 'Ity :;;

;;': 19th Ave. was opened and employed about 10 pec- . : ‘ o] Biraokee, Couries, Wena prosd v o5 o part of
) - : Kenosha and its continued progress.

In 1956, o new modern facility was built on 39th Avenue
and 60th Sireet. Expanded three times during these past
29 years to provide additional production capacity, Paiel-
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used jointly by city and county gov-
ernments until the city moved foother
quarters a few years later. The build-
ing continued to be used by the county
until a new courthouse was built in
1925. The 1885 building was eventually
torn down to make room for a new
post office built on Sheridan Road at
56th Street in the 1930s.

A separate structure for the jail
was also started in 1885, on the site of
the courthouse built in 1850. That
structure was used by the county until
1925 when it was turned over to the
city who used it as a police station
until 1965.

The 1925 courthouse is of Itallan
Renaissance design, featuring large
limestone pillars outside and marble
columns, walls and floors .in the in-
terior. A lighted stained glass rotunda
and decorative painted plaster
throughout- are among the features of
the interior. It was included on the
National Register of Historic. Places
in March 1982.

The city and county governmentsv

again joined forces and built a new
76,000 square-foot Public Safety Build-
ing” which they share. It opened in
October 1982.

Today, the county covers 272 square
miles of land area.

From its begmnmg, the county in
Wisconsin has served in a dual capaci-

ty: as an administrative agehcy for,

specific state government programs
and as a county governing unit.

It originally was more of a tool of
the towns. For example, welfare was

dispensed only after the approval of a

town official.
But certam duties were a551gned to

counties by the state, such as law
enforcement, highway construction
and ‘maintenance, provision for
adinistration of public welfare pro-
grams, specific education supervision
or administrative responsibilities and
administration of elections.

Eight of the county’s nine élective
officers . are . provided for by state
constitution. They are the coroner,
clerk of courts, county- clerk, district

attorney, register of deeds, treasurer,

sheriff and surveyor.

Over the years the county has oper-
ated a poor farm and a hospital for
patients with tuberculosis. It still op-

“erates a county nursing home and a
seldom-used county cemetery.

Originally the board met but twice
'a year, in the spring and fall, because
during . the horse-and-buggy days it
could have taken a half-a-day to ride
in from the western part of the coun-
ty. The board would then meet for a
week or however long it took to finish
county business.

We llave Served
- For 54 Year

On May lst, 1931, Charles M. and Michael W. Piasecki foundéd
Piasecki Funeral Home at 4124-7th Ave. It quickly developed into
a dependable and understandable part of the community.

Charles M. Piasecki
1900-1939

Michael W. Piasecki:

1896-1956

Michael J. Piasecki
1931-1984

, completed in 1982, is shared by city and county governments

The current structure of the board,
of 27 supervisors representing popu-
lation areas, came about in 1968 as a
résult of the U.S. Supreme Court’s
decision ascertaining the ‘‘one man,
one vote”’ principle.

A major change in the way county
government operated came with the
election in 1982 of the first county
executive, Gilbert Dosemagen. He
and board members continue to wres-
tle with sorting out their respective
responsibilities and authority.

In 1940 Michael W. Piasecki moved the home. to its present
location, 2002-52nd Street and operated it until his death in 1956.

At this time, Michael J. Piasecki, son of Michael W. Piasecki,
‘assumed ownership ‘until his death in 1984. In keeping with the
Piasecki tradition, Michael’s wife, Nancy, has continued
ownership and operations of the funeral home.

We have served the fine people of Kenosha for over 50 years with
dignity, compassion and understanding. We will continue to do
our best in upholding the tradition set by our loved ones before

us.

Our capable staff is available to-assist you in whatever needs you
- may have, conventional type funeral service, cremation and pre-

need funeral trusts.

Sincerely,

W W 5 /Zé’l'itdi/é Director- XW

@mﬁcﬁi g'unsm[ doms

2002 52nd Street, Kenosha

@ . (§> ,ééza,ec/&)'

'Owner

i Apprenhce-

Director

Ph. 658-4101




52 Kenosha's 150th-Anniversary Edition April, 1985 -

Above. ’I‘he buﬂding formerly used as a headquarters for the Kenosha
Police - Department, on  56th Street, resembled a thoughtfully
architected home instead of a detention facility. Right: A group of
visiting fire department chiefs came to Kenosha in the 1920s. to see a
demonstration of a new Pirsch aerial ﬁre truck. :

o

Don Gill Bike Shop
In The Early Days

Don Gill Buring His
Racing Years

[«

el

We've ’P'u’:‘t:.Mor\e; Kenosﬁh‘qns On Two Wh'e'_elsr» Lon,g'er-- Than ;Anyohé

Smce 1945 Don Gill has been Kénosha's
Bicycle Headquarters. To maintain this
notoriety Don Gill for years has been in-
volved:in Bicycle Racing Worldwide. This
has enabled us, over the years, to bring
to Kenosha the newest styles in Name-
brand bicycles and accessories plos,
good quality service.

Don Gill has dlso been a sponsor of the
Kenosha Wheelmen and Tuesday Nite
Bike Races at Washington Bowl, of which
thousands of Kenoshans have participat-

We like Kenosha and are prbud to be

part of its 150 year history. Stop in soon

and moke us part of yours.

;t**it**t*tttttw*:e*a*tw&

SESQUI-CENTENNIAL N
SPECIAL  : |

B U

Fom  SCHWINN *

" Our Sprint® proves you don't have to.
spend a bundle to get a 10-speedﬂ
that's respectable. a

*
x
B
*
&
x

s a ‘hqndsome easy-riding machine
that's rugged enough for those bumpy
c:fy streets. ' f

Old F‘aéﬁibned $ 1 3 9 9 5 B
Priced At Only i : !

5006-7th Ave.
Kenesha
Ph. 652-6468
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Kenosha County’s influence and respect in Madison dates back
to the Civil War era, when Louis P. Harvey served as governor

Kenosha County has sent many men
to Madison during the past 150 years.

They have includéd a Civil War era
governor and, in recent times, a lieu-
tenant governor. There were other
constitutional . officers from our
ranks, and scores of assembly repre-
sentatives and state senators.

Louis P. Harvey served briefly as
Wisconsin’s governor in 1862, before
‘dying tragically in an accident.

Harvey came to Southport
(Kenosha) in 1841 as a school teacher
and he went on-to edit a local news-
paper. until 1847. Some years later,
after his election, Gov. Harvey toured
the southern battlefields, where Wis-
‘consin troops, were fighting to pre-
‘serve’ the Union. In Tennessee, while

attempting to board a steamboat,

Harvey slipped into the river. and
drowned. .

In 1900, Kenoshan Louis G.
Bohmrich was unsuccessful in his bid
. to be elected governor, losing to Rob-
. ert M. Lafollette.

Bassett. dairy and beef  cattle
farmer, Russell Olson was elected

lieutenant governor on the Republican .

ticket in 1978. Prior to that,"Olson had
served 14 years .as an assemblyman.
His termy as lieutenant . governor
‘lasted until 1982.
Conrad Shearer had a pohtlcal ca-
“reer in Madison that spanned three
decades. He was elécted as Kenosha
assemblyman in 1923. Six years later,

he moved to the state Senate, where

he was a Republican bulwark, serving

until 1949. Shearer was the Senate's
president pro-tem from 1941 to 1947.

An even longer career in the state

. Legislature’s lower house belonged to

- George Molinaro, elected as a Demo-

crat to the Assembly in 1947. He

continued to-be re-elected every two

- years until 1977, when he retired as

dean of the state lawmakers. He
served as Assembly speaker in 1959.

Nine men have served as state

.. senator representing Kenosha County,

" during he last 70 years. In the earlier

~days, the senatorial district was larg- -

- er, including at times, Walworth and
‘Rock Counties. -Lawrence Cun-

Conrad Shearer
... stalwart political star

ningham, a Beloit Republican, held -

the post from 1913 to: 1921. He was
followed by an Elkhorn resident, Eldo
T. Ridgeway, who served in the 1920s.

After Shearer’s 20 year of service in
the senate, William F. Trinke, also a
‘Republican, held the post from 1949 to
1961.

Kenoshan, and later circuit judge,
Earl D. Morton was Kenosha's state
. senator for four years, to 1965. Morton

was the last Republican to hold the

post.

Civic ‘and labor activist, Joseph
Lourigan was senator from 1965 to
1973. He was followed by Douglas
LaFollette, only distantly related to

. Wisconsin’s famous Lafollette politi-

cal family. He served one term; from
1973, and later went on to two sepa-
rate terms as Wisconsin’s secretary
of state.

_ Former Pleasant Prairie town
chairman John J. Maurer, a com-
mercial airline pilot, followed
LaFollette, serving a decade as state
senator from 1975 to 1985, when he
retired, to assume an appointment to

" head the state’s veterans affairs agen-

cy. Last  November, former as-

semblyman, Joseph Andrea was
elected to the seat. .

Since 1915, 23 men -~ 11 Re-
‘publicans and 11 Democrats, plus a

lone Progressive — served Kenosha
County in the state Assembly. Until
the Depression era, the represent-
atives were all Republicans; since
1933, with just four exceptions, all
have been Democrats.

Don J. Vincent, Genoa City, was
our assemblyman for several terms in
the ‘“‘Teens”’ and the  1920s. Other
assemblymen in the 20s included Pe-
ter Anderson, Somers, and Malcolm
D. Farr, Kenosha, as well as Shearer,

_who was destined for greater service -
in the senate.

Representatives in the 1930s in-
cluded Republicans August J. Piper,
Somers; C. Ernest Dewey and Lewis
W. Powell, both of Kenosha; Demo-
crats ‘Alfred C. Grosvenor, Kenosha,

"George E. Mahoney, Kenosha, and

Matt G. Siebert, Salem; and
Progressive, Emil Costello, who

served a term from. 1937 to. 1939.

Republican Frederick S. Pfennig,
Kenosha, held office from 1941 to 1951.
In -addition to Molinaro, the later
senators, Lourigan and Morton,
served in the Assembly in the 1950s.

In the early 1960s, Russ Olson and
Democrat Earl Elfers, Trevor, staged
several nip and tuck batties for the
assembly. Olson won in “61 and ‘67,
with Elfers winning in “63. Olson
continued in office through 1979.

Eugene Dorff, Kenosha Democrat,
represented the south side of the city
from 1971 to 1983, when he did not seek
re-election. John Antaramian won
that seat. . e

Joseph Andrea was the northside
representative from 1977, until he
opted last year to run for the state
Senate seat vacated by the retiring
Maurer. Peter Barca won Andrea's
old Assembly seat. Mary K. Wagner,
who represented the western portion
of Kenosha County in the Assembly,
was replaced by Cloyd Porter, Burl-
ington, in a district expanded by the
redrawing of political boundaries.

John Maurer
«. senator for 10 years

Elfers

Barca

Foi’mer_members of the Asserhbly

Wagner

Present members of the Assembly

Porter

Antaramian

LU

‘ Joseph Andrea
... Noves on to Senate - . - Assembly, Senate, judge

Russell Olson
... ex-lieutenant governor

- George Molinaro
- 30 years in Madison

Frederick Pfennig
... state assemblyman

Earl D. Morton



Here’s how we got there in 1935 . . .

Shown above is the world’s first 100 foot all powered, all metal aerial ladder.

Here’s how we get there in 1985 ..
Shown above is the world’s tallestkaerial ladder (110 feet) on a tractor drawn truck.

_Shown above is the world’s tallest
aerial ladder (110 feet) on a tractor
drawn truck.

We started building wagons and
carriages in Kenosha in 1857. These
gradually evolved into fire engines and
apparatus. that have served thousands
of communities here and abroad.

Pirsch is the oldest ménufacturerk of

fire trucks in the United States and is
also the oldest privately owned
continuously operated company in
Wisconsin.

Our continued progress depends on
our employees and on the City of
Kenosha with which we hope to
identify for another 150 years.

We salute our city, state and nation.

PIRSCH

Peterpirsch& Séns Co.

Kenosha, Wisconsin. Manufacturers of the world’s finest pumpers and aerial ladder trucks.
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Theusands of hides, for: harness leather in the horse-and-buggy era, were stored In this sorting room at the Allen Tannery

Industry grows and Kenosha grows with it

The city was close to raw materials, had abundant labor adequate capxta]

transportatlon and near-by markets

Like other lake cities, Kenosha was -
settled early and had visions of be-
coming a major lake port. By 1890, the
relative importance of the Lake Mich-
igan cities was well established. Chi-

_cago had become dominant while Mil-

" waukee had gained superiority over
the Wisconsin lake cities. Kenosha
lagged behind Racine partly because
.of her poor harbor, but the economic
importance of the harbor was and
continued to be relatively small.

Location between two major metro-
politan areas was to significantly in-
fluence the subsequent development
of business and industry in the city

and county. As the railroad network .

expanded, the city benefited and -in
later years an expanding highway
network provided favorable transpor-
tation rates. Kenosha was close to
supplies of raw materials, had abun-
dant labor, adequate capital, and was-
in the middle of a growing urban
market that provided incentives for
industrial expansion.

In the 30 years between 1890 and
1920, Kenosha was transformed from
a small town into a major industrial
city. Population grew from 6,532 in
1890 to 40,472 by 1920, moving it from
17th to third among Wisconsin cities.

-Manufacturing employment in-
creased from approximately 1,000 to
_more than 13,000 and the total value of

- manufacturing output rose from $2.5
million to $103.7 million. By 1920 the
city ranked behind only Milwaukee

_.and_Racine_in_ number_of manufac- -

turingiemployees and value of manu-

facturing output.

The Baln Wagon Works manufactured wagons that carried pioneers west

" Tn 1890, the ma]or manufacturmg
firms in the city included Simmons
Manufacturing Company (North-

western Wire Mattress Company),
Bain~-Wagon Works, which provided
the wagons that carried the pioneers

west, N.R. Allen and Son Tannery, the
largest tapnery in the nation in its
(continued on page 57)
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" KNOWNAND WORN "
THE WORLD OVER

YJOCKEY
INTERNATIONAL.

A COMMITMENT TO QUALITY AND VALUE

UNDERWEAR » SPORTSWEAR ¢ HOSIERY  SLEEPWEAR
HEADQUARTERS: KENOSHA, W!SCONSIN
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day, Pettit Malting Company and Chi- -

cago Brass Company (now Arco
Metals). -

Growing industry

Expansion was rapid during the
1890s and by 1900, manufacturing em-
ployment had “tripied ‘to. over. 3,000
workers. The establishment of Chica-

go Brass in 1886 scon attracted other
firms to the city. Badger Brass Com-

pany and C.M. Hall Lamp Company

were established in. 1898 to take ad-+ <

vantage of  the output of Chicago
Brass. In 1892, Chicago Rockford Ho-
siery Company began operating and
another textile firm, Cooper. Under-
wear (now Jockey International),
moved to the city. ;

Employment was concentrated in
the three largest firms, and this domi-
nance by a few firms was to continue
throughout. the 20th Century. Subse-
quentnt decades saw major changes
in the composition of .industries and
firms. - .

‘The T.B. Jeffery Company, manu-
facturer of the Rambler automobile,
had rapidly risen to an important
position but still trailed Simmons in
number of employees. Diversity in the
manufacturing sector had increased
slightly from 1900 and there were now
four major employers. The copper
and brass industry continued to ex-
pand with the increasing importance
of Chicago Brass Company and Frost
Manufacturing Company. Another in-
dication of Kenosha’s rapid manufac-
turing development was the estab-
lishment of the Kenosha Manufac-
turers Association in 1907 with 12
membefs. It was the first such group
in the state. ’

Population growth in the city and
county continued at a rapid pace
between 1910 and. 1920. Manufacturing
employment doubled to 13,904 in 1919,
a.figure not reached again until 1947
and above the number of manufac-
turing employees for the city in the
1972 census of manufacturers. ~

Nash Motors emerges
"The major change during the pre-

ceding 10 years was the emergence of -

Nash Motors as the major employer,
replacing Simmons Manufacturing
Company which slipped to second
place despite a substantial increase in
the average number of employees.

e

“The SimnfonsManufacturing ’c’).,';wo_rld’s iargest maker of iron and brass beds

an important employer. Three of the
firms on the list were in the cyclical
primary metals industry ... American
Brass, Macomber and Whyte, and

Arneson Foundry. Nash Motors, Win-

ter Motors and Simmons - Manufac-
turing produced consumer durable
goods. Only. the textile firms, Cooper
Underwear and Black Cat Textiles
Company (formerly Chicago-Rock-
ford Hosiery Company) manufactured
consumer non-durable goods.

The others on the list produced

The Chlcago Brass Co., later Anaconda American Brass

Allen Tannery had passed it peak and
Bain Wagon Company was no longer .

B . ‘
.. intermediate goods sold to other man-

ufacturing firms. By 1920 Kenosha
had become a major manufacturing

‘city but there was virtually no manu-
- facturing development beyond the
“city borders. The portion of total

county population living in the city
increased from 42 percent in 1890 to 79
percent in 1920. :

The city’s comparative advantage
was increasingly in durable goods and
the new firms that located in the city
usually were linked to that industry.
There was a total of 84 manufacturing
firms in Kenosha in 1919, well below
the 234 reported in Racine. This pat-

~ tern of very high manufacturing em-

ployment concentrated in a relatively
small number of firms developed ear-
ly and was to persist in succeeding
decades.

Kenosha’'s advantages in this early
period of manufacturing growth were
related mainly to location. Favorable
transportation rates: and closeness to
expanding markets were especially
important. Raw materials could be
obtained economically in many cases
and manufactured products could be
delivered to other manufacturers or
consumers at favorable rates.

The supply of labor was adequate
and could be increased as needed.
Land for manufacturing expansion
was available in and around the city.
Water was abundant and fuel require-
ments could be met competitively.
Capital needs could be met locally or

fram Milwonkoa nr Chirsan Aec man.

ufacturing firms began to locate in th
city, other firms in related industrie:

- were attracted to the area. Thes

linkage effects were especially impor

“tant from 1900 to 1920.

Broader markets

One of the earliest Kenosha manu
facturing firms to produce for mor
than a local market was the Bah
Wagon Co. which started operations i
1840. By 1890, the firm was producing
about 12,000 wagons annually. Prod
uction and employment peaked abou
1910 and the firm declined to under 10«
employees by 1920.

N.R. Allen and Sons Tanner:
started in 1856 and by 1820 was han
dling over 200,000 hides a year. Whil
still a major employer in 1920, it
relative importance had declined. Th
decline of these two firms followe
quite closely the relative decline ¢
the wagon and tanning industries na
tionally. '

The Simmons Manufacturing Co
was the largest firm in the city unti
surpassed by Nash after 1910. Th
Simmons family was among the earl
settlers and played a long and impor
tant role in the city’'s development

.including the establishment of th

city’s library.

Zalmon Simmons established th
Simmons Box Co. in 1871 to manufac
ture cheese boxes.

Simmons was active in other busi

f anntimsad an naco B
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cEee—=————————= AFAMILY PORTRAIT

FRANK LmElu COMPANY FRANK LWEM COMPANY

KENOSHA. WISCONSIN 53141

We are the Frank L. Wells Company ...
110 strong.

We are the nation’s only manufacturer of
wire working machinery for the bedding and
furniture industry. We have been manufacturing
this kind of equipment since 1893, in Kenosha.

The chances are 9 to 1 that tonight you will
sleep on a mattress whose springs were made

KENNSHA WIRAANSIN K214t

by our machinery.

This year two-thirds of our products will be
sold overseas. In the past 5 years, we have sold
machinery to more than 40 countries in the free
world.

There are’ many ‘reasons why a company
survives; but for us it is the skills and .
commitment of our employees. o

MENASLS MAROAMOIL Bt 44

FRANK L“'Ells COMPANY  FRANK LmElu COMPANY

WEMACUR 1UOANAICI £0s ae



‘(Continued from page'@?)

ness ventures, including the First

National Bank of Kenosha-and a tele-
graph company. During the 1870s the
‘firm also produced fanning mills; In
1885 Simmeons began.to manufacture
bedding and furniture under the name
Northwestern’ Wire  mattress Com-
pany. Growth was rapid and it soon
'became the major firm in the city.
The firm’s close attachment to
Kenosha was lessened in 1919 when
headquarters were moved to New
York City, although it remained a
major employer through the 1950s
before moving to Munster, Ind.

-

First in the west 4

Chicago Brass Company was or-
ganized in 1886 by T.J. Avery, presi-
dent of Elgin National Watch Com-
pany and E.D. Tuttle, a former brass
salesman. Zalmon Simmons was in-
strumental in persuading the new
firm to build the first brass works
west of Detroit in Kenosha in 1866,
Firms which relied on its output of
copper and brass, tubing, sheets, bars
and rods, were attracted to Kenosha.
Badger Brass Manufacturing- Com-
pany and Frost Manufacturing Co.
were started by former Chicago Brass

" employees. In 1901, the firm was
purchased by Coe Brass Company, a
subsidiary of American Brass Com-
pany. In 1912, Chicago Brass Co. was
dissélved and the Kenosha operations
became American. Brass Co.,
Kenosha Division. Employment in-

A Kenosha-built Peter Pirsch Co. fire wagon from 1895

. creased gradually and by 1913 there

were 692 mill employees. Business
expanded dramatically during World
War I and by 1918 there were 2,418
employees, )

Several smaller firms were estab-
lished prior to 1890. Kenosha Crib
Company founded in 1884, produced
children’s cribs and later other
wooden furniture. The name was
changed to Hannahs Manufacturing
Company in 1892. .

Perhaps the oldest firm still in the
city, Peter Pirsch and Co., dates back
to a wagon company started by the
Pirsch family in the 1850s. In the early
1900s the firm began to concentrate on
fire equipment and the present firm
was officially established in 1919.

Cooper Underwear Co. (now Jockey

International) was established in St.
Joseph, Mich., in 1876 and moved to
Kenosha in 1892. The firm first manu-
factured underwear and hosiery, but
beginning in 1914, concentrated on
underwear. A second textile firm,
Chicago-Rockford Hosiery Co. also
opened a plant in Kenosha in 1832. In
1916 the name was changed to Black
Cat Textile Co. and changed again in
1920 to Allen A. Company after the
Allen family had purchased control in
1912,

Hall Lamp Co.

Thé C.M. Hall Lamp Company, a
producer of bicycle. and later auto
lamps, moved to Kenosha from Chica-
go in 1898. Badger Brass Manufac-

turing Company was founded in 18¢
to produce solar gas and oil lamp
*Badger was purchased by C.M. Hall i
1917. Both firms relied on Chicag
Brass for material. -

The Frank L. Wells Company we
formed in 1893 to manufacture wit
making machinery, some of whic
was sold to Simmons Manufacturin
Co. Windsor Spring was organized i
1898 as a spring manufacturer. Tt
name was changed to Vincent-Alwar
in 1912 and in 1918 to Vincent McCa
Co. It operated in Kenosha until 196,

In 1900, Thomas B. Jeffer
purchased the Sterling Bicycle C
plant in Kenosha. By 1901 the Thome
B. Jeffery Co. was ‘producin
Rambler automobiles. In 1913 truck

(continued on page 8
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“MACWHYTE COMPANY - WORLDWIDE DEPENDABILITY

1 e

Mining coal and strategic materials
throughout the free world

Supporting the St. Louis Keeping the masts of America's Cup Maintaining San Francisco’s love
"Gateway to the West” arch contenders in place ) offair with cable cars

| A KENOSHA TRADITION FOR 73 YEARS

¥ FEXFIILS . E AR .




'Industry in the past

Between 1890 and 1920 Kenosha was trans-
formed from a small town mto a major
mdustnal city

Some of the men associated with the company that was-to become
Ladish Co. Tri-Clover Division are shown above in earlier years of the
company. They are Bill Jurs, L.C. Thomsen, Ewald Thomsen, Frank
Jensen, Paul Thornton, Frank Sausage and Art Ellis at the 35th Avenue
shop. The company was founded in 1919. L. C. Thomsen, a Danish
immigrant, eventually left Trl-Clover to found the company that bears
his name today..

The M.Ha.Petit Malting Co. traced Its origins back to 1857. It

The Chicago Brass finishing -department in 1909. This had a capacity of 300,000 bushels and cost $50,000 to build.

company was the predecessor of Anaconda-American Brass.

The Malting House
fire, possibly the larg-
est in the history of
Kenosha, occurred in
1914 on the site. now
occupied by the Elks.
Club. To avoid smoke
inhalation, children
. were dismissed from -
school ... and they
went to watch the fire."
The company never re-
sumed operations.
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IT ALL BEGAN 108 years ago when Ole Arneson, a
Norwegian 1mrmgrant landed in New York. Even-
tually he found his way to Kenosha where he mort-
g Fed his home to raise $500 to start the company.

I but $50 .was invested in the new plant because in
his words, “We had to eat’:

Four persons were then associated with the Arheson
Foundry in a plant that now covers 15 acres. Today
100 employees-keep us in operation 24 hours a day.

Kenosha has been good to us since-the beginning:
Then as now, our city possesses the ingredients for
success ... impressive recreation areas, efficient
government, proximity to markets and, of course,
our lake.

It was this environment that nurtured our tradition
of attention to detail, engineering skills and flexibili-

~ Ole Arneson, made many
- good decisions. One of them
was to come to Kenosha...

ty. As many as 550 different patferns have been used
in one day. Castings vary in size from one pound to

125,000 pounds.

We have developed a reputation for fast dehvery
Several years ago, a ship carrying perishable fruit in
San Francisco Bay stripped the gear of its anchor
mechanism. - The Arneson Foundry was contacted,

the gear was. cast, machined and. air expressed. Thé

fruit arrived mthout damage.

We are guided b}' the concept that ““first of all .
we do it right.” If you want to survive as a ]obbmg
foundry, you cannot afford to make errors. Our sam-

ple is the final product. - .

Our story might have been far less interesting if Ole
Ameson had not settled in Kenosha We like it here
. and we're staying,

Y = ARNESON FOUNDRY, Inc.

3303 66th STREET o KENOSHA, WISCONSIN . 53142

Welders touch up the castings

We take pride in the castings that we produce. We are molding our future plece by piece.
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(Continued from page 58)

. were added to the line. By 1916 the |
’company was a major independent -
auto producer and Kenosha’s future
was firmly tied to the success or

" failure of the automobile.The
company’s production reached 13,513
in 1914.

By - 1915 the Jeffery heirs were
looking for an opportunity to sell.

_ Charles Nash had resigned as presi-
dent of General Motors in 1916 in a
" dispute with W.C., Durant and was
looking for a new auto venture. In July
of that year, he purchaséd the Thomas
B. Jeffery Company for $5 million
dollars and renamed it the Nash Mo-
tor Co.
* The Nash name replaced Jeffery on
the autos in 1917. The firm expanded
production of the four-wheeled-drive
“quad” truck and in 1918 Nash was
‘the largest truck producer in. the
country, most of them going to .the
armed forces. An assembly plant was
opened in Milwaukee in 1920, but the
‘bulk of production reached 35,084 an-
nual units by 1920 with sales exceed»
ing $57 million.

In 1919 Nash was the seventh larg-
est auto producer ranking behind,
Ford; General Motors, Dodge, Willys-
Overland (later to become part of
American Motors Corp.), Studebaker
and Hudson (merged with Nash in
1954 to form American Motors Corp.).
Profits rose from $2 million to $§7
million between 1917 and 1920. - - .

Two firms, operating under the . c . ] -

(continu eg on page 85) . 'Nash employees construct sturdy wooden crating readying vehicles for export

Lend me the stone strength of the past and I
will lend you

The wings of the future, for I have them.
Robinson J eﬁers

Best Wi@hes to the people of Kenosha
as you proudly celebrate the past
and anticipate the future. .

a7 :."\ ' 2 , '
R, B * (Johnson
& kAR 0 (11
g H R N ’ ax




Ofver60 years of service m safeguagrding
~_the health of America ;th-rough t,he
sanitary conveyance of food produects.

g

Frofﬁ. ofur beginning'-on 35t’h‘ Avenﬁ_é 1n 1919 to .

Our present location in Pleasant Prairie

We at Tri-Clover Division take great satisfaction in
knowing the important part that our products have
played in making the foods consumed in the United

- States the safest and healthiest in the world.

Our horizons are always expanding, and wherever
products for human consumption are processed, be it
food, pharmaceuticals or cosmetics, you’ll find Tri-
Clover’s products, workmanship and dedication. .

Tri-Clover Division—
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53141
AN ARMCO COMPANY

GREAT SOLUTIONS IN PROCESS

LADISEH CO.




- Kenosha, it had approximately 400
.employees.

(Continued from page €3) . -

direction of the descendanfs of the
founders, were established early in
the present century. Walter Frost was
employed by Badger Brass Manufac-
turing Company when he decided that
the market for plumbing supplies
would soon surpass that for bicycle
lamps. In 1902 he and his father,
Charles N. Frost, established the
Frost Manufacturing Co. to produce
brass plumbing fixtures. A new plant
was built in 1912 to accommodate
increasing business.

The Arneson and Kousek Foundry
Company was started in 1902 to make
iron and steel castings. In 1904 the
name was_changed to Arneson Foun-
dry. Another new firm, N.S. Koos and
Sons, Inc. was started in 1901 as a
tannery, but in 1912 began the manu-
facture of fertilizer, Specialty Brass
Company began- making brass goods
in the old Anderson Brothers Foundry
in 1907. ’

Macomber & Whyte Rope Company
of Coal City, Ill., opened a wire and
rope mill in Kenosha in 1912. The
Kenosha Industrial Association pro-
vided $37,500 and 10.5 acres of land as
an inducement for the firm to build in
the city. The firm transferred its
headquarters to Kenosha in 1915.

e

hé to room of th

Motor Truck Company. The firm pro-
duced trucks during World War I, but
the backlog of surplus trucks in the
post-war period seriously reduced its
business. Between 1920 and 1922 the
firm manufactured automobiles and
later fire trucks under the name of
Kenosha Fire Engine and Truck Co.

Tri-Clover Machine Co. was formed
in 1919 to produce stainless dairy
fittings, one of several firms in
Kenosha ‘that specialized in this kind
of work. '

'L.C. THOMSEN, Inc.

| 52 years |
serving the heart
- of dairyland.

In 1920 the name was changed to
Macwhyte Company after the
withdrawal of F.B. Macomber from
the business. After only eight years in

. M.P. Winther left Jeffery Company
in 1916 and established the Winther

Working, IiVing,
growing with
Kenosha.

Welike it here!
HOMSEN,

Quality Sanitary Equipmeht for Food * Dairy * Chemical Inaustries
THOMSEN, INC. . 1303 43rd Street . Kenosha, Wisconsin

old Frost Company plant, 1903

A\

Manufacturing growth in Kenosha
in the 1920s-slowed from the pace of
the preceding decades.

The average number of wage
earners in manufacturing was lower
in 1925 and 1929 than in 1919, suggest-
ing that the Great Depression was
actually underway in 1929. Slower
growth during ‘20s was pot accom-
panied by increased diversification in
the local economy. Manufacturing re-
mained dominant with the emphasis
on durable goods. This was to have a

, =
Martin P. Winther
... founder of Dynamatic

ade. : .
‘During the 1920s there were several
changes in the composition of the

severe impact in the succeeding dec-

manufacturing sector. In 1926 Bain

Wagon Company consolidated with
the Pekin Wagon Co. and moved to
Illinois. N,R. Allen and Sons Co. had
become part of the Central Leather
Co. in 1916. 1t ceased Kenosha opera-
tions in 1927 and the plant was sold at
auction in 1929. Both of these firms
(continued on page 67)




Kenosha Boiler and Structural Co. began in this building 71 years ago committed to service, quality and customer satisfaction.

“It was just hard work”’

~ Adam F. Jankus

When the late Adam
F. Jankus was asked to
comment on the dif-
ficulties he encountered
in guiding our company
through the Depression,
World War 1I, and the
- post war years, he re-
_plied-... “It was not a struggle ... just hard
work.” S

Although the product mix has changed over
the years, our commitment to quality and ser-
vice continues through the efforts of our 25
employees. o

,Their handiwork dots the horizon of Kenosha
and other cities in the form of buildings, smo-
kestacks, church steeples, air scrubbers, and
storage tanks. : .

Our product is part of the landscape
throughout the nation and in countries as dis-

- tant as Liberia, China, and Indonesia. We also

Shown above is one section of a 212-foot high, 14-foot wide chimney recently insfalied at a ulp ﬁi

manufacture industrial items requiring metal.
that is cut, bent, rolled and welded. :

OQur skilled craftsmen ' fabricate metal
roducts used in cement and coal processing,
garnessing electricity, water pollution control,
material handling, construction, and machin-
ery manufacturing. In recent years we have
also. specialized in providing warehouse steel
for industry, and have recently completed the
expansion of our warehouse to accommodate
the growing demand. :

How does a small company with 25 em-

ployees compete?

Allan Jankus, president of-our firm, offered
this reply. “When gou have capable employees
who are.concerned about their customers and
want their product to reflect their skills, the
chances are good that you will survive in the
market place. We intend to survive in Kenosha
a long time.”

KENOSHA BOILER anaSTRUCTURAL CO.
4117 13th Court @ P.O. Box 38 « Kenosha, Wisconsin 53141

il in Green Ba&, Wisconsin.
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-had been declifing in importance 'so
” the economic impact of their leaving
was small.

The C.M. Hall Lamp Co. moved to
‘Detroit in 1926. Holm Manufacturing
Co. a jobber machine shop, s started in
/1920, Sullivan-Becker Machine Co.
-was formed in 1923 as a maker of
* custom tools and dies. This firm
operates today under the name
" Becker, Inc. Moriarty Manufacturing
‘ Co. was organized in 1928 to produce
.. curtain rods and fixtures.

The 1920s was a period of rapid
expansion for Nash Motor. Co, and it

. rose to a position of dominance in the
local economy.

Nash operations were .consistently
profitable during the 1920s. It ranked
sixth among auto companies in net
" profit in 1923, seventh in 1925 and sixth
_in relatively depressed 1929. The
Kenosha economy had become depen-
_ dent on the auto industry and local
employment and income tended to
" fluctuate with conditions in that in-
" dustry.

Kenosha was especially hard hit by
. the depression of the 1930s because of

its heavy reliance on the production of .

-durable goods. The number of prod-

uction workers fell sharply and had

. recovered to only 8,572 by 1939, under
~the 1929 level of 11,478 and far below
* the total of 13,045 reported in 1819.

Pattern followed

The pattern of very severe contrac-

_ tion through 1933, slow recovery
“ through 1937, sharp contraction and
- then slow recovery through. 1941 was
general to the mianufacturing sector
of the city. The declines in Kenosha

were everi more sensxtive to business .

fluctations.

Allen A. Co: ceased its Kenosha
operations in 1938 causing a substan-
tial loss of jobs. Former employees

. instituted a drive to reopen the plant.
. Stock was sold and the plant was

reopened in 1939 with the aid of a -

Reconstruction Finance Corp. loan as
Kenosha Full Fashioned Hosiery Co.

Hannahs Manufacturing Co.
stopped production in 1938, causing an
~additional loss of jobs.

Two new firms established during
the depression have since developed
into major employers. Snap-on
Wrench Co. which started in Milwau-
kee in 1920 making auto repair
.wrenches, built a new plant in
Kenosha in 1930. Dynamatic Corp.
was established in 1931 to produce a

" revoluntionary type of slip clutch.

Several other firms were founded
during the decade. Those still operat-
ing in- 1976 include Kenosha Packing
Co. (1935), Lake Crest Furniture Man-
ufacturing Co. (1938), Modern Spe-
cialty Manufacturing Co. (1939), and
L.C. Thomsen and Sens, Inc. (1932)
and Kenosha Auto Transport (1937).

“ Other firms that subsequently ceased
operating in the city were .the
Kenosha Brass and Aluminum Foun-
dry, Lundberg Brothers Machine Co.,
which became the Haubrich Machine
and Tool Co., Quaker Stretcher Com-

pany, which moved to Antioch, Ili.,

and Rudy Tool and Machine Co. Nash
Motors merged with Kelvinator Corp.
to form Nash-Kelvinator Corp. in
1837.

'9"?"\‘9&&1‘4!’)"1‘!&9@%!!&ﬂva»,.v*,no'ovtqtov!???’&';!;?af
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. Cooper Underwear bullding

* Mobilization and World War Il dom- _

inated the ‘first half of the 1940s in
Kenosha as elsewhere in the United
States. War contracts were slow to
develop and when auto production was
curtailed in 1942, Nash operations and
employment dropped sharply. As war
contracts were received, the manu-
facturing sector revived and by 1943
the last remnants of the Depression
‘were eliminated by the influx of gov-
ernment orders.

Employment at Nash, which aver-

aged about 3,800 in 1941, was up to

7,300 by 1945. In 1947, the census
reported 71 manufacturing firms em-
ploying 14,028 production workers and
16,885 total employees surpassing the
previous high set in 1919. Value added
by manufacture was almost four
times the 1937 level indicating the
extent to which the local manufac-
turing sector prospered during and
immediately after the war.

Industry- rapidly converted to
peacetime production and manufac-

turing output expanded although total

employment remained relatively
stable. In 1947 Kenosha ranked third
among Wisconsin cities in manufac-
turing.

Employment. at Nash-Kelvinator
had increased about four-fold and
Simmons about 25 percent between
1920 and 1950, while employment at
American Brass declined. Coopers,
Inc., MacWhyte and Frost Co., con-
tinued on the list from 1920. Major
additions were Snap-On Tools and Tri-

_ Clover.

Auto production at Nash-Kelvinator

. expanded rapidly as the company

‘capitalized on the post-war automo-

* .bile boom.

Production and sales grew steadlly
-and' net profit in 1949 and 1950 ex-
ceeded the previous highs of the 1920s.

" Several new firms were established
during the 1940’s. An important addi-
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An early photograph at the Arneson Foundry

Thomas B. Jeffery .
... his company became AMC-

‘tion was LeBlanc Corp., a maker of

musical instruments, organized in

‘1946 by a- parent company head-

quartered in Paris. Other newcomers

.included Badger Automatic Products

Co. (1946), Burton Klemp Corp.
(1947), Easterday Paint and Chemical
Co. (1946), G&H Products Inc. (1944),
Great Lakes Battery Co., Quick Cable

--Corp. (1946), Kenosha Automatic

Charles W, Nash
... bought Jeffery Co.
Products Co. (19;6), Kenosh
Leatherette and Display Co. (1947,

Kenosha Machine and Grinding Cc
(1941), Kenosha Toel and Engineerin

. Co. (1945), Lafayette Machine an
‘Toot Co. (1946), Lowe, Inc. (1940) an

Weldcraft, Inc. (1943). Lowe, Inc. wa

a publisher of children’s books.
A major change during_ the 1950’
(continued on ))age‘ é
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Then. ..
and Now ...

SNAP-ON TOOLS CORPORA-
TION is a leader and an
innovator. Today, Snap-on
remains #1 in the hand tool
industry. Our products are
respected and sought by
professional mechanics the
world over.

The Company is pleased to have
been a leading force in helping
‘to develop much that is good -
“about Kenosha, We take prlde
‘in our commumty

Yet, beyond corporate

| ,oontnbu‘uons, we are proud

~ that, over the years, thousands
of Snap -on employees have
toiled on committees and
boards, lending their energies,
ideas, and commitment toward a
better city for us all. Through
the years Kenosha and Snap-on
have grown together.

| Snap-on challenges each citizen
to help move Kenosha toward
an even brighter tomorrow.

Sn@vfrt.sz@

A part of Kenosha for 55 years
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was the merger of Nash-Kelvinator

and the Hudson Motor Car Co. to form
American Motors Corp: Kenosha be-
came the major production location
for the new company.

American Motors Corp. suffered
losses for its first four years and saw
its share of domestic auto sales drop
below 2 percent by 1957. Production,
sales and profits began to expand
rapidly in 1958 with the move to
compact cars and by 1960 the firm
accounted for 7.2 percent of domestic
production, employed over 14,000
production workers in Kenosha and

had become the largest private em- .

ployer in the state.

Simmons closes

. A second major change in the man-
ufacturing sector was the closing of
the Simmons Co. operations in 1959.
The firm had been a major part of the

city since 1871 and as late as 1952

employed over 4,000. workers locally.

- The company cited plant ob-
solescence, uncooperative labor .

climate, high state and local taxes,
unfavorable freight rates and chang-
ing conditions in its industry as the
reasons for the move to Munster, Ind.
While the closing came as a shock to

the city, the -economic impact was’

substantially lessened by rapid ex-
pansion at American Motors, includ-
ing its occupation of the Simmons
facility which became known as the
Lakefront Plant.

. Additional changes- inclixded the
¢ closing of manufacturing operations

The Roots of Democracy . . .
.. . are deeply embedded in and nourished by the principles of fre]edyo’m. _

Freedom and democracy, on trial for more than 200 years, have passed
the test of time. Jealously guarded, they will endure unless the freedom of
choice is supplanted by untried idleogies and utopian promises.

There are no substitutes for honesty, integrity, and hard work to m‘uim‘vui’n ‘
our freedoms. To surrender these values, even by degrees, would be

disastrous.

America is the greatest - let's keep it that way. It takes the efforts of all of

us: all races and religions working full time to guarantee the preservation

of freedom.

Small business is the result of individual initiative and the cradle of our

by Kenosha Full Fashioned Mills in
the late 1950s. The impact was slight
because final employment was well
below the earlier highs of 800 or more,
but the loss increased the importance
of durable goods manufactured in the
city and county.

Specialty Brass Co. was acquired
by Tri-Clover Machine Co. in 1951 and

“the - latter firm was purchased : by

Ladish Co. of Cudahy in 1953. New
manufacturing firms established dur-
ing the 1950s included Famco Machine
Co., Finishing and Plating Service,

giant industries. Together we can take the future in stride.

BOFE ASSOCIATES INC,
PRECISION MACHNING / 8961 SHERIDAN RD.

Since 1950 -

Officials in 1912 at the first Macwhyte Wire Rope Co. building
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Inc., Gateway Pattern and Machine
Co., and Streblow. Boats, Inc.
.Employment at Dynamatic

Division .of Eaton Corporation and-

Tri-clover Division increased during

the. decade. Snap-on Tool Corp. also

continued to grow. Employment at
Anaconda American Brass decreased
although it remained the second larg-
est employer in the city until sur-
passed by Snap-on Tools.

In 1960 Kenosha ranked third and
fourth in the state in terms of prod-
uction workers-and value -added: by

" - manufacture. It was still heavily de

-+ pendent on durable goeds production
~Of ‘the eight largest firms, only
Cooper’s, Inc. (now Jockey Interna
~tional) produced ' corisumer non
durable goods. : ’

Ninety firms

Although there were 80 manufac
turing firms in the city, only six hae
more -than 500 employees. America:
Motors employed -over 12 times a
many as the second largest firm.

As' the conglomerate concept de
veloped, several major local firm:
‘became part of larger companie

« headquartered elsewhere. America
Motors was-based in Detroit, Anacon
da in Waterbury, Conn.; Tri-Clove:
Division of - Ladish in- Cudahy
Dynamatic was a division: of Eato
Corp. of Cleveland, Ohio, MacWhyt(

-~ was acquired by Amsted Industries o

' Chicago, - Jockey International be
came associated with Wolf and Co. i1
Chicago. This trend of absentee own
ership became a cause for concern
not necessarijly warranted, that a cor
responding decline in community
identity and involvement on the ‘par:
of these firms might occur..

The “60s were marked by the in
creasing influence on the Kenosh:
economy of the vicissitudes of Ameri
. can Motors. By 1967 there were 10(
manufacturing firms in Kenosha, bu
most were small and employmen
- remained concentrated in the larges
firms, i

Ocean Spray ‘Cranberries, Inc., es
tablished in 1930 as a cranberr;

- (continued on page 71



Charles N, Frost Walter J. Frost )
o At the turn of the century Walter J.
Frost took a long look into the future
and decided that the demand for
plumbing supplies would far surpass
that of bicycle lamps in the years to
come. : o
He backed his judgment with his
savings, borrowed $15,000 and
founded Frost Co. He produced his
first plumbing fixture trim on

consisted of 27 persons.
As the business grew, research and
development became a major

' The old engine room - 1902

coupled with laboratory and practical
shop experience resulted in continual
improvement and the expansion -of
the product line to over 1,500 items.

The company’s progress in
plumbing was interrupted by two
world wars. In 1917 approximately 80
percent of its facilities were used to
manufacture harness trimmings,
buckles for uniforms, ammunition
adapters and hoosters.

- In 1941, the government contracted.
with Frost for the manufacture of
cartridge cases, grenades and Bofors
mounts. Employment expanded to 700

» . during the war with three shifts
working seven days a week.

After the war, the company’s
business grew dramatically. New
facilities were continually added to
increase manufacturing floor space.
Today, one out of eight homes in the
United States contains Frost

Burnishing lathes about 1910

General Knudsen visits the plant during World War II'

Morton C. Frost

}‘h: io;rth and fifth generations Threading sink strainers
)
Ve, ushh s el 0 X .'3‘1"?» IR ,l\gg.tf ) Jom for the nation’s homes

November 2, 1902, The wmjk force -

activity. New engineering concepts.

Inspecting diesel injectors
that keep trucks moving

RS . AR IR AR ¥ - ) 3
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For five ge_n’eratib?ns, |
Frost Co. has participated
in Kenosha’s progress ...

plumbing equipment.

Frost products can be found in the
nation’s most famous home, the
White House. Every president of the
United States since Teddy Roosevelt -
has enjoyed the benefit of Frost

lumbing and since President Ford, .

rost swimming pool equipment as
well. ’ i )

Frost Co. manufacturing operations
now provide jobs for 200 men and
women who produce brass, bronze
and aluminum castings, brass trim
for plumbing, stampings for the
automotive industry and home
appliances and a complete line of
swimming pool deck equipment. '

The sales territory of the company
covers the entire United States where
400 salesmen serve 4,500 distributors.
The company’s products are
available in more than 60 foreign
countries. The late A. Walker Perkins
of Kenosha, who accompanied
Admiral Byrd to the Antarctic,
carried a Frost Co. plumbing trap to
‘the South Pole as representative of
the city’s products. :

In 1977, on the 75th anniversary of
the company, the late Morton C.
Frost, then board chairman, observed
that ‘‘the company has endeavored to
satisfy its responsibilities to its
employees, customers ‘and
community. We believe in Kenosha
and have great confidence in -its
future. We plan to participate in its
progress for many years to come.”

Frost Company
a commitment to excellence for 5 geherations
KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 53141

S

CAESEI AT S AP REY

Pouring 2,200 F molten brass that will give v
durability and beauty to plembing fixtures



. (Continued from page 69)
growérs’ cooperative, completed a
new plant in Kenosha in 1970.
- Other new firms established since
1960 include Buckson Screw Machine
Products, Inc. (1968), Charmglow
Products (Bristol, 1970), a maker of
barbecue equipment; Contact Rubber
Corp. (Bristol, 1969), a producer of
specialized rubber. products for in-
“dustry, - Manu-Tronics, Inc. .(1969),
. which manufactures electronic prod-
ucts and assemblies and White Weld-
\ing and Manufacturing Co., Inc. (1960)
“which does welding and fabricating
© work. :

More development
Two companies i addition to

Charmglow have experienced con-

siderable - growth in the industrial
area in the Town of Bristol west of
1-94 which also contains about a dozen
small firms. Beaver Transport Co.
has a major installation there. Merkt
Cheese, which produces various
cheese products, moved into a $5
million facility in 1983.

Kenosha Beef International has de-
veloped into a major producer of meat
products in the Town of Paris with
several hundred employees.

In recent years efforts have been
made to develop industrial parks in
the Kenosha area. Those attempts
have met with only modest success
because of vdrious factors including
limited capital and the difficulties of

_attracting prospects due to.high state

taxes and labor costs.

By the 1970s Kenosha ranked third

among Wisconsin cities in total em-
ployment’ in manufacturing and sec-
ond in value added and- number of
production workers. It continued to be
characterized by a small number of
manufacturing firms relative to popu-

The “reed room” at the. American Brass plant

-lation, employment and value of prod-
uct.

In 1972 there were 86 manufacturing
firms, down from 106 in 1967 and 90 in
1958. At present there are just over

- 100 including the entire county.

Currently the primary metals in-

"dustry largely revolves around Amer-

ican Brass Arco Metals, MacWhyte

Wire Rope Ceo., Snap-on Tools Corp.,

Frost Co., Christ Iron Works and
(continued on page 72)

s we reflect on our first quarter
century with pride, we |
anticipate our second twenty-five

years with confidence and excite-

ment, knowing that our people and

facilities have the ability to meet
| whatever challenges lie ahead for us,

our community, and our customers.

qhester L. and Marie G. Kulesh, Founders
Jim Broughman, President
Mary Lynn Broughman,_vice President

~

GATEWAY TOOL & D
- 1406-25th St., Kenosha, 657-33

1E, INC.

Our name has meant
quality in tools and
dies since 1960.
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(Continued from page 71).
_Arneson Foundry. A brief review of
the dozen largest firms in number of

employees ‘offers some insight into .
the major manufacturing activities in

Kenosha.

AMC is central .

The post-1920 history of American
Motors Corp..has been a central part
of -the story of manufacturing: in
Kenosha. The firm operated as Nash
Motors Co. until the merger with
Kelvinator. to form Nash-Kelvinator
in 1937. After the merger, Charles

Nash became chairman, George Ma- -

son assumed active management as
president, and headquarters was
moved to Detroit. Mason engineered
the merger of Nash-Kelvinator. and
the Hudson Motor Car Co. in 1954 to
form American Motors.Corp. He died
shortly after the merger. was com-
pleted and George Romney, who even-
_tually became governor of Michigan

and Secretary of Housing and Urban

Dévelopment, took over active man-
agement of the new corporation.

Production -of Nash .and Hudson

cars continued.until 1958 when.they . .
were dropped “in favor of compact :

cars. The Kelvinator appliance

~.company- now concentrates on trans-
portation’ ehicles: Kaiser Jeep of

~ Toledo, Ohio was purchased by Amer-"
“ican-Motors-in 1970:. In 1979 Renault ~

began its relationship with American

Motors -and, at present owns 46.4 .
* percent -of the company’s common‘

stock: -

‘In the mid-sixties American Motors
employed more than 15,000 persons in
Kenosha who produced as many as
500,000 cars anmgally. This number
- has declined to about 7,000 employees
‘who last year produced 170,000 Al-
liances and ‘Encores.

Total sales of the company in 1984
exceeded $4.2 billion w1th a profit of
- $15.5 million. ’

BRI

ision was sold to White Con-
sohdated Industries in 1968 and the -

Vito Pascucci, Immder of G, Leblanc

~ American Brass Arco Metals

The beginnings of this company go
back to 1886 when it was known as the
Chicago Brass Co. In 1922 the parent
Américan Brass Co. became a sub-
sidiary of Anaconda Copper Mining

“Co. but t he Kenosha plant continued

to operate as the Kenosha branch of
American Brass Co.

A copper wire mill was opened in.

1924, but discontinued in 1936. Em-
ployment in 1920 was about 2,000

- workers, but this declined during the

1930s and there were just under 1,000

mill: employees in 1939. Employment -
increased during World War II and.

reached a . post-war peak of 1,718 in
1950, then declined to just over 1,000
by 1961.

American Brass Co. changed its

‘narme to Anaconda American Brass

Co. in 1960 becoming a subsidiary of

" . ‘Anaconda Co. Atlantic Richfield, the
~conglomerate which has owned and

operated the Kenosha Anaconda plant

since 1977 through -its Arco.Metals
. division, -is attempting. to divest its -

interest in the copper and brass busi-
ness and thus a new owner is being

_ sought for the company which em-
“ ploys some 700 workers.- The Kenosha
mill» produces “copper,.
‘bronze sheets, rods and tubes.

- Dynamatic

brass . and

Anthony and Martin Wmther

founded Dynamatic Corp.iin'1931 after
experimenting with a clutch and con-

trol that would easily ‘and smoothly -
- accelerate a load.-and control ‘the

output speed when driven by a cons-
tant speed motor. Their concept made
possible the first air-conditioned rail-
road cars. One of the brothers had
originally ‘worked for Jeffery Motor
Co., leaving in 1916 to establish the
Winther Truck Co.

Dynamatic’s adjustable eddy cur-
rent couplings are used in

: dynamometers braking systems and

other industrial applications which
require variable speed . drives. The
firm was purchased by the: Eaton

Ceges

Snap-on salesmen go directly to customers

"~ Joseph Johnson
“: Snap-on founder.

Manufacturing Co. of. Cleveland, Ohio

in '1946. It operated as a subsidiary
‘until 1951 when it became a Division

of Eaton Corp. Approximately 320.

people are employed at the Kenosha
facility.

Frost Co.

“Frost Co., ‘established in 1902, ad-

“dressed the growing. ‘market of house-
. hold, commermal and
--plumbing. - -

‘Major dmsmns mclude the nonfer-
rous foundry division which manufac-

. tures .brass, bronze and aluminum’

castings for industry, the plumbers
brass division producing brass -trim
for plumbing applications, and the
drawing and stamping division which
turns out stampings for the. auto in-

- dustry ameong others.

The firm produces ladders, guard

rails and other accessories for swim-
ming - pools. President and chairman
John J. Frost, great grandson of one
‘of the company’s founders, . takes

pride that his firm is in the fifth -

generation of family ownership and is
among the ‘“‘very few home owned
- companies still. operating in

© Kenosha.” -

Frost plumbmg was installed in the
~thte House when Teddy Roosevelt

 was’ ‘president.. Their swimming pool

equipment is also in the White House.
The Kenosha company employs ap-
proximately 160 people.

- Jockey International

- Jockey International has operated
in Kenosha since 1892. It'is the largest
nondurable goods manufacturer in the
city. The firm produces and dis-
tributes men’s underwear, sleepwear,
hosiery and sportswear and a new line

- ~of. -women’s : intimate- apparel.- The

'industria! :

William Seidemann o
Snap on founder

. introduction of the Jockey brlef 50

years ago was"a significant turning
point in the company’s history.
Among -the company’s many ‘‘firsts”

. are packaged underwear, fashion un-

derwear, self-selection merchandis-
ing at retail and manufacturing the
first pair of underwear to reach the
moon. }

Jockey’s. ‘headquarters remain in

-Kenosha where it employs 550 people.

It has built additional plants in
Belzoni, Miss., and Millen, Ga.

The company continues to be
privately owned. ’

Kenosha Beef

Kenosha Beef International, which
operates its main plant in the Town of
\Paris west of Kenosha, is a major
processor and distributor of wholesale
beef and frozen hamburger patties.
The firm began in 1935 as Frank
Vignieri and Sons and later changed
its name to Kenosha Packing Com-
pany. The Vignieri family still owns
and actively manages the company
which employs about 500 workers.

Kenosha Auto Transport

KAT is a -diversified company
owned by Jupiter Industries that spe-
cializes in transportation of autos,
heavy duty trucks, machine tools, iron
and steel articles, boats and marine-
products. It also operates Dallas and
Mavis Forwarding Company, a trans-
portation company..

The company was founded by the
Jate Nick Demos in 1931 whose first
major customers were Nash Motors
and International Harvester. He had
designed a {railer that was more
economical and efficient for carrying
vehicles than those then available.

(continued on page 75)
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The home of Ladish Tri-Clover from 1942 to 1871 at 2809 60th ’Eaton-Dynamatlc built this 18 ooo-horsepower wind tunnel drive for Boeing durlng

Street, and its distinctive emblem, are shown above. When the ~ World War I1 It is the largest of its type ever bullt and Is still in operatlon. Eaton produces
plant was opened it produced artillery shells, ' variable speed drives for. industry.

Kenosha’s heart beats to the cadence of industry -

Some 15,300 persons in Greater Kenosha are involved in
manufacturmg the products that have carried the city’s name
around the world. Although manufacturing has fluctuated with
wars, depre5310ns and the vicissitudes of the market place, the
- city’s economic heart-beat vibrates.

. : . - . The assembly, testing and inspection depart-

This truck was built by the Winther Motor Truck Co.  with a six cylinder engine that generates 45 horse-  ments of the Snap-on Wrench Co. in the early
about 1914. The company founder was Martin P.. . power. Winther worked with Thomas B. Jeffrey, 1930s. The firm, known today as Snap-on Tools

. Winther, who, with his brother, Anthony, established founder of the company that became American. -Corporation, manufactures hand tools for the
the Dynamatic Corp. The truck is a 1! ton “Rocket” Motors/Renault. professional auto mechanic. 4

Under Nicholas D K ha Auto Transport developed Innovative . and International Harvester. lnaddtlon to cars and trucks, the company,
. methods of transporting 'vehicles such as the trucks uhown above in a photo now affiliated with Jupiter industries, transpom machine t°0l3, lmn and
e Aakemln.ﬂxedSBﬂsvTh&eampanywﬂmtmajm customers:were-Nash Motors « » - .steelarticies; boats and marine products: - v« v o v o s
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The

DALLAS & MAVIS
KENOSHA _
“AUTO
TRANSPORT

The perfect =
combination for
your transportation
- requirements:
B New Automobiles -
~ @Medium &
"~ Heavy Duty New &
‘Used Trucks .
g Boats '
Self-Propelled
‘ .Agricultural
Machinery
[EBuses
B Self-Propelled
Construction
Machinery

g Iron and Stee]
Articles

@Plant Machinery

@ Property Brokers

g Truck Load,

Refrigerated and
Dry Goods Products

WE ARE THE JTC SYSTEM. .. -
KENOSHA AUTO TRANSPORT AND DALLAS & MAVIS
combined as Jupiter Transportation Systern have been a part of the

Kenosha story for over 50 years. We are happy to join the citizens of

Kenosha in celebrating 150 years of history and progress. We pledge
ourselves to increased service to our customers and the community.

Dallas & Mavis/JUPITER TRANSPOR’IA’I‘!ON/ Kenosha Auto Transport

4314 - 39th Avenue, Kenosha, WI 53142
' (414) 658-4831

(800) 558-3271
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_ Jeffery Motor Co. used this switch ehglne in the early 1900s

(Continued from page 72)

The company was sold to Jupiter
Industries in 1964.

. The firm consists of 1,300 employ-

Ocean Spray

When Ocean Spray.opened its faml-

Kenosha Boer & Structural built a fank for Chicago Hosien
ities 14 years ago, it became the :

ees nationwide, 125 of whom work in
corporate headquarters here.

G. Leblanc

" G. Leblanc-Corp. was founded by~

Vito Pascucci in 1946 as an importing
arm of the G. Leblanc Company, a
French manufacturer of artist quality

woodwinds. The firm subsequently .. -
began assembling Leblanc products *

and eventually producing popular
woodwind and brass instruments.

G. Leblanc in Kenosha has grown to
include the Martin Band Instrument
Co., Kenosha, and the Frank Holton

Co. in Elkhorn, manufacturers of
brasswinds. ‘Leblanc is privately- )
owned and employs about 300 people’ -

world’s largest' processing plant for
cranberry products.

Yet the growing demand for its
products required a 133,000 square

-~ foot addition last year. 1ts250°emiploy-

ees produce 85,000 cases a day, the

equivalent of about 100 truck loads.
At present the company is ex-

perimenting with the *‘paper hottle”

" as a means of packaging its-product.,

Ocean . Spray, with natienal head-
quarters in Plymouth, Mass., is an
arm of the nation’s largest cranberry
growers cooperatlve

Trl-Clover Co

“The Tn—Clover Machine Co wasb -

formed  in 1919. Tri-Clover was

purchased by the Ladish Co. of

Cudahy in 1953 and presently is a

division of that firm. It manufactures
stainless steel and nickel-alloy sani-
tary fittings, valves and pumps for the

dairy, food processing ‘and other in-~

dustries. In 1970' the Tri-Clover
division moved-into its new Pleasant
Prairie plant, just west of Kenosha,
where 735 people are now employed.

MacWhyte Co.

MacWhyte Wiré Rope Co. is'a ma- .
jor producer of wire rope and related.

products. which are distributed

throughout the world. Jessel S..

Whyte, a son of the founder, was

president from 1937 until his death in_

1952. In 1967, MacWhyte was acquired

by outside interests when 90 percent )

of the outstanding stock wa
purchased by Amsted Industries o
Chicago. MacWhyte now employs ap
proximately 480 workers at it

" “Kenosha plant which has been i

operation since 1912 when the com
pany moved from Coal City, Il

- MacWhyte products have partici
pated in history. Their tie rods helpe:
hold Lindbergh’s “‘Spirit of St. Louis’
together and their wire rope has bee
applied in space flights. The rigging i
many sailing ships, includin
America’s Cup contenders, consists o
their wire.

~ Snap-on Tools

Snap-on Tools Corp. was started i

locally. (continued on page 77,

White Welding at 25

WHITE WELDING, started in a quonset hut
in Kenosha in 1960 has become a vital and
responsive business supplying, among other
products, hinge, locking bar and heavy gate
assemblies to the transportation industry.

As a subsidiary of Miner "Enterprises, Inc.
since 1969, White Welding has grown with
Kenosha. It is recognized worldwide for its
quality products, and its Kenosha
~manufacturing and warehousing facilities
now exceed 97,000 square feet.

eorge K. Kries
President/General Manager

For White Welding and Kenosha, the past is
our strength; the future our promlse

White Weldmg

and Manufacturing, Inc.
7640-60th Ave. Kenosha, Wi

A subsidiary of Miner Enterprises, Inc.

Clarence E. White
Founder
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Dynamatlc salutes Kenosha on its 150th Anniversary

. OVER 500 EMPLO YEES
Over 350,000.8quare Fept Floor Space

‘ The courage to venture into
unchartered areas.

With a combinotion of innovative engineering and entrepreneurial skills,
Anthony and Martin Winther, introduced the world's first eddy-current cou-
- pling. The two brothers established the Dynamatic Drives Company in Keno-
sha, Wisconsin. They succeeded in providing the drive system that made pos-
sible the first air conditioned railroad cars. Additional developments led to
expansion in the application of the eddy-current principle, which today
provides variable speed drives for a wide range of industrial applications.

"Though our products and services have changed over the years to accom-
modate a changing market, one thing has remained constant: our dedication
to provide innovative solutions to industries constantly searching for more ef- -
ficient, produchve and cost-effective’ methods of operation. This philosophy
at Eaton is strengthened by the willingness and courage to go beyond con- -
vention and venture forth into uncharted areas of an expanding technology.
Bl . . It's a foundation that has made us what we are today; and lf mckes Dyn-
1931 R i : o omahc Adijustable Speed Drives the drives of tomorrow.

. 4 E MPL OYEES
- 5000 Square Feet Fioor Space

Dynqmuhc Drlves supply technology to Kenoshq and the World

The University of Wisconsin-Parkside’ controls its heating and air-condition- Kenosho Water Pollution Control' Plant utilizes. Dynamatic pump dnves
ng with Dynomahc variable cmr volume controllers and drives. . i ~and AC Drives to control its sewage treatment process.

Kenosha, Wi 53141

e FAToN-. Dynamatic has the Drive Ly
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(Continued. from page 75) 1901 and still operating as an iron and
Milwaukee in 1920 as Snap-on Wrench . steel foundry.
Co. by Joseph Johnson and William " e Becker, Inc., started in 1923 as
Seidemann to manufacture an in- Sullivan-Becker, Inc., and presently
terchangeable socket wrench set for produces custom tools, dies and spe-
automotive applications. - The com- cialized rubber products.
pany built a new plant and transferred : ® Christ Iron works was established
its administrative offices to Kenosha in 1946 and manufactures racks for
in 1936 and today nearly 1,200 Snap-on ‘storage and transportation from steel
employees work in Kenosha. pipe products .produced by its af-
Over the years, it has acquired filiate, Mid-States Tube Corp.
several other firms: Forged Steel e Holm’s Manufacturing Co., Inc., -
Products Co. of Newport, Pa.; . dating from 1920, specializes in ma-
Weidenhoff Corp. of Algona, Iowa; the chinery, tools, dies, jigs and fixtures.
Judson Engineering Co. of Natick, e Kenosha Lumber and Manufac-
mass.’ and Kelsey Welding and Engi- turing -Co., dating from 1857 makes
neering co. of Kenosha. wopden boxes.
Presently Snap-on and its sub- . ‘e Kenosha Boiler and Structural Co.
sidiaries manufacture and distribute (1914) involved in structural steel
automotive mechanics’ hand tools, fabricating. |
‘'service equipment, electronic s Kenosha Pattern Works (1812)
diagnostic equipment, industrial tools which produces patterns used to-make
for assembly and maintenance work metal castings for machinery parts.
and metal storage chests and cabi- e Koos, Inc., originally started in
nets. Major customers are pro- 1901 and presently ‘manufacturers
fessional mechanics and industrial’ commercial fertilizer.
users. e Peter Pirsch & Sons Co., dates
Its sales last year were $540 mil- back to 1857, and is the oldest manu-
lion. - facturer of fire trucks in the nation
Over the years the company has and also the oldest privately owned n . - -
developed an international reputation ~ ~ continuously operated company in WEFPCo power plant in Pleasant Prairie
for quality products. Its importance to Wisconsin.
the local economy has increased e Frank L. Wells Co., (1893) pro- its location in the increasingly urban- facturing made the city and county
steadily. duces various types of machinery for ized Chicago-Milwaukee corridor. susceptible to national business
Other firms use by manufacturing firms. It has The rapid transformation from cycles. Downturns in national busi-
specialized in manufacturing machin- small town to major manufacturing ness activity and in particular the
There a;-e other noteworthy manu- ery for the production of springs. city in a short span of 30 years created volatility of the automobile market,
facturing firms that have operated in . . . . numerous problems. caused high u
Kenosha for many years. These in- Corridor important Many of these problems continued- ~ - Kenosha, degpress?negml[:)lczg'%?;itne;:
clude: Much of Kenosha's development into the decade after 1920. The heavy and creating welfare and relief prob-
e Arneson Foundry Co., founded in has been significantly influenced by dependence on durable goods manu- - -

(continued on page 79)

One of your child’s
best friends is
our hydraulic shear

We ot FAMCO build arbor presses,
air presses, mechanical, hydraulic and
air shears. You will find. our products
where ever free people live.

Our equipment cuts, stamps, forms,
blanks, assembles and trims parts for
‘thousands of products that add to the
standard of living. -

Recently we received an order from o
major toy manufacturer. That pleased us
because, beyond business  considera-
tions, we realized that our products are .
part of the process that brings delight to
the hearts of the next generation.

Making friends, regardless of age, is
good business. It is also good.

FAMCO

- Machine Division
BELCO INDUSTRIES, INC.
Kenosha, Wisconsin

For iy &

Rz




It all beg

THE LITTLE girl shown above is standing in front. of a
garage about the size of the average Kenosha kitchen. Yet’

- this' garage was to become the first home of a substantial
enterprise that today encompasses 70,000 square feet.

The little girl's name is Carol and her father, Otto Christ,
climbed the path of progress with these possessions: a
positive attitude, self-confidence and common sense.

These.in combination with good fortune, good health, hard
work and significantly, an understanding wife, brought Christ
Iron Works, Inc. and its companion company, ‘Mid-States
Tube Corporation, to life.

In the winter of 1980 the companies relocated to their

.- present site adjacent to the Kenosha Industrial Park. Mid-
States Tube’'s. most recently purchased machine, o
computerized tube mill, cost $600,000. It converts coil steel
into round tubing, welds it, forms it info square or
rectangular shapes and then cuts it to predetermined lengths.

Mid-States Tube Corporation produces tubing for national

steel service -centers and manufacturers ‘throughout the .

an here

country. It also makes the tubing used by Christ Iron Works,
Inc. to build material handling racks for the storage or
transportation of a myriad of products. Christ lron Works
serves a host of prestigious corporations including all four
domestic auto manufacturers. ) .

More than 50 employees keep the companies in motion
through their belief- in the free enterprise system and
dedication to the founder’s philosophy of success ... truth,

self-discipline, quality .workmanship, and efficient

productivity.

Allen Christ, who is now president of Christ Iron Works,
Inc. heads the management of the companies. Allen along
with Don Kramer, Vice President of Mid-States Tuke, bring
renewed energy and ingenuity ‘into the organization to
further its continvity and progress. o

The little girl now has:children of her own. The garage is
gone, but its memory tells the story of o man who believed in
an idea and who worked at it.

This is Kenosha. It is also America.

Christ Iron Works/Mid- States Tube Corp. oo

MST
SINCE 1967

6600 52nd Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin 53142

A

Don Kramer, right, Vice President, and Ray Potenziani, General Manager of

;l'ﬁﬁ-slmtes Tube, inspect o piece of tube manufactured by mill operator Gary
irbel. ) .

Christ lron Works Plant Manager, Dwayne Lowry, and
Vice-President, Barry Domes, inspect an automotive rack,
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lems of relatively greater magnitude
than inether cities. Good business
meant a very rapid expansion of the
local economy with corresponding
problems in trying to accommodate
and adjust to rapid increases in em-
ployment, output and income.

Absentee owners

In the early years of the century, all
the major firms except Chicago Brass
were headquartered and owned. local-
ly. Many of the major firms are now
publicly owned .and only Jockey In-
ternational, Snap-on, Leblan¢ and
Frost, among the larger companies,
are headquartered in the city.

A primary concern is the lack of
diversity in the local manufacturing
sector. The community is addressing
itself to the challenge of attracting
new industry and encouraging the
expansion of existing industry.

The construction by the Wisconsin

- Electric Power Company of a $700
million-coatl generated power plant in

Pleasant Prairie, the largest building
in Wisconsin, stimulated -considera-
tion of an industrial park adjacent to
it. If holding company }egislation ma-
terializes, the prospects of a major
industrial development possibly em-
ploying more than 15,000 persons
could materialize by the end of the
century. The plant is expected to be

Wells employees: The way they were in 1912

completed this year.

The 1980s saw little growth in man-
ufacturing employment in Kenosha as
economic expansion tended to focus
on retail and s ervice enterprises.
despite this trend, several smaller
firms were created or expanded in the
spirit of. entrepreneurship. Menarch
Plastics employs about 70 people to
manufacture plastic containers. Fif-
teen workers at American Microtech
produce food industry metal detec-

tors. Other recent additions to.

Kenosha’s roster of manufacturing
firms include National Machine and
Tool Corp., A. T. Polishing and Buf-
fing, Great Midwestern Packaging,
Wisconsin Lift Truck, G&H Products

and Southport Rigging.

When Ocean Spray Cranberries
Inc., built a new plant in the city it
1970, it cited the following reasons foi
locating in Kenosha;

e Product distribution is readily
accomplished to the areas served by
the Kenosha plant;

e Suppliers are close; water anc
sewer services available; there exists
an adequate labor supply; it is conve
nient to major cities; natural gas anc
electric power supplies are plentiful
and good community schools, recrea-
tion, medical facilities and residential
areas are in place. .

These credentials augur well for the
future of Kenosha. ) :
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1970, it cited the following reasons for
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e Product distribution is readily
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the Kenosha plant;
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sewer services available; there exists
an adequate labor supply; it is conve-
nient.to major cities; natural gas and
electric power supplies are plentiful
and good community schools, recrea-
tion, medical facilities and residential
areas are in place. -

These credentials augur well for the
futare of Kenosha. ) )







An addition to Kenosha Memorial®
Hospital and some 200 homes for
workers are among the legacies of the
77-year-old Kenosha Manufacturers’
and Employers’ Association.

On Oct. 10, 1907, a group of busi-
nessmen affiliated with the Wisconsin
Manufacturers’ Association formed
what was then called the Manufac-
turers Association of Kenosha.

It was a renaming of a group of
factory owners and managers who

had formed an association in July 1801 -

to bring workmen to Kenosha.

In 1916 and 1917 the association,
through its Kenosha Homes Corp.,
financed, at a financial loss, the con-

. struction of 200 homes for factory
workers.

When .the group later became a
branch of the state group, members
represented the Simmons, Jeffery,
Chicago Brass, Allen Tannery, Chica-
go Kenosha Hosiery, Frost, Badger
Brass, Kenosha Crib, Bain Wagon,
Windsor Spring, F.L. Wells, Cooper
Underwear and Earl Motor Com-
panies.

The first president was Thomas B.
Jeffery, who was manufacturing the
Rambler automobile with notable suc-
cess. Z,G. Simmons Jr. was the first
vice president; William L. Yule was
secretary; H.L. Shearer was treas-,
urer; Conrad Shearer was assistant
treasurer and Grace E. Havens was
secretary of the record department.

Charles T. Jeffery .and Walter J.
Frost were directors.

Shearer became the association’s

" first executive director. Before his’

Ford Charlton -
... director until 1979

death he had served as a state senator
and representative, as well as having
been a teacher.

At one time the association oper-
ated a free employment bureau that
acted as a clearing house to in-
vestigate complaints by factory em-
ployees, and to maintain an active
employment roster for all factories.

The association also advised em-
ployes in compensation cases arising
from injuries, and cooperated with

the Wisconsin Industrial Commission.

The association sponsored the fi-
nancial campaign to erect a $300,000
addition to Kenosha Memorial Hospi-

“tal.

The five-story brick building that

;Wiscnsin? Lift Truck Corp.
NOW ’N KENOSHA-—TO Help You Keep Productmn Moving.

NEW AND USED LIFT TRUCKS—

A VARIETY OF LINES AND PURCHASE PLANS.

Buy where you can-compare a variety of lines like Caterpillar

-Lift Trucks, Baker, Prime Mover, Moto Truc and more. All
with purchase plans to fit your needs. ’
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Manufacturers, employers form organization

Last word in 1912 haullng was this American Brass truck

added room for 80 beds opened to the
public April 1, 1926.

During World War I the association

was active in originating the Patriot’s
Fund which was later followed by the
Community Chest, predecessor to the
United Way.

Felix Olkives, who was to become
one of labor’s most respected ad-
vocates after World War 1I and presi-
dent of the AFL-CIO Council, was an

administrative associate of the or-! -

ganization before returning to the
ranks of labor.

. Ford Charlton was elected ex-
ecutive director of the association and
served until 1979. He represented the
KMA in a series of community in-
volvements including the United Way
and the bringing of Carthage and
Parkside to Kenosha. He was a mem-
ber of the police and fire commission.

The name change, to Kenosha Man-'

ufacturers and Employers Associa-
‘tion, came in the mid-1970s, to reflect

PARTS

the fact that members could be non-
manufacturers, such as hospitals and
financial institutions, said Pat Moran,
who recently resigned after six years
as the association’s executive direc-
tor.

He said membership doubled from
the mid-1970s.
" Today the association serves its
nearly 100 members by providing a
variety of programs. Among these are
courses on the psychology of human
relations and wage indexes of wages
paid in various categories in Kenosha,
Racine and Walworth counties and
Lake County, Ill. The KMEA also
maintains a file of arbitrators and has
developed a series of table discussions
among professionals to discuss
mutual problems, The KMEA offers a
library of information about per-
sonnel matters,

“‘For smaller compames it's like a
rent-a-personnel department,” said

" Moran.

Take advantage of our $1.5 million inventory. Whatever
make or model lift truck you own, we have the parts you
need, in stock, or we know where to find them, fast.

MATERIAL HANDLING EQUIPMENT.

RENTALS AND LEASING.

To get a special or short term job done, come to us. We
have a rental fleet of over 300 late model lift trucks, including
150 new Caterpillar Lift Trucks. Call before noon, Monday
through Friday, and the truck you need will be in your plant
the same afternoon, subject to availability.

SERVICE.

No one knows lift trucks like our professional technicians..
In your shop or ours, whether it's routine or emergency
service, their skill backed by the most modern tools and
equipment means less downtime for your fleet.

Just a short list of the accessories we can provide: casters,
wheels, hand trucks, dock equipment, industrial bikes, aerial
lift equipment, batteries and chargers, personnel carriers,

sweepers and scrubbers, racking, a variety of attachments

and more.

No other lift truck company offers you more. |
Count on us to be there with help when you
have a problem. We're proud to be a part of
Kenosha’s rich history.

Wisconsin Lift Truck Corp.

6951 51st Street - 658-1000

Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-5:00 PM,
Saturday 8:00 AM-Noon

Our business is helping you keep production moving.
Serving Kenosha, Racine and Northern Hilinois.
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- to set new world records. . ..

AFEW MONTHS agb, Ocean Spray began operations -’

~..in_its new 133,000 square foot manufacturing addition
" -on Kenosha’s southwest side. The added space provides
us with the capacityto-manufacture more cranberry
oriented products than any comparable facility in the

world. We continue to increase our efficiency and ~

" break more world records. We can now produce 85,000
cases a day, the equivalent of about 100 truck loads.

Our 250 'exhploy,ees bring dozens of products to millions

B —

of persons who live in the heart of America. . .Duluth
on the north, New Orleans on the south, the
Appalachians on the east and the Rockies on the west.

e continue to pioneer in the production of the
promising ‘‘paper bottle.”

This expansion reflects our confidence in

Kenosha. . .it’s people,. government, education system

-and life style. We think that Kenosha is a great place to

break world records. And we expect to break a few
more in the years ahead. : -

‘Ocean Spray Cranberriés, Inc. 7800 60th ‘Avenue * Kenosha, Wisconsin
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Immigrants bring variety to neighborhoods
Yankee—Bfitish, northern European, then southern and eastern immigrants- :

filled the city with a rich cultural heritage

Kenosha’s first seitlers were Yan-
kees from New York and New Eng-
land. Next, in the years before 1800, -

. came a second wave of “‘Old Immi-
- grants” ‘from the British Isles, Ger-
many and northern and western Eu-

rope. ’ .

‘At the turn of the century, Kenosha

had a Yankee-British. core, almost
‘equalled in size by an immigrant-
derived combination of Germans,
.Scandinavians, Irish and .other
northern Europeans. . - :
. By contrast, in 1900, there was little
evidence of the immigration from
southern and eastern Europe which
..was to form such a vital part of the
city’s population growth in the next 30
years. -

Whereas the Old Immigration had
been fairly well distributed through-
out the county, the New Immigration’
was heavily concentrated in the city
and its immediate environs. By 1930,
95 percent of the people of Italian
background in.the county were found
in the city, as well as more than 90

percent of its Russian, Czechoslo- _ : - =
vakian and Polish, and more than 85 ) ; )
percent of its ‘Yugoslavian and - This Chicago and North Western Railway section gang is a complex ethnic and racial mix
< 'Lithuanian-Americans. By then the ) o ) .
southern and eastern European immi- In the 1920's, about three-fourths of the southern and eastern European Kenosha Manufacturers Association.
grants had almost achieved numerical the city’s labor force was employed in - immigrants to Kenosha. Many were Kenosha’s New Immigrants arrived
parity with both of the city’s two other manufacturing. This constantly ex- first attracted by recruiters sent to : E
population sources. - ' panding need for unskilied labor drew New York and Chicago by the (continued on page 84)
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"SERVING KENOSHA COUNTY FOR OVER 80 YEARS

Printing - Office Furniture
it's a busy team of . Center your day in
skilled men and © -+ surroundings of
women, turning out : . comfort and quiet, with
the quality production the kind of furniture that
every purchaser of - .~ does things for your
printing has a right to expect. . sense of'well being.
@ Office Supplies - ' .~ Interior Design
/ If you need office . We can do the whole
supplies, just let us . job, from analysis to
| know what you need installation in planning
. - to make your business new or remodeled
, / day a part of the good life. offices.

printing -a’hd officeaprodut:t‘s

! " new dimensions in

Bm T BURGESS, ANDERSON & TATE, Inc. PHONE ZION 3128724543 KENOSHA 414 658-1377 . B
i - NEAREST ~ WAUKEGAN 3126230271 RAGINE 414 634-6262 m o d
R Zion, liinois 60099 EXCHANGE  SKOKIE 3126760990 MILWAUKEE 414 442:3140 U O j
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

- RENOSHA
'ON YOUR 150th

We've been successfully growing with you for more than
half of those years — manufacturing proprietary and private
label brands cf lawn and garden care products, ice melters
and vermiculite for attic insulation, masonry fill, concrete
aggregate, horticultural use and swimming pool base.

45 00 13th Court Kenosha Wi 654 5301

\\\\\\\\‘\\\\\Nﬂmlﬂlllllﬁ\\\\lﬂIllﬂl!lllﬂﬂﬂ“\lllﬂHﬂmillllﬂllll///ﬂ/ |

We've shared 19
birthdays with you
~ Kenosha and each one
keeps getting better...

iy

...as we continue manufacturing a quality
line of Refrigerated Compressed Air
Dryers, Regenerative Air/Gas Dryers,

_ Aftercoolers, Drain Valves, Filters, etc.,
all designed to remove oil, moisture, dirt

-and scale from air/gas systems. .

We're now looking forward to the next
19 years with great confidence.

"“‘,;" For details phone: (414) 658-4317

CAGI Established 1966 \1-——\ 8043 )
P, PNE UMAIE GH.NC Kenosﬁze’xfza’?‘:%"-

The Italian-American Society is a popular gathering place

(Continued from page 83)

in a city that was already awided into
several . fairly distinct ethnic
enclaves: The original Yankee set-
tlers had largely built their residences
on the lakefront. And the main busi-
ness district downtown was called
‘“Yankeetown.”

The - Germans settled north of the
Pike river on the lakefront along what
later became 6th and Tth avenues,
Yankees often talked about ‘‘going
‘over the Rhine to Little Germany.”
The Scandinavians moved to what was
then the southwest side of the city.
Danes, Swedes and. Norwegians lived
close together for several blocks
along' Roosevelt Road and east of-

(continued on page 85)

Leonard Montemurro v
...a founder of the I-A

YOUR GOOD
TASTE MADE
OUR GOOD
TASTE NO. 1
IN KENOSHA
WISCONSIN

CAN BE
FROZEN AND
REFROZEN

-NO .
PRESERVATIVES
ADDED

Free Samples of all our good cheeses at our
Retail Outlet in Salem, Wisconsin, Hwy. 83,
1 mile south of Hwy. 50
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Lincoln Park between 60th and 75th
streets.

Italians of all origins settled to.
gather on the west side around Nash
Motors and along the 2nd Avenue
business district.

- The Poles generally settled farthest
north, going as far as 30th Street.
Mostly, though, they concentrated
around the intersection of Washington
and Sheridan Toads, north of 52nd

' Mexican-Americans share their culture with others

Street and between 7th and 10th ave-
nues. The Lithuanians settled near the

Poles in Kenosha. The Slovaks con-

centrated farther east, along 6th and
7th avenues, just north of the main
business district. .

Although the children of the New
Immigrants were often forced to work
at a relatively early age, most parents
were still sustained by the hope that
the second generation in America

(continued on page 86.)
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" We-make plastic containers that hold some
.of life’s most pleasant surprises.

We’re new in Kenosha and appreciate the
help we have received from all sectors of
the community. -

Kenosha and Monarch. ... - -
together into tomorrow.

MONARCH PLASTICS, INC.

1205 65th Sireet.. Kenosha, WL 53140

‘| 'Boug

Our parts help
cities like Kenosha
pick up after
themselves .

Celeman

PER FLUORESCENT

WE STOCK MONEY-SAVING GE WATT-MISER®
FLUORESCENT LAMPS

= Replace a standard 40-watt tube with a GE F40 Watt-Miser II fluorescent i
and save about $11.20%

® Or change ope standard 215-watt. Power Groove® fluorescent to the
Power Groove Watt-Miser I Lamp at only 185 watts and save about $48*

= When you can save 2, 3, even 4 times the price of the bulb itself,
it doesn’t pay to sit dround waiting for burnouts. Change them all now

= Watt-Miser savings are also available in Slimline, High Output and other
lamp types. Ask about the savings from GE Watt-Miser incandescents, too
*Energy savings at 8¢ per KwH over rated lamp life

We Can Deliver Bulbs from Sréck, Fast! Call Today

For Over 4 Quarter Century
Serving The Kenosha Commaunity l

'Interstate Electrie Supply Co.

l 6500 27th Avenue ¢ Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140 e 414-552-7011

COLEMAN w5
, BRISTOL, WISCONSIN 53104
Your Quality Lighting Lead TOOL & MFG. CORP. (414) 857-2323
Your Qually Lighting Leader (800) 558-9450

In only 14 years, Coleman Tool
and Mfg. Corp. has become one
of. the largest producers of re-
placement parts for refuse vehi-
cles and equipment.

Our Bristol facilities employ
workers who are skilled in the
operation of the latest computer-
ized numerical control machines

for quality short-run production.

Coleman replacement parts are
found throughout the U.S. and as
far as Puerto Rico and Guam.

Considering that all this has hap-
pened since 1971, imagine what
~ the next 14 years can mean.

N 5 P W e 0

v e e e et e e e S A o L R 5 0
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(Continued from page 85) -
would enjoy greater opportunities for
advancement than they had. Almost
no sacrifice was considered too great
to provide that opportunity. E

Most immigrant fathers had “‘a
burning desire that his children be
well-educated.”

For all the poverty, the New Immi-
grant neighborhoods were usually
happy places, characterized by large,
close-knit families and friendly, help-
ful npeighbors. The family was the
center of life, including not only pa-
rents and ‘children, but also aunts,
uncles, cousins and grandparents who
lived nearby. - ’ .

In addition to his family and his

were sustained primarily by two high-

. ly important institutions - their

churches and their fraternal and
benevolent societies. _

Labor, politics

Kenosha’'s immigrants survived
and adjusted to their new environ-

ment largely through the actions of
' their own institutions, the extended .

family, the ethnic neighborhood, the
small business, the church, the paro-
chial school and the fraternal and
benevolent national society. Social
and economic progress out of their
original state of deprivation was aided
significantly by two other, oftenclose-
ly connected, devices — the labor

union and political action.
More than any other means at their

disposal; unionization and politics pro-
vided immigrants with the means to

‘create alliance§ with other ethnic

groups having similar problems and-
with the power to force Kenosha's

more established citizens to give
them a share of the: American Dream.

Unionization and politics were both .

areas ‘where the immigrant's num-
bers ‘could make up for his lack of
money and other material resources.
They were both ways by which they

* could protect themselves and their
families, while advancing in prosper-
ity and status. Unionization. and poli-
tics were vital methods of drawing

- -immigrants out of their isolation, by

requiring them to live, work, com-
promise and cooperate with repre-
sentatives of the wide variety. of
ethnic groups in Kenosha.

- Immigration slows

The ending of mass immigration in
the 1920s cut off the flow of fresh
recruits and severed the most direct
tie with the. old country. Very few
second and -third generation
Kenoshans, ike their counterparts
elsewhere, have any real facility with
the immigrant language.

The ethnic neighborhoods have
largely broken up.

Intermarriage across ethnic lines

(continued on page 88)

ethnic group, Kenosha's immigrants

We’re as attached to
Kenosha as our bolts

are to cars ...

During the past 25 years, we have
produced million of stainless steel
bumper bolts and. other metal
stainings and assemblies that keep
cars in one piece. We're proud of
our products . .. and of the city
where we manufacture them.

3919 - 13th Avenue & P.O. Box 642
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53141
Phone 414—658-3261

KENOSHA IS ONTHE ROAD

As an independent business on the grow, our
future - like Kenosha’s - is filled with promise.
We weren’t here for all of the first 150 years
but the ones we have, have been good to us!
Thank you Kenosha and Happy Birthday!

Kenosha Leatherette & Display Co.
801-50th Street
658-3211

" serving people in all - ; . 1 :

walks of life. g
We produce electronic
-equipment in Kenosha
... 8 city that means a
great deal to us.

It’s a fine place to live,
to work, to play.

We want to keep it that

For 150 years, Kenosha has been rec-
ognized as a major center.of business
activity in southeastern” Wisconsin. And

- that recognition is growing with the rapid .
emergence of the “1-94 Connection.”
_Today Kenosha serves as the gateway
city to Wisconsin's high-tech highway — the
I-94 corridor between Kenosha, Milwau-
kee and Madison. Along this 130-mile
stretch of interstate are some of the finest
technical minds and most productive work-
ersinthe world. And Kenosha commerce
and industry are a vital part of its SUCCcess.

Wisconsin Electric is proud to be a cat-
alyst in the economic development of
southeastern Wisconsin by promoting its
strengths and resources 1o businesspeo-
ple nationwide. Through our “1-94 Con-
nection” promotion program, we're telling
the rest of the country what you already
know — that Wisconsin offers a.strategy
for success-and a place to enjoy it.

Wisconsin Electric

POWER COMPANY




Kno’sha Morlal Hospitl: In 1912 (aove) i_m today at right)

Two hospitals serve the community

At Memorial and St. Catherine’s, there has been continuing

growth and improvement in health care facilities and services

Kenosha is fortunate to have the
services of two excellent hospitals, St.
Catherine's and Kenosha Memorial.

St. Catherine’s has 254 licensed
beds and 810 employees.

Kenosha Memorial has 315 licensed
beds and 750 employees.

St. Catherine’s has. a ¢ardiac re-
habilitation program and 30 out-pa-
tient services. The hospital’s physical
facilities have expanded to include the

‘Family Medical Center in Paddock .

Lake, the Benet Lake Alcohol and
Drug Rehabilitation Center and the -
Family Practice Resident Training
Center.

Kenosha Memorial is the pediatric
care center for Kenosha County. The
Critical Care Center was updated in- .
November 1984. Its out-patient day
surgery program offers an alternative
in health care. '

Kenosha's hospitals are served by

. approximately 120 physicians.



(Continued from page 88)

has become -commonplace, making
many third generation Kenoshans hu-
man_ “‘melting pots.” Those ethnic
businesses ‘that' have survived and:
prospered serve a much wider. clien-
tele than their own nationality. =~ =

Many of the fraternal and
benevolent societies have disappeared
or lest much of -their ethnic dis-.
tinctiveness by the admission of out-
side members through marriage. Oth-
ers have become more like American’
social lodges, with only dim memo-
ries of ethnic beginnings.

Churches which once included a
particular nationality in their official
name, have membership lists
sprinkled with a cross section of
ethnic names. Everywhere there is’
evidence that the almost self-con-,
tained ethnic enclaves that comprised
much of Kenosha a half-century ago
are fast fading.

Yet, for all that, there are still signs
that ‘““Americanization’’ has not com-
pletely carried the day. After reach-
ing a low point in the late 1950s and
early 1960s, the mémbership in many
ethnic societies has undergone a
steady increase in the last decade.

Many young people, unhappy with
the values and lifestyles of the wider
* American culture and seeking alter-
native models, have turned to their
ethnic heritage for guidance. ‘‘What
the son tries o forget,” a prominent
immigrant historian has noted, ‘‘the
grandson seeks to remember.”

As late as 1966, two prominent
Kenosha Jews, the sons of Russian

(continued on page 89) .

Holm’s
- Manufacturing
Company

QUALITY
SPECIAL
MACHINING |
"~ SINCE
11920

HOLM’S |
1303 35th Avenue
Kenosha, Wisconsin

j




" Immigrants, especially from Eastern and Southern Europe, swelled Kenosha’s population in the first 20 years of this century

(Continued from page 88)

immigrants, were denied -member-.

ship in the Elks Club because of their.
ethnic background, an indication that

assimilation still had some way to go.

That situation has since corrected
itself with a humber of Jews now
members of the Elks Club. Indeed, the
Kenosha Elks Club pioneered in de-
veloping. policies that eradicated ra-
cial discrimination in its national by-
-laws. The city’s Jews still maintain
their own religious and social institu-
tions, and send relief to co-religionists
trapped in the Russian homeland
while generously contrxbutmg to the
support of Israel.

Lithuanians and other Eastern Eu-
ropeans responded to the plight of
those in their former homeland by
organizing relief drives.

Religious festivals and national-
holidays are enjoying a. revival of .

(continued on page 80)

'Man'y immigrants maintained old country ways in coocking and baking

IN 1928 THESE MEN STARTEDKE“OSHA ON THE ROAD TO FITNESS

The men pictured above raised $400,000 to match the contribution by C.W. Nash which made the Kenosha Youth Foundation a reality.

The Kenosha Youth Foundation was originally chartered as the YMCA in 1896.
Operating at its present location since 1930, the name was changed in 1935 to more
accurately reflect the large boy and girl, male and female population being served
and the community wide character of those services. Annually more than 10,000
Kenoshans are involved in the services offered, touching the life of one or more persons

“in" over twenty-five percent of the households in our area. Membership fees (75%),

Sustaining Contributions, endowment income, memorial and other gifts (15%), and the
Kenosha County United Way (10%), provide operating funds for KYF programs.

An 18 member board of directors guides the work of the institution. Gifts to the KYF
(tax-exempt) are important to ensure the continuance of quality programs for the youth

and families of Kenosha. Gifts may be specified or unspecified as to purpose or may be
in the form of o Memorial.

' KENOSHA YOUTH FOUNDATION

720-59“1 Place © Kenosha W’lscomm o Phone 654-2104 “""""'"
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Congratuluhons
Kenoshu!!!!

K 1t is with great Pride fhat we join with all 1§
of Kenosha in the celebration of our fair -
i city's

i 150th
¥ Anniversary!

I We Can All F'ee‘!“Extre,melly Proud To Be .
Part Of This Community!

‘ )“ \\\ _ ” ‘ (( )
SUPER MARKET
6830-14th Avenue

Kenosha can rlghtly be pruud in
celebrating on .its 150th Anmversary

; Kenosha has long exemphf;ed that
. homegrown energy, spirit that
- promotes progress and it has helped us
“in our growth to serve many
- generations of Kenoshans :

_Immigrants took pride in their com_ercial involvement

(Continued from page 89)

" interest, both within and without the
ethnic community. There seems to be-

a growing interest in ethnic culture by
all.sectors of society. This derives, in

part, from expanding tolerance based .

on new laws and hfestyles and more
education.

The influx to Kenosha of Mexican-
Americans, blacks and Asians add a

new dimension to the debate over the’

meaning of America which has been

going on for 208 years. Of Kenosha -

County’s 122,000 people as of 1984,
approximately 3,250 are black and
3,650 are Spanish Americans.

It is clear that Kenosha's immi-
grant experience is not yet over.

Kenosha for Lincoln

With a total vote of about 2,500 in
1860, Kenosha voters chose to rally to
the flag of Abraham Lincoln, leader of
the new Republican party, and the
sentiment stirred up by the political

-spell-binders ‘who sought to further

the candidacy of Stephen A. Douglas
for the presidency of. the United
States, fell on deaf ears.

It was reported in the community
that Abraham Lincoin had made a
speech in the course of the campaign
that he would urge Congress to work
actively for the developing of ports on
Lake Michigan. )

" In Our 37th Year
In Keposha

Michael Pri"vné.i‘pe

Plumbing Co.

Residential-Commercial-Industrial

6803 39th Ave.

657-7309
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Labor unions are formed to protect workers

As the century turned and mdustry and the city grew, unions
developed an interest in salanes hours and working conditions

The last two decades of the 18th
century brought industrial expansion
to Kenosha on a large scale. The city
also enjoyed a large growth in popu-
lation to. accommodate the in-
dustrialization, and the quiet shipping
port was now transformed into a
commuhity bustling with activity.

Despite long hours, low pay, dis-
criminatory employment practices
and sometimes hazardous working
conditions, Kenosha workers as yet

lacked the perspective, leverage and °

unity to create a strong labor move-
ment. Before the newly arrived immi-
grant workers could develop any

strong commitment to unionization

they would need time to come to
terms with American culture. Al-
though many unions were formed
during the 1900s, most were never

chartered and disappeared quickly.
The most important step taken by,

labor during this period was the or-
ganization of the Trades and Labor
Council, chartered by the American
Federation of Labor on Feb. 25, 1902,
The locals that joined were the
Metal Polishers and Buffers, Carpen-
ters, Joiners, Machinists, Musicians,
Retail Clerks and Cigar Makers.’
_.Other groups were quick to join. In
1903, the barkeepers of Kenosha held

an organizational meeting with the

p

ST e C R

Ne

The Allen-A strike brought labor leaders from outside to help local strikers.

encouragement of an outside national
organization and decided to form a
union and join the council.

Aside from its basic concerns with

salaries, working conditions and.

hours, the Trades and Labor Council
also was mindful of the significant
social needs of the workers.

g The design of furniture may have changed over the years since'Joseph
Kassel first opened the doors of Star Furniture in 1932. But one thing

‘has remained the same and that is quality, value, and a fair and honest
price. Star Furniture started with this concept 53 years ago and still
believes it to be true today . .. some things just never go out of style. .

T T T e R T e L T v

T

Hours

Mon. 9.7
Tues,, Wed.,
‘I'hurs 9-5:30

Fri. 9.8,

To our friends and
loyal customers thank you for your patronage over the years and
we hope to serve you again soon.

Ralph and Florence Kassel

R I R R

e L W S, B D B R S0 AR R RAL A A NGRS

P K R B

"The first decade of the 1900s had its
share of labor strife. The first serious

_ strike of the century came in late May
- (continued on page 92)

8 VLN

Vintage 1932

e g Nt v

FURNITURE'

2214-16 ROOSEVELY RD.

PHONE 657-5505
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Pulera Body Shop, Workménship, Quality
and Customer Satisfaction is our Number
One concern. -

we would like to say from the bottom of our
heart

HAPPY 150th BIRTHDAY
KENOSHA!

‘ 5313 I3th Ave.

657-5144

On behalf of all of us at Pulera Body Shop, |-

Pouring castings at the Jeffery plant

- {Continued from page ﬂl)“

1901, when the machinists in several

Kenosha factories left their jobs. .
. They demanded a reduction in hours
from 10. to nine over the six-day -

workweek. -
Before officials settled the strike, a
soon-to-be-familiar pattern emerged.

~ A.D. Meiselbach threatened to move

his factory to another location rather

than put up -With the focal labor

situation.

“Newspaper headlines related how
Kenosha was gaining a ‘‘black eye in
industrial circles,”" but few citizens
seemed concerned about the abuses
that, workers .suffered.. After two
months of unemployment, the ma-
chinists finally had to return to work.

“They had gained little by the strike..
There were }abor trouhles at Sim- -

.feelings on both sides and the violenc

employed in’ the lower yards walke

mons in 1909 and 1917 which were of
short duration, non-violent and settled: -
with little change for the economic
betterment of labor.-In 1907, a strike.
action took place at Badger Brass and,

there was a minimum of violence. = .

Partial labor win

The most dramatic labor strike in’
Kenosha during the first 25 years of
the century was that at the Allen:
Tannery in 1906: Due to the intense

and reactionary. efforts that followed
this strike serves. as ‘an example of'
where labor and management were,
the early 20th century. The strik
started on April:25; 'when 150 men.

(cantlnued on page 83

- We’ve Grown
Together!

1t all started over 100 years ago when John Swartz, Paul’
grandfather started a nursery that would someday develop
into a family tradition. .

In 1949 Paul Swartz, using his grandfather’s knowledge and
skill of the busmess, started his own nursery in lever Lake B
Wisconsin.

As. Kenosha grew, so did Paul Swartz Nursery which now
covers 180 acres in Kenosha County.

Today Swartz Nursery employs over 40 workers. Paul’s Sons
Ross and Roz work at the nursery. thus extending the Swartz
name through four generations in_the nursery business.

Kenosha and Paul Swartz Nursery

Pictured in 1956, Paul Swartz did landscapmg work on Dr. Swift's resndence on 2nd Ave,
across from Southport Park

<7eneratlons

. Paul’s son, Ross proudly extends the business through four '

R erwreT
Yo Loke Geheva,

From Kenosha
Take Hwy. 50 o Silver Lake, then one
mile west of Silver Loke, on Hwy. F.

To Kenoshd

® Personalized Landsca’piﬁg available

® Southeastern wis. largest nursery

e'Over 110 varieties of trees
I%S.
- ‘m' * Paul SwartzNursery &Garden Shop

30728-93rd St. (Route 5)
" Burlington, Wi 889-4301

!?%3&%&:#*&!‘?‘- T T oL



Felix Olkives
... labor pioneer

(Continued from page 92)

out demanding a 50-cent-per-week in- -

crease in wages.

Charles W. Allen, one of the local
directors of. the company, talked to
the strikers who had no union. He
announced that the Kenosha yardmen
already received 50 cents more than
those in Milwaukee and that he was
powerless to- raise the Kenosha
wages. ) )

"About 3 p.m., a group of strikers
suddenly began rushing around the
plant “‘shouting like madmen” in an
effort to persuade other workers to
join them. About 5 p.m. a new scuffle
broke out and two men were arrested.
A-great crowd gathered at the jail and

only quick action by Mayor James
Gorman restored peace.

Although there were minor skir-
mishes near the plant on April 27, a
compromise .settlement was ham-
mered out later in the day.

Thus, in the end, labor won a partial:

victory without benefit of a formal
union organization. Future strikes
would soon prove that such victories

" were rare.

Despite this settlement, labor trou-
bles at the Allen Tannery resurfaced

~ again in 1907 and 1909. The pattern-

was about the same in both cases.
Only superficial concessions were
won . in the 1909 strike and some

UAW Local 72 members are sworn in by president Winand “Bill” Kult

workers' began to realize the advan-
tages that a union might offer.

Period of peace

In conti-ast to the first decade of the

20th century, the period from 1910 to -

1928 was a time of relative peace on
the labor front in Kenosha. There

were féewer and generally less violent -

strikes. Nevertheless, labor leaders
continued to focus on major issues
and problems. One of the most impor-

‘tant was that of child labor:

Jane Addams, the nationally ac-
claimed founder of Hull House in
Chicago, spoke at the Unitarian
Church in 1903, about this abuse. She

explained that through her work in the
settlement houses of Chicago, she had
had ample opportunity to view child
labor first hand. :

By 1911, only two plants in Kenosha,
Cooper Underwear and Chicago-
Kenosha Hosiery, had children at
work in their factories and the
number was rapidly diminishing. This
meant that children under 16 were
forced to seek jobs in retail stores and
as drivers of delivery wagons. Some
parents of large families moved away
in protest, but state and local laws
rectified some of the abuses in the
child labor situation.

1In 1811, the Wisconsin Legislature

' (continued on page 85)

o LOcal 72.,;’.. United Aut(v)mobi’le; W(;)rkersﬂ"

V1P
0,

9 v
» Q2‘,«\(0 a

g
1856 %
=

Local 72 has been an integral part

of Kenosha’s history for the past

its 150th year.

" LOCAL 72 ... AMC/Renault ... Kenosha

50 years. We salute Kenosha in



Happy Birthday,
Kenosha

Paul Vigansky, Founder, 1902-1975
Sons, Gregg, Franz and Jerry -

Vigansky’s. . .
a family tradition of
serving the community’s

appliance and TV needs
for over 35 years!

~ 'THAN\K YOU KENOSHA!
igansky’s
N iansic
3611 Rooseverlt' Road"

The late Walter Reuther (seated, center) is surrounded by local union
leaders in this photo from the 1950s. Seated to Reuther’s left is Jack Beni;’
to his right, Jack Millward, both past UAW Local 72 presidents. Standing,
from left, are Corky McNeal, Local 72 official; Tony L. Russo, past Local 72

president, and George H. Pinzger, president of UAW Local 960, at
MacWhyte,

. we're proud to be part of Kenosha
Unique Boutique Night Moves Waterbeds
The Tey House , " Sports Memories
The Craft Cottage Merle Norman _
Mr. Video Store ' Kenosha Dental Center
'Angelo’s Too  McDermott's Photography,

Havranek Advertising Assoc.

o P ¥ ot V)N 5 %4
s e 3ot

LN LINAN

Your Community Mall of Family Services E :
8600 Sheridan Road Kengsha, Wisconsin

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
KENOSHA!

~ from all the merchants at Old Market Square,

{2

Wis. Motor Vehicle Dept. Plan Design Group
Market Square Theatres Hunt's Sewing Center

Bally’s Funway Freeway ' AN
[z __

i
il s
bl
S .Jm&'!"}lmm i et

Jensen Pizza Popper
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(Continued from page 83) .
passed a bill calling for workman’s
compensation protection. As a result,
many workers gained protection when
injured on the job. In the past, the

"injured iaborer might simply lose his |

job or suffer without any compensa-
tion.

The effort for a shorter working day
did pay dividends in 1918, when the
men and women who worked for the
city of Kenosha gained an 8-hour work
day. Alderman Edward J. Sullivan of
the first ward and ‘‘the father of the
eight-hour movement,”’ propesed the
idea to-the City Council and eventually
gained its acceptance by a unanimous
vote. Most industrial workers con-
tinued to work a-54-hour week, how-
ever. -

The employment picture brightened
somewhat in 1915 .and for several
years thereafter with the demand for
war materials flooding in from Eu-
rope. Factories operated at full force

“to produce the needed World War I
" products. The Jeffery Co. produced a

line of trucks shipped to Europe, the
durability of which heightened de-
mand. With.individual orders as large
as 750 trucks, the Kenosha plant was
always busy. The Jeffery firm en-
joyed such prosperity that the presi-
dent announced a -reduction of the
workweek from 54 to 50 hours and a 10
percent raise in pay.

The work of the Trades and Labor
Council continued after World War 1.
Dwight House retired from the presi-

‘dency of the Council in 1920 and
Charles Burke of Simmons took the

office. His first years were relatively

-quiet as labor struggled to organize

and gain d more sound footing in
Kenosha.

Allen-A strike

The high water mark of local labor
troubles prior to the Great Depression
was reached in 1928 with the strike at
the Allen-A plant.- For almost two
years, labor and management were at
odds. Vioclence was commonplace,
and there were more than 450 arrests.

Men used dynamite and black
powder bombs to destroy workers’
homies and Allen-A property. One per-
son was tarred and several were
kidnapped. There were a number of
serious riots and many men and wom-
en spent time in jail rather than pay
stiff fines. Before the bitterness died
down, City Manager Charles M. Os-
born and Police Chief Thad W. Logan
resigned their jobs rather than
manhandle labor union members to
the satisfaction of powerful Kenosha
anti-labor factions. - .

The strike never officially ended.

Some workers, after months of inac--

tivity, drifted back to work while
others took jobs with different com-

panies. Allen-A suffered greatly in a°

financial sense and shortly after labor
peace was restored, the company

- changed hands.

In early 1928, the company installed
new machines and demanded a new
work pattern whereby one knitter and
“two apprentices would work two ma-
chines rather than one knitter and one
apprentice for each machine. The
company claimed that the two ma-

PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT
FINANCIAL SECRETARY
RECORDING SECRETARY

CONDUCTOR
SENTINEL
- TRUSTEES

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF MACHINISTS AND
AEROSPACE WORKERS

LODGE 34
SALUTE OUR CITY ON
IT'S 150th ANNIVERSARY!

BUSINESS REPRESENTATIVE

WILLIAM BUZZA
JOHN MATRISE
EUGENE SCHUTZ
THOMAS McMAHON
BILL HOLLAND
RONALD JOHNSON
DENNIS PAVLOVICH

A.S. KAVLAUSKAS
KENNETH JENNINGS
RICHARD JUDEIKA

=

George Poredon, left, and Harold Newton, of Kenosha Labor

chine system was used throughout the
country and that the Kenosha factory
would have to accept it to remain
competitive. The workers vehemently
profested, claiming that only serious
unemployment .and an inferior prod-
uct would result.

Local union leaders brought in
Harold Steele, vice president of the

American Federation of Full Fash-
ioned Hosiery Workers and Louis
Budenz, editor of Labor Age in New
York and a representative of the
national hosiery union, to head up the
strike.

By the end of 1928, after over 10
months of strike, union leaders

{Continued on page 98)

For the TRUTH . .

. About Ke'nosha ces

our Unions and our People,
you may rely on

| vThe Kénosha Labor

You need not be a Union member to subscribe.
Simply call 657-6116. 52 issues per year;
*15 in Kenosha County; *16.50 outside Kenosha County.

PLAZA

PERSHING

SHOPRING CENTEPR

, : ‘ 4l
WE'RE KENOSHA’'S LARGEST AND
MOST COMPLETE SHOPPING CENTER

- 75th Street at Pershing Blvd. in Kenosha |

Thank you,
Kenosha for
making us

NUMBER ONE!"
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With his brother Steve’
assistance, Bobusch Furni
ture Co. began to grow it
all corners of the com
munity and beyond.

Frank, as well as being :
president of the company
held many positions in th
industry and in his com
munity. He was the pre
sident of the Kenosh:
Furniture Dealers Associa

=

Blackstone Studios

tion, perennial presiden

FRANK V.FggsUSCH SR. of the North Side Advan
’ ‘cement Association and :

The Year was 1945. member of the board o

This was the year that
Frank V. Bobusch, a Cze-
choslavakian  immigrant
founded Bobusch' Furni-
ture Company. But his in-
volvement in the furni-
ture business was rooted
26 years earlier.

Frarﬁ(, eldest son of Ste-

St. Anthony’s Church fo
more than 50 years.

His son, Frank Bobuscl
Jr., also became involve

Bo b_usch ‘Furniture
As Seen During
Remodeling 1960

phan A. Bobusch Sr., es-
tablished himself in the
furniture business in 1919,
At this time he became a
salesman and- stockholder
in the Mica Furniture
Company, (then at the
present Bobusch location),

THEE

which began _ operation
that year. Soon after, (left to right) FRANK 80
& Frank’s brother, Steve o
; : ‘Bobusch, developed an in- ~ in the family business an
Bobusch terest in the furniture bu-  eventually became pre
Furniture siness and by 1932 he, too, . sident of the firm. Then i
As Seen In was a salesman for the 1972, tragedy decended o

1945 ‘Mica store. In 1945, An.
o ton Mica left the city and
sold the business to Frank
Bobusch, thus establishing

Bobusch Furniture Co.

the family when Frank Js
lost his life in an au
tomobile accident. Fran
Sr., then retired, resume
his activities in the comr
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rty Years

a’s Furniture Store

. . pany as chairman of the
board and Steve assumed
the responsibilities of the
presidency.

With the

. change - of

1 events Frank Bobusch Sr.,

hired Edwin J. Jacyna as
merchandise manager in
1972. Edwin was also
named president of the
firm that same year. Frank
Sr.’s grandson David A.
Scuglik was brought into
. the company as a salesman
i in 1979, With their assis-
' tance, business continued
to prosper. At the end of
December 1984, Edwin J.
Jacyna retired and as of
January 1, 1985 David A.
Scuglik - became president

OBUSCH FAMILY

USCH JR., FRANK V. BOBUSCH
E BOBUSCH

and merchandise manager,

positions he holds today.

1 When once asked to
comment on the reasons

why the business had
grown through three gen.

erations, Frank Sr. replied
that offering the right

DAVID A, SCUGLIK
. Present President o
{Grandson of The Founder)

merchandise. at the right
time, at the right price is
important, but that it is

also essential “to cheerful-
ly greet the customer and

to thank him whether he -

2

buys or not.”’ Steve

. Bobusch added that buyer

satisfaction,. guarantees
and value received are the

" basic elements for success-

ful sales. David Scuglik
presented his formula for
running a successful furni-
ture store in the 1980’s in
this ‘way: “‘Namebrand,
quality furniture, competi-
tive prices and courtedus

" service is never dated. If

you apply and stand by

these basic ideas your

store will, prosper. It’s
been 40 years now and so
far this concept has
proven to be right.”

You are cordially invit-
ed to stop in soon to
~browse around and see for

yourself why Bobusch has ‘; ;.

been “Kenosha’s Furni-
ture Store” for the past 40
years. S

Yesterday & Today

“The Very Best Quality At the Very Best Price.”

Introducing SIMMONS
“NEW GENERATION"
BEAUTYREST BEDDING

The only bedding with the Contour-Flex System
in which the individual pocketed coils are ultra-
sonically bonded together to produce o mattress
that is significantly more comfortable and dura-

ble! :

REGAL
Twin ea. pc. Reg. 299.00
Full ea. pc. Reg. 399.00
Queen Set Reg. 959.00.
King Set Reg. 1359.00...

... SALE*149.00
.. SALE *199.00
.. SALE *449.00
.. SALE *649.00

ad] )

ROYALTY

Full ea. pc. Reg. 419.00,;,
Queen Set Reg. 999.00.
King Set Reg. 1399.00

Twin ea. pc. Reg. 319.00 .0............0.... SALE *169.00
SALE *219.00
SALE *499.00
SALE *699.00

MONARCH
Twin ea. pc. Reg. 339.00.
Full ea. pc. Reg. 439.00
Queen Set Reg. 1099.00
King Set Reg. 1499.00

-SALE*199.00
SALE *249.00
SALE *599.00
... SALE *799.00

Y fyour body firm, sugport,
BE AT YOUR BEST WITH A GOOD NIGHT'S REST ON BEAUTYREST BY SIMMONS]

' FREE DELIVERY

Open: Mon. 9:00-8:00, Tues., Wed., Thurs.
9:00-5:30, Fri. 9:00-9:00, Sat. 9:00-4:00

5000-7th Ave., Kenosha
Ph. 657-3195
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Limited Edition Offer!
GENUINE COLLECTORS
ITEM

o

W AC0% A

A Unique
Book About the Nations
Greatest

* First dccumemmy fecord ot lhe Bicenlanmai Wagon Yvain
Pilgrimage
« Complele story of the nation’s largest Bicentennial project
- Beauululiy crafted 250 page volume — page size 9% x 11%" -
 Lavishiy Tt - 282 in
color-and 118 in black and white.
= Exciting Historic record and Reference book

- Authentic historian’s report ot the most dramatic and me only
grassroots national Bicentennial event.

»_All fifty states and. Canada are represented.,
o Bore than 51 contnibuting authars..

The Wagon
Train Pilgrimage

» Over 30 full-color reproductions and engravings by such lamous
- historic artisls as Fmdam: Remington, Charles Russel and -
Henry Jackson.

* Nominated by the Nationa! Cowboy Hall of Fame for a Wmnglar

Award for a book best exemplitying our Westem Heritage.
_* Limited Edition Flrsl Primlng lncludes special cover

with at hallmark on
inside endsheet. |

* The American i is
pilgrimage “the only truly national program we have”

* Detailed maps. showing wagon routes through each state.

A Real Collector’s Item

Within these pages is the complete
story of the Bicentennial Wagon Train,
an event which rekindled in millions of

Amiericans that spirit of courage and
sacrifice upon which this country was
buiit. Individual photos of ali 50 Official
State Wagons carefully reproduced to
show wagon and insignia.

called the

Ndw Beig ffered
By Independence -
Boank :

For Only 5995*
(A regular retail $36.50)

“Plus $1.50 Postage & Handling by Mail)
Save Postage & Handling Charge by Picking Up-at Independ ‘Bank Kenosk

== Order By Mail Form
Please send..........Books @ $9.95 ea. (Plus $1.50 ea. for mailing)
NAME ..ttt steeneseenny
AGIESS coviitiittceescrecices et e seeeeen
CHY covvevvoree, Zipiasiinrernnnn,
Toﬁ:l *Wis. Residents Add
Enclosed * :::thI::kTS:d::r
MailTo . ..

. INDEPENDENCE BANC KENOSHA
99929 63rd Street e Kenosha, Wl ® 658-1681
Member Independence Bank Group e Member F.D.I.C.

Bicentennial Event"

At times, organized labor found it necessary to strike

{Continued from page 95)

seemed helpless to change the situ-

ation at Allen-A. They took the case
before the American Federation of
Labor session in New Orleans, but
other than sympathy and resolutions,
littie help was forthcoming.

The Allen-A strike was a- bitter
experience for Kenosha labor and the
town as a whole. Although no one was
killed in the turbulent hostility, the
town suffered the aftereffects of deep-
felt bitterness that lasted for decades.

Kenosha economic conditions de-
teriorated even further in the 1930s
with the advent of the Great Depres-

sion. The relief rolls increased and
crowds seeking jobs gathered around
factory gates illustrating the de-
pressed state of Kenosha during those
years.

Only the advent of World War II
would completely normalize the pic-
ture in Kenosha.

Labor organizes

Organized labor in Kenosha grew
out of the ashes of the depressed
economic conditions of the 1930s.

Unions grew in number from six

(continued on page 89)
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P Y i A S N L S D

Congratulations Kenosha

We're happy to be here and serve you!

If your car is 150 years old or newer and needs body work
and painting see us. We offer fast, economical, excsllent
work. Free Estimates. Dents - rust - body work expertly done.
We can repaint your entire car for about what others charge |
to paint two major panels.

Shop Hours Duily
8-5, Sat. 9-1

KENOSHA
1325 56th St.
(2 blocks West of
Courthouse)

© 652-0101

SAE e TR e e« B ey R A R
R i o R

VEREUI O F



(Continued from page 88)
before the Depression to 40 locals with
8,000 members in 1936. There were 54
local unions by 1948, of which 46 were
AFL and eight were CIO, with Nash
Motors having beth. )

The actual stimulus for this growth
was the National Industrial Recovery
Act which was part of President
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal
package in 1933.

Roosevelt needed both labor and
management support for his recovery
program. The president created labor
boards to bring about labor peace and

also to interpret the law. The labor -

boards slowly worked out a body of
labor law.
" The law opened the doors to a better

‘balance of power between the strong

_position of management and the weak
position of labor. o

Union leaders across the country
moved quickly to take advantage of
the new developments.

Under the Ieadership- of Felix
Olkives, Gilbert Fechner and Harold
Newton, the Kenosha Trades and La-
bor Council achieved what had

seemed impossible only -five years

earlier. These men and others set
forth ‘‘to organize, federate, and
educate the workers and to secure for
them absolute social and economic
independence.” To this end they
. worked to make Kenosha a true union
city. - :
Because of the size of the labor
force at Nash Motors, the Trades and
Labor Council officials turned first to
“this task. Olkives and Fechner met a
ready response from a large majority
of the automotive workers and suc-
cessfully organized a union. Its chart-
er, dated September 1933, was from
.the American Federation of Labor
and created Federal Labor Union No.
19008. )

‘Nash lock-out

Nash Co. officials decided to test

the union and in November the com-
pany locked out its employees for 11
days. The incident that sparked this
action occurred in the final assembly

department where the workers de-
manded to be paid on a piece work
basis. Nash officials set a rate for the
piece work but after a day’s trial, the
workers called for higher rates.
Charles Nash, chairman of the
board, personally pleaded with the
workers to give it a three-day trial,
but the laborers refused. Nash showed
that he could be just as stubborn and
closed the entire plant. Although un-
ion leaders had not been .involved

initially, they ordered their members -

te picket. Union officials warned that
if the company did not recognize the
union,.they would appeal to the NRA

- officials in Washington.

Nash refused and local officials
corresponded with Sen. Wagner in the
nation’s capital. The senator was also
concerned that Nash would not recog-
nize local 19008 and sent in mediators.

Charles Nash responded by offering

(continued on page 100)

The Union Club, 55th Street and 10th Avenue
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STAN I.OCK
BUICK

Huppy Anniversary Kenosha. We
know what it is to Celebrate.
We're Celebrating our
- 10th Anniversary.

Today, the American
- Car Buyer is more Demanding,
Critical, Uncompromising
and Quality-Conscious than ever.

We're looking forward
to another very good decade.

STAN LOCK

BUICK IN KENOSHA

1021 60th St. 654-3514

312-395-5222

(Contlnued from page 99)
the workers their old hourly wage.
Other wage scales were explored, but
all in vain. In.mid-November, union
members rejected all of the company
proposals until Nash would meet with
their bargaining committee. Under
pressure from Washington, Nash re-
linquished his stand and met with the
union bargaining committee and ham-
mered out a settiement.

The company agreed to collective

bargaining, seniority, a 10 percent -

raise in wages and a miniumum wage
of 50 cents per hour.

Beginning of Local 72

Other events of less significance
filled out the pre-war years for the
auto workers. In 1935, the new in-
ternational UAW issued a charter to
its Kenosha affiliate giving it a new
name, Local 72. In 1937, the AFL
suspended the industrial unions from
its organization and the international
UAW joined with the CIO. Local 72
was part of this move. Meanwhile
- local union membership continued to
increase to over 2,500 by 1939.

In September 1935, relations at
Nash became tense when the union
voted for a strike. This time the
demand was for one week’'s paid
vacation, a minimum wage of 75 cents

“ per hour and a guaranteed minimum
work week of 24 hours. By Oct. 20,
UAW Local 72 had won a significant
victory when Nash agreed in writing
to recognize the union and to all other
points under consideration. Only on
the wage issue did the union com-

promise, settling for a 65-cent min-
imum wage.

Rogsevelt’s labor leg:slauon was
also the impetus for union action at

- Simmons Manufacturing Co. in 1933.

The long hours and low wages that
these workers received created a situ-
ation that was ripe for union organiza-
tion. After several meetings of Sim-
mons employees, a charter was ap-
plied for. The AFL chartered Federal
Labor Union Local 18456.

A familiar pattern emerged shortly
after the union organized. In January
1934, the union submitted to Simmons
officials a list of demands which were
turned down. During the following
month, union members struck. After
five days of negotiations, officials

_reached a compromise’ settlement in

which the union gained an increase of
10 percent in wages and union recog-
nition by Simmons.

Brass unionizes

Workers at American Brass or-
ganized in 1934 and the pattern was
the same. After several’ years of
difficult negotiations with the com-
pany, . Local 19322 gained numerous
concessions including a 40-hour week,
time-and-a-half for all work more
than eight hours per day and for
Saturday work, with double pay for
Sunday work.

By 1936, Kenosha's big three in-
dustries — Nash, Simmons and Amer-
ican Brass -- reached 100 percent
union membership among production
workers.

Workers formed 20.other locals

(continued on page 101)

66 Years On
The Move

Tremendous strides have been made by the Otto Nelson and Sons., inc. moving firm since
it was storted in Kenosha 66 years ago.

Otto C. Nelson and his son, Nels J., began the opemhon with @ moving van and o place
of business at 856 Drew St., now Sixty-third Pl just south of the Roosevelt Rd. and Twenty-
second Ave. intersection. (Site of the new fire s'o’ion)

A few years later another son, Elmer Nelson, joined the company. Some of the first busi-
ness was hauling milk from the Kenosha county farmers into the city of local dairies. Local
drayage work consisted of hauling freight from the CANW freight depot to various cus-
tomers in Kenosha. :

1a those days movers (they were called draymen) were required to haul just about anyth-

ing moveable, Among some items were: truit from the South Water market in Chicago; coal

and wood, flour and garden seeds, lymber, hanging beef and pork, cutflowsrs ond of
course, furniture. .

Otto Nelson, the founder, retired in 1949, with Nels assuming-the presidericy. When he -

. semi-retired in' 1967 Williom G. Nefson, son of Nels, took over the firm’s leadership. Bill had
_joined ‘the company in 1952 as o driver and assistant manager. P8

Complete the corporate officer list are Dolores (Nelson) Reed, sacretary since 1948, and

. Thomas. A.‘Nelson, vice president and freasurer. Tom joined the company in 1956,

This was the same year that the firm expanded by buying out the Ever Hansen Truckmg
Co. During the years the firm's warehouse and equipment needs grew. The second place of
business was 6611 Twenty-eight Ave. and now the present plcce which is' o five building"
‘warehouse at 2726 Sixty-third St. The company now has 27 pieces of equipment mdudmg
the lo:ges\‘ furniture-moving trailer in ?h|s area.

Pictured above is one of the firm’s first vans, a 1924 Chicage Truck.
Otto Nelson and Sons are agents for United Van Lines, Inc., one of the mdusiry s most in-

novative moving concerns.
Through United the firm handles h hold

Servmg Kenosha s Mowng Sforage Packing Needs

- OTT1O NEI.SON

United.

We make moving

" Nice

2726 63RD STREET
| 6542171

INC.

goods

Some of the larger moves handled by Otto Nelson and Sons have been various state of

Wisconsin officers, Kenosha city and count
y offices, American Motors export division offi
Gateway Technical Institute. And there are many more. P o

The Otto Nelson firm js proud to be part of the Kenosha area growth.

AND SONS

to all parts of the frae world.

AUTHORIZED AGENT

Van Lines
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" Founding president of the American Federation of Labor

Samuel Gompers signed the Kenosha Trades and Labor Councll

charter

(Ctmtlnued from page 100)
during the 1930s ‘with the Teachers

Union being:one of the last to organize -

in the spring of 1938.

The organizational "years of the”

1930s soon gave way to the war years
of the 1940s. :

During and after the war, strikes
and wage bargaining as usual re-
surfaced in most of the industries.

_ Workers organized food cooperatives

to save money and once again labor-

illustrated its capacity to organize for
the benefit of it members.
. By 1950, UAW Local 72 had gained
health and life insurance benefits and
- impressive pay raises. Still there
were some who wondered whether
these gains-would be quickly eaten
away by inflation.

Simmons leaves

While local labor leaders came and
went and organized labor fought to
maintain: high wages in the infla-
tionary period of postwar America;
Simmons Co. officials dropped a
“‘bombshell” on the community. In
June 1959, they announced that the
"company would move its Kenosha
operations to Munster, Indiana. This
was a tremendous shock to the local

- economy since 1,400 local worKers
were to be let go.

Union officials were more dlS-
turbed that they had not been alerted
to the closing.

Once people accepted the fact that
the plant would close, they next
turned to placing the blame for the
Simmons - exodus. Charges quickly

circulated than an ‘‘uncooperative la-

_bor-climate” had forced the move.
-, Union officials countered that they
.had “‘bent over backward’’ to cooper-
. ate with plant needs. The union had
- agreed to moving people out of senior-

ity from job to job, had allowed the

company to call back laid off men out
of ‘seniority to fill key operations, and
had permitted members to be laid off
out of senmmy to help maintain prod-
uction. :

Union officials totally rejected the
unceoperative label that was thrust on
them. They saw the move to Munster

“in another light. They had recom-

mended for-the precious 10 years that
the company modernize the Kenosha

" plant .to improve productivity. That

the company had failed to do this,
Grant Simmons admittéd publicly.
According to the Kenosha Labor, he
had recognized plant obsolescence 10

' years earlier and rather than mod-
ernize, he decided fo make plans to
. leave Kenosha. )

1t was not the fault of local labor.
maintained the union, but simply an
economic question of high local taxes
and an outdated plant facility. It was
not until ' May 25, 1960, that Simmons
completely shut down.

American Motors Corp. absorbed a
substantial number of the jobless by
converting the Simmons plant to its
Lakefront assembly line.

The 60s and 70s

The loss of the mattress company

hurt the Kenosha economy, but failed

(continued on page 102)
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At Joemdt & Ventura
'WE'VE
 GROWN
‘WITH KENOSHA

With expenence in fhe apphonce busmess da’nng ,buck to
1938, Joerndt & Ventura open their new showrooms at their
present location in downtown Kenosha in 1953 The photo
above was taken the doy we opened

Joerndt & Vemurc has grown in Kenosha bused on.one.
snmple formu|a~

““"Give people a- quahiy produc! at. fhe Iowesf

- poss:ble price, then back it up with courteous
service afterwards ond you are bound to
succeed "

Quuhty » Fair Prices Excepﬂonal Servxce, It worked for us
“in 1938 ... ond it's working today!

The Ventura family and the staff of Joerndf &
Ventura, Inc. join with all of our citizens in wishing
Kenesha o happy sesquicentennial year: und an
equally prosperous future.

Joerndt & Ventura
Inc.
Your exciting TV, Sterec & Appliance Center

618 55th Street

Kenosha

Sales - 654-3559 /Service 654-0211 - Plenty of Free Storeside Parking!

TR ER AR B R BRI FF AU E PGB FATEN R BRABSSSGAE B PP E 0 H LA LG RA RISy G 6 6 s FF T BRAARC RSB S EE B E P O £ 0 R 8 n 5 0 w2 T2



102 Kenosha’s 150th Anniversary Edition April, 1985

“HAPPY 150th — KENOSHA_

... a great place to live & work . ..
... but when you do travel away
from Kenosha ... Remember ...

WE’VE GOT THEM ALL!

!

o Airlines ] e Charters
& Train e Bus
Tours Tours
o Hotels s Cruises
¢ Resorts | s Amtrak
* Group Wl 2 e Honeymoon
Tours . : 1 Trips

Shr 3 1&2’*‘
- YOUR FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY
Completely Computerized For Fast Service
. . WHATEVER YOUR TRAVEL PLANS,
. KENOSHA TRAVEL CAN BE YOUR KEY-

TO A FUN-FILLED & PLEASANT TRIP »
OR VACATION. COUNT ON THE PROFESSIONALS

AT KENOSHA TRAVEL TO DO THE BEST S,

. JOBFORYOU. - . i
. French- talian - Sp ish - Spoken & Transl ted
KENOSHA 2105 ROOSEVELT RD.
TRAVEL ' Ph. 654-9116

_ Your Agent For

© In Kenosha

SERVICE, Inc. -/ Greyhound

(Continued from page 101)

to change the organized labor picture.
The 1960s and early 1970s were
marred by. strikes and temporary

shutdowns but wages rose-and work-- '

ing conditions and fringe benefits im-
proved. The days of poverty, child

First Circus

Not so many years ago, the coming
of a circus was the signal for a
citywide holiday in Kenosha, with
throngs lining the streets to view the
array of animals, red and gilt wagons,
clowns and the inevitable calliope that
made up the parade.

The first circus ever to come to -

Kenosha, so far as is known, arrived
here June 23, 1845,

Col. Frank’s diary, mentioning the
event, said *‘Circus company here,
attendance large:”

The following year, the entry ap-
pears, ‘‘July 13, 1846: Caravan of

.animals is exhibited today, the first

caravan ever shown in the territory.”

Taft, TR, Wilson

President Taft visited Kenosha in
1911. The president spoke for 30
minutes at the Coliseum’ Later, Theo-
dore Roosevelt spoke for one minute,
as he passed through the city. And in
1916, President Wilson made a short
stop at the Northwestern Depot and a
brief speech in which he urged pre-
paredness. The ladies gave Mrs.
Wilson “‘suffrage snacks.”

e cusuan P M # & Dodge & Dodge Tnicks €
PALMEN MOTORS

labor and other problems seemed far
in the past. Memories of the great
strikes of the early years of the

" .century, at Allen Tannery and Allen-

A, when labor struggled to gain soli-
darity, were growing faint.

The 1930s and 1840s had witnessed a
significant and intense period of union
organization and the moré recent pe-
riod saw the consolidation of these
efforts. i

The years that followed witnessed a
continuing effort by labor to improve
its lifestyle. To obtain its goals in
some instances required firm resolve
expressed through strikes. American
Motors, Anaconda, Macwhyte, Snap-
on, Eaton Dynamatic, Frost, Pirsch,
G and H and Ladish were the scenes of
work stoppages of various. length.

The ‘Anaconda strike spanning 1967
and 1968, and other Anaconda work
stoppages which were nationwide and
therefore beyond local control, lasted
many months and caused con-
siderable hardship.

'Recent years have witnessed a
number of improvements including
supplemental unemployment benefits
(SUB) initiated by members of UAW
Local 72. Various plans relating addi-
tional pay to profits have developed in
the community. Enhanced pension
benefits, broader medical programs
and more vacation weeks have signifi-
cantly improved the workers lifestyle.

These improvements derived from
a combination of factors including
computerization, advancing technolo-
gy, and capital investment coupled
with labor’s determination to share in
the fruits of its efforts and, by so
doing, to further stimulate the econo-
my.

658-2316

owhere deals appeal’
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